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MIDSUMMER UPDATES AT NATIVITY 
 

Nativity of Mary is currently open on weekdays from  
6:30am-4:30pm for private prayer as well as posted 
Confession, Adoration, and Mass Times. All Masses are 
celebrated at their usual times.   
 
As of July 1, the bishops of Minnesota have reinstated the 
Obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of 
Obligation, and we are overjoyed to welcome everyone back 
to Mass! The return of our faith family to Mass is a joyous 
occasion! Although the general dispensation will no longer be 
available, the Church has always recognized that certain 
circumstances can excuse a person from the requirement to 
observe the obligation. Learn more at backtomassmn.org.  
Due to the important connection between the celebration of 
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and reception of the Eucharist, 
drive-through Communion is no longer offered at Nativity.  
If you are not able to return to church but would still like to 
receive the Eucharist, please contact Kerry Cronkhite about  
our homebound eucharistic ministry at 952-881-8671 x8070 
kcronkhite@nativitybloomington.org 
 
Facemasks: Those fully vaccinated are not at significant risk 
for contracting or spreading the coronavirus don’t need to 
wear facemasks. Individuals who are more comfortable 
wearing a facemask may continue doing so but we will no 
longer require masks in the church buildings. Additionally, 
masks are still required in Nativity of Mary School.   
Social Distancing: Six feet of separation is still required 
between households, especially if people are singing. Up to 
10 persons may be seated at one table/in one pew. 
Additionally, the Gathering Space and Chapel areas continue 
to be available for those who prefer more social distancing.   
 
Ongoing General Safety Protocols: If you are sick, stay at 
home. Please take care of yourself and protect others from 
becoming infected. Vulnerable persons and those caring for 
them should stay safe.  Attend nonobligatory gatherings only 
to the extent that you judge the risk of infection to be low.  
Do what you are comfortable doing. An individual may 
always practice more restrictive facemask and social  
distance standards than are required. Sanitization is 
effective.  Washing hands and using hand sanitizer helps 
avoid both contracting and spreading infection. Vaccines are 
still recommended.  
 
We will continue to livestream our Saturday 4:00pm 
Anticipatory Mass, as well as Holy Days of Obligation to our 
Youtube Channel: @NativityofMaryMN 
 
*An inherent risk of exposure to COVID-19 exists anywhere 
people are present. COVID-19 is an extremely contagious 
disease that can lead to severe illness and death. Attendance 
at liturgies and other events is at your own risk. 

For an end to the covid-19 pandemic 
 & the prayers in our parish  

book of intercessions. 
 

Please call or email Kathy Schoenecker with any  
prayer requests for the prayer chain.  
ekaan@aol.com / 612-581-4633 

CONTACT OUR  TEAM 
 

PARISH OFFICE: 952-881-8671                               Ext                   
Fr Nathan LaLiberte, Pastor           
 frnathan@nativitybloomington.org             8066 
Dcn. John Shearer, Deacon                                         
 jshearer@nativitybloomington.org                    8068 
Dcn. Jim Reinhardt, Deacon 
 deaconjim@nativitybloomington.org     5526 
Cronkhite, Kerry, Ministry Coordinator                   
 kcronkhite@nativitybloomington.org         8070 
Dillard, Katy, Bookkeeper/TADS Specialist  
 kdillard@nativitybloomington.org          8075 
Fyksen, Patty, Creative Clubhouse Coordinator 
 pfyksen@nativitybloomington.org              8065 
Hagerty, Wanda, School Admin. Asst. 
 whagerty@nativitybloomington.org          8040 
Hornecker, Jacob, Faith Formation 
 jhornecker@nativitybloomington.org         8067       
Millner, Nicole, Director of Liturgy & Music  
 nmillner@nativitybloomington.org              8074 
Pajak, Ryan, Principal           
 rpajak@nativitybloomington.org          8060 
Rachel, Joanne, Director of Parish Operations         
 jrachel@nativitybloomington.org          8071 
Sansom, Roger, Maintenance/Grounds 
 rsansom@nativitybloomington.org          8073 
Tobroxen, Judy, Parish Administrative Assistant 
 jtobroxen@nativitybloomington.org          8072 
 
