February10,2019
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Liturgical Expeditions
St. Joseph
As you enter the main entrance of
our church you may notice an icon
hanging near the Mary statue.
Who was St. Joseph?
St. Joseph was an ordinary manual
laborer although descended from
the royal house of David. In the designs of Providence he was destined
to become the spouse of the Mother
of God. His high privilege is expressed in a single phrase, "Fosterfather of Jesus." About him Sacred
Scripture has little more to say than
that he was a just man - an expression which indicates how faithfully he
fulfilled his high trust of protecting and guarding God's
greatest treasures upon earth, Jesus and Mary.
The darkest hours of his life may well have been those
when he first learned of Mary's pregnancy; but precisely
in this time of trial Joseph showed himself great. His suffering, which likewise formed a part of the work of the
redemption, was not without great providential import:
Joseph was to be, for all times, the trustworthy witness of
the Messiah's virgin birth. After this, he modestly retires
into the background of holy Scripture.
Of St. Joseph's death the Bible tells us nothing. There are
indications, however, that he died before the beginning
of Christ's public life. His was the most beautiful death
that one could have, in the arms of Jesus and Mary.
Humbly and unknown, he passed his years at Nazareth,
silent and almost forgotten he remained in the background through centuries of Church history. Only in more
recent times has he been accorded greater honor. Liturgical veneration of St. Joseph began in the fifteenth century, fostered by Sts. Brigid of Sweden and Bernadine
of Siena.
At present there are two major feasts in his honor. On
March 19th our veneration is directed to him personally
and to his part in the work of redemption, while on May
1 we honor him as the patron of workmen throughout the
world and as our guide in the difficult matter of establishing equitable norms regarding obligations and rights
in the social order.

Weekly Readings:
February 3, 2019
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Community News
Trivia Night at Nativity!
We are bringing back Trivia
Night, on Saturday, March 2,
starting at 7 pm. Entry fee is
$10 per person paid before
the event or $15 at the
door. Form your own team (up to six members), or
we can assign you to one if you don’t have a
team. Entries will be sold after Sunday masses in the
Caritas Room on February 17 and 24, or you can
obtain them at the church office during the
week. Proceeds will be used to maintain the gardens around Nativity.
7th Annual Lenten Fish Fry Festival
Catch some fabulous food and fun at the Nativity of
Mary Lenten Fish Fry Festival! Friday, March 15,
from 4-9 p.m. Same great food, meat raffle and
free family movie in the gym showing at
7:15pm. More details to come, but mark it on your
calendars today and tell your friends and family
about this community event! Also, volunteers needed! Please lend a hand and sign up for a shift to
help by contacting Andy Wuebben at
andy.wuebben@farmprogress.com. Presented by
the Nativity Men’s Club.

Pray For…
Deacon Jim McLaughlin
and the prayers in our
Parish Book of Intercessions.
Please call Kass Lanman, Volunteer Coordinator
of Nativity of Mary Prayer Chain Ministry, at
(952)881-0233, with your request for prayers.
Hospital Ministry—If you or a family member is
hospitalized and would like to be visited by our
hospital minister, please call Erin, Pastoral Minister, in the Parish Office at (952)881-8671 ext
319.

Thursday: Gn 2:18-25/Mk 7:24-30
Sunday: Is 6:1-2a, 3-8/1 Cor 15:1-11 /
Lk 5:1-11
Friday: Gn 3:1-8/Mk 7:31-37
Monday: Gn 1:1-19/Mk 6:53-56
Saturday: Gn 3:9-24/Mk 8:1-10
Tuesday: Gn 1:20—2:4a/Mk 7:1-13
Next Sunday: Jer 17:5-8/1 Cor 15:12, 16-20/
Wednesday: Gn 2:4b-9, 15-17/
Lk 6:17, 20-26
Mk 7:14-23
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Pastor’s Note
Stewardship: Religious Life
When I was young and going to mass on Sundays, I had only met one religious sister in my life. Her name was
Sr. Pascaline. I thought she was the last religious sister on earth and once she passed away, I imagined that
there would be no more religious sisters on the planet...I was completely wrong. While the numbers of religious
sisters and nuns (yes, there is a difference) has been waning, the Holy Spirit has still been actively calling women to the consecrated life...and young women have been responding.
One example of this response is the new religious sisters that have moved into our neighborhood. As many of
you know, the Poor Clare religious sisters have had a presence in Bloomington dating back to the large expansion in the 1950’s. Their numbers diminished over the years, yet the sisters played a powerful role in our community. A few years back, the Poor Clares decided to share space with the Franciscan sisters in Rochester,
while maintaining their contemplative life. This meant that they needed to discern what God wanted for their
convent, located near 88th St. and Penn Avenue. In God’s amazing plan, a group of religious sisters from Peru
had begun ministering in the Twin Cities. The Pro Ecclesia Sancta sisters were praying for a place to live and
pray. And behold, by God’s grace and the generosity of the Poor Clares, the convent will continue to be just
that...a convent for religious sister.
The Pro Ecclesia Sancta sisters will sometimes attend daily mass here at our parish and can be found in the
neighborhood. On February 17th, they will be having an open house convent from 10:30am to 1pm. You will
be able to meet our new neighbors, have a tour and connect with the wonderful Catholic tradition right here in
our own backyard. I pray that many of the families of our parish will be able to meet these sisters and perhaps even the seed of a religious vocation may be planted in the hearts of some of the young ladies of our
parish. Please join me in praying for an increase of vocations to the religious life.

