January 20, 2019
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Liturgical Expeditions
Memorial of St. Francis de Sales – January 24th
St. Francis de Sales (1567-1622) was born to a noble
family at Chateau de Sales in the Kingdom of Savoy
near Geneva, Switzerland on August 21, 1567. He was
a Bishop and Doctor of the Church.
Francis was destined by his father to be a lawyer so
that the young man could eventually take his elder’s
place as a senator from the province of Savoy in France.
For this reason, Francis was sent to Padua to study law.
After receiving his doctorate, he returned home and, in
due time, told his parents he wished to enter the priesthood. His father strongly opposed Francis in this, and
only after much patient persuasiveness on the part of the
gentle Francis did his father finally consent.
Francis was ordained and elected provost of the Diocese
of Geneva, then a center for the Calvinists. Francis set
out to convert them, especially in the district of Chablais.
By preaching and distributing the little pamphlets he
wrote to explain true Catholic doctrine, he had remarkable success.
At 35, he became bishop of Geneva. While administering his diocese he continued to preach, hear confessions,
and catechize the children. His gentle character was a
great asset in winning souls. He practiced his own axiom,
“A spoonful of honey attracts more flies than a barrelful
of vinegar.”
Besides his two well-known books, the Introduction to the
Devout Life and A Treatise on the Love of God, he wrote
many pamphlets and carried on a vast correspondence.
For his writings, he has been named patron of the
Catholic Press. His writings, filled with his characteristic
gentle spirit, are addressed to lay people. He wants to
make them understand that they too are called to be
saints.
As he wrote in The Introduction to the Devout Life: “It is
an error, or rather a heresy, to say devotion is incompatible with the life of a soldier, a tradesman, a prince,
or a married woman…. It has happened that many have
lost perfection in the desert who had preserved it in the
world. ”
Francis de Sales took seriously the words of Christ,
“Learn of me for I am meek and humble of heart.” As he
said himself, it took him 20 years to conquer his quick
temper, but no one ever suspected he had such a problem, so overflowing with good nature and kindness was
his usual manner of acting. His perennial meekness and
sunny disposition won for him the title of “Gentleman
Saint.”

Weekly Readings:
January 20, 2019

Community News
Men of Nativity—Men’s Weekend
Even the best lumberjack takes time to sharpen his
axe!! Sharpen the edge of your Spirituality this coming New Year 2019!! 2019 Retreat Theme: Rejoice
and Be Glad-Our Call to Holiness Today. What is
holiness? What are the challenges we face on our
road to holiness? Experience-conferences, talks,
Guided prayer, Confession, Stations, the Rosary, and
Mass.
Men’s Retreat Weekend—February 1-3 (noon),
2019 Franciscan Retreat and Spirituality Center,
16385 St Francis Lane, Prior Lake, MN.
To Register or questions----952-447-2182
Or Contact Jim Eddleston—952-895-9808.
NATIVITY PARISH LIBRARY – CARITAS ROOM—
NEW TITLES available in our library
Prayer When It’s Hard to Pray by Martin Helldorfer
The Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius by Fr. Louis Puhl
A Faith For Grown-ups by Robert Lockwood
Seeds of Hope (Henri Nouwen Reader) by R. Durback
Arise From Darkness by Benedict J. Groeschel
Mary; Images of the Holy Mother by Jacqueline Orsini

**No due dates; return the book when you are
finished savoring it.

Pray For…

Deacon Jim McLaughlin

and the prayers in our
Parish Book of Intercessions.
Please call Kass Lanman, Volunteer Coordinator
of Nativity of Mary Prayer Chain Ministry, at
(952)881-0233, with your request for prayers.
Hospital Ministry—If you or a family member is
hospitalized and would like to be visited by our
hospital minister, please call Erin in the Parish Office at (952)881-8671 ext 319.

