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PROTOCOLS FOR LIMITED OPENING 

 

Nativity of Mary is currently open on weekdays from  
6:30am-4:30pm for private prayer as well as for posted 
Confession, Adoration, and Mass Times. The main sanctuary 
may be closed for brief intervals after Mass or other 
gatherings for cleaning and disinfecting. The details of our 
reopening are available on our website and posted 
prominently at the Church entrance.   
 
We have returned to our regular schedule of prayer and 
worship, except that Confessions on Saturday are at 2pm 
to allow adequate time for seating for the 4pm Mass.  The 
weekly schedule is on the bottom of page 3.  Please do not 
arrive for the 10:30am Mass on Sundays before 10am for 
sanitizing purposes.  Confessions have returned to the 
confessional. We have removed the ribbons blocking pews 
in the church to allow people to social distance more freely, 
but we are still requiring 6 feet between households and 
that all people wear masks while they are in church 
buildings.  Outdoor Carside Confession are by 
appointment only and can be made by calling the parish 
office.  
 
In addition, the 4pm Mass on Saturday is livestreamed on 
our YouTube page and saved for viewing anytime.  The 
FM transmitter (FM 106.7) is also on for all Masses for 
those who wish to listen to the Mass from their car in the 
parking lot. Parking lot attendees may enter *at the South 
Entrance* at the end of Mass to receive Holy Communion. 
Additionally, Holy Communion is distributed in the South 
Parking Lot on Sundays from 9:30am until 10am at Door 9.  
 
*An inherent risk of exposure to COVID-19 exists 
anywhere people are present.  COVID-19 is an extremely 
contagious disease that can lead to severe illness and 
death. According to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, senior citizens and people with underlying 
medical conditions are especially vulnerable. Nativity of 
Mary Catholic Church has undertaken precautionary 
guidelines to help reduce the risk of exposure.  However, 
we cannot guarantee that visitors are 100% safe from 
exposure to COVID-19.  Attendance at liturgies and other 
events is at your own risk.  For an end to the covid-19 pandemic, 

Donald Thibault’s healing and recovery, 
 & the prayers in our parish  

book of intercessions. 
 

Please call or email Kathy Schoenecker with any  
prayer requests for the prayer chain.  
ekaan@aol.com / 612-581-4633 

CONTACT OUR TEAM 
 

PARISH OFFICE: 952-881-8671                               Ext                   
Fr Nathan LaLiberte, Pastor           
 frnathan@nativitybloomington.org             8066 
Dcn. John Shearer, Deacon                                         
 jshearer@nativitybloomington.org                    8068 
Baier, Cathie, Lead Catechist, CGS 
 cbaier@nativitybloomington.org          8069 
Cronkhite, Kerry, Ministry Coordinator                   
 kcronkhite@nativitybloomington.org         8070 
Dillard, Katy, Bookkeeper/TADS Specialist  
 kdillard@nativitybloomington.org          8075 
Fyksen, Patty, Creative Clubhouse Coordinator 
 pfyksen@nativitybloomington.org              8065 
Grimme, Jill, Lunch Director 
 jgrimme@nativitybloomington.org              8062 
Hagerty, Wanda, School Admin. Asst. 
 whagerty@nativitybloomington.org          8040 
Horneker, Jacob, Faith Formation 
 jhorneker@nativitybloomington.org         8067       
Millner, Nicole, Director of Liturgy & Music  
 nmillner@nativitybloomington.org              8074 
Pajak, Ryan, Principal           
 rpajak@nativitybloomington.org          8060 
Rachel, Joanne, Director of Parish Operations         
 jrachel@nativitybloomington.org          8071 
Sansom, Roger, Maintenance/Grounds 
 rsansom@nativitybloomington.org          8073 
Tobroxen, Judy, Parish Administrative Assistant 
 jtobroxen@nativitybloomington.org          8072 
 
Trustees 
Tom Burns: tlburns43@gmail.com 
Christopher Dietzen: christopher.dietzen@gmail.com 
 
Parish Council Chair:  
Steve Casalenda:  scasalenda@remax.net 
 
Finance Council Chair:  
Chad Huset:  husetcs@hotmail.com     

 
 
 

IF YOU OR A FAMILY MEMBER IS HOSPITALIZED AND  
WOULD LIKE TO BE VISITED BY OUR HOSPITAL MINISTER,  

PLEASE CALL THE PARISH OFFICE. 