Trustees 
Tom Burns: tlburns43@gmail.com 
Christopher Dietzen: christopher.dietzen@gmail.com 
 
Parish Council Chair:  
Steve Casalenda:  scasalenda@remax.net 
 
Finance Council Chair:  
Chad Huset:  husetcs@hotmail.com     

 

Sunday:    Jos 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b/ 
     Eph 5:21-32/Jn 6:60-69 
 
Monday:    1 Thes 1:1-5, 8b-10/ 
     Mt 23:13-22 
 
Tuesday:    Rv 21:9b-14/Jn 1:45-51 
 
Wednesday:   1 Thes 2:9-13/Mt 23:27-32 

 
Thursday:   1 Thes 3:7-13/Mt 24:42-51 
 
Friday:    1 Thes 4:1-8/Mt 25:1-13 
 
Saturday:   1 Thes 4:9-11/Mt 25:14-30 
 
Next Sunday:  Dt 4:1-2, 6-8/ 
     Jas 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27/ 
     Mk 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
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   Mas4 T3<e4 
Holy Mass (Church) 

Mondays: 8am, Tuesdays: 6pm,  
Wednesdays-Fridays: 8am,  

Saturdays: 4pm, and  
Sundays: 8:30am & 10:30am 

Adoration (Church) 
Monday-Friday: 7-8am, 

Mondays: 8:30am-2pm, and 
Tuesdays: 5pm-5:50pm 

Confessions (Confessional) 
Tuesdays: 5pm,  

Wednesdays: 7:30am, 
Thursdays: 8:30am, and  

Saturdays: 3pm 

 
 
 

The pipe organ is to be held in high esteem in the  
Latin Church, since it is its traditional instrument,  
the sound of which can add a wonderful splendor  

to the Church's ceremonies and powerfully lift  
up men's minds to God and higher things.  

- Sacrosanctum Concilium (1963) 
 
 
 
 

Even with the many changes of Vatican II, the Catholic Church maintained pride of place for the pipe organ in 
accompanying the liturgy, second only to the primary instrument of the Church: the human voice. Why should this be the 
case? The pipe organ is unique in its ability to emulate the human voice and support a vast congregation in song. Like 
the human voice, the organ sound is made with wind, and the combination of high and low pitches complements the 
natural octave separation between lower adult male voices and the higher voices of women and children. 
 
The organ is also a symbolic reflection of the diverse voices of the singing congregation, and even the heavenly choirs 
that join us in worshiping at Mass. Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI spoke of the many pipes of the organ, high and low, of 
all different instruments and tone colors combining to speak as one voice in praise of God. Just as the psalms speak of 
using a number of instruments to praise the Lord, so too, the organ integrates in its ranks flutes, trumpets, and other 
instruments. Thus, “the manifold possibilities of the organ in some way remind us of the immensity and the magnificence 
of God.” 
 
The beauty of all the voices of the organ is their ability to combine to create different qualities of sounds and effect 
different moods or emotions. While there are shades that muffle or obscure a small portion of the organ, the volume of 
the organ is created more like building flavor intensity in cooking: adding ingredients or omitting them. Just like human 
voices, the voices of the organ are divided into “choirs” of similar sounds at different octaves. The prominent sounds are 
called principals, then there are softer flutes, lush strings, and a kick of spice with reeds (imitating trumpets). Those 
choirs can be used alone or combined, and the sound can be more complex with bright high sounds called mixtures or 
mutations. These sounds introduce combinations of different pitches that can add a more nasal or brilliant quality to the 
sound. As in all things, variety is the spice of life! These sounds allow the organ to be soft and ethereal (like the Lamb of 
God), sweet and elegant, or robust and regal (for a Gloria or triumphant hymn). 
 