Mass Times

Weekend Masses
Saturday Mass 4:00 PM
Sunday Masses 8:30 & 10:30 AM
Private Confessions
Saturday 3:00-3:45 PM

Weekday Mass
8:00 AM Monday through Friday
Saturday
8:00 AM Communion Service
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Faith Formation
Children’s Liturgy of the Word is being offered at the
10:30 AM Mass this Sunday, February 10. Children between the ages of 3-12 are welcome to join. This week’s
3-6 reader is Dottie Kaye and the 7-12 reader is Tom
Burns.
February Service Project
Family Faith Formation and the Confirmation Candidates
will be sponsoring another service project on Sunday,
February 24. We need your help! We are making sandwiches for "The Sandwich Project" which provides sandwiches to homeless people on a daily basis. Our goal is
to make 450 sandwiches. That will cost approximately
$250. Please consider making a small online donation
through the parish website if you would like to help. Go
to Nativity's website. Click on Donate->Make Donation. A separate secure window will open. Locate Events
and you will see an option to give to "The Sandwich Project." Thank you for your generosity!
Family Faith Formation
Family Faith Formation will meet in the school cafeteria on
Wednesday, February 13 from 6:30 - 8:00 PM. Please
contact Cathie Baier with any questions at
cbaier@nativitybloomington.org or 952-881-8671 x311
Please join us for the Marriage in Christ seminar.
Over time, busy couples can fall into a rut and we begin
to take our spouse for granted. We can forget how much
we love each other. The five-week Marriage in Christ
Seminar offers daily activities that couples can do in as
little as 15-20 minutes a day. These activities are designed to deepen our friendship with God and with our
spouse. The format for each day is easy to follow. Couples pray together each day, talk about things the things
we used to talk about when we were getting to know
each other. The Marriage in Christ Seminar offers practical suggestions for putting our love into action and deepening our friendship.
“The Marriage in Christ seminar offers small practical
steps that are so achievable. Thank you so much. It was
such a blessing for us. Great practical things to do immediately to make and see changes in our relationship.
Thank you for caring and putting the importance of marriage into practice for us.”
“The Marriage in Christ seminar has confirmed our friendship and given us a deep gratitude for it.”
The Marriage in Christ seminar will be held at Nativity of
Mary, 9900 Lyndale Ave S, Bloomington in the commons
area at South side of building on Thursdays, 7 – 9 pm,
March 14, 21, 28, April 4, and April 11. Childcare is
available. To register, please contact Emily at
emily@marriageinchrist.com or 612-281-3362. Cost is
$25/couple married five years or less; all others $85/
couple.
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Community Life