Sunday: Is 62:1-5/1 Cor 12:4-11/
Jn 2:1-11

Thursday: Heb 7:25—8:6/Mk 3:7-12

Monday: Heb 5:1-10/Mk 2:18-22

Friday: Acts 22:3-16 /Mk 16:15-18

Tuesday: Heb 6:10-20/Mk 2:23-28

Saturday: 2 Tm 1:1-8 /Mk 3:20-21

Wednesday: Heb 7:1-3, 15-17/
Mk 3:1-6

Next Sunday: Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10/
1 Cor 12:12-30 /Lk 1:1-4; 4:14-21
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Pastor’s Note
How to embrace Ordinary Time
In the Catholic faith, we have seasons, just like the season of the weather. The year begins with the season of
Advent, followed by Christmas. We then move into Ordinary time which is broken up by Lent and Easter. Then
we return to Ordinary time.
Last weekend brought the Christmas season to a close with and began Ordinary time. Each of these seasons
has a purpose or a focus. For example, Advent is a time to prepare for receiving Jesus into our lives. Christmas
is a season where we recognize the union of God with ourselves. Lent is the Season of penance and Easter is a
season for celebrating Jesus victory over sin and death.
The question that some may ask is: What is the focus of Ordinary time? I often look at Ordinary time a season
where we ought to be getting better at doing the “ordinary” things of our Catholic faith.
Have you ever noticed how many professionals say they are “practicing” their work? For example, a doctor
“practices” medicine. Or a lawyer “practices” law. This indicates that they are always striving to be better at
their work. They never view themselves as having perfected it and never want decline. They always want to be
better and every day is an opportunity to improve.
This is the attitude we ought to have toward our faith, particularly in Ordinary time. This season of Ordinary
time is a when we ought to be striving to improve ourselves spiritually. We should begin by asking the question:
Where do I need to improve as a disciple of Jesus Christ? We ought not only focus on which sins should we
strive to eliminate, but also where should we grow? Perhaps we need to grow in our prayer life, both in time
and in quality of our prayer. Maybe we need to be more generous with our resources. Possibly we need to be
better at our vocation to marriage and the family life.
I will recommend two books to help during this Ordinary time. The first is An Introduction to the Devout Life by
St. Frances de Sales. This is a collection of letters that St. Frances de Sales wrote to a cousin on how to grow in
the spiritual life. The second book is the Screwtape Letters by C. S. Lewis. The Screwtape Letters are fictional
letters written from one demon to another demon on how to prevent humans from being good disciples of Jesus
Christ.
However you choose to enter into Ordinary time, do not miss the opportunity to “practice” your faith well and
always improve on building your relationship with Jesus Christ.

Mass Times

Weekend Masses
Saturday Mass 4:00 PM
Sunday Masses 8:30 & 10:30 AM
Private Confessions
Saturday 3:00-3:45 PM

Weekday Mass
8:00 AM Monday through Friday
Saturday
8:00 AM Communion Service
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Faith Formation
Children’s Liturgy of the Word is being offered at the
10:30 AM Mass this Sunday, January 20. Children between the ages of 3-12 are welcome to join. This week’s
3-6 reader is Sheila Haeg and the 7-12 reader is Cassandra Haeg.
Welcome Home Service Project
Did you know that Bridging gives away 80 Kitchen packs
every week as a "welcome home" gift from a community
organization to help move a family out of homelessness
into a home? We are collecting kitchen supplies for our
Family Faith Formation Special Sunday gathering on January 27. Families from Faith Formation and Confirmation
candidates will meet to create Kitchen Packs for Bridging.
There are collection bins at both entrances for the following NEW or gently used items: can openers, dish towels/
cloths, mixing spoons, spatulas, dish scrubbers, hot pads or
oven mitts, ladles, measuring spoons/cups, pizza cutters,
vegetable peelers, or whisks.
A big THANK YOU to those who have already left donations! We are excited to share your gifts with Bridging!
Helpful hint: Dollar Stores carry all of these items and
would be perfectly acceptable for this project! If you
have any questions about the program or would like to
donate cash to purchase items for this program, please
contact Cathie Baier
at cbaier@nativitybloomington.org or call
952-881-8671 x311.
WINE: Catholic Women’s Conference
Saturday, March 2, 2019, St. Vincent de Paul, (9100
93rd Ave N), Brooklyn Park, MN
WINE: Women In the New Evangelization invites you to the
5th annual WINE: Catholic Women’s Conference with an
optional evening gathering on Friday. The Saturday conference runs from 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. The day includes
inspirational talks by Catholic singer and storyteller ValLimar Jansen; Catholic evangelist, author, and retreat
leader, Kathleen Beckman; and St. Paul’s own Bible teacher, author and singer, Elizabeth Kelly. You are invited to
come at 8 a.m. for Mass celebrated by Bishop Andrew
Cozzens. Register today at the early bird price of $55 or
register for the Friday Social Gathering & Saturday Conference for $100. For more information and to register,
visit WINEconference.org.