As I am continuing to familiarize myself with the organ and the space at Nativity, I am learning about how the organ 
sounds different at different places. The organ will sound loudest where the ceiling is low at the back of the church or 
near the walls, because sound reflects off of hard surfaces. I’ve learned that even the humidity on a rainy day can 
make the organ sound louder! My desire is to continue learning about our organ and our community to understand them 
better, so that the organ can inspire and elevate our prayers to make a beautiful sacrifice of praise for our magnificent 
God. I would welcome the opportunity to have a conversation with you if you ever have any questions (or observations!) 
about the organ, the music, or the liturgy.  
 
Soli Deo Gloria!  
Nicole Millner 
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Care Center Ministry 
We are in need of one volunteer to help with the Care Center 
Ministry at 9 Mile Senior Living on the first Thursday of the 
month from 10-11am.  We could also use a substitute for the 
Care Center Ministry at Presbyterian Homes/Gideon Pond on 
Mondays at 10am.  Please call Kerry if you are interested in 
helping or have any questions.  952-881-8671 
 
Volunteer Opportunities 
Would you be interested in helping out parishioners after the 
10:30 am mass on Sundays?  We are currently looking for 
several volunteers.  If this would fit into your schedule and you 
are interested in finding out more information about it, please 
contact Judy Tobroxen or Joanne Rachel in the parish office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2021 Summer Grief Support Series 
Thursdays, July 8 – August 26, 2021, 4:30-6:00p.m. 
St. Edward’s Catholic Church (9401 Nesbitt Avenue South, 
Bloomington) Contact: Mia Ah Sani (952)835-7101 
August 26:  “Wellness During Grieft” Phyllis Bruce 
 
Fall program registration is now open!  
Precise calendars coming soon, but here are helpful web 
addresses for more information and to register: 
www.nativitybloomington.org/Sacraments/Sacramental-
Preparation 
www.nativitybloomington.org/Ministries/Faith-Formation 
Faith Formation will run every other Wednesday from  
6:30-8pm starting September 29th. 
Confirmation will run every other Wednesday from 6:30-8pm 
starting September 22nd. 
First Confession and First Communion registration has a couple 
of formats--call Jacob Hornecker or check the parish website 
for more details.  

Parish Choir is Returning! 
At long last, I am THRILLED to 
announce that we have finally 
received permission from the 
Archdiocese to resume with 
choir! The singing from all of 
you in the congregation 

continues to fill me with joy, but I am particularly excited to 
invite the choir back for their unique ability to bring life to the 
musical treasures of the church and to enhance and ornament 
congregational singing with harmonies. What better way to 
celebrate their return than with our Patronal Feast Day? The 
Parish Choir will resume singing at Mass at 10:30am on Sunday, 
September 12, as we celebrate our (transferred) Patronal Feast 
of the Nativity of Mary. Of course, all current choristers are 
warmly invited back, but I also want to extend an invitation to 
any and all adults from the Nativity Community! If you enjoy 
singing and have been wondering about choir, this is the time—
consider yourself personally invited! The ability to read music is 
helpful, but is not required; the real magic is in regular rehearsal 
attendance! The Parish Choir rehearses every Wednesday at 
7pm in the Church and sings every weekend. Our first rehearsal 
back will be on Wednesday, August 25, so we have some time 
to get our voices and harmonies back into shape after the long 
hiatus. Please contact Nicole for more information at 
nmillner@nativitybloomington.org or if you'd like to join! 
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Faith Formation Community Life 

Eucharistic Adoration is a great way to take some  
quiet time out of our busy lives to be with our Lord.  

The schedule is on the bottom of page 3.  
Contact Pam Meyer at 952-884-0158 if you can  

volunteer to substitute or be a regular adorer.  