Sunday:   Acts 3:13-15, 17-19/ 
    1 Jn 2:1-5a/Lk 24:35-48 
 
Monday:   Acts 6:8-15/Jn 6:22-29 
 
Tuesday:   Acts 7:51-8:1a/Jn 6:30-35 
 
Wednesday:  Acts 8:1b-8/Jn 6:35-40 

Thursday:   Acts 8:26-40/Jn 6:44-51 
 
Friday:    Acts 9:1-20/Jn 6:52-59 
 
Saturday:   Acts 9:31-42/Jn 6:60-69 
 
Next Sunday:  Acts 4:8-12/1 Jn 3:1-2/ 
     Jn 10:11-18 
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    Mas4 T3>e4 
Holy Mass (Church) 

Mondays, 8am 
Tuesdays, 6pm  

Wednesdays-Fridays, 8am  
Saturdays, 4pm  

Sundays, 8:30 & 10:30 am 

Adoration (Church) 
Monday-Friday 7:00-8:00am 

Mondays, 8:30am-2pm  
Tuesdays, 5pm-5:50pm 

Confessions (Confessional) 
Tuesdays, 5 pm  

Wednesdays, 7:30 am 
Thursdays, 8:30 am  

Saturdays, 2 pm 

DEVOTION TO THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY 
 
As we approach the month of May, which is dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary, I 
would like to devote several bulletin articles to her Immaculate Heart.  This is for the 
sake of our parish then taking the entire Month of May to storm heaven with prayers to 
the Immaculate heart, begging Mary to choose our Parish of Nativity of Mary to be a 
place where her heart Triumphs.  So first, and foremost we just need to establish where 
the concept of the Triumph of the the Immaculate Heart comes from. 
 
In the third apparition of Fatima, on July 13, 1917, after vividly depicting the 
horrifying events of the 20th century to the children, Our Lady promised: "In the end, 
my Immaculate Heart will triumph."  When we speak of a triumph we are referring to 
imagery used for a battle. Triumph signifies the winning of a battle. 
 
The Blessed Virgin in Fatima speaks about the battle we are facing in these times, 
which includes the general loss of faith, the loss of many souls, wars, and destruction. 
But the worst war is the loss of faith, as Our Lord says:  “Do not fear those who can kill 
the body, but rather those who can kill the soul” (cf. Matt 10:28). The worst death is 
that of a soul who loses faith – a soul far from God, far from His love and 
commandments, drowning in a life of sin, running the risk of eternal loss, or rather, 
eternal death. 
 

This great battle we are waging today, which the Holy Father John Paul II calls the “culture of death,” not only includes the 
destruction of human life, but also the destruction of the soul. The Virgin Mary offers us Her Heart as a sure refuge, while showing 
us how in these particular times God has desired for the triumph to come through Her: “Tell all the world that great graces come 
through the Immaculate Heart of Mary” and “that God has entrusted to the Immaculate Heart the peace and conversion of the 
world!”  (Words of the Virgin Mary in Fatima to Jacinta).  When Lucia asked Jesus why the conversion of Russia would be the fruit 
of its Consecration to the Immaculate Heart, Our Lord responded, “Because I want it to be seen clearly that the triumph is of the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, and in this way I will spread knowledge and devotion to the Immaculate Heart along with devotion to 
My Sacred Heart.”  
 