Lunch and Learn Series
Please join us this Thursday, February 14, from
11:30—1:30 pm in the Gathering Space for our next
upcoming talk titled, “How to Enter into Lent: Physically, Mentally and Spiritually. The guest speaker will be
Father Nels Gjengdahl. Bring a bag lunch and the coffee will be on. The event is free. It is sponsored by the
Nativity’s Health and Wellness Committee.
Grieving Death and Growing—The winter session of
the Bloomington-Richfield Grief Support Coalition is
meeting at Transfiguration Lutheran Church, 11000
France Ave S, Bloomington, on Thursdays, from 4:306:00 pm, through Thursday, February 21. Each session
will include an educational presentation from 4:30—
5:00 pm and small groups from 5:00—6:00 pm lead
by trained facilitators. Thursday, February 14, the
presenter is Bob Bartlett, and the topic will be “Grief
and Intimacy.” There is no fee and no need to preregister—all are welcome.
Life in the Spirit Seminar
Twin Cities Catholic Charismatic Renewal Winter Teaching Conference - Anchored in Unshakable Hope with Bishop Cozzens as the opening speaker. Come
for more of the Holy Spirit , attend several teachings
and testimonies regarding clinging to Hope being
poured into us by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Saturday, February 23, 8:30am-4:30pm, Church of the
Epiphany, 1900 111th Ave NW, Coon Rapids, MN
55433. Pre-registration with lunch: $40
At the door: $50/ Students, Religious,those over
70: $20/ Over 80: $5 For more information or to
register, visit the website: www.ccro-msp.org or
call 763-571-5314.
WINE: Catholic Women’s Conference
Saturday, March 2, 2019, St. Vincent de Paul, (9100
93rd Ave N), Brooklyn Park
WINE: Women In the New Evangelization invites you to
the 5th annual WINE: Catholic Women’s Conference
with an optional evening gathering on Friday. The Saturday conference runs from 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. The
day includes inspirational talks by Catholic singer and
storyteller ValLimar Jansen; Catholic evangelist, author,
and retreat leader, Kathleen Beckman; and St. Paul’s
own Bible teacher, author and singer, Elizabeth Kelly.
You are invited to come at 8 a.m. for Mass celebrated
by Bishop Andrew Cozzens.
Register today at the early bird price of $55 or register for the Friday Social Gathering & Saturday Conference for $100. For more information and to register,
visit WINEconference.org.
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Parish Happenings
Dear Nativity Families:
Nativity of Mary School hosted the University of Notre
Dame this week as part of our Blended Learning implementation. Our students are thriving with this program
where each child's educational journey is personalized to
their specific needs. We invite you to tour Nativity of
Mary School to learn more about the benefits of Blended
Learning for your child. Nativity of Mary School basketball teams continue to impress while our ski club is busy
enjoying the fresh snow. The 6th grade class created History Day projects as part of Minnesota History education. These projects, along with the 7th Grade science
projects are eligible to compete at regional and state
competitions. All of our academic and enrichment activities help Nativity students thrive and score well above
their peers on national testing while strengthening their
personal relationship with Christ. Registration is open for
Preschool to Grade 8 and we would love to share the
Nativity difference with you! Call the school to arrange a
tour at 952-881-8160.

Join us at these upcoming events:
February 12: Financial Aid Assistance Night (Spanish
Translator Available) 4:30-6:30 p.m. - Come to the
School Office
February 17: Messy Art Day - the whole family can
come join the fun!
February 21: Middle School Information Night 7 p.m.
We ask that you join us in praying for the Long family,
our 5th grade teachers. Thank you for uplifting our
teachers and staff in prayers.
Blessings,
Mindy Reeder
Nativity of Mary Catholic School
Principal 952-881-8160

Saturday, February 9
4:00 PM
MASS (†Rita Schoenecker)
Parish Choir
Sunday, February 10
8:30 AM
MASS (Nativity of Mary Parish)
Cantor
9:00 AM
RCIC, School Conf. Room 250
10:30 AM
MASS (Andy Gerber)
Ensemble
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
11:30 AM
Book Club, Conf. Rm 250
Monday, February 11
8:00 AM
MASS (Nativity of Mary Parish)
6:45 PM
Boy Scout Troop 374, Cafeteria
Tuesday, February 12
8:00 AM
MASS (Travis & Laura Lund)
7:00 PM
Stewardship Committee, Conf. Rm 250
Wednesday, February 13
8:00 AM
MASS (†Daniel Garrity)
2:30 PM
Catechesis of Good Shepherd, Rm 204
6:30 PM
RE, Cafeteria & Class Rooms
6:00 PM
Confirmation, Parish Center
7:00 PM
RCIA, Conference Rm 250
7:00 PM
Choir Rehearsal, Church
7:00 PM
Rosary Fellowship, Chapel
Thursday, February 14
8:00 AM
MASS (Scott Caple)
8:30 AM
Coffee & Conversation, Gathering Space
9:45 AM
School Mass, Church
11:30 AM
Lunch and Learn, Gathering Space
Friday, February 15
8:00 AM
MASS (†Patrick Fisher)
8:30 AM
Adoration, Chapel (8:30 am—Noon)
Saturday, February 16
8:00 AM
Communion Service, Chapel
3:00 PM
Individual Reconciliation
4:00 PM
MASS (†Lynn & †Barbara Smith)
Cantor
Sunday, February 17
8:30 AM
MASS (Nativity of Mary Parish)
Cantor
9:00 AM
RCIC, School Conf. Room 250
10:30 AM
MASS (Dave Matlon Family)
Parish Choir
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
12:00 PM
Pre-baptism Class, Conf. Rm 250
Thank you to Bill Peterson, Attorney at Law and all our
other contributors for supporting our parish bulletin.
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Sharing Our Treasure