 



 

Saturday, August 21  St. Pius X, Pope 
          3:00 PM  Reconciliation, Confessional 
          4:00 PM  Mass, Church (†Bernard Baker) 
 

Sunday, August 22  21st Sunday in Ordinary Time   
          8:30 AM  Mass, Church (Nativity of Mary Parish) 
        10:30 AM  Mass, Church (†Paul (Hoang) Killian) 
 

Monday, August 23  St. Rose of Lima, Virgin 
  7:00-8:00 AM  Adoration, Church   
          7:30 AM  Rosary, Chapel 
          8:00 AM   Mass, Church (Paul Paczkowski) 
  8:30-2:00 PM  Adoration, Church 
 

Tuesday, August 24 St. Bartholomew, Apostle  
  7:00-8:00 AM  Adoration, Church   
          5:00 PM  Reconciliation, Confessional 
  5:00-5:50 PM  Adoration, Church 
          6:00 PM   Mass, Church (†Theresa Havlicek) 
  6:45 PM  Bible Study, Caritas Room 
 

Wednesday, August 25  St. Louis 
  7:00-8:00 AM  Adoration, Church   
          7:30 AM  Reconciliation, Confessional 
          7:30 AM  Rosary, Chapel 
          8:00 AM  Mass, Church (†Richard  O’Brien) 
 

Thursday, August 26  
  7:00-8:00 AM  Adoration, Church   
          7:30 AM  Rosary, Chapel 
          8:00 AM  Mass, Church (†Barbara Grondahl) 
          8:30 AM  Reconciliation, Confessional 
 

Friday, August 27  St. Monica  
 7:00-8:00 AM  Adoration, Church    
          7:30 AM  Rosary, Chapel 
          8:00 AM  Mass, Church (†Ron Weiland) 
 

Saturday, August 28  St. Augustine, Doctor of the Church  
   3:00 PM  Reconciliation, Confessional 
           4:00 PM  Mass, Church (†Peter Hai Tran) 
 

Sunday, August 29  22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
          8:30 AM  Mass, Church (Nativity of Mary Parish) 
        10:30 AM  Mass, Church (†Barbara Grondahl) 
 
 

Parish Happenings 

AUGUST 22, 2021— 21ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME NATIVITY OF MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH 5 

Greetings, 
 
I recently sent the letter below to our Nativity School parents 
introducing our theme for the upcoming school year. Please join 
us in celebrating our theme! 
 
As July turns to August, we once again find ourselves with 
questions about what the school year will look like. Questions I 
keep hearing include- When will our lives truly get back to 
normal? Will normal be different? Where did I leave my coffee? 
 
We have a lot on our minds. We have lots of unanswered 
questions. We have and/or avoid conversations surrounding 
divisive topics. However, as a Catholic community of faith, we 
also have each other. It’s important to remember and easy to 
overlook. We have each other. For that, I thank you. Thank you 
for being a wonderful community dedicated to the education of 
the children of Nativity. Thank you for volunteering your time, 
talent, and treasure to help our school keep the needle moving 
forward. Thank you for helping each other. Thank you for loving 
each other.  
 
Just like we sometimes overlook the support and community that 
we have, we also forget to show gratitude for all we have been 
given. We take the kindness of others for granted sometimes 
because it happens so often in our community! I am certainly 
guilty of this myself. I just finished writing some thank you cards 
for gifts I received at the beginning of June!  
 
The power of a giving and gracious community is unrivaled. 
Therefore, I would like our community to commit to expressing 
gratitude both in word and in action during this school year. In 
the words of the Catholic writer, G.K. Chesterton, “I would 
maintain that thanks are the highest form of thought; and that 
gratitude is happiness doubled by wonder.” What an incredible 
way to describe gratitude! This commitment to gratitude brings us 
to our theme for this year.  
 

Gratitude is happiness! 
 
Let’s take the time this year to recognize and acknowledge what 
we have been given. Let’s express our gratitude with sincerity. 
Let’s pray prayers of thanksgiving, for “When the peace of Christ 
rules in our hearts, thankfulness overflows. Even in the darkest of 
times, we can praise God for his love, his sovereignty, and his 
promise to be near us when we call.” (Psalm 145:18). 
 
