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MIDSUMMER UPDATES AT NATIVITY 
 

Nativity of Mary is currently open on weekdays from  
6:30am-4:30pm for private prayer as well as posted 
Confession, Adoration, and Mass Times. All Masses are 
celebrated at their usual times.   
 
As of July 1, the bishops of Minnesota have reinstated the 
Obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of 
Obligation, and we are overjoyed to welcome everyone back 
to Mass! The return of our faith family to Mass is a joyous 
occasion! Although the general dispensation will no longer be 
available, the Church has always recognized that certain 
circumstances can excuse a person from the requirement to 
observe the obligation. Learn more at backtomassmn.org.  
Due to the important connection between the celebration of 
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and reception of the Eucharist, 
drive-through Communion is no longer offered at Nativity.  
If you are not able to return to church but would still like to 
receive the Eucharist, please contact Kerry Cronkhite about  
our homebound eucharistic ministry at 952-881-8671 x8070 
kcronkhite@nativitybloomington.org 
 
Facemasks: Those fully vaccinated are not at significant risk 
for contracting or spreading the coronavirus don’t need to 
wear facemasks. Individuals who are more comfortable 
wearing a facemask may continue doing so but we will no 
longer require masks in the church buildings. Additionally, 
masks are still required in Nativity of Mary School.   
Social Distancing: Six feet of separation is still required 
between households, especially if people are singing. Up to 
10 persons may be seated at one table/in one pew. 
Additionally, the Gathering Space and Chapel areas continue 
to be available for those who prefer more social distancing.   
 
Ongoing General Safety Protocols: If you are sick, stay at 
home. Please take care of yourself and protect others from 
becoming infected. Vulnerable persons and those caring for 
them should stay safe.  Attend nonobligatory gatherings only 
to the extent that you judge the risk of infection to be low.  
Do what you are comfortable doing. An individual may 
always practice more restrictive facemask and social  
distance standards than are required. Sanitization is 
effective.  Washing hands and using hand sanitizer helps 
avoid both contracting and spreading infection. Vaccines are 
still recommended.  
 
We will continue to livestream our Saturday 4:00pm 
Anticipatory Mass, as well as Holy Days of Obligation to our 
Youtube Channel: @NativityofMaryMN 
 
*An inherent risk of exposure to COVID-19 exists anywhere 
people are present. COVID-19 is an extremely contagious 
disease that can lead to severe illness and death. Attendance 
at liturgies and other events is at your own risk. 

For an end to the covid-19 pandemic 
 & the prayers in our parish  

book of intercessions. 
 

Please call or email Kathy Schoenecker with any  
prayer requests for the prayer chain.  
ekaan@aol.com / 612-581-4633 

CONTACT OUR  TEAM 
 

PARISH OFFICE: 952-881-8671                               Ext                   
Fr Nathan LaLiberte, Pastor           
 frnathan@nativitybloomington.org             8066 
Dcn. John Shearer, Deacon                                         
 jshearer@nativitybloomington.org                    8068 
Dcn. Jim Reinhardt, Deacon 
 deaconjim@nativitybloomington.org     5526 
Cronkhite, Kerry, Ministry Coordinator                   
 kcronkhite@nativitybloomington.org         8070 
Dillard, Katy, Bookkeeper/TADS Specialist  
 kdillard@nativitybloomington.org          8075 
Fyksen, Patty, Creative Clubhouse Coordinator 
 pfyksen@nativitybloomington.org              8065 
Hagerty, Wanda, School Admin. Asst. 
 whagerty@nativitybloomington.org          8040 
Hornecker, Jacob, Faith Formation 
 jhornecker@nativitybloomington.org         8067       
Millner, Nicole, Director of Liturgy & Music  
 nmillner@nativitybloomington.org              8074 
Pajak, Ryan, Principal           
 rpajak@nativitybloomington.org          8060 
Rachel, Joanne, Director of Parish Operations         
 jrachel@nativitybloomington.org          8071 
Sansom, Roger, Maintenance/Grounds 
 rsansom@nativitybloomington.org          8073 
Tobroxen, Judy, Parish Administrative Assistant 
 jtobroxen@nativitybloomington.org          8072 
 
