September 8,2019
Twenty Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

9900 LYNDALE AVENUE SOUTH • BLOOMINGTON, MN 55420-4733

WWW.NATIVITYBLOOMINGTON.ORG
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CONTACT INFORMATION

Community News

Telephone Numbers
Parish Office
Parish Fax
School Office
Creative Clubhouse

NATIVITY OF MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH

952.881.8671
952.881.8692
952.881.8160
952.881.9103

Parish Staff

Raffle Tickets
Your raffle tickets will be available to be picked up
after all masses this weekend and also next weekend, September 14/15. You may also pick them up
any day in the Parish Office. They can be dropped
in the collection basket on weekends or brought to
the parish office or Heritage Days.

Ext.
Fr Nathan LaLiberte, Pastor
frnathan@nativitybloomington.org
Dcn. John Shearer, Deacon
jshearer@nativitybloomington.org
Baier, Cathie, Coordinator of Evangelization and
Faith Formation
cbaier@nativitybloomington.org
Campion, Mike, Maintenance Manager
mcampion@nativitybloomington.org
Dobesh, Erin, Pastoral Minister
edobesh@nativitybloomington.org
Grimme, Jill, Lunch Director
jgrimme@nativitybloomington.org
Hagerty, Wanda, School Admin. Asst.
whagerty@nativitybloomington.org
Keogh, Cindy, Creative Clubhouse Coordinator
ckeogh@nativitybloomington.org
Millner, Nicole, Director of Liturgy & Music
nmillner@nativitybloomington.org
Pajak, Ryan, Principal
rpajak@nativitybloomington.org
Rachel, Joanne, Director of Parish Operations
jrachel@nativitybloomington.org
Tobroxen, Judy, Parish Administrative Assistant
jtobroxen@nativitybloomington.org
Weis, Terri, Part-Time Bookkeeper
tweis@nativitybloomington.org
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320
315
319
204
100
329
322

Time to Get Signed Up!
The sign-up list for Nativity volunteers at Heritage Days (Sept 21) is
at the Welcome Desk. There are
lots of things to do and fun to be
had! Sign up for a shift to sit in the History tent, talk
with visitors about Nativity of Mary parish history,
encourage folks to play Box Hockey or try out vintage typewriters. Give a warm Nativity welcome at
the festival kiosk, share maps and entertainment
schedules. Parking lot attendants are needed at our
north lot to reserve it for Mass attendees, and let
authorized vehicles in & out. There are a couple
slots left to sell Nativity Raffle tickets and help with
Concessions at Bingo.
Call or stop in at the Parish Office Welcome Desk to
reserve your preferred volunteer spot before it’s
gone!
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Please keep the following in your prayers. . .
Pray
For…
Barb Dockendorf

and the prayers in our
Parish Book of Intercessions.

Parish Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 8:30 AM—4:30 PM,
Saturday & Sunday: Closed

Please call Kass Lanman, Volunteer Coordinator
of Nativity of Mary Prayer Chain Ministry, at
(952)881-0233, with your request for prayers.

Website: www.NativityBloomington.org
9900 Lyndale Ave. South
Bloomington, MN 55420-4733

Hospital Ministry—If you or a family member is
hospitalized and would like to be visited by our
hospital minister, please call Erin, Pastoral Minister, in the Parish Office at (952)881-8671 ext
319.