There is no doubt that we have another challenging year ahead. 
We must remember that we have our Nativity community to fall 
back on. We have each other. We have the power of Christ. Let 
us rejoice and give thanks! 
 
Do small things with great love! 
Ryan Pajak 
Principal 



During the month of August, our weekly budgeted 
contributions are $14,320 (5 weeks). 
 

Offering for Weekend (Week 7) 
August 14/15, 2021 

 
    Weekly  Year to Date 
Actual  $14,784  $122,171 
Budgeted  $14,320  $114,260 
 
52 Club Winners 
8/22/21  Michael Barg $100   
 
Thank you Mason James Real Estate, Joe Moore, Realtor and 

all our other contributors for supporting our parish bulletin.  

Scan to 
give  

online 

Quick Notes Sharing Our Treasure 
Cor Jesu 
Friday, September 10, 8 p.m., St. Mary’s Chapel, 
The Saint Paul Seminary 
Join in Eucharistic adoration, confession, plus praise and 
worship music with young adults, college age and older. 
Archbishop Hebda will preside. Parking is waived on South 
Campus surface lots at the University of St. Thomas. For 
more information, see 10000vocations.org or visit the Cor 
Jesu Facebook page facebook.com/SPSCorJesu.  
 
The Spiritual Exercises in Daily Life 
September 15 for 9 months at St. Thomas More, St. Paul 
The Spiritual Exercises are a compilation of meditations and 
contemplative practices developed by St. Ignatius of Loyola 
to help people deepen their relationships with God. This 
retreat will allow you to experience the Exercises with a 
director who will guide you over 9 months. There are small 
group and individual options. Learn more and register 
at morecommunity.org/spiritual-exercises-retreat.    
 
Healing Takes Time Fall Retreat   
Sept. 17 - 19, 2021 Friday, 7 pm - thru Sunday, 11 am 
Dr. Melissa Mork Keynote Speaker -“Tasks, Coping, and 
Resilience with Grief ”Melissa was orphaned in college 
when her mother was killed in a car crash. Melissa lost 
friends to a brain aneurysm, heart attack, Covid, and 
suicide. She suffered multiple miscarriages throughout her 
marriage, and then her husband died of aggressive lung 
cancer, leaving her to parent their two children alone. 
Consequently, Melissa is intimately acquainted with grief. 
This retreat is an uplifting experience to help those who are 
suffering from the loss of a loved one find hope and healing 
in their grief journey. Small-Group breakout sessions will be 
held and led by those who have experienced the same/
similar type of loss. Breakout session types include: Loss of a 
child, spouse, sibling, parent, loss through suicide, homicide, 
and pregnancy. For more information or to register contact: 
Marlene Hunt Phone:(507) 381-1177 
Email: hopeunitedgriefgroup@gmail.com 
Facebook: Hope United Grief Group 
 
Discernment Opportunity for Young Women 
Sept. 24-26 at Christ the King Retreat Center, Buffalo 
We are pleased to announce that Fiat Ministries 
Discernment Retreat is coming to the Archdiocese of St. Paul 
and Minneapolis. Single women age 18-28 who are seeking 
to do God's will are invited to attend. Religious sisters from 
various orders assist at the retreat by giving talks, leading 
small groups, giving their testimonies, and providing a joyful 
witness of what it means to be a consecrated Religious 
Sister. The Fiat Discernment Retreat seeks to foster prayer, 
self-knowledge, and authentic discernment in young women 
to re-center their focus back on God and the universal call 
to holiness. The cost of the retreat is $100 which includes 
meals, lodging and materials. Registration and more 
information can be found at fiatministries.org.  

TWEETS OF WISDOM FROM POPE FRANCIS 
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God does not come to free us from our ever-
present daily problems, but to free us from 
the real problem, which is the lack of love. 
This is the main cause of our personal, social, 
international and environmental ills. Thinking 
only of ourselves: this is the father of all evils.  