“Mary, until the end of time, will always uncover the evil of the infernal serpent and of his infernal plots; she will make his 
diabolical counsels vanish and will free his loyal servants from his cruel clutches.  The power of Mary over all the demons will 
shine particularly in the end times, when Satan will strike at her hell, that is to say, on the humble servants and poor children of 
Mary, who are called to battle against the gates of Hell” -St. Louis de Montfort, True Devotion to Mary. 54 
 
Because of this, the triumph of the Immaculate Heart is necessary, for when the Church wages a battle like the one of our times, 
we are in need of a Mother to come to our aid, to take us to the desert (Rev. 12), hiding us in Her heart, feeding us with Her firm 
faith, Her disposition to the Word, Her obedience to the revelation of God; forming us with Her maternal mediation, with Her 
teachings, Her direction and counsels; and protecting us from evil, defending us in the battle for our souls, keeping us closely 
guarded in Her heart, where the devil cannot enter or rob us.  “Be not afraid, my Immaculate Heart will be your refuge and your 
safe path to God” (the Virgin Mary to Lucia at Fatima). 
 
It is urgently necessary in these times for the Blessed Virgin to have a powerful victory over evil: the triumph of the Immaculate 
Heart, the triumph of grace over sin, of light over darkness, of truth over error, of holiness over corruption, of peace over war 
and violence. “The triumph of the Immaculate Heart of Mary is necessary for the salvation of humanity, to show us Jesus, the 
blessed fruit of her womb” (John Paul II: Angelus, July 8, 1984). 
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Community Life Faith Formation   
 
Adoration  
Come spend an hour with Our Lord, and pray for 
an end to the COVID-19 pandemic!  We have 
added Adoration from 7:00-8:00 am Monday 
through Friday. The updated Adoration schedule 
is on page 3.  Regular Adorers are especially 
needed on Mondays from 1pm-2pm, as well as 
substitute Adorers. Contact Pam Meyer at 952-
884-0158 if you can volunteer for this time of 
prayer. 
 
What Mass Means:  
How Sacrifice and Real Presence Are Life-Changing 
We tend to think of “sacrifice” and “real presence” as 
doctrines to believe in – perhaps with some vague awareness 
of complicated medieval terms such as “transubstantiation.” But 
the logic of the liturgies of the various Christian traditions, and 
the whole point of the Vatican II renewal, is that our liturgical 
sharing in Christ’s dying and rising is meant to transform us 
individually and communally. The implications are huge! 
Friday, April 23, Webinar presentation from 9:00-11:00 a.m. 
Event is Free. Registration is required (register at least five 
days in advance of the event); please 
visit www.collegevilleMN.com/theologyday, call 320-363-
3560, or email theologyday@csbsju.edu to register. 
 
Angels and Demons:  
What do Scripture and Tradition Say about Them? 
Movies and the Internet show no shortage of information on 
angels and demons.  Bookstores have whole racks devoted to 
the topic.  While much of what we see and read keeps us 
entertained, the media’s presentation of the spiritual and 
diabolical worlds is all too often unconnected to the Christian 
message.  In this presentation and in light of Christ’s absolute 
victory over sin and death, Fr Michael Patella will outline the 
Christian understanding of the devil, angels, demons, ghosts, 
and spirits in Scripture and Tradition.  He will also discuss the 
inherent problems and dangers that arise today with the 
undue attention many give to the occult.   
Friday, April 30, Webinar presentation from 9:00-11:00 a.m. 
Event is Free. Registration is required (register at least five 
days in advance of the event); please 
visit www.collegevilleMN.com/theologyday, call 320-363-
3560, or email theologyday@csbsju.edu to register. 
 