Weekly Readings:
September 8, 2019

Sunday: Wis 9:13-18b/Phlm 9-10, 12-17/ Thursday: Col 3:12-17/Lk 6:27-38
Lk 14:25-33
Friday: 1 Tm 1:1-2, 12-14/Lk 6:39-42
Monday: Col 1:24--2:3/Lk 6:6-11
Saturday: Nm 21:4b-9/Phil 2:6-11/Jn 3:13-17
Tuesday: Col 2:6-15/Lk 6:12-19
Next Sunday: Ex 32:7-11, 13-14/
Wednesday: Col 3:1-11/Lk 6:20-26
1 Tm 1:12-17/Lk 15:1-32
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Pastor’s Note
Our Spiritual Home
Recently a friend of mine sent me an awesome article written by Claire Dwyer, a freelance columnist for the
National Catholic Register. In this article, entitled “My Father’s House,” Claire speaks about the importance of
mankind’s constant search for a place in this world to set roots down and encounter God. I found her articulation of this spiritual seeking for a place to rest to be something that resonated deeply within my own heart.
Her article reminded me of how important it has been for me, over my many years of formation for the priesthood, to find places that became sort of landmarks for me to encounter God. How certain places just immediately put me at ease to the divine presence, and alert me to the fact that God is alive and communicating with
us. Whether it be a particular church, a retreat center, a special cross or religious picture at our residence,
there are just certain things that immediately open us up to the presence of God in our lives. Below is an excerpt from Claire Dwyer’s article that I hope touches your own human experience of seeking the Divine in this
world as it did me:
“It is always a wonder that a God unlimited by time and space binds Himself to it in each moment and corner
where we encounter Him. And it is a fact that He creates places for us. Since Eden, He carves out spaces and
hovers over our chaos to help us make rooms and homes, chapels and churches that speak to us of something
holy here, and point to something holy beyond.
“Isn’t this the reason for pilgrimages and crusades – to entwine ourselves in the holy history of a place, to pay
our respects to grace in the gardens it grew, to reclaim with fierce loyalty the holy lands and buildings for the
Church which sprung from the blood of the martyrs in its soil? Something hardwired in us tells us, these places
are consecrated to resurrect our hope. And we feel somehow, entering a Basilica, chapel, catacomb, or cell –
even after crossing strange seas and deserts – that we have in a mysterious way come home.
“Our hearts long for home because we were created for one. We were made for a place. In this life, it is one
which reflects us, but even more, reflects God, and reminds us of what – and who – we love. One where we
cooperate with the Spirit to create a kind of beauty and order. One where we can exhale and find little sabbaths amid the chaos of the world. An anticipation of a place reserved for an eternal Sabbath.
“And is it not a miracle that we have a God who pitches his own tent in our wilderness? Who, unwilling to
leave us alone until that time when He will come again to take us to Himself, comes now to remain in the Tabernacle (literally, “dwelling place”)? He takes up residence in every Church and what’s more, in every
soul. He makes in us His own kind of heaven. He desires to be with us, to the point of dwelling within us. It’s
astonishing, really.”

Mass Times

Weekend Masses
Saturday Mass 4:00 PM
Sunday Masses 8:30 & 10:30 AM

Weekday Mass
8:00 AM Monday, Wednesday-Friday,
**Tuesday 6:00 PM

Confessions
Tuesday, 5-5:50 pm, Wednesday, 7:30-7:50
am, Thursday, 8:30-9:30am, Saturday, 3-3:45

