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CONTACT INFORMATION

Telephone Numbers
Parish Office
Parish Fax
School Office
Creative Clubhouse

952-881-8671
952-881-8692
952-881-8160
952-881-9103

Parish Staff

Ext
Fr Nathan LaLiberte, Pastor
frnathan@nativitybloomington.org
8066
Dcn. John Shearer, Deacon
jshearer@nativitybloomington.org
8068
Dcn. Thom Winninger, Deacon
deacon@winninger.com
8087
Baier, Cathie, Lead Catechist, CGS
cbaier@nativitybloomington.org
8069
Cronkhite, Kerry, Ministry Coordinator
kcronkhite@nativitybloomington.org
8070
Dobson, Mary, Dir of Evangelization & Faith Formation
mdobson@nativitybloomington.org
8067
Grimme, Jill, Lunch Director
jgrimme@nativitybloomington.org
8062
Hagerty, Wanda, School Admin. Asst.
whagerty@nativitybloomington.org
8040
Fyksen, Patty, Creative Clubhouse Coordinator
pfyksen@nativitybloomington.org
8065
Millner, Nicole, Director of Liturgy & Music
nmillner@nativitybloomington.org
8074
Pajak, Ryan, Principal
rpajak@nativitybloomington.org
8060
Rachel, Joanne, Director of Parish Operations
jrachel@nativitybloomington.org
8071
Tobroxen, Judy, Parish Administrative Assistant
jtobroxen@nativitybloomington.org
8072
Weis, Terri, Part-Time Bookkeeper
tweis@nativitybloomington.org
8075
Trustees
Tom Burns: tlburns43@gmail.com
Christopher Dietzen: christopher.dietzen@gmail.com
Parish Council Chair:
Steve Casalenda: scasalenda@remax.net
Finance Council Chair:
Chad Huset: husetcs@hotmail.com
Parish Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 8:30 AM—4:30 PM,
Saturday & Sunday: Closed
Website: www.NativityBloomington.org
9900 Lyndale Ave. South
Bloomington, MN 55420

Sunday:

Weekly Readings:
September 20, 2020

Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:

NATIVITY OF MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH

PROTOCOLS FOR LIMITED OPENING

Nativity of Mary is currently open on weekdays from
6:30am-4:30pm for private prayer, at 50% seating
capacity. The Church is closed briefly each day after Holy
Mass for cleaning and disinfecting. The details of the "Phase
II Reopening" are available on our website and posted
prominently at the Church entrance. In accordance with the
Governor's Executive Order 20-81, face masks are now
required at all times while inside the Church.
Holy Mass is celebrated indoors according to our regular
schedule. The liturgy on Saturday evening at 4pm will be
Livestreamed on our YouTube Page and saved for viewing
anytime. Holy Communion will be distributed in the South
Parking Lot on Sundays from 9:30am - 10am, see page 4 for
details. Due to the health concerns, Father Barry is not yet
able to return to celebrating Holy Mass on Mondays. Father
Nathan will continue offering that intention at a private
liturgy. The Word and Communion Service for Saturday
Mornings continues to be suspended.
Adoration and Confession have also returned indoors (see
page 4). Please continue to be cautious as you determine
whether to come to Nativity to pray, and maintain social
distance even when present at Nativity. While cleaning and
disinfecting has increased, and additional precautions are in
place (such as propping doors and blocking off pews), please
consider the possibility of infecting others before coming into
the building.
*An inherent risk of exposure to COVID-19 exists anywhere
people are present. COVID-19 is an extremely contagious
disease that can lead to severe illness and death. According
to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, senior
citizens and people with underlying medical conditions are
especially vulnerable. Nativity of Mary Catholic Church has
undertaken precautionary guidelines to help reduce the risk
of exposure. However, we cannot guarantee that visitors are
100% safe from exposure to COVID-19. Therefore, Nativity
of Mary recommends that people over 65 or with underlying
health conditions not attend mass at this time and continue to
worship online. Attendance at liturgies is at your own risk.

