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PROTOCOLS FOR LIMITED OPENING 

Nativity of Mary is currently open on weekdays from  
6:30am-4:30pm for private prayer, at 50% seating 
capacity, as well as for posted Confession, Adoration, and 
Mass Times.  The main sanctuary may be closed for brief 
intervals after Mass or other gatherings for cleaning and 
disinfecting.  The details of our "Phase II Reopening" are 
available on our website and posted prominently at the 
Church entrance.  In accordance with MN Executive Order  
20-81, face masks are required at all times while inside any 
building of the Nativity of Mary campus.  Please see a staff 
member or usher if you need a mask when you arrive.  
 
We have returned to our regular schedule of prayer and 
worship, except that the Word and Communion Service on 
Saturdays continues to be suspended, and Confessions on 
Saturday are at 2pm to allow adequate time for seating for 
the 4pm Mass.  The weekly schedule is on the bottom of 
page 3.  Please do not arrive for the 10:30am Mass on 
Sundays before 10am for sanitizing purposes.  Confessions 
remain in the Cry Room to allow for adequate social 
distancing.  The Cry Room is otherwise closed during 
Masses.  For outdoor or carside Confession, appointments can 
be made by calling the parish office.  
 
In addition, the 4pm Mass on Saturday is livestreamed on our 
YouTube page and saved for viewing anytime.  The FM 
transmitter (FM 106.7) is also on for all Masses for those who 
wish to listen to the Mass from their car in the parking lot. 
Parking lot attendees may enter *at the South Entrance* at 
the end of Mass to receive Holy Communion.  Additionally, 
Holy Communion is distributed in the South Parking Lot on 
Sundays from 9:30am until 10am at Door 9.  
 
*An inherent risk of exposure to COVID-19 exists anywhere 
people are present.  COVID-19 is an extremely contagious 
disease that can lead to severe illness and death. According 
to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, senior 
citizens and people with underlying medical conditions are 
especially vulnerable. Nativity of Mary Catholic Church has 
undertaken precautionary guidelines to help reduce the risk 
of exposure.  However, we cannot guarantee that visitors are 
100% safe from exposure to COVID-19.  Attendance at 
liturgies and other events is at your own risk.  

For an end to the covid-19 pandemic 
 & the prayers in our parish  

book of intercessions. 
 

Please call or email Kathy Schoenecker with any  
prayer requests for the prayer chain.  
ekaan@aol.com / 612-581-4633 

CONTACT OUR TEAM 
 

PARISH OFFICE: 952-881-8671                               Ext                   
Fr Nathan LaLiberte, Pastor           
 frnathan@nativitybloomington.org             8066 
Dcn. John Shearer, Deacon                                         
 jshearer@nativitybloomington.org                    8068 
Baier, Cathie, Lead Catechist, CGS 
 cbaier@nativitybloomington.org          8069 
Cronkhite, Kerry, Ministry Coordinator                   
 kcronkhite@nativitybloomington.org         8070 
Dillard, Katy, Bookkeeper/TADS Specialist  
 kdillard@nativitybloomington.org          8075 
Fyksen, Patty, Creative Clubhouse Coordinator 
 pfyksen@nativitybloomington.org              8065 
Grimme, Jill, Lunch Director 
 jgrimme@nativitybloomington.org              8062 
Hagerty, Wanda, School Admin. Asst. 
 whagerty@nativitybloomington.org          8040 
Horneker, Jacob, Faith Formation 
 jhorneker@nativitybloomington.org         8067       
Millner, Nicole, Director of Liturgy & Music  
 nmillner@nativitybloomington.org              8074 
Pajak, Ryan, Principal           
 rpajak@nativitybloomington.org          8060 
Rachel, Joanne, Director of Parish Operations         
 jrachel@nativitybloomington.org          8071 
Sansom, Roger, Maintenance/Grounds 
 rsansom@nativitybloomington.org          8073 
Tobroxen, Judy, Parish Administrative Assistant 
 jtobroxen@nativitybloomington.org          8072 
 
Trustees 
Tom Burns: tlburns43@gmail.com 
Christopher Dietzen: christopher.dietzen@gmail.com 
 
Parish Council Chair:  
Steve Casalenda:  scasalenda@remax.net 
 
Finance Council Chair:  
Chad Huset:  husetcs@hotmail.com     

 
 
 

IF YOU OR A FAMILY MEMBER IS HOSPITALIZED AND  
WOULD LIKE TO BE VISITED BY OUR HOSPITAL MINISTER,  

PLEASE CALL THE PARISH OFFICE. 