Quick Notes

During the month of February our weekly budgeted
contributions are 21,725 (4 weeks)
Offering for Weekend (Week 32)
February 2/3, 2019
Weekly
Year-to-Date
Actual
$33,788
$710,584
Scan to give
Budgeted
$21,725
$740,725
online
Money Counters Please Note:
Sunday, February 17, 2019 Team 10
52 Club Winners: 2/10/2019 Guerline Alcenat $100
Lay Witness Weekend (Feb 9-10):
Thank you for praying for our community. Last weekend
was our parish’s Stewardship Commitment Weekend.
Thank you to everyone who took the opportunity to reflect on how God is calling them to serve. If you have a
completed form, please return it in the collection during
Mass or to the parish office. If you need a form, they are
available in the back of the Church.
Catholic Services Appeal Foundation
It is an independent non-profit focused solely on supporting 20 designated outreach ministries and nothing else.
Partnering with these ministries, you help those in need:
the hungry, the orphan, the sick, suffering, dying and
grieving. You assist in ministering to the imprisoned, evangelizing Catholic youth and college students, and
strengthening families. You enable the sacraments to be
provided to Catholics young and old alike, throughout the
12-county area and beyond. We invite you to learn more
about each of the vital ministries supported by the Foundation, and to join us in transforming lives through the
Gospel! Visit www.csafspm.org today.
Telephone Numbers
Parish Office
Parish Fax
School Office
School Fax
Creative Clubhouse

(952)881-8671
(952)881-8692
(952)881-8160
(952)881-3032
(952)881-9103

Staff
Fr. Nels Gjengdahl, Pastor
Jim McLaughlin, Deacon
John Shearer, Deacon
Baier, Cathie, Coord. Of Evang./Faith Formation
Dobesh, Erin, Director of Pastoral Care
Elizondo, John, Maintenance Manager
Hagerty, Wanda, School Admin. Asst.
Lockhart, Liz, Director of Parish Operations

Ext.
317
314
314
311
319
315
100
214

Organ Concert - Feb 22nd - 7pm
Nativity of Mary will be hosting another organ concert on
February 22. The concert will feature Dr. David Jenkins
from the St. Paul Seminary. The performance will be held
in the church at 7pm. All are welcome to attend. (Dr.
Jenkins was one of Fr. Gjengdahl’s professor’s during his
time at seminary and may have a story or two to tell
about your pastor).
Valentine’s Dinner
The Marian Council of the Knights of Columbus is sponsoring a Valentine Dinner this Thursday, February 14, from 5
to 9 p.m. at the banquet hall of the Knights Event Center,
1114 American Blvd. W, Bloomington. Prices will range
for five different dinners from $24.95 to $39.95, including a glass of house red or white wine for each entrée.
For reservations, call 952-888-1492.
Catholic Community Foundation of Minnesota
Wednesday, February 13, 7:15–10:15 a.m. at University
of St. Thomas – St. Paul Campus Woulfe Alumni Hall –
Anderson Student Center, 2115 Summit Ave, St. Paul.
You’ll learn how CCF stewards more than $350 million
charitable dollars on behalf of its many donors to meet
the needs of our local community. You’ll also gain perspective on the 2019 economic outlook from nationally
recognized economist Jim Paulsen. Event is free. Breakfast
is provided. Register by Feb. 4 at ccf-mn.org/events/
investment-conference.

Girl Scout Cookie Sales
The Nativity of Mary 1st, 2nd, and 4th grade Girl Scout
troops are selling after all masses on the weekends of
Feb 9-10 and Feb 23-24. Proceeds from cookie sales go
to fund troop activities like camping, service projects, and
troop activities. Please consider supporting the
Nativity of Mary Girl Scouts by buying cookies.

Oldowski, Carol, Parish Nurse
Reeder, Mindy, School Principal
Tobroxen, Judy, Parish Admin. Asst.
Weis, Terri, Part-Time Bookkeeper
Abigail Rome, Confirmation
arome@nativitybloomington.org
Jill Grimme, Lunch Director

320
201
310
321

Parish Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 8:30 AM—4:30 PM,
Saturday & Sunday: Closed
Website: www.NativityBloomington.org
9900 Lyndale Ave. South, Bloomington, MN 55420-4733