Trustees 
Tom Burns: tlburns43@gmail.com 
Christopher Dietzen: christopher.dietzen@gmail.com 
 
Parish Council Chair:  
Steve Casalenda:  scasalenda@remax.net 
 
Finance Council Chair:  
Chad Huset:  husetcs@hotmail.com     

 

Sunday:   Dt 4:1-2, 6-8/ 
    Jas 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27/ 
    Mk 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
 
Monday:   1 Thes 4:13-18/Lk 4:16-30 
 
Tuesday:   1 Thes 5:1-6, 9-11/Lk 4:31-37 
 
Wednesday:  Col 1:1-8/Lk 4:38-44 
 

Thursday:   Col 1:9-14/Lk 5:1-11 
 
Friday:    Col 1:15-20/Lk 5:33-39 
 
Saturday:   Col 1:21-23/Lk 6:1-5 
 
Next Sunday:  Is 35:4-7a/Jas 2:1-5/ 
     Mk 7:31-37 
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   Mas4 T3<e4 
Holy Mass (Church) 

Mondays: 8am, Tuesdays: 6pm,  
Wednesdays-Fridays: 8am,  

Saturdays: 4pm, and  
Sundays: 8:30am & 10:30am 

Adoration (Church) 
Monday-Friday: 7-8am, 

Mondays: 8:30am-2pm, and 
Tuesdays: 5pm-5:50pm 

Confessions (Confessional) 
Tuesdays: 5pm,  

Wednesdays: 7:30am, 
Thursdays: 8:30am, and  

Saturdays: 3pm 

If Christianity was illegal, would there be enough evidence to convict you?  
 

This is a question that was posed to me during a talk I attended a few years back. It was (and still is) a very good question to 
reflect upon. The recent articles coming out of Afghanistan makes this question far from hypothetical. In fact, the Christians in 
that country are being savagely persecuted and martyred. The reports I have heard is that the Taliban rebels are going  
door-to-door seeking out Christians (among others). If there are signs that the home practices Christianity or there is evidence 
of the person being a follower of Christ (for instance on their cell phone), the person is executed on the spot!  
 
Thinking about the situation in Afghanistan may help us to consider our commitment to our faith. We could consider, if  the 
Taliban came knocking at my door, would they find evidence of my life in Christ? If they took my cell phone, would they find 
information that confirms my love for Jesus? If “charged” with being a Christian, would I have the courage to plead guilty?  
Would we have the strength to stay true to our convictions and admit to our Catholic faith? Of course, none of us can know for 
certain how we would respond in such an emotional and terrifying situation, but how we live now (while Christianity is still 
legal), will help us prepare for such an encounter.  
 
We can prepare for living through the persecution of our faith. First, we need to know what we believe, practice our faith 
every day and then be unashamed of what we believe and how we live. For instance, do we have the courage to stand up 
for all life from conception to natural death? Are we unafraid to believe and defend our Catholic view on marriage? Are we 
able to explain and defend the Church’s understanding of the Eucharist, Mary’s role in our faith and confession? Recently, I 
was given such an opportunity. 
 
While walking around Lake Nokomis in Mpls. last week,  I was praying a rosary. As I walked by a gentleman seated on a 
park bench, I noticed that he had many characteristics of homeless person. He had a long and unkept beard, he was shirtless 
and very thin, he held a bottle of whiskey in one hand a pack of cigarettes in the other. When our eyes met, much to my 
surprised he said something like: “The world sure needs the rosary these days!”. After responding with an “Amen!” I paused 
and engaged in a conversation with him. He told me his name was Rod. In addition to confirming that he was homeless, he 
also displayed a remarkable knowledge of scripture.  Rod was open about how difficult it was to be homeless and the 
stigma and pain that it causes him. Rod said that he periodically considers suicide when he is particularly troubled. However, 
despite him knowing what my rosary beads were, he had very limited knowledge of the Catholic faith. Once he learned that 
I am Catholic, he began to pepper me with questions about the Eucharist, confession, priests, and Mary. He was not at all 
combative about these things, but genuinely curious.  
 
