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GENERAL INFORMATION AT NATIVITY OF MARY

Nativity of Mary is currently open on weekdays from 
6:30am-4:30pm for private prayer as well as posted 
Confession, Adoration, and Mass Times. All Masses are 
celebrated at their usual times.  

The bishops of Minnesota have reinstated the Obligation to 
attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation, and 
we are overjoyed to invite and welcome everyone back to 
Mass! If you are not able to return to church but would still 
like to receive the Eucharist, please contact Beth Gaetz 
(bgaetz@nativitybloomington.org) about our homebound 
eucharistic ministry. 

Facemasks: Those fully vaccinated are not at significant 
risk for contracting or spreading the coronavirus don’t need 
to wear facemasks. Individuals who are more comfortable 
wearing a facemask may continue doing so but we will no 
longer require masks in the church buildings. Additionally, 
masks are strongly recommended in Nativity of Mary 
School. 

Social Distancing: There are no longer any distancing or 
capacity restrictions in place in the church buildings. 
For those who prefer more social distancing, the Gathering 
Space and Chapel areas continue to be available. 

Ongoing General Safety Protocols: If you are sick, stay at 
home. Please take care of yourself and protect others from 
becoming infected. Vulnerable persons and those caring 
for them should stay safe. Attend nonobligatory 
gatherings only to the extent that you judge the risk of 
infection to be low. 

Do what you are comfortable doing. An individual may 
always practice more restrictive facemask and social 
distance standards than are required. Sanitization is 
effective. Washing hands and using hand sanitizer helps 
avoid both contracting and spreading infection. Vaccines 
are still recommended.

We will continue to livestream our Saturday 4:00pm 
Anticipatory Mass, as well as Holy Days of Obligation to 
our Youtube Channel: @NativityofMaryMN

*An inherent risk of exposure to COVID-19 exists 
anywhere people are present. COVID-19 is an extremely 
contagious disease that can lead to severe illness and 
death. Attendance at liturgies and other events is at your 
own risk.

For the prayers in our parish book of intercessions.

Please call or email Kathy Schoenecker with any 
prayer requests for the prayer chain. 
ekaan@aol.com / 612-581-4633

CONTACT OUR  TEAM

Sunday: Bar 5:1-9/Phil 1:4-6, 8-11/
Lk 3:1-6

Monday: Is 35:1-10/Lk 5:17-26

Tuesday: Is 40:1-11/Mt 18:12-14

Wednesday: Gn 3:9-15, 20/
Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38

Thursday: Is 41:13-20/Mt 11:11-15

Friday: Is 48:17-19/Mt 11:16-19

Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/
Mt 17:9a, 10-13

Next Sunday: Zep 3:14-18a/Phil 4:4-7/
Lk 3:10-18
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Holy Mass (Church)

Mondays: 8am, Tuesdays: 6pm, 
Wednesdays-Fridays: 8am, 

Saturdays: 4pm, and 
Sundays: 8:30am & 10:30am

Adoration (Church)
Monday-Friday: 7-8am,

Mondays: 8:30am-2pm, and
Tuesdays: 5pm-5:50pm

Confessions (Confessional)
Tuesdays: 5pm, 

Wednesdays: 7:30am, 
Thursdays: 8:30am, and 

Saturdays: 3pm

Happy 2nd Sunday of Advent!  Hopefully you received your free book last weekend, “The True Meaning of Christmas” by 
Michael Barber.  As mentioned last weekend, I encourage us as a parish to read and learn a little bit more of why Christmas is 
such an important Holy Day and why it’s worth taking the season of Advent to prepare. Since it is my hope that you will be 
actively reading this book, I wanted to offer some reflection questions for us to think about from the first three chapters. Here is a 
short summary of the chapters just to remind you what we have read. 

Chapter 1: An Introduction. 
This is an easy chapter to begin as the author outlines his goals.  Even by around the year 300 this holiday was beginning to rise 
as a major feast day in the Church.  But it was called “nativity”, which means “birth”.  Throughout history Christmas has not always 
held the “magic” we now associate with this time of year in our modern culture. Today this time of year is associated with striving 
to be better, and we approach it with an idealism often created by Hallmark movies.  While family, charity, and gratitude are all 
good, the author points out that we often set an impossibly high bar for ourselves, and feel pressure to have the “perfect” 
Christmas because often we are “measuring our experiences of the present by our (idealized) recollections of the past”.  When
these expectations are not met, it can be easy to become cynical this time of year.  The author references Charles Dickens’ “A 
Christmas Story” and how in the book (not the movies) Scrooge ends by going to church.  This season is about Christ and a 
renewed desire to attend church; an essential aspect of how we celebrate. 

· Question: Have you ever been disappointed at Christmas because of some idealized vision of how you thought it was 
“supposed to be”?  