Franciscan Retreats & Spirituality Center in Prior Lake MN 
Women's Retreats April 23-25 & May 11/13 (Tu - Th) 
Consider stepping out again by attending the Women's 
Midweek or weekend Spring Retreats at Franciscan Retreats 
and Spirituality Center in Prior Lake. Observe the changing of 
the seasons on our 60 acres of forest and prairie. Be 
enlightened by four compelling talks. Meet with a spiritual 
director, partake in the Sacrament of Reconciliation, Anointing 
of the Sick, Holy hour of Adoration, Mass, or simply relax in 
your fully private suite. See our website for our pandemic 
safety protocols. Register online at www.franciscanretreats.net. 
or by calling at 952-447-2182 

 
 
NATIVITY OF MARY 

&  
ST. BONAVENTURE  

 
 

6TH-12TH GRADE  
 
 

 
Youth Group: Sundays, 7-8pm at St. Bonaventure for a weekly 
talk and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. 
Ladies' Nights: 2nd Thursdays, 7-8:30pm at St. Bonaventure for 
a series on the Holy Rosary for 8th-12th grade girls. 
 
Care Center Ministry 
We are grateful that some of the Care Centers that we have 
worked with in the past are opening back up for our senior 
friends!  We could use help with the Communion and Prayer 
services if this is a ministry in which you feel called to serve. 
Please contact Kerry for more information; 952-881-8671  
ext 8070 or kcronkhite@nativitybloomington.org  

Question: 
Why is the Easter season so long? And should we be doing 
something special for it? 
 
Answer: 
You’ve probably noticed the priest continuing to where white 
vestments at the Sunday liturgy. While we celebrated Christ’s 
resurrection several weeks ago, the Easter season extends fifty 
days — just over seven weeks — from Easter Sunday to 
Pentecost. For most of that time — about six weeks — Jesus is 
still with the disciples, teaching and encouraging them. The 
Easter season isn’t just a celebration of when Jesus is with us. At 
the Last Supper, Jesus promised to send an “advocate” or 
“counselor” when he left. At the Ascension, he directs the 
disciples to await “power from on high” — the coming of the 
Holy Spirit. The Ascension completes the Paschal Mystery, 
beginning with Jesus’ suffering and death and continuing in the 
resurrection. But the Holy Spirit ushers in a new era for the 
Church. 
 
After spending weeks in prayer, fasting, and service during 
Lent, it may seem odd that we don’t widely have similar 
practices for Easter. That doesn’t mean you can’t embrace the 
season! Commit to taking moments of little joy throughout the 
weeks, like random acts of kindness towards others. Consider 
reading the Acts of the Apostles to learn more about the early 
Church or picking up an Easter devotional to pray with. He is 
still risen indeed!            ©LPi 
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Saturday, April 17    
          2:00 PM  Reconciliation, Confessional 
          4:00 PM  Mass, Church (†Louis Stalter) 
 

Sunday, April 18  3rd Sunday of Easter  
          8:30 AM  Mass, Church (Nativity of Mary Parish)         
        10:30 AM  Mass, Church (Sokoto Family) 
 

Monday, April 19    
  7:00-8:00 AM  Adoration, Church   
          7:30 AM  Rosary, Chapel 
          8:00 AM  Mass, Church (†Muriel Laing) 
  8:30-2:00 PM  Adoration, Church 
 

Tuesday, April 20   
  7:00-8:00 AM  Adoration, Church   
          5:00 PM  Reconciliation, Confessional 
  5:00-5:50 PM  Adoration, Church 
          6:00 PM   Mass, Church (†Shirley Kelly) 
 

Wednesday, April 21  St. Anselm, Bishop  
  7:00-8:00 AM  Adoration, Church   
          7:30 AM  Reconciliation, Confessional 
          7:30 AM  Rosary, Chapel 
          8:00 AM  Mass, Church (†Eileen Clancy) 
 

Thursday, April 22  
  7:00-8:00 AM  Adoration, Church   
          7:30 AM  Rosary, Chapel 
          8:00 AM  Mass, Church (Gabriel Andress) 
          8:30 AM  Reconciliation, Confessional 
 

Friday, April 23   St. George, Martyr 
  7:00-8:00 AM  Adoration, Church    
          7:30 AM  Rosary, Chapel 
          8:00 AM  Mass, Church (†Barbara Grondahl) 
 

