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FALL UPDATES AT NATIVITY

Nativity of Mary is currently open on weekdays from 
6:30am-4:30pm for private prayer as well as posted 
Confession, Adoration, and Mass Times. All Masses are 
celebrated at their usual times.  

As of July 1, the bishops of Minnesota have reinstated the 
Obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of 
Obligation, and we are overjoyed to welcome everyone back 
to Mass! The return of our faith family to Mass is a joyous 
occasion! Although the general dispensation will no longer be 
available, the Church has always recognized that certain 
circumstances can excuse a person from the requirement to 
observe the obligation. Learn more at backtomassmn.org. 
Due to the important connection between the celebration of 
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and reception of the Eucharist, 
drive-through Communion is no longer offered at Nativity. 
If you are not able to return to church but would still like to 
receive the Eucharist, please contact the Parish Office to find 
out more about our homebound eucharistic ministry. 

Facemasks: Those fully vaccinated are not at significant risk 
for contracting or spreading the coronavirus don’t need to 
wear facemasks. Individuals who are more comfortable 
wearing a facemask may continue doing so but we will no 
longer require masks in the church buildings. Additionally, 
masks are strongly recommended in Nativity of Mary School. 

Social Distancing: There are no longer any distancing or 
capacity restrictions in place in the church buildings. For those 
who prefer more social distancing, the Gathering Space and 
Chapel areas continue to be available. 

Ongoing General Safety Protocols: If you are sick, stay at 
home. Please take care of yourself and protect others from 
becoming infected. Vulnerable persons and those caring for 
them should stay safe. Attend nonobligatory gatherings only 
to the extent that you judge the risk of infection to be low. 
Do what you are comfortable doing. An individual may 
always practice more restrictive facemask and social 
distance standards than are required. Sanitization is 
effective. Washing hands and using hand sanitizer helps 
avoid both contracting and spreading infection. Vaccines are 
still recommended.

We will continue to livestream our Saturday 4:00pm 
Anticipatory Mass, as well as Holy Days of Obligation to our 
Youtube Channel: @NativityofMaryMN

*An inherent risk of exposure to COVID-19 exists anywhere 
people are present. COVID-19 is an extremely contagious 
disease that can lead to severe illness and death. Attendance 
at liturgies and other events is at your own risk.

For an end to the covid-19 pandemic & the 
prayers in our parish book of intercessions.

Please call or email Kathy Schoenecker with any 
prayer requests for the prayer chain. 
ekaan@aol.com / 612-581-4633

CONTACT OUR  TEAM

Sunday: Dn 12:1-3/Heb 10:11-14, 18/
Mk 13:24-32

Monday: 1 Mc 1:10-15, 41-43, 54-57, 62-63/
Lk 18:35-43

Tuesday: 2 Mc 6:18-31/Lk 19:1-10

Wednesday: 2 Mc 7:1, 20-31//Lk 19:11-28

Thursday: 1 Mc 2:15-29/Lk 19:41-44

Friday: 1 Mc 4:36-37, 52-59/
Lk 19:45-48

Saturday: 1 Mc 6:1-13/Lk 20:27-40

Next Sunday: Dn 7:13-14/Rv 1:5-8/
Jn 18:33b-37
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Holy Mass (Church)

Mondays: 8am, Tuesdays: 6pm, 
Wednesdays-Fridays: 8am, 

Saturdays: 4pm, and 
Sundays: 8:30am & 10:30am

Adoration (Church)
Monday-Friday: 7-8am,

Mondays: 8:30am-2pm, and
Tuesdays: 5pm-5:50pm

Confessions (Confessional)
Tuesdays: 5pm, 

Wednesdays: 7:30am, 
Thursdays: 8:30am, and 

Saturdays: 3pm

MUSIC RECAP

Over the first three weeks that I had returned from Sabbatical, Nicole Millner, our Music and Liturgy director, did a little 
experiment where she only used one stop in the organ for several weeks..  After a period of doing this, we asked for some 
feedback to help us understand the experience of worship that people in the pews were having.  

After we asked for feedback, we had about thirty people offer their thoughts to us.  Unfortunately, the information was 
inconclusive.  Over half of the comments requested that the organ return back to its original full sound and louder volume.  Then 
there was about a third that wanted to find a middle ground between what the organ was like before and how it had been with 
only one stop. The remaining minority said that they did not like the organ at all and if it had to be used, we should keep it at the 
lowest volume possible.