This experience was an excellent opportunity for me to explain my faith and hopefully encourage this man to continue to 
explore the truth that is found in our Catholic faith. Rod was very humble and open to hearing what I had to say. After about 
25-30 minutes of conversation, I offered to pray with Rod and again, he was very open to this. I asked the Lord to enlighten 
Rod and give him a greater understanding of Christian Truth, I prayed for grace for him to overcome his homeless situation 
and help him grow in a desire to keep on living despite his difficult life. I asked God to surround Rod with his angels. Rod  
said he was grateful for our conversation as we parted. I was certainly grateful to have met him. The remainder of my rosary 
was said on Rod’s behalf. I hope I get to see him again.  
 
This experience was wonderful on so many levels. It helped me better understand more personally the plight of a homeless 
person. In addition, his questions on faith challenged me to be able to clearly articulate some of our more complex Catholic 
beliefs. Finally, his openness to conversation about faith and willingness to pray blessed us both. Rod had no hostility behind 
his questions to me unlike what is occurring in Afghanistan. My hope is that I would be just as willing to answer such questions 
without fear if someday the questioner IS hostile.  
 
Let us join together in our parish to pray for the homeless, for those persecuted in Afghanistan and for ourselves that we 
would continue to grow in our faith AND in our courage to proclaim it to others, no matter what the circumstance. If in the 
future, Christianity ever becomes illegal in the US, may there be plenty of evidence to convict us for having faith in Christ!                                                                                                                       

 
Dcn. Jim Reinhardt  
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Care Center Ministry 
We are in need of one volunteer to help with the Care Center 
Ministry at 9 Mile Senior Living on the first Thursday of the 
month from 10-11am.  We could also use a substitute for the 
Care Center Ministry at Presbyterian Homes/Gideon Pond on 
Mondays at 10am.  Please call Kerry if you are interested in 
helping or have any questions.  952-881-8671 
 
Volunteer Opportunities 
Would you be interested in helping out parishioners after the 
10:30 am mass on Sundays?  We are currently looking for 
several volunteers.  If this would fit into your schedule and you 
are interested in finding out more information about it, please 
contact Judy Tobroxen or Joanne Rachel in the parish office. 
 
Funeral Luncheon Ministry 
Many thanks to so many of you who have contributed to the 
funeral luncheon ministry over the years by donating salads 
and baked goods.  With Covid and new guidelines, we will 
only be catering food for families moving forward.  Know that 
your contributions to this ministry were greatly appreciated. 
 
Fall program registration is Open on Nativity’s Website!  
Faith Formation will run every other Wednesday from  
6:30-8pm starting September 29th. 
Confirmation will run every other Wednesday from 6:30-8pm 
starting September 22nd. 
First Confession and First Communion registration has a couple 
of formats--call Jacob Hornecker or check the parish website 
for more details.  

 
Attention School Families!  
The Archdiocese wants feedback on 
effective ways to work with families 
and young people on transmitting  
the Catholic Faith. We will have  
Small Groups for two weeks in early 
October to compile and forward 
thoughts and ideas in just this area, 

and as I work in both the parish and the school, I am 
specifically interested in your reflections and responses.  
Watch this space in coming weeks, or contact me at  
(952) 208-8067 or jhornecker@nativitybloomington.org  
for more information. 