Adoration M-F, 7-8 am
and Fri 8:30-noon
Saturday 8:00 AM Communion Service

3

4

SEPTEMBER 8, 2019—THE TWENTY THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Faith Formation
Children’s Liturgy of the Word is not being offered at the
10:30 AM Mass this Sunday, September 8.
Searching for a spiritual home? Our “no strings” inquiry
series begins in mid October. Ideal for learning about
Catholicism and for Catholics who have not yet received
Eucharist and/or Confirmation. Contact Deacon John
Shearer (952-913-2101
or jshearer@nativitybloomington.org).
Catechists Needed
We need 4th grade and 5th grade catechists and middle
school catechists. We are also looking for small group
leaders for Confirmation. If you would like to help pass
on the faith to the future generation, please contact Cathie Baier at cbaier@nativitybloomington.org or call 952881-8671 X320.
Family Faith Formation Begins September 25
Registration is open for our Family Faith Formation program. Our first monthly meeting is Wednesday, September 25 at 6:30 in the cafeteria. Registration is available online at the parish website. For more information or
to be a catechist or helper, please contact Cathie Baier
at cbaier@nativitybloomington.org or call 952-8818671 X320.
Confirmation and First Communion Preparation
Registration for Confirmation and First Communion are
available online at the parish web site. Confirmation
meets twice monthly on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of
the month at 6:30. The Parent/Confirmation Candidate
information meeting will be on Wednesday, September
18th at 6:30 in Cafeteria.
First Reconciliation/First Communion preparation will
begin with a Kick Off meeting for parents and children
wishing to receive the sacraments on Tuesday, October
22 at 6:30 in the Church. Please contact Cathie Baier
with any questions at cbaier@nativitybloomington.org or
call 952-881-8671 X320.
Archdiocesan Synod – Upcoming Prayer and Listening
Events
What’s working and what’s not in the Archdiocese? Archbishop Hebda wants to hear from you! Please prayerfully
consider attending an upcoming Prayer and Listening
Event, as part of the Pre-Synod Process and make your
voice heard. Your input will help guide the Archdiocese
over the next 5-10 years. Learn more about the Synod
and see a full listing of Prayer and Listening Events
at archspm.org/synod.
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Community Life
Welcome Desk Receptionist
We are looking to fill a volunteer position on the 1st
and 3rd Wednesday afternoon. Duties include answering phones and helping with general questions
from parishioners and visitors. The hours are 12:30
PM to 4:30 PM. Please call Judy at (952) 8818671 x310 or email her at jtobroxen@nativitybloomington.org.
CHILDREN'S CHOIR BEGINNING!
While our parish bid a fond adieu to Emily Najjar
this last spring after many dedicated years of directing our Children's Choir, I am excited to begin working with the children this year and to continue to cultivate our children's love and understanding of music
and our beautiful faith. The Children's Choir is open
to any children from the parish from 1st through 6th
grade. We will continue to rehearse on Wednesday
afternoons in the Church, throughout the school
year. Our first rehearsal will be Wednesday, September 18th. Please contact Nicole Millner
(nmillner@nativitybloomington.org) for further information or to register your child (or children!).
New Youth Minister
St. Bonaventure and Nativity
of Mary are happy to announce that we have hired a
new Youth Minister who will
work with both parishes.
My name is Izabella
Frederiksen. I am originally
from California and graduated from the University of Mary
in Bismarck, North Dakota with
a degree in Communications and minor in Theology. I
had the privilege to serve with NET Ministries back in
2014-2015. That year of service taught me the
beauty of community and prayer. I am humbled and
honored to be joining your team. Thank you for your
warm welcome and I look forward to being of service in any way I can to our youth. Thank you for
having me.
In Christ,
Izabella Frederiksen
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Parish Happenings
Greetings!
We had an incredible week at Nativity Catholic
School! The students are finally back and the building
feels like it should: full of energy, excitement, and faith
-filled students. It was incredible to see and talk to so
many families on the first day. It is going to be a great
year! I am truly blessed to be the principal here at
Nativity.
Our Parent Information Night is scheduled for
Wednesday, September 11. Parent Information Night
is an evening for parents where you will hear from me
regarding the great things happening at Nativity and
we will talk about our theme: Be kind. Be brave. Believe!
After the large group gathering, parents will be
spending some time with their children’s teachers in
their classrooms learning about that specific grade, the
curriculum, and the methods our teachers will use to
help every child grow. This night is a great way for
parents to get an understanding of where we are going as a school, what their children are going to learn
this year, and connecting with our fantastic parent
community!
Sincerely,
Ryan Pajak
Principal
JOIN OUR SCHOOL FAMILY!
We are still accepting
new students for the
2019-2020 school
year. Please contact the
school office if you have
an interest in learning
more about our wonderful school. We would
love to give you a tour
and share more about
the excellent wholechild education that Nativity of Mary Catholic
School provides.