Attention School Families!  
The Archdiocese wants feedback on 
effective ways to work with families 
and young people on transmitting 
the Catholic Faith. We will have 
Small Groups for two weeks in 
early October to compile and 
forward thoughts and ideas in just 

this area, and as I work in both the parish and the school, I 
am specifically interested in your reflections and responses. 
Watch this space in coming weeks, or contact me at  
(952) 208-8067 or jhornecker@nativitybloomington.org for 
more information. 
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     GREAT  BEAR TIRE & AUTO
      9000 Lyndale Ave So. • Bloomington, MN

      Complete Auto Service, Wonderful Car Wash

www.leroysautocenter.com

“We Put Your Faith

In Education”

PreK-8th Grade

952-881-8160

www.nativitybloomington.org

10520 France Ave. So.
(952) 884-8288

Since 1958 

FAMOUS FOR CHINESE AND 
AMERICAN CUISINE

952-888-9294
www.davidfongs.com

9329 LYNDALE AVE. SO

Gift 
Certificates 

Available

BLAYLOCK 
PLUMBING CO.

“Dependable Service Since 1938”

Repairs • Remodeling • Sewer Work

7731 4th Ave. S.

612-869-7531

Steve Koenig
952.253.9404
7131 Amundson Ave, Edina, MN 55439

skoenig@farmersagent.com
FarmersAgent.com/SKoenig

Catholic Owned

Contact John Delahunty
to place an ad today!

jdelahunty@4LPi.com or
(800) 477-4574 x6657
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HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC.

TAKE 10% OFF ANY SERVICE WITH AD 

  952-884-2453
www.southsideheating.com

Kathryn T. Raidt

Attorney at Law

• Wills • Real Estate • Probate • Trusts

952-926-2288

7101 York Ave. S., #159, Edina

Viens Lawn Service
Complete Maintenance & Lawn Care

10% Discount for New Seasonal Contracts  
which includes Spring Cleanup,  

Weekly Mowing & Fall Cleanup.

10% Discount on Any Landscaping  
with this ad.

Phone 952-888-4296 

LINDBERG 
CHIROPRACTIC

Over 30 Years 

of Servicing Our Community

Dr. Bruce A. Lindberg

200 W. 98th St.

952-881-4421

8150 26th Ave S
Bloomington, mn 
AcroSS from moA
(952)222-4000

 S TA R T  Y O U R  D AY  W I T H 
B R U N C H  AT  H A Z E LW O O D

Bank Local. Bank Premier.
Bloomington Office 

952.888.5678
www.premierbanks.com

ORV FILLBRANDT,  ABR,  CRS,  CDPE
Broker-Associate, RE/MAX Hall of Fame I Love Referrals!  
RE/MAX Lifetime Achievement Career Award

Certified Residential Specialist (CRS) 612-751-2943 (Cell)
Certified Distressed Property Expert (CDPE) 952-887-1218 (O)
Call ME for a FREE Market Analysis if selling!

Call ME if you’re Buying, Selling, Building or Relocating!

               Results Orville@Fillbrandt.com
Parishioner      7700 France Ave. S., Suite 230 www.OrvFillbrandt.com

12 Shares 
for 

12 Apostles 
for 

12 Months
Donate Today

washburn-mcreavy .com
Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services

DAWN VALLEY CHAPEL 9940 Bush Lake Road
952.941.7686

BLOOMINGTON CHAPEL

MIKE ST. AUBIN – FUNERAL DIRECTOR

2300 W Old Shakopee Road
952.884.8145
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     Estate Planning is Love for Family!

Wills – Trusts – Health Care Directives

Free Initial Consultation

Call Attorney Bill Peterson 952-921-5818

Now Selling Cabinets, Countertops, and all the 

Flooring Choices you have known and loved us for!

9939 Lyndale Ave S., Bloomington
952-881-5825 | galaxiefloorstores.com

Bloomington 
952-881-8871

Adjustable Beds • Premium Mattress Sets • Memory Foam Mattresses 
Headboards • Sheets • Two-Sided Innerspring Mattresses • Pillows

RestwellMattress.com At Southtown Shopping Center