There were also some comments offered surrounding the music selection.  Largely this information was also inconclusive.  Even in
statements such as, “use more contemporary music” when the person bringing the comment was questioned, it resulted in 
“contemporary music” meaning, for some, songs from the 1970s, and to others praise and worship that was played on the radio. 
Everyone had their own unique set of preferences in what they wanted to hear, and interestingly their preferences rarely 
overlapped.  The other illumination from this informal survey was that a lot of people really liked how the music was currently 
being led.  Many stated that they enjoy the substantial presence of the organ and some, who are newer parishioners to our 
community, said they joined because of the use of the organ (apparently is a rarity at Mass in other Catholic parishes).

With all this being said, Nicole and I wanted to do a bit more research on the objective experience at Nativity. Nicole had 
the idea of bringing in a decibel reader to check different areas of the church while the organ was being played at its maximum 
volume. Sound exposure is measured in the intensity of the decibels and the duration of the sound (a very loud sound can cause 
more damage in a few minutes, but a moderate sound over a long time can also damage hearing). We discovered that at the 
loudest places in the pews, the full organ would need to be played constantly for at least 142 minutes to reach the daily level of 
sound that could damage hearing. This is a drastic difference to the normal volume level of the organ as it is commonly used at 
Nativity, and the organ would never be played for that amount of time at Mass either. Measuring the “daily dose” of sound from 
the Gloria we sing, we learned that the organ sound is loudest in the choir area (1.4%), then drops down (0.7%) where the 
servers sit, the front row, and the front of the pie sections, and then drops down (0.6%) in the middle of the north wall and in the 
corner by the beginning of the Stations of the Cross. The volume drops again (0.5%) in the middle of the church and in front of the 
cry room, and sounds softest (0.4%) in the two far corners of the church and in the back of the church by the Mary statue.  
Admittedly, something can still sound unpleasant without damaging hearing (like if something sounds out of tune or is just a sound 
we don’t like). If this is how you are experiencing the organ, please connect with Nicole after one of the Masses to help us 
understand specifics.

One of the last comments about Music that I want to make is that it is important for us to realize that there are few things,
outside of food and drink, that create a more diverse world of preferences.  There are thousands of radio stations and hundreds 
of music streaming services which result in a catering to our musical preferences.  This reality does seep into Church Worship and 
makes it difficult to universally please.  With that being said, it is important for us to provide music that assists in worship, and 
does not hinder a full and active participation of the congregation.  The use of the organ, in particular, is used to give us an “other
-worldly” sound (i.e. transcendence).  This is why, if you watch a TV program or movie when there is something profound occurring, 
or visually enticing, the music in the background is typically an organ or chanted choral music.  This may not seem intuitive, but next 
time you watch something, pay attention to the background music when a church is depicted, or something religious or profound
occurs.  This is because even the secular entertainment media recognizes the powerful symbolic link between the organ/chant and 
the divine due to the 2,000 years of Christian worship. 

As we continue to explore how to unify our community around its worship experience, I will keep on offering some reflections 
about music.  This whole dialogue has been a great education for me as well.  Before this experience, if someone would have 
asked me how knowledgeable I felt about music I would have said, “very!”  But what I have discovered is that I know a lot about 
different types of music and artists, but I am very ignorant around music theory, instruments, and how the actual creation of music 
occurs. Thus, I invite you along with me on this journey to learn more about Music and Worship from a Catholic perspective.  

A No@, Br D  #$ Past $
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Nativity of Mary Angel Tree Programs
The holiday season is fast approaching and we are looking 
for  volunteers  for our Angel tree campaign.  This is a 
wonderful opportunity for all ! If you are interested in 
helping out please contact: 
Brynn Wuebben:  bryn_wuebben@hotmiail.com or  
Christine Sueverkruepp: csueverkruepp@gmail.com

1. The Pantry at Kennedy High School is one of the 
programs run by the Kennedy Community Alliance. The 
mission of the Kennedy Community Alliance is to eliminate 
financial barriers that impact student’s academic, 
extracurricular and social success that is vital to the overall 
quality and success of the children. The Pantry is stocked 
with everyday essentials that most of us take for granted. 
The Pantry gets stocked in the summer but in a matter of 
months the shelves are bare.  Below are items that will help 
restock shelves:
· Deodorant (Boys & Girls)
· Body Wash (Boys & Girls)
· Lotion (Boys & Girls)
· Gift Cards—Cub, Walmart, Subway

2. Cornerstone helps women and their children in the 
southwest suburbs escape physical abuse, rebuild shattered 
lives and increase self-esteem. This ministry has adapted 
due to COVID-19 and is seeking warm winter wear, as 
well as gift cards for the families they serve to be able to 
get needed supplies as well as Christmas gifts for each 
other. Cornerstone cannot accept any gifts with violent 
themes such as toy weapons or action figures, so please 
keep that in mind if selecting an item with a pattern or 
popular character print. 