Sunday:    2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23/ 
     Eph 2:4-10/Jn 3:14-21  
 
Monday:    Is 65:17-21/Jn 4:43-54 
 
Tuesday:    Ez 47:1-9, 12/Jn 5:1-16 
 
Wednesday:   Is 49:8-15/Jn 5:17-30 

Thursday:   Ex 32:7-14/Jn 5:31-47 
 
Friday:    2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16/
 Feast of   Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22/ 
St. Joseph   Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a 
 
Saturday:     Jer 11:18-20/Jn 7:40-53 
 
Next Sunday: Jer 31:31-34/Heb 5:7-9/ 
     Jn 12:20-33 
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    Mas4 T3<e4 
Holy Mass (Church) 

Mondays, 8am 
Tuesdays, 6pm  

Wednesdays-Fridays, 8am  
Saturdays, 4pm  

Sundays, 8:30 & 10:30 am 

Adoration (Church) 
Mondays, 9:30am-2pm  

Tuesdays, 5pm-6pm 
 

Confessions (Cry Room) 
Tuesdays, 5 pm  

Wednesdays, 7:30 am 
Thursdays, 8:30 am  

Fridays, 12 pm 
Saturdays, 2 pm 

WHO ARE YOU AFRAID OF DISAPPOINTING? 
 
 This unique question was given to me by a dear friend of mine while on retreat this past week.  For as simple as the 
question was it took a great deal of effort to answer.  Not for a lack of awareness, but rather the inability to be 
forthright with an answer.  I would have liked to have been able to say, “God and he alone”.  However, after lobbing 
this theologically sound response towards the question it failed to stick with sincerity.  For in all honesty the list was far 
more substantial. 
 
 As the days of silence waned on, I found myself in the “breathing” times of prayer (times outside of my formal Holy 
Hours), to bubble with different responses.  I am afraid of disappointing my parishioners, of disappointing the 
Archbishop, of disappointing my staff, of disappointing my parents (it doesn’t matter how old one is, this always creeps 
into the subconscious) and, maybe most pointedly, the fear of disappointing myself.  
 
 This last disappointment was the hardest for me to wrestle forth from my heart.  Largely because I had thought that I 
was okay with myself.  How could I not be after many years of seminary formation and deep soul work!  However, I 
found that the majority of my fears in life were not based upon the knuckle slaps of the above mentioned, but of the 
internal ridicule that comes to us all in periods of silence when we feel like we have disappointed ourselves.  
 
 Statements that berede our psyche like, “you should have tried harder”, or “you failed”, or “do more!”, often lambast 
the shores of internal peace, and force us to ask ourselves, “when is ‘it’ enough?”  Is there some mythical point that we 
reach as human beings where we are finally satisfied with ourselves and our ‘output’ in life?  I know for myself I have 
never really felt “done” with anything; and if one is never done, they can never really rest in any sense of the word.  
 
 However, at the crux of the issue is the fact that the Lord demands rest.  In the creation narrative God could have 
worked the seventh day, but he chose, as an example to us, to rest.  Thus, if we are not able to rest in the things that we 
have done, we are never truly able to receive the Godlike heart that Christ has come to bestow on his disciples.  For 
emulation demands that we, like God, at some point in our life say, “I have done all that I can do and now I must enter 
into my rest.” 
 
 I wanted to share this grace from my retreat with my community as it is one that I am personally grappling with and 
have to imagine at least one or two souls also wrestle with.  To be able, at certain junctures in our life to just set “the 
next best thing” aside and to simply rest in Christ is so essential for authentic discipleship.  For if we never rest how can 
we ever hear the genuine words of Christ to our hearts, “well done good and faithful servant come and enter into your 
rest”?   