Saturday, September 7
4:00 PM
MASS, Church (†Fr Dennis Dunne MM)
Cantor
Sunday, September 8
8:30 AM
MASS, Church (Nativity of Mary)
Cantor
9:00 AM
Green Angels Meeting
10:30 AM
MASS, Church (†Mark Roskop)
Choir
Monday, September 9
7:00 AM
Adoration, Church
8:00 AM
MASS, Church (†Dr Paul Jorgensen)
3:00 PM
33 Days to Morning Glory,
Conf Rm 202
Tuesday, September 10
7:00 AM
Adoration, Church
5:00 PM
Confession, Chapel
6:00 PM
MASS, Church (Colleen McLaughlin)
7:00 PM
Stewardship Meeting, Conf. Rm. 250
Wednesday, September 11
7:00 AM
Adoration, Church
7:30 AM
Confession, Chapel
8:00 AM
MASS, Church (†Bob &†Eileen Clancy )
7:00 PM
Parish Choir Rehearsal, Church
Thursday, September 12
7:00 AM
Adoration, Church
MASS, Church (†Dr Paul Jorgensen)
8:00 AM
8:30 AM
Coffee & Conversation, Gath. Space
8:30 AM
Confession, Chapel
9:45 AM
School Mass, Church
Friday, September 13
7:00 AM
Adoration, Church
8:00 AM
MASS, Church (†Deacon Jim
McLaughlin)
8:30-12pm Adoration, Chapel
7:00 PM
Rosary Fellowship, Chapel
Saturday, September 14
8:00 AM
COMMUNION SERVICE, Chapel
3:00 PM
Individual Reconciliation, Chapel
4:00 PM
MASS, Church (†Ed Theis Sr)
Cantor
Sunday, September 15
8:30 AM
MASS, Church (†Irene Kiedrowski
Rengstorff)
Cantor
10:30 AM
MASS, Church (Nativity of Mary)
Choir
Thank you to Home Security Team, and all our other
contributors for supporting our parish bulletin.
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Sharing Our Treasure
During the month of August our weekly budgeted contributions are $17,340 (5 weeks).

Actual
Budgeted

Offering for Weekend (Week 8)
August 24/25, 2019
Weekly
Year-to-Date
Scan to give
$
$
online
$
$

NATIVITY OF MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH

Quick Notes
Tuesday Mass Time Change
There were 54 people at the
evening daily mass this past
week. A special thank you to
the 8 am mass crowd for being willing to share access to
the Eucharist to people who
can’t make mornings work.
Fr. Nathan

*All missing weekend dollars will be included in the next
weeks’ bulletin.

Money Counters:
Sunday, September 15, 2019 Team 10
52 Club Winner:
9/8/2019 Tom Segar $100

Tweets of Wisdom from Pope Francis

Parish Council
The following is a list of the new Parish Council members for Nativity of Mary.
Steve Casalenda
Ryan Sueverkruepp
Thomas Shearer
Linda Gross

Fare For All
It is a cooperative food buying program open to everyone. It will be held at Creekside Community Center on
Wednesday, September 18 from 11 am—1 pm. There
are packages of fresh fruits and vegetables as well as
frozen meat items. Cash, credit, debit or EBT.

Jim Peterson
Doris Morton
Judy Boulay
Rick Nelson

A Biography of Our Newest Trustee, Tom Burns
One of the things that Fr. Nathan, our Pastor, has
asked, is if the parish trustees would tell Nativity of
Mary a little about themselves. Thus, I just wanted
to write a couple things about myself and my family
so that you can get to know who I am.

I am grateful to be able to say that I am a lifelong
Catholic. My faith journey began at home and continued through 16 years of Catholic education. I
was an altar boy while attending Holy Spirit School,
in the Bronx, being taught by very dedicated nuns
and on to Cardinal Hayes High School, again, from
dedicated brothers and priests who furthered my
knowledge of Catholicism, the importance it played
in my life and helping me process how my faith was
(and continues to be) an integral part of who I am
as one of God’s children.

“The Holy Spirit, when we invite
Him into our wounds, anoints our
painful memories with the balm
of hope, because the Spirit restores hope.

Biography continued. . .
My Catholic education continued at Iona College
(New Rochelle, NY), and was something that was
so important to me that I made sure my own children and grandchildren have had the opportunity
to receive Catholic Education.
My wife, Kathleen and I have been married for 53
years. We raised 5 children and are blessed with
18 grandchildren.

In the past I have served on two different parish
councils (in New Hampshire and Long Lake, MN)
and served as the Chair of Religious Education at
St George Church in Long Lake, MN. Currently I
have the opportunity to be a lector at Nativity of
Mary, an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, leader of Children’s Liturgy and volunteer to
serve the underprivileged through our Loaves and
Fishes program. As of recently I have stepped on
as one of the two Trustees at Nativity of Mary.
If there is anyone from the parish that would desire
to contact me I can be reached
at: tlburns43@gmail.com