3. Angel Tree Gift Cards—Purchase through SCRIP
This year we have an order form you can pick up near the 
bulletins or print out from our website to purchase your 
Angel Tree Gift Cards through SCRIP. This helps someone 
in need, and our school at the same time!  You do not need 
to take an angel off the tree to participate in this way.  
Simply fill out the form and mail it to the school office with 
your check.  You can also return the form in person to the 
offertory drop box at the North Entrance.  When the cards 
are delivered to the school the SCRIP coordinators will 
bring the cards directly to the parish office, along with 
your order form, so that the ministry you select will benefit. 

TWEETS OF WISDOM FROM POPE FRANCIS

Make time for sacred 
silence. The adoration 

schedule is on the 
bottom of page 3. 

Contact Pam Meyer at 
952-884-0158 if you 

can volunteer to 
substitute or be a 
regular adorer. 

Adult Catechetical Series
Ever wonder why Catholics believe and do the things they 
do? Did you grow up Catholic but don’t understand as much 
about the faith as you would like to? Maybe you are not 
Catholic but curious about it? People of all faiths, believers 
and non-believers alike, are welcome to come together to 
learn and discuss Catholicism. We (Jim & Mary Koepke) will 
share information, answer your questions and give you an 
opportunity to have some fun and prayerful time with your 
community as we explore Catholicism. There will be four 
sessions. The sessions will be in the Gathering Space area in 
the front of the church. Please note this is an informal session 
- it will be a relaxed and enjoyable atmosphere.
· Session One - Thursday, Nov. 18th from 6pm to 7:30pm
· Session Two - Thursday, Dec. 2nd from 6pm to 7:30pm
· Session Three - Thursday, Dec. 9th from 6pm to 7:30pm
· Session Four - Thursday, Dec. 16th from 6pm to 7:30pm

Volunteer in our Pastoral Care Ministry!
Volunteers are needed to bring communion to homebound 
parishioners and to those residing in Bloomington care 
centers, approximately one time a month. Training is 
provided. Donations of knitted or crocheted prayer shawls 
are needed! These are given to those who have lost a loved 
one and those who are sick or being anointed. To learn 
more about either of these opportunities, please contact 
Beth Gaetz, Ministry Coordinator, 
at bgaetz@nativitybloomington.org or at the parish office, 
extension 8070.

Nativity Raffle
The raffle ticket deadline is fast 
approaching.  Don’t miss your 
chance to win the grand prize of 
$2,000 or any of the other cash 
prizes.  We need your request for 
tickets by Monday, November 15 in order to be eligible. 
Tickets can be purchased by cash or check.  Just complete 
the order form along with your payment and either mail or 
drop it in the drop box near Door 1.  You may also place it 
in the collection baskets at both entrances.  The drawing will 
take place after the 10:30 Mass on Sunday, November 21.  
Good luck to everyone!

Faith Formation Community Life
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The world needs Christians who know how to 
demonstrate the beauty of the Gospel by the 
way they live; who are weavers of dialogue, 
models of fraternal life; who bring the sweet 
fragrance of hospitality and solidarity, who 
protect and safeguard life.



Saturday, November 13 St. Frances Xavier Cabrini
          3:00 PM Reconciliation, Confessional
          4:00 PM Mass, Church (†Martha Kempel)

Sunday, November 14 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
          8:30 AM Mass, Church (†John Gieske)
        10:30 AM Mass, Church (Nativity of Mary Parish)

Monday, November 15 St. Albert the Great, Bishop 
  7:00-8:00 AM Adoration, Church 
          7:30 AM Rosary, Chapel
          8:00 AM Mass, Church (†Richard O’Brien)
  8:30-2:00 PM Adoration, Church 

Tuesday, November 16 St. Margaret of Scotland
  7:00-8:00 AM Adoration, Church 
          5:00 PM Reconciliation, Confessional
  5:00-5:50 PM Adoration, Church
          6:00 PM Mass, Church (†Marlin Faber)

6:45 PM Bible Study, Caritas Room

Wednesday, November 17 St. Elizabeth of Hungary
  7:00-8:00 AM Adoration, Church 
          7:30 AM Reconciliation, Confessional
          7:30 AM Rosary, Chapel
          8:00 AM Mass, Church (†Fatma Kamara)
  6:30-8:00 PM Confirmation, Gathering Space

Thursday, November 18 The Dedication of the Basilicas 
    of Sts. Peter and Paul, Apostles