Saturday, April 24   St. Fidelis of Sigmaringen, Priest            
  2:00 PM  Reconciliation, Confessional 
          4:00 PM  Mass, Church (Michaela Hoffman) 
 

Sunday, April 25   4th Sunday of Easter, 
       World Day of Prayer for Vocations 
          8:30 AM  Mass, Church (Nativity of Mary Parish)  
        10:30 AM  Mass, Church (Sokoto Family) 
 
 

 

Parish Happenings 
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Greetings, 
 

Do small things with great love! This is our theme for the year, 
and I’ve seen it in action in our school and our community. 
We’ve been able to accomplish some big things at Nativity this 
year, even if our focus is on the small things. As we journey 
down the last leg of the school year, I wanted to share some 
of the small and BIG things that have happened since this fall. 
Even in the midst of a pandemic, we find ways to make our 
school even better! Over the next few weeks, I’ll be sharing 
some of the successes we’ve had at Nativity. 
 

Academic Updates 
63% of our students met or exceeded their winter math 
projections and 55% met or exceeded their reading 
projections in MAP testing! It's expected that 50% of a student 
population meet or exceed growth projections. These numbers 
are based on an individual's grade level and previous 
performance, making it all the more impressive that we have 
students growing more than expected. There were several 
grades at Nativity where the overall growth for the grade 
was in the 99th percentile! It's a testament to the dedication of 
our teachers, the use of data to inform our instruction, and the 
power of our Blended Learning program. 
 
Teachers received training on three separate days throughout 
the year from professionals at Tierney Brothers on the use of 
math MAP data to inform and enhance instruction and growth 
in our students.  
 
Blended Learning continues to be a focus in classroom math 
and reading instruction. Like everything this year, we’ve had to 
make adjustments in our implementation, but we continue to 
see success and growth from our students. Students have been 
working through station rotation models in math and reading 
classes in which they are working independently, practicing 
and developing skills on adaptive technology programs, and 
meeting with their teacher in small groups. 
 
Our middle school teachers spent time this winter connecting 
with the department heads at the Academy of Holy Angels to 
discuss the scope and sequence of our curriculum and to 
identify areas of strength and growth in our work to prepare 
our students for high school. We look forward to a continued 
partnership with AHA to ensure a high-quality academic 
program. 
 
We were just informed that there are 29(!) Nativity alums that 
were on the Academy of Holy Angels Trimester II Honor Roll 
list. We are thrilled to see our students continue their academic 
success in high school! 
 
Do small things with great love! 
Ryan Pajak 
Principal 



During the month of April, our weekly budgeted contributions are 
$22,650 (4 weeks). 

 

Offering for Weekend (Week 41) 
April 10/11, 2021 

 

    Weekly  Year to Date 
Actual   $32,604      $797,473 
Budgeted      $22,650      $813,170 
 

52 Club Winners 
4/18/21  $100  Joey Krueger & Shawn Gammelgaard 
 

Thank you Huepenbecker Construction Inc. and all our other 
contributors for supporting our parish bulletin.  

Scan to 
give  

online 

Quick Notes Sharing Our Treasure 

TWEETS OF WISDOM FROM POPE FRANCIS 

PLEASE 
HELP 

MOMS 
AND 

FAMILIES 
IN NEED! 

  
 
 

GUIDING STAR WAKOTA, a pregnancy resource center in 
West St. Paul supporting teenagers and women 
experiencing unplanned pregnancy, needs new or gently 
used indoor boys and girls toddler clothes sizes 18 
months to 3T and diapers that are sizes 5 & 6.  
 
PREGNANCY CHOICES in Apple Valley empowers those 
experiencing unplanned pregnancies, sexual health 
concerns, and relational poverty in order to transform their 
lives through life coaching, practical assistance, education 
outreach, and community partnerships.  They are in need of 
new or gently used girls indoor winter clothing, newborn 
to 24 months; girls and boys socks, newborn to 2T; and 
newborn diapers and wipes.  