 
 Are these words that have to wait until our passage in this world is complete?   
I would think not, or else God would not have told us things like Psalm 127 “God 
pours gifts on his beloved while they slumber” and again in Isaiah 30:15, “In 
returning and rest you shall be saved; in quietness and in trust shall be your 
strength”.  We can all find places in our lives where we are “disappointed in 
ourselves” but it is important to shine the light of truth onto the entirety of our lives 
and see how much of our personal disappointment is based on our inability to 
celebrate and rest in the many victories of our lives.  
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Community Life 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Join us for Lent in spending 15 minutes a day with Scripture. Cards are 
available at Church entrances, and here is the next week of passages: 
 

3.14 · John 9:1-41      The Man Born Blind 
3.15 · John 4:43-54      Jesus Heals the Official’s Son 
3.16 · John 5:1-16      Healing at the Pool 
3.17 · John 5:17-30      The Work of the Son 
3.18 · John 5:31-47      The Witness of Jesus 
3.19 · Matthew 1:16, 18-21, 24A  The Birth of Jesus 
3.20 · John 7:40-53      Who is Jesus? 
3.21 · John 12:20-33     The Son of Man will be  Glorified 
3.22 · John 8:1-11      Woman Caught in Adultery 
 
Nativity of Mary & St. Bonaventure’s 6th-12th Grade Youth Ministry: 
Youth Group: Sundays, 7-8pm at St. Bonaventure for a weekly talk and 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. 
Ladies' Nights: 2nd Thursdays, 7-8:30pm at St. Bonaventure for a series 
on the Holy Rosary for 8th-12th grade girls. 
 
NET Virtual Retreat  
Friday, March 19, 6-9 p.m., virtual events  
Open to teens in grades 8-12 from around the country, this retreat will 
focus on the person of Jesus for the main large group presentation and 
is appropriate for teens preparing for the Sacrament of Confirmation 
and for confirmed teens who are interested in a retreat experience. 
Each teen will need their own device and will receive a link via email to 
the retreat. Register at netusa.org/confirmation. The retreat is 3 hours 
and costs $17 per teen.  

Faith Formation   
 
Adoration 
Come spend an hour with Our Lord, and pray for an 
end to the COVID-19 pandemic!  This is a great 
opportunity to come make a visit Our Lord in the 
Blessed Sacrament.  The Adoration schedule is on  
page 3.  Regular Adorers are especially needed on 
Mondays from 1pm-2pm, as well as substitute 
Adorers. Contact Pam Meyer at 952-884-0158 if 
you can volunteer for this time of prayer. 
 

On Wednesday, March 24th from 6:30-8:00pm, we 
will have a Confession Night for Faith Formation and 
Confirmation families. Fr. Nathan and two other 
priests will be available.  
 
Knights of Columbus Drive-up Fish Fridays 
The series of Friday take-out Fish Fry dinners 
sponsored by the Knights of Columbus has been well 
received and will continue through April 2.   
You can place your order online at 
www.kofcbloomington.com/order or by e-mailing  
info@Bloomingtoneventcenter.com.  You can also 
drive up to the Event Center Friday from 4 to 7:30 
p.m. at 1114 American Blvd. West Bloomington, MN. 
There are no phone-in orders. The menu for the 
curbside takeout for $15, is: broiled or deep-fried 
cod, served with coleslaw, a potato with all the 
fixings, a roll and a cookie.  The Knights thank you 
for your support.  
 

LITURGIES AND SACRAMENTS  
DURING LENT AND HOLY WEEK 

 
Stations of the Cross will be held every Friday of Lent 
at 7:00pm, including Good Friday. 
 

Confessions will continue to be offered at the regular 
times, and additionally at 12:00pm on Fridays in 
lent, except Good Friday. 
 

Holy Thursday will be on April 1. There is no 8:00am 
Morning Mass this day. The Mass of the Lord's 
Supper will be celebrated at 7:00pm. 
 