  7:00-8:00 AM Adoration, Church 
          7:30 AM Rosary, Chapel
          8:00 AM Mass, Church (†Theresa Nelson)
          8:30 AM Reconciliation, Confessional
  6:00-8:00 PM Synod Small Groups, Gathering Space

Friday, November 19
  7:00-8:00 AM Adoration, Church   
          7:30 AM Rosary, Chapel
          8:00 AM Mass, Church (†Larry & Violet Plonty)

Saturday, November 20
3:00 PM Reconciliation, Confessional

           4:00 PM Mass, Church (†John Herzog) 

Sunday, November 21 Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
King of the Universe 

          8:30 AM Mass, Church (Nativity of Mary Parish)
        10:30 AM Mass, Church (†Laura McGregor)
11:45-1:00 PM Book Club,  John Paul II Room

Parish Happenings

Greetings,

Nativity of Mary students, parents, and staff participated in 
our annual Rake-a-Thon this past Saturday. We were 
blessed with amazing weather during this time of service to 
our community. Understanding the importance and value of 
service is an essential piece of the education at Nativity of 
Mary and we were proud to be able to put service into 
action!

Thank you to all the families who helped rake over 20 lawns 
for community members who needed assistance. A huge 
thank you goes out to Bryna Krentz for helping to organize 
the entire event!

Gratitude is happiness!
Ryan Pajak
Principal
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During the month of November, our weekly budgeted 
contributions are $19,225 (4 weeks).

  Offering for the weekend of 
October 30/31, 2021 (Week 18) 

Weekly Year to Date
Actual $12,226 $303,132
Budgeted $15,480 $307,000

  Offering for the weekend of 
November 6/7, 2021 (Week 19) 

Weekly Year to Date
Actual $25,559 $328,691
Budgeted $19,225 $326,225

\

52 Club Winners
11/14/21 Amy & David Fong $100

Thank you Bill Peterson, Attorney at Law and all our other 
contributors for supporting our parish bulletin.

Scan to 
give 

online

Quick NotesSharing Our Treasure
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SABBATICAL REFLECTIONS
Birr Castel is a historic landmark in central Ireland. The castle 
grounds itself span over a thousands acres with 12 foot high 

walls surrounding it. There has been a castle present since the 
10th century and the integrity of the grounds have survived two 

sieges against it. The reason why this location is significant is 
that it housed one of the largest telescopes of its time (cleverly 
called “the great telescope” aka “The Leviathan"). It was, for a 

70 year gap of time, one of the largest and most significant 
Telescopes in the world. One of the scientists at Birr Castle was 

able to guess the temperature of the moon by using its 
technology with such accuracy that when Neil Armstrong landed 
on the moon the difference between his measurement and the 

scientists at Birr Castle was just a couple of degrees.

Preparation for a Happy Death - A Panel Discussion
Thursday, November 18th at Holy Cross Catholic Church -
1621 University Ave. NE, Minneapolis
"Death is a truth we all face. Don't be caught unprepared! A 
panel of experts in different fields, such as spirituality, law, 
finance, and medicine will share crucial, and timely, insights 
about the inevitable!" Joe Langfeld, executive director at 
Human Life Alliance will give the keynote address.
Panelists include:
· Fr Spencer Howe, pastor of Holy Cross Parish
· John Weherly, Steinhagen & Crist, P.L.L.P.
· Luke Bauman, Bauman Insurance Agency
· Medical Expert

5:00 Social Hour, 6:30 Dinner, 7:00 Program. 8:45 Evening 
Prayer. Cost: $10, Free for guests, clergy, students and 
unemployed. Sponsored by the St. Joseph Business Guild -
RSVP at sjbusinessguild.com

Known By God: A Retreat for Mothers Grieving 
the Loss of an Unborn Child
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church, New Brighton, 
9am-4pm, Saturday, November 20th
Join other grieving mothers in prayer, talks focused on healing 
and grief, small group sharing, Adoration, lunch, and more. 
Register on the St. John the Baptist parish website by 
November 15th. All mothers who've lost a child through 
miscarriage or stillbirth are welcome to attend this day retreat 
to find support, resources, a place for prayer, and assistance 
through their losses.

Presbyterian Homes Needs Christmas Decorators!
Decorating for the Holidays: Volunteers would assist our Life 
Enrichment to turn our campus into a Christmas Wonderland for 
our residents. We put up about 30 trees around our campus 
for our residents to enjoy. We would love to invite individuals 
or groups to help decorate a tree or area for our 
residents. We will be providing cookies and hot cocoa for 
anyone who wants/can to help! Shifts are as follows:

Gateway: November 22nd, 1:30-3:30
Pathway: November 23rd, 1:30-3:30
Crossway: November 24th, 1:30-3:30
Archway: November 26th, 1:30-3:30
Bridgeway: November 29th, 1:30-3:30
Arbor: November 30th, 1:30-3:30

Please contact Tisha Van Haaften, Volunteer Director 
at tvanhaaften@preshomes.org or (763)248-6455 to help.