Parish Choir is Returning! 
At long last, I am THRILLED to 
announce that we have finally 
received permission from the 
Archdiocese to resume with 
choir! The singing from all of 
you in the congregation 

continues to fill me with joy, but I am particularly excited to 
invite the choir back for their unique ability to bring life to the 
musical treasures of the church and to enhance and ornament 
congregational singing with harmonies. What better way to 
celebrate their return than with our Patronal Feast Day? The 
Parish Choir will resume singing at Mass at 10:30am on Sunday, 
September 12, as we celebrate our (transferred) Patronal Feast 
of the Nativity of Mary. Of course, all current choristers are 
warmly invited back, but I also want to extend an invitation to 
any and all adults from the Nativity Community! If you enjoy 
singing and have been wondering about choir, this is the time—
consider yourself personally invited! The ability to read music is 
helpful, but is not required; the real magic is in regular rehearsal 
attendance! The Parish Choir rehearses every Wednesday at 
7pm in the Church and sings every weekend. Our first rehearsal 
back will be on Wednesday, August 25, so we have some time 
to get our voices and harmonies back into shape after the long 
hiatus. Please contact Nicole for more information at 
nmillner@nativitybloomington.org or if you'd like to join! 
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Faith Formation Community Life 

Eucharistic Adoration is a great way to take some  
quiet time out of our busy lives to be with our Lord.  

The schedule is on the bottom of page 3.  
Contact Pam Meyer at 952-884-0158 if you can  

volunteer to substitute or be a regular adorer.  

 



 

Saturday, August 28   St. Augustine, Doctor of the Church  
   3:00 PM  Reconciliation, Confessional 
           4:00 PM  Mass, Church (†Peter Hai Tran) 
 

Sunday, August 29   22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
          8:30 AM  Mass, Church (Nativity of Mary Parish) 
        10:30 AM  Mass, Church (†Barbara Grondahl) 
 

Monday, August 30   
  7:00-8:00 AM  Adoration, Church   
          7:30 AM  Rosary, Chapel 
          8:00 AM   Mass, Church (Jim Koepke) 
  8:30-2:00 PM  Adoration, Church 
 

Tuesday, August 31  
  7:00-8:00 AM  Adoration, Church   
          5:00 PM  Reconciliation, Confessional 
  5:00-5:50 PM  Adoration, Church 
          6:00 PM   Mass, Church (†Nancy McPherson) 
  6:45 PM  Bible Study, Caritas Room 
 

Wednesday, September 1   
  7:00-8:00 AM  Adoration, Church   
          7:30 AM  Reconciliation, Confessional 
          7:30 AM  Rosary, Chapel 
          8:00 AM  Mass, Church (†Emily Rachel) 
 

Thursday, September 2  
  7:00-8:00 AM  Adoration, Church   
          7:30 AM  Rosary, Chapel 
          8:00 AM  Mass, Church (Lola Jakus) 
          8:30 AM  Reconciliation, Confessional 
 

Friday, September 3  St. Gregory the Great, Pope and  
        Doctor of the Church 
 7:00-8:00 AM  Adoration, Church    
          7:30 AM  Rosary, Chapel 
          8:00 AM  Mass, Church (†Holisak Family) 
 

Saturday, September 4   
          3:00 PM  Reconciliation, Confessional 
          4:00 PM  Mass, Church (†Winifred Philipps) 
 

Sunday, September 5  23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time   
          8:30 AM  Mass, Church (†Ozzie Ostendorf) 
        10:30 AM  Mass, Church (Nativity of Mary Parish) 

Parish Happenings 
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Greetings, 
 
I recently sent the letter below to our Nativity School parents 
introducing our theme for the upcoming school year. Please join 
us in celebrating our theme! 
 
As July turns to August, we once again find ourselves with 
questions about what the school year will look like. Questions I 
keep hearing include- When will our lives truly get back to 
normal? Will normal be different? Where did I leave my coffee? 
 
We have a lot on our minds. We have lots of unanswered 
questions. We have and/or avoid conversations surrounding 
divisive topics. However, as a Catholic community of faith, we 
also have each other. It’s important to remember and easy to 
overlook. We have each other. For that, I thank you. Thank you 
for being a wonderful community dedicated to the education of 
the children of Nativity. Thank you for volunteering your time, 
talent, and treasure to help our school keep the needle moving 
forward. Thank you for helping each other. Thank you for loving 
each other.  
 