Good Friday will be on April 2. Good Friday is a day 
of fasting and abstinence from meat. The Liturgy of 
the Passion of the Lord will be at 3:00pm. Stations of 
the Cross will be at 7:00pm. 
 

Holy Saturday will be on April 3. The Easter Vigil will 
begin at 8:00pm. 
 

Easter Sunday Masses will be offered at the usual 
8:30am and 10:30am times. 
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Saturday, March 13  
          2:00 PM  Reconciliation, Cry Room 
          4:00 PM  Mass, Church (†Earl Hagen) 
 

Sunday, March 14    4th Sunday of Lent 
        Daylight Savings 
          8:30 AM  Mass, Church (Nativity of Mary Parish)  
        10:30 AM  Mass, Church (Sokoto Family) 
 

Monday, March 15     
          7:30 AM  Rosary, Chapel 
          8:00 AM   Mass, Church (†Shirley Kelly) 
  9:30-2:00 PM  Adoration, Church 
 

Tuesday, March 16    
          5:00 PM  Reconciliation, Cry Room 
          5:00 PM  Adoration, Church 
          6:00 PM   Mass, Church (†Joan Dobson) 
 

Wednesday, March 17  St. Patrick, Bishop; St. Patrick’s Day 
          7:30 AM  Reconciliation, Cry Room 
          7:30 AM  Rosary, Chapel 
          8:00 AM  Mass, Church (†Pat Olive) 
 

Thursday, March 18  St. Cyril of Jerusalem, Bishop  
          7:30 AM  Rosary, Chapel 
          8:00 AM   Mass, Church (†Liz Vrchota) 
          8:30 AM  Reconciliation, Cry Room 
 

Friday, March 19    St. Joseph, Spouse of the  
        Blessed Virgin Mary 
          7:30 AM  Rosary, Chapel 
      8:00 AM   Mass, Church (†Barbara Grondahl) 
        12:00 PM   Reconciliation, Cry Room  
      7:00 PM   Stations of the Cross, Church  
 

Saturday, March 20    
          2:00 PM  Reconciliation, Cry Room 
          4:00 PM  Mass, Church (†Thoa Nguyen) 
 

Sunday, March 21   5th Sunday of Lent   
          8:30 AM  Mass, Church (Nativity of Mary Parish)         
        10:30 AM  Mass, Church (Sokoto Family) 

Greetings, 
 

Earlier this month, Nativity of Mary Catholic School was 
excited to welcome Jesse Ruben for a virtual visit to our 
classrooms and a Zoom concert for our families! Jesse is a 
singer/songwriter from New York and the founder of the 
We Can Project, a service-learning initiative that inspires 
and profoundly connects students of all ages to the 
difference they can make in their lives, their communities, 
and the world. Jesse shared his songs and message with our 
students and parents and inspired us to look within ourselves 
and recognize WE CAN make a difference! 
 
This visit and the message are the inspiration for our theme 
for this year’s Spirit of Spring fundraiser: "WE CAN!" 

Join us as we celebrate all that WE CAN do!  
You can visit our Spirit of Spring website (https://
school.nativitybloomington.org/sos) to find out more about 
this great VIRTUAL event on April 17th at 7:00 PM.  
 
We are still looking for donations for the event as well! 
Contact the school office or send an email to 
sos@nativitybloomington.org for more information! 
 
 
Do small things with great love! 
Ryan Pajak 
Principal 
 
Registration Now Open! 
Registration for the 2021-2022 school year is now open 
and we are expecting that we will have waitlists in several 
grades for the next school year. Our students continue to 
thrive and word is spreading about the great things 
happening at Nativity! 
 
If you or others you know are interested in learning more 
about our fantastic PK-8 school, check out our website at 
school.nativitybloomington.org and reach out to our 
admissions coordinator, Erin Wee, at 
admissions@nativitybloomington.org or 952-881-8160.  

Parish Happenings 
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During the month of March, our weekly budgeted contributions 
are $19,075 (4 weeks). 
 

Offering for February 27/28 and March 6/7 
 (Week 35 & 36) will be in the March 20/21 

bulletin. 
 
