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CONTACT OUR TEAM

PROTOCOLS FOR LIMITED OPENING

PARISH OFFICE: 952-881-8671
Ext
Fr Nathan LaLiberte, Pastor
frnathan@nativitybloomington.org
8066
Dcn. John Shearer, Deacon
jshearer@nativitybloomington.org
8068
Dcn. Thom Winninger, Deacon
deacon@winninger.com
8087
Baier, Cathie, Lead Catechist, CGS
cbaier@nativitybloomington.org
8069
Cockburn, Chris, Maintenance Manager
ccockburn@nativitybloomington.org
8073
Cronkhite, Kerry, Ministry Coordinator
kcronkhite@nativitybloomington.org
8070
Dillard, Katy, Bookkeeper/TADS Specialist
kdillard@nativitybloomington.org
8075
Dobson, Mary, Dir of Evangelization & Faith Formation
mdobson@nativitybloomington.org
8067
Grimme, Jill, Lunch Director
jgrimme@nativitybloomington.org
8062
Hagerty, Wanda, School Admin. Asst.
whagerty@nativitybloomington.org
8040
Fyksen, Patty, Creative Clubhouse Coordinator
pfyksen@nativitybloomington.org
8065
Millner, Nicole, Director of Liturgy & Music
nmillner@nativitybloomington.org
8074
Pajak, Ryan, Principal
rpajak@nativitybloomington.org
8060
Rachel, Joanne, Director of Parish Operations
jrachel@nativitybloomington.org
8071
Tobroxen, Judy, Parish Administrative Assistant
jtobroxen@nativitybloomington.org
8072

Nativity of Mary is currently open on weekdays from
6:30am-4:30pm for private prayer, at 50% seating
capacity, as well as for posted Confession, Adoration, and
Mass Times. The main sanctuary may be closed for brief
intervals after Mass or other gatherings for cleaning and
disinfecting. The details of our "Phase II Reopening" are
available on our website and posted prominently at the
Church entrance. In accordance with MN Executive Order
20-81, face masks are required at all times while inside any
building of the Nativity of Mary campus. Please see a staff
member or usher if you need a mask when you arrive.

Trustees
Tom Burns: tlburns43@gmail.com
Christopher Dietzen: christopher.dietzen@gmail.com
Parish Council Chair:
Steve Casalenda: scasalenda@remax.net
Finance Council Chair:
Chad Huset: husetcs@hotmail.com

We have returned to our regular schedule of prayer and
worship, except that the Word and Communion Service on
Saturdays continues to be suspended, and Confessions on
Saturday are at 2pm to allow adequate time for seating for
the 4pm Mass. The weekly schedule is on the bottom of
page 3. Please do not arrive for the 10:30am Mass on
Sundays before 10am for sanitizing purposes. Confessions
remain in the Cry Room to allow for adequate social
distancing. The Cry Room is otherwise closed during
Masses. For outdoor or carside Confession, appointments can
be made by calling the parish office.
In addition, the 4pm Mass on Saturday is livestreamed on our
YouTube page and saved for viewing anytime. The FM
transmitter (FM 106.7) is also on for all Masses for those who
wish to listen to the Mass from their car in the parking lot.
Parking lot attendees may enter for Holy Communion at the
c o n c lu sio n o f t h e M a ss t o re c e iv e H o ly
Communion. Additionally, Holy Communion is distributed in
the South Parking Lot on Sundays from 9:30am until 10am at
Door 9.
*An inherent risk of exposure to COVID-19 exists anywhere
people are present. COVID-19 is an extremely contagious
disease that can lead to severe illness and death. According
to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, senior
citizens and people with underlying medical conditions are
especially vulnerable. Nativity of Mary Catholic Church has
undertaken precautionary guidelines to help reduce the risk
of exposure. However, we cannot guarantee that visitors are
100% safe from exposure to COVID-19. Attendance at
liturgies and other events is at your own risk.

healing for Leni Woodley & Marion Wise,
& the prayers in our parish
book of intercessions.
Please call or email Kathy Schoenecker with any
prayer requests for the prayer chain.
ekaan@aol.com / 612-581-4633

Weekly Readings:
January 24, 2021

IF YOU OR A FAMILY MEMBER IS HOSPITALIZED AND
WOULD LIKE TO BE VISITED BY OUR HOSPITAL MINISTER,
PLEASE CALL THE PARISH OFFICE.