NATIVITY OF MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH

Community Life
Martin Luther King Day
The parish offices will be closed this Monday, January
21, in observance of Martin Luther King Holiday. We
will reopen on Tuesday, January 22, at 8:30 am.
Nativity Trivia Night is Back!
On Saturday evening, March 2 (just before Mardi
Gras), we’ll be conducting our trivia contest, so start
getting your team together (maximum of 6 players).
We’ll begin taking entries in February. Watch the bulletin for more information!
Grief to Grace: Healing the Wounds of Abuse
Grief to Grace is a program helping victims of abuse
to discover spiritual healing and transformation, led by
a professionally trained team, and based on a strong
Christian foundation and solid psychological principles.
It was created to end the isolation and secret pain of
abuse victims within a supportive and confidential retreat setting. Limited registration remains for the February 24—March 1 retreat. Participants will embark upon a 5-day restorative journey of faith to find healing
through living scriptures, journaling, group activities,
and therapeutic counseling. It is a pilgrimage – meant
to stop the emotional chaos of abuse, find a new beginning through Christ and in so doing, replace the suffering with a life capable of love and happiness that
was lost as a victim of abuse. “The communal experience of healing, seeing and feeling each other’s pain
was profound. Validating was so powerful. I felt that
our safety was considered at all levels.” To register,
email diane@grieftograce.org or call 612-440-7247.
More information is at www.grieftograce.org or call
local psychologist/facilitator Nancy Blume at
612-819-3931.
St Thomas More Guild
The St Thomas More Guild is a confidential, Christian
employment support group that meets every Saturday
morning at 9:30 in the St. Ambrose Hall (St
Bonaventure-901 E 90th). After refreshments, we pray
for guidance from “the Divine Career Counselor”, and
then start sharing ideas, information, and directions.
Many of the members have journeyed through the employment experience; and much expertise, support, and
guidance is available. We’re not a “job bank”, but we
always remember that “Nothing is impossible with
God.” Stop in on Saturday and say hello, share a
prayer, or bring your own situation or ideas. For more
information, contact St Bonaventure Church at 952-854
-4733.
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Parish Happenings
Dear Parish Families:
Nativity of Mary School will celebrate Catholic
Schools' Week beginning Sunday, January 27, 2019
with our all school "Super Heroes" Open House beginning at Noon. Plan to join us at Nativity of Mary Catholic School. During the open house, children are encouraged to dress up in their favorite super hero costume
and take photos with our super heroes. We will have
animals from around the world, be giving tours, and encourage you to review the Middle School State Science
Fair projects. Teachers will be here to visit with families,
Preschool to Grade 8. This event kicks off a week off
special activities at Nativity of Mary School where we
join thousands of Catholic schools in this national event.
The "Faithful Beginnings" preschool at the Church of
St. Edward welcomed over 50 people to their Open
House event last Sunday. Enrollment is open for the new
preschool program opening in the fall of 2019. To enroll,
go to the Nativity of Mary School website or Church of
St. Edward website and follow the link to registration. Be
sure to start a new account and enroll in the St. Edward's
preschool.
Support Nativity of Mary School students through the
following fundraisers:
Read-A-Thon: Nativity students are collecting pledges
for their reading. Support a student by making a donation to Nativity. All gifts appreciated! Donations accepted through January 31, 2019.
Annual Fund: Nativity of Mary asks you to consider a
gift to our Annual Fund. Our goal is to raise $85,000 by
the end of June 2019. To date, we have donations of
$50, 760. Thank you for your generous support. Please
consider a gift to the school in 2019!
Nativity of Mary School students in
7th grade hosted their state qualifying Science Fair this week. From air
compression to rockets, the students
showcased their research and will
earn the opportunity to compete at
the State level.
To learn more about our academic excellence, we invite you to these upcoming Open House events:
Jan. 27 Sunday(12 - 2 p.m.) Super
Hero Open House Preschool to Grade
8 at Nativity of Mary School
February 6 Wednesday (5- 7 p.m.) Preschool & Kindergarten Registration Night
February 21 Monday (7-8 p.m.) Middle School Premiere
Thank you to everyone who donated or attended the
"Rally for Robertson" event this past Friday, January
18, 2019. We anticipate raising close to $15,000 for
Lynn Robertson and thank you for supporting her during
this time.
Blessings,
Mindy Reeder, Principal