52 Club Winners 
3/14/21  $100  Christine & Brian Comeau  
 

 Thank you Orv Fillbrandt. Remax and all our other 
contributors for supporting our parish bulletin.   

Scan to 
give  

online 

Quick Notes Sharing Our Treasure 

 
 
 

TWEETS OF WISDOM FROM POPE FRANCIS 

Do you or someone you know need assistance scheduling a 
COVID19 vaccine in MN?  
My name is Anna Zagaria Meyer and I am a parent of a first 
grader at Nativity of Mary School. I am on the Nativity School 
Advisory Committee and a member of Nativity's COVID19 Task 
force. I am also an attorney and I work in health care 
compliance. Recently, I have learned how to navigate the online 
systems of scheduling COVID vaccine appointments for family 
members and friends here in Minnesota. I am volunteering to 
help anyone in the Nativity community who would like me to 
help secure a COVID vaccine appointment for themselves or 
someone else. Currently Minnesotan's aged 65 or older are 
eligible to be vaccinated in Minnesota, along with some other 
sub groups. Please reach out to me directly to discuss how I can 
help. I am available by telephone (651-283-6835) or email 
(amzagaria@gmail.com). If I am unable to answer my phone, 
please leave a message with your name and number. If you 
would like to learn more about how to secure an appointment 
for someone, I suggest joining the Facebook group "Minneapolis 
Vaccine Hunters" or going to MNVaccineHunters.com 
 
Heart to Heart: Exploring Women’s Vocations  
Bishop Andrew Cozzens and Father David Blume, Director of 
Vocations, invite women, ages 16 – 35, who are discerning 
consecrated life to join us for this virtual event on Tuesday, 
March 16, at 6:30 p.m! Come for an evening of prayer and 
conversation with Archbishop and consecrated women sharing 
their vocations testimonies and tips on discernment. Find more 
information and register at 10000vocations.org or call the 
Office of Vocations at 651-962-6890.   
 
Franciscan Retreats and Spirituality Center in Prior Lake MN  
• Women's Palm Sunday Retreat (Silent Retreat), March 26-28 
• Men's Holy Week Retreat, April 1-3 (Silent on Friday) 
Consider deepening your Lenten experience by stepping aside 
from it all while being enlightened by four compelling talks. 
Take in the late Lenten stillness of God’s creation on the cusp of 
Spring. Meet with a spiritual director, partake in the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation, Anointing of the Sick, or simply relax in your 
fully private suite. See our website for our safety protocols. 
Register at franciscanretreats.net. or call 952-447-2182 
 
How a Trauma Lens Can Strengthen our Catholic Church 
Friday, March 26, Webinar presentation from 9:00-11:00 a.m. 
Many people spend Holy Saturday (trauma's aftermath), by 
getting ready for Easter Sunday (triumphal new life), which 
reflects our overall unease with trauma (Good Friday).  Trauma 
and its aftermath are viewed as something to "get over" as 
soon as possible, otherwise we risk shame and stigma.  We 
forget: the resurrected Christ still carried his wounds.  This 
presentation will explore the aftermath of trauma, and how use 
of a trauma lens can serve as powerful witness.  We will discuss 
pastoral responses that help or hurt and will close with a look at 
what a trauma-responsive Catholic Church might look like. 
Event is Free. Registration is required (register at least five days 
in advance of the event); please visit www.collegevilleMN.com/
theologyday, call 320-363-3560, or email  
theologyday@csbsju.edu to register. 

To be blessed, we do not need to become 
occasional heroes, but witnesses day after 
day. Witness is the way to embody the 
wisdom of Jesus. That is how the world is 
changed: not by power and might, but by the 
Beatitudes.  
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VEAP March 2021 Food and Fund Drive - Kick-off 
 

VEAP’s Annual March Food Drive begins  
March 1 and runs through April 11, 2021 

 
VEAP is one of 300 Food Shelves in Minnesota. The FoodShare 

March Campaign is an effort coordinated by the Greater 
Minneapolis Council of Churches (GMCC) to refill food pantry 

shelves after the holiday season.  
 