Just like we sometimes overlook the support and community that 
we have, we also forget to show gratitude for all we have been 
given. We take the kindness of others for granted sometimes 
because it happens so often in our community! I am certainly 
guilty of this myself. I just finished writing some thank you cards 
for gifts I received at the beginning of June!  
 
The power of a giving and gracious community is unrivaled. 
Therefore, I would like our community to commit to expressing 
gratitude both in word and in action during this school year. In 
the words of the Catholic writer, G.K. Chesterton, “I would 
maintain that thanks are the highest form of thought; and that 
gratitude is happiness doubled by wonder.” What an incredible 
way to describe gratitude! This commitment to gratitude brings us 
to our theme for this year.  
 

Gratitude is happiness! 
 
Let’s take the time this year to recognize and acknowledge what 
we have been given. Let’s express our gratitude with sincerity. 
Let’s pray prayers of thanksgiving, for “When the peace of Christ 
rules in our hearts, thankfulness overflows. Even in the darkest of 
times, we can praise God for his love, his sovereignty, and his 
promise to be near us when we call.” (Psalm 145:18). 
 
There is no doubt that we have another challenging year ahead. 
We must remember that we have our Nativity community to fall 
back on. We have each other. We have the power of Christ. Let 
us rejoice and give thanks! 
 
Do small things with great love! 
Ryan Pajak 
Principal 



During the month of August, our weekly budgeted 
contributions are $14,320 (5 weeks). 
 

Offering for Weekend (Week 8) 
August 21/22, 2021 

 
    Weekly  Year to Date 
Actual  $13,992  $136,163 
Budgeted  $14,320  $128,580 
 
52 Club Winners 
8/29/21  Erin & Matthew Martin  $100   
 
Thank you Galaxie Floor Stores and all our other contributors 

for supporting our parish bulletin.  

Scan to 
give  

online 

Quick Notes Sharing Our Treasure 
Special Haiti Emergency Collection 
Saturday and Sunday Masses, August 28-29  
Archbishop Hebda has asked all archdiocesan parishes to 
join with U.S. Catholics in an emergency collection for those 
suffering the devastating earthquake in Haiti. On August 14, 
a massive 7.2 magnitude quake hit Haiti leveling homes and 
businesses, leaving many without shelter or food. Hospitals 
and clinics are overwhelmed. Still struggling from the 2010 
damaging earthquake, the country was also hit by Tropical 
Storm Grace adding to the devastation. Your help is critical 
for our Haiti brothers and sisters desperate to survive. Gifts 
will be forwarded to the USCCB Bishops Emergency Disaster 
Fund created to support relief efforts through Catholic Relief 
Services in situations like Haiti. Please offer what you can at 
your parish collection. If that is not an option, you can 
donate at centerformission.org/contribute-donation-form.  
 
IS THE HONEYMOON OVER?   
It doesn't have to be!  A Marriage Encounter weekend can 
rekindle the excitement and romance in your relationship. 
This is a private weekend away from life's distractions that 
allows a husband and wife to focus on each other. The 
next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekends are Oct 8-
10, 2021 in Buffalo, MN and Feb 11-13, 2022 in Buffalo, 
MN. Early registration is highly recommended.  For more 
information visit our website at: twincitieswwme.org or 
contact Brent & Tracy 
at applications@twincitieswwme.org or 612-756-8720.  
 
Cor Jesu 
Friday, September 10, 8 p.m., St. Mary’s Chapel, 
The Saint Paul Seminary 
Join in Eucharistic adoration, confession, plus praise and 
worship music with young adults, college age and older. 
Archbishop Hebda will preside. Parking is waived on South 
Campus surface lots at the University of St. Thomas. For 
more information, see 10000vocations.org or visit the Cor 
Jesu Facebook page facebook.com/SPSCorJesu.  