Saturday, January 19
4:00 PM
MASS (†Olivia Fischer)
Chamber Choir
Sunday, January 20
8:30 AM
MASS (Nativity of Mary Parish)
Cantor
9:00 AM
RCIC, School Conf. Room 250
10:30 AM
MASS (†Rosemary & †Gary Mack)
Parish Choir
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
12:00 PM
Pre-Baptism Class, Conf. Rm 250
Monday, January 21 Martin Luther King
(Office Closed)
8:00 AM
MASS (†Msgr. Snrec)
Tuesday, January 22
8:00 AM
MASS (Travis & Laura Lund)
6:30 PM
PTO, Gathering Space
Wednesday, January 23
8:00 AM
MASS (Nativity of Mary Parish)
2:30 PM
Catechesis of Good Shepherd, Rm 204
6:00 PM
Confirmation, Parish Center
7:00 PM
RCIA, Conference Rm 250
7:00 PM
Choir Practice, Church
Thursday, January 24
8:00 AM
MASS (Nativity of Mary Parish)
8:30 AM
Coffee & Conversation, Gathering Space
9:45 AM
School Mass, Church
7:00 PM
Finance Committee, Conf Rm 250
Friday, January 25
8:00 AM
MASS (John Thomas Marthaler)
8:30 AM
Adoration, Chapel (8:30 am—Noon)
5:30 PM
Boy Scout Troop 374, Parish Center
Saturday, January 26
7:00 AM
Boy Scout Troop 374, Parish Center
8:00 AM
Communion Service, Chapel
3:00 PM
Individual Reconciliation
4:00 PM
Book Fair, Cafeteria
4:00 PM
MASS (Nativity of Mary Parish)
Cantor
Sunday, January 27
8:30 AM
MASS (Nativity of Mary Parish)
Cantor
8:30 AM
Book Fair, Cafeteria
9:00 AM
RCIC, School Conf. Room 250
9:00 AM
Family Faith Formation, Parish Center
10:30 AM
MASS (†Andrew & †Patricia Bivona)
Parish Choir
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
10:30 AM
Book Fair, Cafeteria
Thank you to Roof-Roof-New Roof and all our other
contributors for supporting our parish bulletin.
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Sharing Our Treasure

Quick Notes

During the month of December our weekly budgeted
contributions are $34,060 (4 weeks) January—$22,975
Offering for Weekend (Week 26)
December 22/23, 2018
Weekly
Year-to-Date
Actual
$25,871
$544,700
Scan to give
Budgeted
$34,060
$593,040
online
Actual
Budgeted
VEAP $630