Please pray for an end to the COVID-19 pandemic
and for all impacted by it
and the prayers in our Parish Book of Intercessions.
Please call Kass Lanman, Coordinator of Nativity of Mary
Prayer Chain, at (952)881-0233, with your prayer request.
Hospital Ministry—If you or a family member is hospitalized
and would like to be visited by our hospital minister, please
call the Parish Office at (952)881-8671.
Is 55:6-9 / Phil 1:20c-24, 27a / Thursday:
Mt 20:1-16a
Friday:
Eph 4:1-7, 11-13 / Mt 9:9-13
Saturday:
Prv 21:1-6, 10-13 / Lk 8:19-21
Next Sunday:
Prv 30:5-9 / Lk 9:1-6

Eccl 1:2-11 / Lk 9:7-9
Eccl 3:1-11 / Lk 9:18-22
Eccl 11:9-12:8 / Lk 9:43b-45
Ez 18:25-28 / Phil 2:1-11 /
Mt 21:28-3
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A Note From the Pastor
I was so incredibly moved by this true story that I had to
share it with the entire parish. It is the story of a U.S. Marine
who served in the Korean war in the 1950s. With the Feast
of St. Michael the Archangel on September 29th I thought this
was a very fitting way to prepare for this day.
Dear Mom,
I am writing to you from a hospital bed. Don’t worry, Mom, I am
okay. I was wounded, but the doctor says that I will be up in no
time.
But that’s not what I have to tell you, Mom. Something
happened to me that I don’t dare tell anyone else for fear of
their disbelief. But I have to tell you, the one person I can
confide in, though even you may find it hard to believe. You
remember the prayer to Saint Michael that you taught me to
pray when I was little: “Michael, Michael of the morning,…”
Before I left home for Korea, you urged me to remember this
prayer before any confrontation with the enemy. But you really
didn’t have to remind me, Mom. I have always prayed it, and
when I got to Korea, I said it a couple of times a day while
marching or resting.
Well, one day, we were told to move forward to scout for the
enemy. It was a really cold day. As I was walking along, I
perceived another fellow walking beside me, and I looked to
see who it was. He was a big fellow, a Marine about 6’4” and
built proportionally. Funny, but I didn’t know him, and I thought I
knew everyone in my unit. I was glad to have the company and
broke the silence between us:
“Chilly today, isn’t it?” Then I chuckled because suddenly it
seemed absurd to talk about the weather when we were
advancing to meet the enemy. He chuckled too, softly.
“I thought I knew everyone in my outfit,” I continued, “ but I have
never seen you before.”
“No,” he agreed, “I have just joined. The name is Michael.”
“Really?! That’s mine, too.”
“I know,” the Marine said, “Michael, Michael of the morning….”
Mom, I was really surprised that he knew about my prayer, but
I had taught it to many of the other guys, so I supposed that the
newcomer must have picked it up from someone else. As a
matter of fact, it had gotten around to the extent that some of
the fellows were calling me “Saint Michael.”
Then, out of the blue, Michael said, “There’s going to be trouble
ahead.”
I wondered how he could know that. I was breathing hard from
the march, and my breath hit the cold air like dense clouds of
fog. Michael seemed to be in top shape because I couldn’t see
his breath at all. Just then, it started to snow heavily, and soon it
was so dense I could no longer hear or see the rest of my outfit.

Mass Times

I got a little scared and yelled, “Michael!” Then I felt his strong
hand on my shoulder and heard his voice in my ear, “It’s going
to clear up soon.”
It did clear up, suddenly. And then, just a short distance ahead
of us, like so many dreadful realities, were seven Commies,
looking rather comical in their funny hats. But there was nothing
funny about them now; their guns were steady and pointed
straight in our direction.
“Down, Michael!!” I yelled as I dove for cover. Even as I was
hitting the ground, I looked up and saw Michael still standing, as
if paralyzed by fear, or so I thought at the time. Bullets were
spurting all over the place, and Mom, there was no way those
Commies could have missed at that short distance. I jumped up
to pull him down, and then I was hit. The pain was like a hot fire
in my chest, and as I fell, my head swooned and I remember
thinking, “I must be dying…” Someone was laying me down,
strong arms were holding me and laying me gently on the snow.
Through the daze, I opened my eyes, and the sun seemed to
blaze in my eyes. Michael was standing still, and there was a
terrible splendor in his face. Suddenly, he seemed to grow, like
the sun, the splendor increasing intensely around him like the
wings of an angel. As I slipped into unconsciousness, I saw that
Michael held a sword in his hand, and it flashed like a million
lights.
Later on, when I woke up, the rest of the guys came to see me
with the sergeant.
“How did you do it, son?” he asked me.
“Where’s Michael?” I asked in reply.
“Michael who?” The sergeant seemed puzzled.
“Michael, the big Marine walking with me, right up to the last
moment. I saw him there as I fell.”
“Son,” the sergeant said gravely, “you’re the only Michael in my
unit. I hand-picked all you fellows, and there’s only one Michael.
And son, you weren’t walking with anyone. I was watching you
because you were too far off from us, and I was worried.
Now tell me, son,” he repeated, “how did you do it?”
It was the second time he had asked me that, and I found it
irritating.“
How did I do what?”
“How did you defeat all seven enemies? There wasn’t a single
bullet fired from your rifle.”
“What?”
“Come on, son. They were strewn all around you, each one
killed by a sword stroke.”
And that, Mom, is the end of my story. It may have been the
pain, or the blazing sun, or the chilling cold. I don’t know, Mom,
but there is one thing I am sure about. It happened.
Love your son, Michael

Holy Mass (Church)
Tuesdays, 6pm
Wednesdays-Fridays, 8am
Saturdays, 4pm
Sundays, 8:30 & 10:30 am

Adoration (Church)
Tuesdays, 5pm-6pm
Thursdays, 6:30-7:30pm
Fridays, 9:30am-2pm

Confessions (Cry Room)
Tuesdays, 5 pm
Wednesdays, 7:30 am
Thursdays, 8:30 am
Saturdays, 2 pm
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Faith Formation
"Do You Hear
His Voice?"
Learn to Pray
with Scripture
Join us Monday, September 28th at 6:30pm in the Church or
LIVE on YouTube. Learn the basics of praying with Scripture
from Deacon Thom Winniger, CSMA. Come to hear God's
voice through scripture in prayer, and be equipped to complete
the challenge of giving God 1% of your day - 15 minutes - for
30 days during the month of October. Discover the benefits of
listening to God through His Word.
Are You Considering Becoming Catholic?
Adults and children who are not baptized, or baptized in
another Christian tradition, and would like to become Catholic,
participate in a series of meetings to deepen their faith and
understanding of the commitment to become Catholic. The Rite
of Christian Initiation for Adults (or Children) - RCIA or RCIC has its high point with the reception of the Sacraments of
Initiation (Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy Eucharist) at the
Easter Vigil. Weekly meetings resume after Easter until
Pentecost. Adults and children meet separately, but are
received into the Church together at Easter. Our first meeting
will be Wednesday, October 21st at 6pm. Meetings will be inperson, following COVID-19 safety protocols (a virtual option
will be made available if requested). For more information
and the link to register, contact Deacon John Shearer
at jshearer@nativitybloomington.org.
It's not too late to Register!
Registration for all of our faith formation programs (Catechesis
of the Good Shepherd, First Reconciliation/First Communion,
Family Faith Formation, and Confirmation) is ongoing. There
are virtual and in-person options available for Sacramental
Preparation and Family Faith Formation.
Detailed information and the link to register is on the parish
website.
First Reconciliation/First Communion
For those wishing to have their children receive the sacraments
of First Reconciliation and First Communion in 2021, the Parent
Kick-off meeting will take place on Tuesday, September 29 at
6:45 PM. Parents will have the option to attend an in-person
live meeting at Nativity or connect via Zoom. All options for
First Reconciliation and First Communion preparation will have a
virtual option except the sacraments themselves.
Make a Difference in a Child's Life
Are you willing to inspire the next generation in the faith? Our
Year 1 Confirmation Program is in need of an additional
assistant. Please contact Mary Dobson,
mdobson@nativitybloomington.org, to volunteer. If guiding the
littlest ones is what's on your heart, our Catechesis of the Good
Shepherd program is also in need of atrium assistants. Please
contact Cathie Baier, cbaier@nativitybloomingtion.org, for
details.
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Community Life
Guidelines for Returning to Holy Mass Indoors
In addition to the general guidelines for all liturgies
published in the May 31, 2020 bulletin and online, please
note the following:
· Face masks are required at all liturgies (and at all times
while inside the Church). We will have masks at the
doors if you forget.
· For those who only want to receive communion, you can
drive through and receive communion in the South
Parking Lot on Sundays from 9:30am-10am.
· Please DO NOT arrive for the 10:30am Mass earlier
than 10:00am for sanitizing purposes.
· For weekend masses, you may be escorted to your seat
by an Usher because we are trying to fill the Church to
our new "max" capacity.
Confession - All Indoors
The Cry Room has been set up as a socially distant indoor
confessional. Due to the use of the South Parking Lot for
school, Thursday morning Confessions have also returned
indoors. Appointments may be made for outdoor/Carside
Confessions as needed. Confession remains at 2pm on
Saturdays in order to allow the Church to be cleared by
3:15pm for seating for Holy Mass at 4pm. The weekly
schedule for Confessions is on the bottom of page 3.
Adoration
Due to the number of funerals requested for Fridays, we are
considering moving the daytime Adoration to Mondays
starting in October. In order to do so, we are in need of a
few more hourly Adorers, from 9:30am-2pm. If you could
help with this, please contact Pam Meyer at 952-884-0158.
Adoration is currently on Fridays from 9:30am-2pm, and in
the evenings on Tuesdays from 5-6pm and Thursdays from
6:30-7:30pm. If you would like to help with evening
Adoration, please contact Mary Dobson in the parish office.
Youth Ministry Fall Schedule
High School Youth Group (grades 9-12):
Sundays, 7pm-8:30pm, begins September 13th
Ladies' Nights (grades 8-12):
2nd Thursdays, begins September 10th
Guy's Nights (grades 6-12):
3rd Fridays, begins September 18th
For more information: katiek@saintbonaventure.org or
saintbonaveture.org/youth-ministry
Join the 7:30 AM Rosary
Before daily Mass on Wednesday - Friday, several
parishioners are meeting to say the Rosary in the
Chapel. Please feel free to join!

TWEETS OF WISDOM FROM POPE FRANCIS
The revelation of God’s love for us seems
madness. Every time that we look at the cross,
we find this love. The crucifix is truly the great
book of God’s love.
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Parish Happenings

Greetings,
This week our students will be taking the Measures of
Academic Progress (MAP) tests. We test our students in
math and reading during the fall, winter, and spring to help
understand and promote growth in our students. MAP tests
are unique in that they are adaptive tests. That means that
the test becomes more difficult when a question is answered
correctly and easier for an incorrectly answered question.
This adaptive nature helps our teachers to identify a child’s
current ability. Therefore, each child takes a test specifically
created for his or her learning level. The data we receive
from these tests helps our teachers to really understand
what each individual student knows and what they are
ready to learn. Armed with this data, and our unique
method of blended learning, we are able to help our
students grow to their full potential.
Last winter was the last time we were able to take our MAP
tests and the results were incredible! The data we received
from the fall testing incorporated into our blended learning
methods in grades K-8 really individualized education for
our students and helped them achieve tremendous growth.
Here are some highlights.

·
·
·
·

The number of students meeting or exceeding their
expected growth has almost doubled from our data
from the previous spring.
Nearly 90% of our classrooms outpaced their expected
growth by at least 36%.
Almost 75% of our classrooms ranked in the 96th
percentile or above in growth nationally.
Growth was seen regardless of achievement level with
many of our students falling in the "High Growth, High
Achievement" quadrant.

We are so proud of the growth of our students and are
motivated to continue utilizing the data we have and
helping our students achieve extraordinary gains!
Do small things with great love!
Ryan Pajak
Principal
Registration Information
We are once again accepting registrations for the 20202021 school year. New families should navigate to the
school website to find more information and register. We
currently have waitlists in Kindergarten, 1st, and 6th
grades. To be placed on the waitlist, please contact
admissions at admission@nativitybloomington.org

Saturday, September 19
2:00 PM
Reconciliation, Cry Room
4:00 PM
Holy Mass, Church
(†Bart & Paul Killam)
Sunday, September 20
8:30 AM
Holy Mass, Church
(†Rev. Joseph Huynh-Kim-Thiet)
10:30 AM
Holy Mass, Church
(Nativity of Mary Parish)
Monday, September 21
No public mass
(Nativity of Mary Parish)
Tuesday, September 22
5:00 PM
Reconciliation, Cry Room
5:00 PM
Adoration, Church
6:00 PM
Holy Mass, Church
(Evie Stockinger)
Wednesday, September 23
7:30 AM
Reconciliation, Cry Room
7:30 AM
Rosary, Chapel
8:00 AM
Holy Mass, Church
(†Frances McGilp)
6:30 PM
Family Faith Formation
Opening Night, Gym
Thursday, September 24
7:30 AM
Rosary, Chapel
8:00 AM
Holy Mass, Church
(†Leon Wise)
8:30 AM
Reconciliation, Cry Room
6:30 PM
Adoration, Church
Friday, September 25
7:30 AM
Rosary, Chapel
8:00 AM
Holy Mass, Church
(†James Havlicek)
9:30 AM-2 PM
Adoration, Church
Saturday, September 26
2:00 PM
Reconciliation, Cry Room
4:00 PM
Holy Mass, Church
(Al & Bev Geist)
Sunday, September 27
8:30 AM
Holy Mass, Church
(†Mary Margaret Ness)
10:30 AM
Holy Mass, Church
(Nativity of Mary Parish)

GET A TASTE OF
THE STATE FAIR!

FOOD TRUCK SCHEDULE AT NATIVITY:
Sat. 9/19 4-6:00 PM
Sun. 9/20 9-12 PM
Sat. 9/26 4-6:00 PM
Sun. 9/27 9-12 PM

Xstreme Cuisine Caribbean
Xstreme Cuisine Caribbean &
Cafe Cairo
Nautica Bowls
Taco Fiesta Cancun
& Sumo Egg Rolls
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Sharing Our Treasure
During the month of September, our weekly budgeted
contributions are $18,875 (4 weeks).
Offering for Last Weekend (Week 10)
September 5/6, 2020
Actual
Budgeted

Weekly
$21,665
$18,875

Year-to-Date
$163,359
$175,475

Scan to
give
online

Offering for Last Weekend (Week 11)
September 12/13, 2020
Actual
Budgeted

Weekly
$18,787
$18,875

Year-to-Date
$182,146
$ 194,350
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Quick Notes
Grief Card Ministry
We are in need of a few more lay ministers to help with
Grief Card Ministry. We will provide you with packets/
cards to reach out to those who have lost a loved one in the
past year. Contact Kerry at 952-881-8671 x8070 or
kcronkhite@nativitybloomington.org for more information.
Into The Breach— Calling All Catholic Men
Catholic men face a spiritual crisis today. Join us to explore
our calling to be better husbands, better fathers – better
Catholics. “Into the breach” is a 12 session video-based
program of spiritual growth and reflection offered Sunday
evenings starting on October 4. All Catholic men are
invited! Find more information and registration
at www.mnknights.org Seek greatness. Seek Virtue. Seek
Holiness. Step Into the Breach! Sponsored by the MN
Knights of Columbus.

52 Club Winners 2020
September 20, 2020 Andy Wuebben $100
Thank you Galaxie Floor Stores and all our other
contributors for supporting our parish bulletin.

ROSARY AND
EUCHARISTIC PROCESSION

Give public witness to our Faith
with a Family Rosary and
Eucharistic procession, Saturday,
October 3rd at 3pm. Eucharistic
Adoration will begin at 2pm in the
Church; for the procession please
park in the South lot and meet in
the North lot by the statue of
Mary. The outdoor procession will
proceed around to the South lot
with Benediction and Marian
Hymns at the end. Answer Our
Lady's call at Fatima: "Say the
Rosary every day to obtain peace
for the world." Note: The rosary
will be transmitted through an FM
signal, please bring a portable
am/fm radio if you have one.

“PRAY, HOPE,
AND DON’T
WORRY. WORRY
IS USELESS. GOD
IS MERCIFUL AND
WILL HEAR YOUR
PRAYER.”

Date: September 13 – October 17 (Livestreams
Tuesdays beginning September 15 at 7:00pm)
Location: Online and on Facebook and YouTube
https://www.archspm.org/praying-with-scripture-series/
This virtual five-part series on praying with Scripture
offers practical tools for growing in holiness, drawing
upon the rich tradition of the Catholic Church. Archbishop
Bernard Hebda and Bishop Andrew Cozzens will teach
the fundamentals of praying with Scripture and explain
how to use a Prayer Companion resource to enrich your
prayer experience.

www.leroysautocenter.com

GREAT BEAR TIRE & AUTO

9000 Lyndale Ave So. • Bloomington, MN

Complete Auto Service, Wonderful Car Wash

BLAYLOCK
PLUMBING CO.
“Dependable Service Since 1938”
Repairs • Remodeling • Sewer Work

7731 4th Ave. S.
612-869-7531
“We Put Your Faith
In Education”

Since 1958

FAMOUS FOR CHINESE AND
AMERICAN CUISINE

PreK-8th Grade

Gift s
ate
Certificable
Avail

952-881-8160
www.nativitybloomington.org

952-888-9294
www.davidfongs.com
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Minnesota
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LINDBERG
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Over 30 Years

12 Shares
509 W. 98th St
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www.premierbanks.com

952-884-2453
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200 W. 98th St.

952-881-4421

Kathryn T. Raidt
Attorney at Law
Mon.-Fri. 5am-6pm • Sat. 5am-4pm
Family Owned & Operated • Since 1969
“Bakery Goods for your Daily Needs”
Cakes for All Occasions
www.dennysbakery.com • www.fifthavecakes.com
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Estate Planning is Love for Family!

Wills – Trusts – Health Care Directives
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Call Attorney Bill Peterson 952-921-5818

Viens Lawn Service
Complete Maintenance & Lawn Care
10% Discount for New Seasonal Contracts
which includes Spring Cleanup,
Weekly Mowing & Fall Cleanup.
10% Discount on Any Landscaping
with this ad.

Phone 952-888-4296
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