Sunday:

Jon 3:1-5, 10/1 Cor 7:29-31/
Mk 1:14-20

Monday:

Acts 22:3-16 /Mk 16:15-18

Tuesday:

2 Tm 1:1-8/Mk 3:31-35

Wednesday: Heb 10:11-18/Mk 4:1-20

Thursday:

Heb 10:19-25/Mk 4:21-25

Friday:

Heb 10:32-39/Mk 4:26-34

Saturday:

Heb 11:1-2, 8-19/Mk 4:35-41

Next Sunday:

Dt 18:15-20/1 Cor 7:32-35/
Mk 1:21-28
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Consecration of Our New Altar and New Sanctuary
On Sunday, January 31st at the 10:30 am Mass, Nativity of Mary will get to welcome back Bishop Andrew
Cozzens to consecrate our New Altar and to bless our renovated Sanctuary. We will livestream this event, as
there will be limited capacity due to pandemic restrictions. In preparations for this I thought that it would be
good to maybe mention why it is so important for this event to take place.
The act of consecration goes back into the Old Testament where the patriarchs of old would consecrate
particular places as sacred to the Lord. The theological understanding of consecration is to separate something
from ordinary use and to elevate it to the sacred use of worship of God. In the book of Exodus Moses takes
twelve stones (symbolizing the twelve tribes of Israel) and puts them together and creates an altar where the
Israelites offer worship to God by burning offerings upon it. In order to prepare the altar for sacrifice, Moses
first sprinkles the altar with the blood of a bull to show that it is sanctified by life to be a place set apart for
offerings to God. There is a sort of instinct that goes with the consecration of things, an instinct that demands
some kind of ceremony must be performed in order for something to be special.
In our Christian tradition, we recognize the importance of having a place that is set apart from everything else
where we offer to God the sacrifice of the people (bread and wine) and where we in turn receive the gift of the
Eucharist. Our new altar is indeed to be the place that is being consecrated by the Bishop by anointing it with
sacred chrism (oil), burning incense upon it, installing a relic of a saint into it (which will be a first-class relic of St.
Anne), and saying prayers of consecration over it. Henceforth this altar will be the place where couples are
married before, where our little ones receive their First Communion, where, God willing, our future priestly
vocations will offer their Masses upon it. This altar will be the place where we bring our dead and ask God to
hear our prayers that they would be sped into his kingdom. This altar will be the place where we pour out our
hearts, week after week to our God, and where we in turn receive the grace that he has for us. The altar, for us
Catholics, is the bridge that brings together heaven and earth.
In the book of Genesis there is a story that speaks about Jacob going on a journey and at some point, he
goes to sleep and, in the night, he has a dream/ vision of angels ascending and descending between heaven and
earth. Upon waking he consecrates the stone where he rested his head that night to God and declares it as a
holy sight, naming it Bethel (literally translated means “House of God”). This biblical story offers us a spiritual
sight into what will be happening on our altar here at Nativity of Mary. The angels of God will be ascending
and descending upon this place of consecration. Bringing our prayers to God, and bestowing upon us the graces
that our Father desires to give us.

Mass Times

Holy Mass (Church)
Mondays, 8am
Tuesdays, 6pm
Wednesdays-Fridays, 8am
Saturdays, 4pm
Sundays, 8:30 & 10:30 am

Adoration (Church)
Mondays, 9:30am-2pm
Tuesdays, 5pm-6pm

Confessions (Cry Room)
Tuesdays, 5 pm
Wednesdays, 7:30 am
Thursdays, 8:30 am
Saturdays, 2 pm
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Faith Formation
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Community Life
Adoration
Come spend an hour with Our Lord, and pray for an end to
the COVID-19 pandemic! This is a great opportunity to
come make a visit to the Blessed Sacrament while not being
in the midst of the "Mass crowd." The Adoration schedule is
on page 3. Regular Adorers are especially needed on
Mondays from 1pm - 2pm, as well as substitute
Adorers. Please contact Pam Meyer at 952-884-0158 if
you can volunteer for this time of prayer. If you would like
to assist with Tuesday evening Adoration, contact Mary
Dobson at mdobson@nativitybloomington.org.

Nativity of Mary partners with St. Bonaventure
for Youth Ministry (6th - 12th Grade):
Youth Group: Sundays, 7-8pm at St. Bonaventure for a
weekly talk and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Ladies' Nights: 2nd Thursdays, 7-8:30pm at St. Bonaventure
for a series on the Holy Rosary for 8th-12th grade girls
Next Monthly Teen Mass: Saturday, February 13th, 4:00 pm
at St. Bonaventure
For more information or to participate in the creation of the
Youth Living Stations, contact Katie Kelly
at katiek@saintbonaventure.org