In 2020 VEAP distributed 4.7 million pounds of food (9.5% 
increase over 2019) to 9674 families (20% increase over 

2019) which included 29,288 individuals. Bloomington 
residents make of 50% of VEAP clients.  

 
VEAP is much more than a food shelf. In 2020 VEAP distributed 
over $3.5 million in rental assistance and utilities assistance to 

1,200 families consisting of 4,000 individuals. Due to the 
response to food donations from business, churches and 

individuals, the food shelves are meeting the demand. Rental 
and Utilities assistance is the number #1 challenge in 2021.  

 
Due to the COVID restrictions and the inconvenience of food 
donations, VEAP is encouraging financial donations. Financial 
donations are safe, convenient, and provide huge benefits in 
terms of buying power. To make a financial donation to VEAP 
go to  www.nativitybloomington.org. Select “DONATIONS” in 

the upper right of the home page. Then on the Financial 
Donations page, select “MAKE DONATIONS / PAY FEES”. 

“VEAP” will appear at the top of the list of parish donations.  
 

Food bags with a list of most needed items are available at 
the Church entries. Donations will be collected at the entries at 

Church. Thank you for your generous support of the VEAP 
programs throughout the year. 
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     GREAT  BEAR TIRE & AUTO
      9000 Lyndale Ave So. • Bloomington, MN

      Complete Auto Service, Wonderful Car Wash

www.leroysautocenter.com

“We Put Your Faith

In Education”

PreK-8th Grade

952-881-8160

www.nativitybloomington.org
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FAMOUS FOR CHINESE AND 
AMERICAN CUISINE

952-888-9294
www.davidfongs.com

9329 LYNDALE AVE. SO

Gift 
Certificates 

Available

BLAYLOCK 
PLUMBING CO.

“Dependable Service Since 1938”

Repairs • Remodeling • Sewer Work

7731 4th Ave. S.

612-869-7531

Steve Koenig
952.253.9404
7131 Amundson Ave, Edina, MN 55439

skoenig@farmersagent.com
FarmersAgent.com/SKoenig

Catholic Owned

Call LPi today for advertising info 
 (800) 950-9952

Contact Timothy Schumacher to place an ad today! 
tschumacher@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x3908



   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com          Nativity of Mary, Bloomington, MN A 4C 02-0031

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC.

TAKE 10% OFF ANY SERVICE WITH AD 

  952-884-2453
www.southsideheating.com

Kathryn T. Raidt

Attorney at Law

• Wills • Real Estate • Probate • Trusts

952-926-2288

7101 York Ave. S., #159, Edina

Viens Lawn Service
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10% Discount for New Seasonal Contracts  
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CHIROPRACTIC
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Dr. Bruce A. Lindberg
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952-881-4421
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Bloomington, mn 
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(952)222-4000

 S TA R T  Y O U R  D AY  W I T H 
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Bank Local. Bank Premier.
Bloomington Office 

952.888.5678
www.premierbanks.com

ORV FILLBRANDT,  ABR,  CRS,  CDPE
Broker-Associate, RE/MAX Hall of Fame I Love Referrals!  
RE/MAX Lifetime Achievement Career Award

Certified Residential Specialist (CRS) 612-751-2943 (Cell)
Certified Distressed Property Expert (CDPE) 952-887-1218 (O)
Call ME for a FREE Market Analysis if selling!

Call ME if you’re Buying, Selling, Building or Relocating!

               Results Orville@Fillbrandt.com
Parishioner      7700 France Ave. S., Suite 230 www.OrvFillbrandt.com

12 Shares 
for 

12 Apostles 
for 

12 Months
Donate Today

washburn-mcreavy .com
Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services

DAWN VALLEY CHAPEL 9940 Bush Lake Road
952.941.7686

BLOOMINGTON CHAPEL

MIKE ST. AUBIN – FUNERAL DIRECTOR

2300 W Old Shakopee Road
952.884.8145
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     Estate Planning is Love for Family!

Wills – Trusts – Health Care Directives

Free Initial Consultation

Call Attorney Bill Peterson 952-921-5818
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