 
Nativity of Mary will be having a clothing 
drive for these two Life Care Centers from 
April 17th through May 2nd. Please 
donate as you are able.  Bins will be 
placed at both parish entrances.  Many 
thanks in advance for your support! 

Jesus is the Risen One, the Lord who passed 
through death in order to lead us to safety. 
Even before we begin to seek Him, He is 
present beside us. He lifts us back up after 
our falls. He helps us grow in faith.  
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UPCOMING ARCHDIOCESAN EVENTS 
 
UCCB Catholic Home Missions Appeal 
Did you know that over 40% of dioceses in the U.S. and  
U.S. territories are unable to support necessary pastoral 
activities for their communities?  These dioceses face 
challenges like fragile financial situations, vast distances and 
difficult terrain. Even dioceses in our own state receive 
grants from Catholic Home Missions: Duluth, Crookston and 
New Ulm. By donating to the Catholic Home Missions 
appeal, you provide support for even the most basic 
pastoral programs like faith formation and sacraments. 
Please prayerfully consider how you can support this 
appeal through your parish. Thank you!  
 
Giving Insights Spiritual Forum on Lay Leadership 
Thursday, April 29, 7-8 p.m., virtual. Answering the 
Baptismal Call: Why are lay leaders crucial for parish 
revitalization? The Catholic Community Foundation of MN 
invites you to a virtual panel discussion with national and 
community leaders to discuss the importance and role of the 
laity in advancing the mission of the Church. We'll discuss 
“co-responsibility” and how Christ calls each member to take 
part, according to his or her gifts, in building his Church 
body here on Earth. Registration is free and required. 
Visit ccf-mn.org/events/forums/spiritual-2021/.   
 
Family Rosary Procession 
Sunday, May 2, 1:15 p.m. from the State Capitol to 
Cathedral of Saint Paul. Please join Archbishop  
Bernard A. Hebda for the May Family Rosary Procession. 
The gathering at the Capitol will begin at 1:15 p.m. and the 
procession will begin at 2 p.m. Details to follow. For more 
information visit minnesotarosaryprocessions.org.  
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     GREAT  BEAR TIRE & AUTO
      9000 Lyndale Ave So. • Bloomington, MN

      Complete Auto Service, Wonderful Car Wash

www.leroysautocenter.com
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In Education”

PreK-8th Grade
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HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC.
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  952-884-2453
www.southsideheating.com

Kathryn T. Raidt

Attorney at Law
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952-926-2288
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Viens Lawn Service
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Dr. Bruce A. Lindberg
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AcroSS from moA
(952)222-4000

 S TA R T  Y O U R  D AY  W I T H 
B R U N C H  AT  H A Z E LW O O D

Bank Local. Bank Premier.
Bloomington Office 

952.888.5678
www.premierbanks.com

ORV FILLBRANDT,  ABR,  CRS,  CDPE
Broker-Associate, RE/MAX Hall of Fame I Love Referrals!  
RE/MAX Lifetime Achievement Career Award

Certified Residential Specialist (CRS) 612-751-2943 (Cell)
Certified Distressed Property Expert (CDPE) 952-887-1218 (O)
Call ME for a FREE Market Analysis if selling!

Call ME if you’re Buying, Selling, Building or Relocating!

               Results Orville@Fillbrandt.com
Parishioner      7700 France Ave. S., Suite 230 www.OrvFillbrandt.com

12 Shares 
for 

12 Apostles 
for 

12 Months
Donate Today

washburn-mcreavy .com
Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services

DAWN VALLEY CHAPEL 9940 Bush Lake Road
952.941.7686

BLOOMINGTON CHAPEL

MIKE ST. AUBIN – FUNERAL DIRECTOR

2300 W Old Shakopee Road
952.884.8145
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     Estate Planning is Love for Family!

Wills – Trusts – Health Care Directives

Free Initial Consultation

Call Attorney Bill Peterson 952-921-5818
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