Do you have a loved one who has stopped practicing their
Catholic faith? Are you unsure of what to say to them? Do
you want to help be an instrument of the Holy Spirit in their
lives? If you answered yes to any of these questions, then
this program is for you! Along with prayer and support from
small group time, this seven-night program will help you
understand why most people leave the Church and give
practical tips and strategies to help our loved ones
return. Sponsored by the Center for Evangelization &
Discipleship (CEND), hosted at St. Patrick's in Edina,
Tuesdays 6pm-8pm, mid-February to mid- April. More
details and registration (due Feb. 1) at
www.stpatricks-edina.org/return. Questions? Contact CEND
at 952-405-6585 or CEND@CatholicCEND.org.
Young Adults, ages 21 - 35, are
invited to join Father Ben Little and
Father Michael Barsness for a
drink and conversation via Zoom!
Join this lively and interactive
discussion with your questions!
For the Zoom link contact Ryian
at rhilpisch@stjohns-savage.org
or Mary Dobson at
mdobson@nativitybloomington.org
Twin Cities Retrouvaille
Bring back the joy to your marriage. Your Marriage is
worth saving! Retrouvaille begins with a weekend
experience. You learn the tools to communicate more
effectively as a couple. All presenting couples have been
through Retrouvaille. Twin Cities Retrouvaille has helped
more than 7,300 couples to learn the tools to restore
intimacy in their relationships. The next weekend is coming
up, February 5-7th. For more information, please call
651-464-5855 or visit www.tcr-mn.org.
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Parish Happenings
Greetings,
Nativity of Mary 8th graders are selling Droolin’ Moose
chocolates from January 15th – January 29th to help fund
their 8th grade trip. Droolin’ Moose is generously giving
Nativity 30% of the total sales!
Feel free to ask your friends, family, neighbors, and people
at work…really, anyone who loves chocolate if they would
like to order some delicious Droolin’ Moose candy! It makes
a great Valentine’s gift!
Order forms are available at church entrances and can be
returned with payment to the school office. Thank you for
your continued support!

Saturday, January 23
St. Vincent, Deacon and Martyr
2:00 PM
Reconciliation, Cry Room
4:00 PM
Mass, Church (†Muriel Laing)
Sunday, January 24
3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:30 AM
Mass, Church (Nativity of Mary Parish)
10:30 AM
Mass, Church (†Andrew Gerber)
Monday, January 25
Conversion of St. Paul the Apostle
7:30 AM
Rosary, Chapel
8:00 AM
Mass, Church (Katherine Pflepsen)
9:30-2:00 PM
Adoration, Church
Tuesday, January 26
Sts. Timothy and Titus, Bishops
5:00 PM
Reconciliation, Cry Room
5:00 PM
Adoration, Church
6:00 PM
Mass, Church (Timothy Dombrowski)
Wednesday, January 27 St. Angela Merici, Virgin
7:30 AM
Reconciliation, Cry Room
7:30 AM
Rosary, Chapel
8:00 AM
Mass, Church (†Barbara Grondahl)
Thursday, January 28 St. Thomas Aquinas, Priest
7:30 AM
Rosary, Chapel
8:00 AM
Mass, Church (Marilyn Mergen)
8:30 AM
Reconciliation, Cry Room

Friday, January 29
7:30 AM
Rosary, Chapel
8:00 AM
Mass, Church (†Agnes Mae Hand)
Registration Now Open!
Registration for the 2021-2022 school year is now open
and we are expecting that we will have waitlists in several
grades for the next school year. Our students continue to
thrive and word is spreading about the great things
happening at Nativity!
If you or others you know are interested in learning more
about our fantastic PK-8 school, check out our website at
school.nativitybloomington.org and reach out to our
admissions coordinator, Erin Wee, at 952-881-8160 or
admissions@nativitybloomington.org.
Do small things with great love!
Ryan Pajak
Principal

TWEETS OF WISDOM FROM POPE FRANCIS
Jesus invites us to abide in Him so as to bear
much fruit (see Jn 15:5-9). Abiding in the Lord
means finding the courage to step outside of
ourselves to take care of others' needs and
give a Christian witness in the world.

Saturday, January 30
2:00 PM
Reconciliation, Cry Room
4:00 PM
Mass, Church
(†Herman & Catherine Laing)
Sunday, January 31
4th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:30 AM
Mass, Church (Mary Vandagriff)
10:30 AM
Mass, Church (†Barbara Grondahl)
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Sharing Our Treasure
During the month of January, our weekly budgeted
contributions are $19,700 (5 weeks).
Offering for Weekend (Week 29)
January 16/17, 2021
Actual
Budgeted