December 29/30, 2018 (Week 27)
$16,021
$560,721
$34,060
$627,100

Actual
Budgeted

January 5/6, 2019 (Week 28)
$41,775
$602,496
$22,975
$650,075

Actual
Budgeted

January 12/13, 2019 (Week 29)
$30,674
$633,170
$22,975
$673,050

Thank-you to the many volunteers, young and old, for
giving of your time to help collect, sort, box up and deliver the gifts. This ministry is a success because of your help!
Spaghetti Dinner
Saturday, January 26, from 5 PM - 7:30 PM at St
Bonaventure, Ambrose Hall, 901 E 90th St., Bloomington
Tickets are $5 in advance and $7 at the door. Children
under 6 are free. Menu includes: Caesar salad, spaghetti
(with or without meat), toasted garlic bread, dessert and
beverages. Tickets are available at the parish office or
on weekends after masses at St Boni’s.

Christmas $24,667 Solemnity of Mary $9,745
Money Counters Please Note:
Sunday, January 27, 2019 Team 7

By January 31, 2019 each parish family will receive their
individual contribution statement for the 2018 calendar
year. Contribution statements may only include taxdeductible contributions given in 2018. Please contact Liz
Lockhart in the Parish Office at 952-881-8671 ext 214
if you have any questions regarding your record of contributions to Nativity of Mary. Please note that non taxdeductible contributions such as IRA donations, donations
given through a charitable organization or donor-advised
fund, and stock gifts are not able to be listed on your
contribution statement. Thank you for your generous support of the parish.
Telephone Numbers
Parish Office
Parish Fax
School Office
School Fax
Creative Clubhouse

(952)881-8671
(952)881-8692
(952)881-8160
(952)881-3032
(952)881-9103

Staff
Fr. Nels Gjengdahl, Pastor
Jim McLaughlin, Deacon
John Shearer, Deacon
Baier, Cathie, Coord. Of Evang./Faith Formation
Dobesh, Erin, Director of Pastoral Care
Elizondo, John, Maintenance Manager
Hagerty, Wanda, School Admin. Asst.
Lockhart, Liz, Director of Parish Operations

Angel Tree 2018
Advent and Christmas has come and gone but your generosity in making our 2018 Angel Tree a success has not
been forgotten! Thank you to all who donated items.
People of all ages received the gifts you have donated
which helped to make their Christmas a little brighter. For
others, because of your kindness, they’ll have access to
daily necessities that they are without and that most take
for granted. We collected 516 Angels and $2,445.00 in
gift cards. Many Angels were returned with several gifts
attached and some gifts were donated without Angels so
our angel count is much higher.

Ext.
317
314
314
311
319
315
100
214

Catholic Services Appeal — In response to the Gospel
call to serve the poor and spread the Good News, the
Catholic Services Appeal Foundation of the Saint Paul
and Minneapolis Area (CSAF) works as Christ’s hands and
feet throughout the 12-county Archdiocese. An independent non-profit organization, CSAF partners with 20 varied outreach ministries, thousands of individual donors,
and over 185 Catholic parishes to serve the poor, support life, and strengthen the Catholic faith. We invite you
to learn more about each of the vital ministries,
by visiting www.csafspm.org to learn more.

Oldowski, Carol, Parish Nurse
Reeder, Mindy, School Principal
Tobroxen, Judy, Parish Admin. Asst.
Weis, Terri, Part-Time Bookkeeper
Abigail Rome, Confirmation
arome@nativitybloomington.org
Jill Grimme, Lunch Director

320
201
310
321

Parish Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 8:30 AM—4:30 PM,
Saturday & Sunday: Closed
Website: www.NativityBloomington.org
9900 Lyndale Ave. South, Bloomington, MN 55420-4733