TWEETS OF WISDOM FROM POPE FRANCIS 
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Patience helps us to be merciful in the way we 
view ourselves, our communities and our world.  
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     GREAT  BEAR TIRE & AUTO
      9000 Lyndale Ave So. • Bloomington, MN

      Complete Auto Service, Wonderful Car Wash

www.leroysautocenter.com

“We Put Your Faith

In Education”

PreK-8th Grade

952-881-8160

www.nativitybloomington.org

10520 France Ave. So.
(952) 884-8288

Since 1958 

FAMOUS FOR CHINESE AND 
AMERICAN CUISINE

952-888-9294
www.davidfongs.com

9329 LYNDALE AVE. SO

Gift 
Certificates 

Available

BLAYLOCK 
PLUMBING CO.

“Dependable Service Since 1938”

Repairs • Remodeling • Sewer Work

7731 4th Ave. S.

612-869-7531

Steve Koenig
952.253.9404
7131 Amundson Ave, Edina, MN 55439

skoenig@farmersagent.com
FarmersAgent.com/SKoenig

Catholic Owned

Contact John Delahunty
to place an ad today!

jdelahunty@4LPi.com or
(800) 477-4574 x6657
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HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC.

TAKE 10% OFF ANY SERVICE WITH AD 

  952-884-2453
www.southsideheating.com

Kathryn T. Raidt

Attorney at Law

• Wills • Real Estate • Probate • Trusts

952-926-2288

7101 York Ave. S., #159, Edina

Viens Lawn Service
Complete Maintenance & Lawn Care

10% Discount for New Seasonal Contracts  
which includes Spring Cleanup,  

Weekly Mowing & Fall Cleanup.

10% Discount on Any Landscaping  
with this ad.

Phone 952-888-4296 

LINDBERG 
CHIROPRACTIC

Over 30 Years 

of Servicing Our Community

Dr. Bruce A. Lindberg

200 W. 98th St.

952-881-4421

8150 26th Ave S
Bloomington, mn 
AcroSS from moA
(952)222-4000

 S TA R T  Y O U R  D AY  W I T H 
B R U N C H  AT  H A Z E LW O O D

Bank Local. Bank Premier.
Bloomington Office 

952.888.5678
www.premierbanks.com

ORV FILLBRANDT,  ABR,  CRS,  CDPE
Broker-Associate, RE/MAX Hall of Fame I Love Referrals!  
RE/MAX Lifetime Achievement Career Award

Certified Residential Specialist (CRS) 612-751-2943 (Cell)
Certified Distressed Property Expert (CDPE) 952-887-1218 (O)
Call ME for a FREE Market Analysis if selling!

Call ME if you’re Buying, Selling, Building or Relocating!

               Results Orville@Fillbrandt.com
Parishioner      7700 France Ave. S., Suite 230 www.OrvFillbrandt.com

12 Shares 
for 

12 Apostles 
for 

12 Months
Donate Today

washburn-mcreavy .com
Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services

DAWN VALLEY CHAPEL 9940 Bush Lake Road
952.941.7686

BLOOMINGTON CHAPEL

MIKE ST. AUBIN – FUNERAL DIRECTOR

2300 W Old Shakopee Road
952.884.8145

WMF_18-ChurchBulletinAd_08_7.54x1.065_v1_BL_DV_MSA.indd   1 10/23/18   1:41 PM

     Estate Planning is Love for Family!

Wills – Trusts – Health Care Directives

Free Initial Consultation

Call Attorney Bill Peterson 952-921-5818

Now Selling Cabinets, Countertops, and all the 

Flooring Choices you have known and loved us for!

9939 Lyndale Ave S., Bloomington
952-881-5825 | galaxiefloorstores.com

Bloomington 
952-881-8871

Adjustable Beds • Premium Mattress Sets • Memory Foam Mattresses 
Headboards • Sheets • Two-Sided Innerspring Mattresses • Pillows

RestwellMattress.com At Southtown Shopping Center