Weekly
$22,483
$19,700

NATIVITY OF MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH

Quick Notes

Scan to
give
online

Year to Date
$548,782
$575,370

Thank you Vien’s Lawn Service and all our other
contributors for supporting our parish bulletin.
“Are you just aware of the Lord in your life
or have you had any experience of the Lord in your life?”
Today like John the Baptist we don’t want to just be aware of
the Lord in our life we want to have a real experience of the
Lord in the moments of our life. Jesus wants to be real, that is
tangible, in the moment, not future fear or past regrets. With
my experiences of late, since I preached the hand of the
Lord’s purpose in my life, my experiences of the reality of the
Lord have become so transcendent. It is all about the
relationship with Him that raises you not just the functionality of
doing things in His Name.
The Lord made sure in the Scriptures that it was noted the two
of them, He and John the Baptist, had a physical not just
spiritual experience. To know the difference between
awareness and experience is to look back to see some good
that happened to you that you had nothing to do with but
came to you out of the blue, an opportunity, something you
embraced. Like the day last year that the Chancery called to
see if I could have coffee with a priest. “Sure,” I said. It was
Father Nathan at Nativity. We met at a coffee shop in
Bloomington for 30 minutes. He asked if I was in and the
boost of the Holy Spirit pushed me to say, “Yes!” It was an
experience of the Lord not just an awareness of the Lord. And
the result was you…a Loving faith-filled family seeking to
experience the hand of the Lord tangibly in your daily life.
Just as John the Baptist was in prison he sent his disciples to
Jesus to ask if he was the one. “Are you the one who is to
come?” Jesus said, “Tell John what you see rather than what
you feel.” It is important for us to note awareness rather than
experience. It has come to me in the midst of His presence that
he is real.
The question for all of us is how do we experience the Lord,
not just being aware of His existence. First, become aware of
what is coming to you without your intent, to which you get
energy from the Holy Spirit that brings you energy that is not
yours. Second, ask the Lord for clarity of His presence. Third,
surrender to whatever is happening as the Lord's tangible
presence in your daily experience. Consider reading
JesusSpeaking.org daily for guidance.

“I seek prayers of clarity that His purpose continues to open me
to His Call, Amen!”
-Deacon Thom Winninger

Synod at Home Tips & Tools for Growing in Faith 2/18-3/18
In the Synod process, the Church is taking time to listen to one
another, pray, and discuss in order to determine priorities.
These steps are important for every household, too, that wants
to thrive. The Synod at Home series takes helpful videos, tips
and tools for growing in faith, and pairs them with familyfriendly activities based on four pillars: Prayer & Sacraments,
Lifelong Learning, Generosity & Service, and Traditions &
Fun. Individuals, couples and families will find their faith and
relationships strengthened by Synod at Home. Find weekly
videos (posted February 18-March 18) and materials
at archspm.org/synod, sign up for emails or access through the
Synod app: text APP to 88202 to download the MyParish app,
then in the app search for Archdiocesan Synod.
Archdiocesan Synod: Faith and Culture Series
Inspired by the thousands of participants at the Prayer and
Listening Events, this series connects their stories to the story of
the Church. Each virtual event includes a talk, testimonials, and a
live panel discussion. Registration at archspm.org/archdiocesansynod-faith-and-culture-series is required to participate
live. The events are from 7-8:30pm, dates and topics are:
· Thursday, Jan. 28: The Church’s teaching on sexual morality
and the family
· Thursday, Feb. 4: The Church’s understanding on the dignity
of women
· Tuesday, Feb. 9: The priesthood (baptized & ordained)

FEBRUARY 6, 2021 from 9am-2:30pm
Live on Zoom (login provided upon registration). Recordings will
be available throughout the day for registered couples who
miss the live sessions.
Cost: $20/couple includes PDF download of handouts
The Office of Marriage and Family Life of the Archdiocese of
St. Paul & Minneapolis invites couples married 0-7 years to this
live, online workshop that will help you avoid misunderstanding,
reconcile hurts and achieve an emotional connection even when
you feel very differently!
To register & more information: www.archspm.org/nmr/

Steve Koenig

www.leroysautocenter.com

952.253.9404
7131 Amundson Ave, Edina, MN 55439
skoenig@farmersagent.com
FarmersAgent.com/SKoenig
Catholic Owned

GREAT BEAR TIRE & AUTO

9000 Lyndale Ave So. • Bloomington, MN

Complete Auto Service, Wonderful Car Wash

BLAYLOCK
PLUMBING CO.
“Dependable Service Since 1938”
Repairs • Remodeling • Sewer Work

7731 4th Ave. S.
612-869-7531
“We Put Your Faith
In Education”

Since 1958

FAMOUS FOR CHINESE AND
AMERICAN CUISINE
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Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services
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Estate Planning is Love for Family!

Wills – Trusts – Health Care Directives
Free Initial Consultation
Call Attorney Bill Peterson 952-921-5818

Viens Lawn Service
Complete Maintenance & Lawn Care
10% Discount for New Seasonal Contracts
which includes Spring Cleanup,
Weekly Mowing & Fall Cleanup.
10% Discount on Any Landscaping
with this ad.

Phone 952-888-4296
ORV FILLBRANDT, ABR, CRS, CDPE
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RE/MAX Lifetime Achievement Career Award
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612-751-2943 (Cell)
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Call ME for a FREE Market Analysis if selling!
Call ME if you’re Buying, Selling, Building or Relocating!
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