Saints Peter and Paul Christkindlmarkt 
Saturday, November 27, noon-8 p.m., 
Saints Peter and Paul Parish Center, Loretto 
Take a trip back to the Old World by experiencing the sights, 
smells, tastes and sounds of a typical German/Central 
European Christmas fair. Enjoy traditional German food and 
drink, Viennese coffee house, free kids' games, live 
entertainment, local artisans, craft workshops, and a visit from 
St. Nicholas! Visit saintsppta.org for more details. 



   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com          Nativity of Mary, Bloomington, MN B 4C 02-0031

     GREAT  BEAR TIRE & AUTO
      9000 Lyndale Ave So. • Bloomington, MN

      Complete Auto Service, Wonderful Car Wash

www.leroysautocenter.com

“We Put Your Faith

In Education”

PreK-8th Grade

952-881-8160

www.nativitybloomington.org

10520 France Ave. So.
(952) 884-8288

Since 1958 

FAMOUS FOR CHINESE AND 
AMERICAN CUISINE

952-888-9294
www.davidfongs.com

9329 LYNDALE AVE. SO

Gift 
Certificates 

Available

BLAYLOCK 
PLUMBING CO.

“Dependable Service Since 1938”

Repairs • Remodeling • Sewer Work

7731 4th Ave. S.

612-869-7531

Steve Koenig
952.253.9404
7131 Amundson Ave, Edina, MN 55439

skoenig@farmersagent.com
FarmersAgent.com/SKoenig

Catholic Owned

Contact John Delahunty
to place an ad today!

jdelahunty@4LPi.com or
(800) 477-4574 x6657
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HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC.

TAKE 10% OFF ANY SERVICE WITH AD 

  952-884-2453
www.southsideheating.com

Kathryn T. Raidt

Attorney at Law

• Wills • Real Estate • Probate • Trusts

952-926-2288

7101 York Ave. S., #159, Edina

LINDBERG 
CHIROPRACTIC

Over 30 Years 

of Servicing Our Community

Dr. Bruce A. Lindberg

200 W. 98th St.

952-881-4421

8150 26th Ave S
Bloomington, mn 
AcroSS from moA
(952)222-4000

 S TA R T  Y O U R  D AY  W I T H 
B R U N C H  AT  H A Z E LW O O D

Bank Local. Bank Premier.
Bloomington Office 

952.888.5678
www.premierbanks.com

ORV FILLBRANDT,  ABR,  CRS,  CDPE
Broker-Associate, RE/MAX Hall of Fame I Love Referrals!  
RE/MAX Lifetime Achievement Career Award

Certified Residential Specialist (CRS) 612-751-2943 (Cell)
Certified Distressed Property Expert (CDPE) 952-887-1218 (O)
Call ME for a FREE Market Analysis if selling!

Call ME if you’re Buying, Selling, Building or Relocating!

               Results Orville@Fillbrandt.com
Parishioner      7700 France Ave. S., Suite 230 www.OrvFillbrandt.com

washburn-mcreavy .com
Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services

DAWN VALLEY CHAPEL 9940 Bush Lake Road
952.941.7686

BLOOMINGTON CHAPEL

MIKE ST. AUBIN – FUNERAL DIRECTOR

2300 W Old Shakopee Road
952.884.8145

WMF_18-ChurchBulletinAd_08_7.54x1.065_v1_BL_DV_MSA.indd   1 10/23/18   1:41 PM

     Estate Planning is Love for Family!

Wills – Trusts – Health Care Directives

Free Initial Consultation

Call Attorney Bill Peterson 952-921-5818

Now Selling Cabinets, Countertops, and all the 

Flooring Choices you have known and loved us for!

9939 Lyndale Ave S., Bloomington
952-881-5825 | galaxiefloorstores.com

Bloomington 
952-881-8871

Adjustable Beds • Premium Mattress Sets • Memory Foam Mattresses 
Headboards • Sheets • Two-Sided Innerspring Mattresses • Pillows

RestwellMattress.com At Southtown Shopping Center

NOW HIR ING!
• Flexible Hours 
• Starting at 
    $17.67/hour 
• Great Benefits 
• College Tuition 
    Assistance

Apply now: careers.fedex.com/express/jobs