Chapter 2: Ancient Jewish Hopes for a Messiah
I think this is a very difficult chapter because the author tries to do too much summarizing for all of salvation history!  Ultimately 
what he is trying to outline is how the history of Israel (our history) is filled with longing.  A lot of Israel’s history is colored by a 
waywardness, including exiles and longing for restoration. While covenants are renewed and restored, the Old Testament 
gradually reveals that the ultimate messiah (“anointed one” or “Christos”) would be God himself.  He would also be a “king from 
the line of David who would reign forever”.  The Jewish law prescribes a “Jubilee” year.  This meant that after every 49 years 
there was to be a Jubilee year for all the Israelites.  This idea of “Jubilee” was vital to their lives.  This was a year when all debts 
were wiped out.  It was a fresh start.  When Jesus arrives he proclaims a definitive Jubilee setting us free from slavery to sin.  
Much of Israel’s journey is filled with a longing for restoration and forgiveness.  This is not unlike our own hearts that long to be 
saved from the shattering effects of sin. 

· Question: Have you ever received a “jubilee” in your life? An invitation to a new beginning at life?  If so, how did this 
transformation affect you and those around you? 

· Question: Is there something in your life that you are actively longing for and expecting?  Can you get in touch with that 
feeling and have a similar longing to receive the Christ deeper into your life?

Chapter 3: Gabriel’s Announcement to Zechariah
Zechariah is a priest serving in the Temple in Jerusalem.  Israel is still awaiting a savior, a Messiah.  Nearly 500 years earlier, the 
prophet Daniel was praying and received a message from the Archangel Gabriel that promised that salvation for Israel will come 
in the distant future.  Now Zechariah sees that same Archangel Gabriel.  But the message this time is that the long-awaited 
salvation is finally here!  Zechariah is unable to believe this extraordinary proclamation that has been so longed for throughout 
Israel’s history, and in response to his disbelief God allows him to be struck mute. This becomes a prophetic sign revealing that 
there had been a silence from God until the birth of St. John the Baptist, who would be the new voice of God’s message of 
salvation.

· Questions: How has God answered prayers in your life?  At times, have they been answered in ways that were different 
than what you expected?
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St. Vincent De Paul (SVDP)
TODAY (Sunday) we will have an evening meeting for 
SVDP at 7:00 pm in the gathering space. The purpose of 
the meeting is to create a SVDP Conference at Nativity of 
Mary, including the election of officers. All are invited to 
attend this important meeting. If you have any questions 
please contact Christopher.dietzen@gmail.com; 
or jrachel@nativitybloomington.org. 

K.C. Children’s Christmas Party
The Knights of Columbus Marian Council 3827will host their 
annual Children’s Christmas Party on December 19th from 
1-3PM at their Event Hall, 1114 American Blvd. in West 
Bloomington. Children will have an opportunity to visit 
Santa. and Mrs. Claus by the number on their tag to avoid 
waiting in line. There will be Christmas music, Christmas 
crafts and light refreshments. There will be no charge and 
no advance registration will be necessary.

Holy Day of Obligation Reminder!
Wednesday December 8th is 
the feast of the Immaculate 

Conception of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. Come celebrate this day 

and honor our Lord’s mother at our 
vigil mass on Tuesday, December 

7th at 6PM or Wednesday 
December 8th at 8AM.

Attention All Middle And High School Students!
The St. Bonaventure Youth Group is having a Christmas 
Party! December 18 @ 6pm. See the flyer at the 
entrances to the Church for more details!

Adult Catechetical Series
Ever wonder why Catholics believe and do the things they 
do? Did you grow up Catholic but don’t understand as much 
about the faith as you would like to? Maybe you are not 
Catholic but curious about it? People of all faiths, believers 
and non-believers alike, are welcome to come together to 
learn and discuss Catholicism. We (Jim & Mary Koepke) will 
share information, answer your questions and give you an 
opportunity to have some fun and prayerful time with your 
community as we explore Catholicism. There will be four 
sessions. The sessions will be in the Gathering Space area in 
the front of the church.
· Session Three - Thursday, Dec. 9th from 6pm to 7:30pm
· Session Four - Thursday, Dec. 16th from 6pm to 7:30pm

Carmelite Book Study Group
What: Fellowship and study of various books on Carmelite 

saints and spirituality. First book to be studied will 
be Everything is Grace: The Life and Way of Therese of 
Lisieux by Joseph F Schmidt.

When: The 2nd & 4th Wednesdays of the month starting
January 12, 2022 following 8:00 am Mass until 10:15.

Where: Caritas Room.
Schedule: 8:30-9:15 Fellowship and refreshments. 

9:15-10:15 Book discussion.
Who: Everyone is invited. The group will be facilitated by 

Annie Lex and Jane Montoya. Both are parishioners who 
are also Secular Carmelites for over 25 years each.

How to sign up: Contact Annie (annelex@comcast.net) or 
Jane (jane.montoya@live.com) 

Faith Formation Community Life
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Make time for sacred silence. 
The adoration schedule is on 

the bottom of page 3. 
Contact Pam Meyer at 

952-884-0158 if you can 
volunteer to substitute or be a 

regular adorer. 

Nativity of Mary Angel Tree Programs
We are looking for  volunteers  for our Angel tree campaign.  
If you are interested in helping out please contact: Brynn 
Wuebben:  bryn_wuebben@hotmail.com / 612-750-2058 or 
Christine Sueverkruepp: csueverkruepp@gmail.com

1. VEAP Is a basic needs and social services organization 
whose programs promote access to healthy foods, stable 
housing and other supportive services. They offer a Food 
& Basic needs program that includes a fully-stocked food 
pantry with fresh produce, dairy, meat and other staples. 
In addition to there on-site and off-site food resources, 
VEAP also offers student food packs for students in 
partnership with local area schools, nutrition education, 
food deliveries and shuttles for seniors and birthday bags 
for children during the month of their special day.  These 
are items in need: Gift Cards (Target and  Cub Foods), 
Laundry Soap, Paper towels, Dish soap, Non perishable 
food items, and Toilet paper

2. Tandum helps women and their children in the southwest 
suburbs escape physical abuse, rebuild shattered lives and 
increase self-esteem.  Tandum offers a place for women to 
grow and learn along with a safe  loving space for their 
children.  Here are items in need: Winter coats Toddler 
size, Blankets, Womens Hygiene products, Kids toys, 
Baby products, Food cards, and gift cards

3. Angel Tree Gift Cards—Purchase through SCRIP
This year we have an order form you can pick up near the 
bulletins or print out from our website to purchase your 
Angel Tree Gift Cards through SCRIP. This helps someone 
in need, and our school at the same time!  You do not need 
to take an angel off the tree to participate in this way.  
Simply fill out the form and mail it to the school office with 
your check.  You can also return the form in person to the 
offertory drop box at the North Entrance.  When the cards 
are delivered to the school the SCRIP coordinators will 
bring the cards directly to the parish office, along with 
your order form, so that the ministry you select will benefit. 



Saturday, December 4 St. John Damascene, Priest 
3:00 PM Reconciliation, Confessional

           4:00 PM Mass, Church (†The Tran Family) 

Sunday, December 5 Second Sunday of Advent 
          8:30 AM Mass, Church (Nativity of Mary Parish)
        10:30 AM Mass, Church (†Duyen Bui)
11:45-1:00 PM Book Club,  John Paul II Room

7:00 PM SVDP Meeting, Gathering Space

Monday, December 6 St. Nicholas, Bishop
  7:00-8:00 AM Adoration, Church 
          7:30 AM Rosary, Chapel
          8:00 AM Mass, Church (†Larry & Violet Plonty)
  8:30-2:00 PM Adoration, Church 

Tuesday, December 7 St. Ambrose, Bishop
  7:00-8:00 AM Adoration, Church 
          5:00 PM Reconciliation, Confessional
  5:00-5:50 PM Adoration, Church
          6:00 PM Mass, Church (†Donald Faber)
*Vigil for The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Wednesday, December 8
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary

  7:00-8:00 AM Adoration, Church 
          7:30 AM Reconciliation, Confessional
          7:30 AM Rosary, Chapel
          8:00 AM Mass, Church (Nativity of Mary Parish)

7:00 PM Festival Choir Rehearsal, Church

Thursday, December 9 St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin 
  7:00-8:00 AM Adoration, Church 
          7:30 AM Rosary, Chapel
          8:00 AM Mass, Church (†Eugene Cysewski)
          8:30 AM Reconciliation, Confessional

6:00 PM Adult Catechetical Series, 
Gathering Space

Friday, December 10 Our Lady of Loreto 
  7:00-8:00 AM Adoration, Church   
          7:30 AM Rosary, Chapel
          8:00 AM Mass, Church (Michelle Fillbrandt)

Saturday, December 11 St. Damasus I, Pope
          3:00 PM Reconciliation, Confessional
          4:00 PM Mass, Church (Terri Runge)

Sunday, December 12 Third Sunday of Advent
          8:30 AM Mass, Church (Nativity of Mary Parish)
        10:30 AM Mass, Church (†Dcn. Thomas Winninger)

Parish Happenings

Greetings,

It’s time for the Nativity of Mary School “52 Club” Raffle! 
With your help, this fundraiser typically raises over $30,000 
and helps to directly support our students. Parishioners will 
be receiving a letter with a form to order raffle tickets. You 
may also request raffle tickets through the school office. 
Please buy or complete the sale of raffle tickets by 
January 14, 2022.

This is a great raffle with multiple chances to win! Winners 
are drawn every week of the 2022 year:
· Thirty-eight (38) $100 Winners
· Twelve (12) $200 Winners – 1st Sunday of the Month
· One (1) $500 Winner – Easter 2022 Sunday
· One (1) $1,000 Winner on Christmas 2022 Weekend

Winners will be listed in the church bulletin and the schools’ 
“News & Notes.” With the arrival of holiday season, a raffle 
ticket makes a great present, stocking stuffer, thank you, or 
gift of appreciation. We hope you will purchase a ticket or 
two to support our school.

Your participation in this fundraiser is critical to its success. 
The money we raise through fundraising opportunities like 
the “52 Club” Raffle help our school keep tuition affordable, 
offer scholarships, and improve the programs offered to our 
students. