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CONTACT OUR TEAM

PROTOCOLS FOR LIMITED OPENING

PARISH OFFICE: 952-881-8671
Ext
Fr Nathan LaLiberte, Pastor
frnathan@nativitybloomington.org
8066
Dcn. John Shearer, Deacon
jshearer@nativitybloomington.org
8068
Dcn. Thom Winninger, Deacon
deacon@winninger.com
8087
Baier, Cathie, Lead Catechist, CGS
cbaier@nativitybloomington.org
8069
Cockburn, Chris, Maintenance Manager
ccockburn@nativitybloomington.org
8073
Cronkhite, Kerry, Ministry Coordinator
kcronkhite@nativitybloomington.org
8070
Dillard, Katy, Bookkeeper/TADS Specialist
kdillard@nativitybloomington.org
8075
Dobson, Mary, Dir of Evangelization & Faith Formation
mdobson@nativitybloomington.org
8067
Grimme, Jill, Lunch Director
jgrimme@nativitybloomington.org
8062
Hagerty, Wanda, School Admin. Asst.
whagerty@nativitybloomington.org
8040
Fyksen, Patty, Creative Clubhouse Coordinator
pfyksen@nativitybloomington.org
8065
Millner, Nicole, Director of Liturgy & Music
nmillner@nativitybloomington.org
8074
Pajak, Ryan, Principal
rpajak@nativitybloomington.org
8060
Rachel, Joanne, Director of Parish Operations
jrachel@nativitybloomington.org
8071
Tobroxen, Judy, Parish Administrative Assistant
jtobroxen@nativitybloomington.org
8072

Nativity of Mary is currently open on weekdays from
6:30am-4:30pm for private prayer, at 50% seating
capacity, as well as for posted Confession, Adoration, and
Mass Times. The main sanctuary may be closed for brief
intervals after Mass or other gatherings for cleaning and
disinfecting. The details of our "Phase II Reopening" are
available on our website and posted prominently at the
Church entrance. In accordance with MN Executive Order
20-81, face masks are required at all times while inside any
building of the Nativity of Mary campus. Please see a staff
member or usher if you need a mask when you arrive.

Trustees
Tom Burns: tlburns43@gmail.com
Christopher Dietzen: christopher.dietzen@gmail.com
Parish Council Chair:
Steve Casalenda: scasalenda@remax.net
Finance Council Chair:
Chad Huset: husetcs@hotmail.com

We have returned to our regular schedule of prayer and
worship, except that the Word and Communion Service on
Saturdays continues to be suspended, and Confessions on
Saturday are at 2pm to allow adequate time for seating for
the 4pm Mass. The weekly schedule is on the bottom of
page 3. Please do not arrive for the 10:30am Mass on
Sundays before 10am for sanitizing purposes. Confessions
remain in the Cry Room to allow for adequate social
distancing. The Cry Room is otherwise closed during
Masses. For outdoor or carside Confession, appointments can
be made by calling the parish office.
In addition, the 4pm Mass on Saturday is livestreamed on our
YouTube page and saved for viewing anytime. The FM
transmitter (FM 106.7) is also on for all Masses for those who
wish to listen to the Mass from their car in the parking lot.
Parking lot attendees may enter for Holy Communion at the
c o n c lu sio n o f t h e M a ss t o re c e iv e H o ly
Communion. Additionally, Holy Communion is distributed in
the South Parking Lot on Sundays from 9:30am until 10am at
Door 9.
*An inherent risk of exposure to COVID-19 exists anywhere
people are present. COVID-19 is an extremely contagious
disease that can lead to severe illness and death. According
to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, senior
citizens and people with underlying medical conditions are
especially vulnerable. Nativity of Mary Catholic Church has
undertaken precautionary guidelines to help reduce the risk
of exposure. However, we cannot guarantee that visitors are
100% safe from exposure to COVID-19. Attendance at
liturgies and other events is at your own risk.

healing for Leni Woodley & Marion Wise,
& the prayers in our parish
book of intercessions.
Please call or email Kathy Schoenecker with any
prayer requests for the prayer chain.
ekaan@aol.com / 612-581-4633

Weekly Readings:
December 27, 2020

IF YOU OR A FAMILY MEMBER IS HOSPITALIZED AND
WOULD LIKE TO BE VISITED BY OUR HOSPITAL MINISTER,
PLEASE CALL THE PARISH OFFICE.
Thursday:

1 Jn 2:18-21 / Jn 1:1-18

Friday:

Nm 6:22-27 / Gal 4:4-7 /
Lk 2:16-21

1 Jn 2:3-11 / Lk 2:22-35

Saturday:

1 Jn 2:22-28 / Jn 1:19-28

1 Jn 2:12-17 / Lk 2:36-40

Next Sunday:

Is 60:1-6 / Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6 /
Mt 2:1-12

Sunday:

Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 /
Col 3:12-21 / Lk 2:22-40

Monday:

1 Jn 1:5-2:2 / Mt 2:13-18

Tuesday:
Wednesday:
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Dwelling in Nazareth
During this feast of the Holy Family, I wanted to put before your eyes some words from my favorite saint
(well in this case Blessed), Bl. Charles De Foucauld. Bl. Charles spent the entirety of his converted life trying
to find a place to live, where he could replicate Christ’s hidden life in Nazareth. What Bl. Charles
discovered, in moving from monastery to monastery, was that the more that he meditated on those 30
hidden years of Jesus, the more that he discovered the beating heart of Christ.
Throughout his life as a monk, Bl. Charles would take long hours of prayer, meditating on the mysteries of
Christ. In his later years he would actually start writing down these meditations in great detail. I would like
to share one of these excerpts from his reflection on the hidden life of Christ this weekend, as we celebrate
the feast of the Holy Family. Just a note that Bl. Charles’ writing style for his meditations was to write what
he felt the Lord was telling him directly in first person. Thus, here is a meditation from his time prayer in
1897. It begins with the Lord telling Bl. Charles about his hidden years.
“After my presentation and my flight into Egypt, I withdrew to Nazareth. There I spent the years of my
childhood and youth, till I was thirty years of age. Once again, it was for your sake I went there, for love
of you. What was the meaning of that part of my life? I left it for your instruction. I instructed you
continually for thirty years, not in words, but by my silence and example. What was it I was teaching you?
I was teaching you primarily that it is possible to do good to men – great good, infinite good, divine
good—without using words, without preaching, without fuss, but by silence and by giving them a good
example. What kind of example? The example of devotion, of duty towards God lovingly fulfilled, and
goodness towards all men, loving kindness to those around me and doing domestic duties in holiness. The
example of poverty, lowliness, recollection, withdrawal: the obscurity of a life hidden in God, a life of
prayer, penance and withdrawal, completely lost in God, buried deep in him. I was teaching you to live by
the labor of your own hands, so as to be a burden on no one and to have something to give to the poor.
And I was giving this way of life to you -- an incomparable beauty – the beauty of being a copy of mine.
“How clearly I preached humility at Nazareth, by spending thirty years in
obscure labors and obscurity by remaining so completely unknown for thirty
years – I who am the light of the world – and obedience, in that I , who am
God, made myself subject for thirty years, to my parents who, although
unquestionably holy, were human beings nonetheless.”
This powerful meditation of Bl. Charles is a good reminder that the hidden
years of Christ, that were spent with Mary and Joseph in Nazareth, are
meant to be a place where we, disciples of Christ, receive an invitation into
deep communion with Jesus. For as Bl. Charles recounts, even though the
lessons during Christ’s thirty years of silence are silent, they are, nonetheless
profound. As we come off of the busyness of the Holidays, let us rest with
our new born King, in his silent and yet profound home of Nazareth.

Mass Times

Holy Mass (Church)
Tuesdays, 6pm
Wednesdays-Fridays, 8am
Saturdays, 4pm
Sundays, 8:30 & 10:30 am

Adoration (Church)
Mondays, 9:30am-2pm
Tuesdays, 5pm-6pm

Confessions (Cry Room)
Tuesdays, 5 pm
Wednesdays, 7:30 am
Thursdays, 8:30 am
Saturdays, 2 pm
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Faith Formation

Merry Christmas! We can finish up our 3rd month with the
Scriptures below. If you have found this challenge useful,
continue it on your own - scripture suggestions could be the
Mass readings for each week, found in our bulletin always
on page 2.
December 26

John 1:1-5, 9-14

December 27

Hebrews 1:1-6

December 28

Titus 2:1-14

December 29

Philippians 2:5-11

December 30

Luke 1:67-80

The Word became
flesh.
God spoke through
a Son.
The grace of God
has appeared.
Every knee shall
bend.
Blessed be God!

NATIVITY OF MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH

Community Life
Adoration
Come spend and hour with Our Lord, and pray for an end
to the COVID-19 pandemic! This is a great opportunity to
come make a visit to the Blessed Sacrament while not being
in the midst of the "Mass crowd." The Adoration schedule is
on page 3. Regular Adorers are especially needed on
Mondays from 1pm - 2pm, as well as substitute
Adorers. Please contact Pam Meyer at 952-884-0158 if
you can volunteer for this time of prayer. If you would like
to assist with Tuesday evening Adoration, contact Mary
Dobson at mdobson@nativitybloomington.org.
Angel Tree
A HUGE Thank-You to all who donated to or assisted with
the Angel Tree project. We had a record number of 828
items and over $6,000 of Gift Cards donated. A full report
will be in the January 9th/10th bulletin.
Year of St. Joseph
Pope Francis has declared a "Year of St. Joseph, which
began December 8th, and will continue through December
8, 2021, with the publication of his Apostolic Letter “Patris
corde” (“With a Father’s Heart”), recalling the 150th
anniversary of the declaration of Saint Joseph as Patron of
the Universal Church. Archbishop Hebda also declared the
same period a "Year of St. Joseph" for our
Archdiocese. Resources on how to live the year can be
found at https://www.archspm.org/synod/stjoseph/
Mary's Place - Volunteers Needed
Mary’s Place Homeless Shelter Tutoring Program
desperately needs volunteers ages 16+ to help our
homeless youth with their homework/reading. No teaching/
tutoring experience required. We provide you with training
on your first day. We have a Covid Safety Plan in
place. Tutoring occurs Mondays, Tuesdays, & Wednesdays
from 4:00-6:00PM. Volunteers pick one day per week to
attend. Interested? Contact Kathy Klement
at kklement@sharingandcaringhands.org /
612-596-3418
Virtual Youth Ministry
For the time being, all Youth Ministry events are being held
virtually over Zoom. Please contact Katie Kelly,
katiek@saintbonaventure.org, to join the email list.

TWEETS OF WISDOM FROM POPE FRANCIS
“Our soul waits for the Lord: he is our
help and shield. Yes, our heart is glad
in him” (Ps 33:20-21). The confident
expectation of the Lord allows us to
find comfort and courage in the dark
moments of our lives.
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Parish Happenings
Greetings,
It’s time for the Nativity of Mary School “52 Club” Raffle!
With your help, this fundraiser typically raises over
$30,000 and helps to directly support our students.
Parishioners will be receiving a letter with a form to order
raffle tickets. You may also request raffle tickets through
the school office. Please buy or complete the sale of raffle
tickets by January 15, 2021.

This is a great raffle with multiple chances to win! Winners
are drawn every week of the 2021 year:
·
·
·
·

Thirty-eight (38) $100 Winners
Twelve (12) $200 Winners – 1st Sunday of the Month
One (1) $500 Winner – Easter 2021 Sunday
One (1) $1,000 Winner on Christmas 2021 Weekend

Winners will be listed in the church bulletin and the school’s
“News & Notes.” With the arrival of holiday season, a
raffle ticket makes a great present, stocking stuffer, thank
you, or gift of appreciation. We hope you will purchase a
ticket or two to support our school.

Your participation in this fundraiser is critical to its success.
The money we raise through fundraising opportunities like
the “52 Club” Raffle help our school keep tuition
affordable, offer scholarships, and improve the programs
offered to our students. Please take the time to help us
make this fundraiser a big success. Thank you for all you do
to partner with us at Nativity of Mary School!
Do small things with great love!
Ryan Pajak
Principal
Registration Information
We are once again accepting registrations for the
2020-2021 school year. New families should navigate to
the school website to find more information and register.
We currently have waitlists in Kindergarten, 1st, and 6th
grades. To be placed on the waitlist, please contact
admissions at admission@nativitybloomington.org

Saturday, December 26
2:00 PM
Reconciliation, Cry Room
4:00 PM
Mass, Church
(Nativity of Mary Parish)
Sunday, December 27
8:30 AM
Mass, Church (†Alice Shearer)
10:30 AM
Mass, Church (†Anton Millner)
Monday, December 28
7:30 AM
Rosary, Chapel
8:00 AM
Mass, Church (†Patricia Bangasser)
9:30 AM-2 PM Adoration, Church
Tuesday, December 29
5:00 PM
Reconciliation, Cry Room
5:00 PM
Adoration, Church
6:00 PM
Mass, Church (†Bob Clancy)
Wednesday, December 30
7:30 AM
Reconciliation, Cry Room
7:30 AM
Rosary, Chapel
8:00 AM
Mass, Church (†Barbara Grondahl)
Thursday, December 31
7:30 AM
Rosary, Chapel
8:00 AM
Mass, Church (†Elizabeth Vrchota)
8:30 AM
Reconciliation, Cry Room
Friday, January 1 (Mary, The Holy Mother of God)
Parish office is closed and the church
will only be open for mass.
9:00 AM Mass, Church (Nativity of Mary Parish)
Saturday, January 2
2:00 PM
Reconciliation, Cry Room
4:00 PM
Mass, Church (†Jennifer Ott)
Sunday, January 3
8:30 AM
Mass, Church
(Nativity of Mary Parish)
10:30 AM
Mass, Church (†Mary Boulay)
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Sharing Our Treasure
During the month of December, our weekly budgeted
contributions are $28,600 (4 weeks).
Offering from December 19/20, 2020
will be in next weeks bulletin.
52 Club Winners 2020
December 27, 2020 Kathleen Thorn $1,000

Scan to
give
online

Thank you Hazelwood and all our other
contributors for supporting our parish bulletin.

The Gift of Family
What a year it has been! How will we speak of these times a
decade from now? As time goes by, our impressions of this
past year will certainly change. How we feel today about
dealing with a killer virus and all the chaos surrounding that is
still fresh for all. I would assume that most of us right now are
also holding those we love a little closer and hugging them a
little harder. Hopefully, even if the fears and concerns of 2020
dissipate in the future, the way we feel toward our family
should never leave us.
Stewardship is certainly about everything. God has given us so
much, great and small, profound and common. One of the
greatest gifts that all have received is family. Families take all
shapes and sizes and some look very different than others. For
some, family is a caretaker or temporary guardian. For others
it is a friend when everyone else seems to have vanished. The
bottom line is that, to quote a song from many years ago,
“people need people.”
When God gave the world His only Son, the Incarnation did
not come on a cloud or with a flash of light. He was born into a
family. Jesus understood the gift of family all his life. Do you
think that if having a family wasn’t important God would have
still included this in the plan of salvation?
As this year draws to a close, remember your stewardship
many days begins and ends with the people closest to you.
Don’t misuse or take for granted this precious gift. God gives
us gifts on purpose, even to His only begotten Son.
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

©LPi

Quick Notes
Sacraments for Seniors
Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) recognizes that
residents of long-term care have spiritual and emotional
needs, not just physical. Even if there is a case of COVID19 in the facility, clergy and pastoral caregivers may be
admitted under the title of “healthcare worker” or
“compassionate care,” provided that they have not been
recently exposed to COVID-19 and abide by stringent
safety requirements. The patient or the patient’s
advocate, however, must request the visit. If a facility will
not allow such access, you may wish to contact the
Minnesota ombudsman’s office, (651) 431-2553. It has
doubled its staff and is available to help advocate.
Totus Tuus Team Missionaries Needed –
Is God calling YOU to help?
The Archdiocese of St. Paul & Minneapolis is in need of
college age men and women who have a missionary heart,
love children/youth and are committed to their Catholic
faith who feel called to share it with the youth from local
parishes around the Archdiocese.
· The position is a temporary 2 month commitment (June
4 – July 31) which includes one week of training and
one week break for the 4th of July
· Each team member will receive $2,520 for their work

For additional information, contact Nancy Schulte Palacheck
at 651-291-4489. Application deadline is Friday,
February 1, 202. To apply visit the Careers Page at the
Archdiocesan website: careers.archspm.org/jobs
Prayer Service for Life
The annual Archdiocesan Prayer Service for Life will be
Friday, January 22nd at 10:30am at the Cathedral of
Saint Paul with Archbishop Hebda. Visit archspm.org/
events for updates - there will be registration for limited inperson seating, and the service will be livestreamed on the
Cathedral's Facebook page.
Archdiocesan Synod: Faith and Culture Series
Inspired by the thousands of participants at the Prayer and
Listening Events, this series connects their stories to the story
of the Church. Each virtual event includes a talk,
testimonials, and a live panel discussion. Registration
at archspm.org/archdiocesan-synod-faith-and-cultureseries is required to participate live. The events are from
7-8:30pm, dates and topics are:
· Thursday, January 21: Sources of Catholic teaching
· Thursday, January 28: The Church’s teaching on sexual
morality and the family
· Thursday, February 4: The Church’s understanding on
the dignity of women
· Tuesday, February 9: The priesthood (both baptized
and ordained)

Steve Koenig

www.leroysautocenter.com

952.253.9404
7131 Amundson Ave, Edina, MN 55439
skoenig@farmersagent.com
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PLUMBING CO.
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Since 1958

FAMOUS FOR CHINESE AND
AMERICAN CUISINE
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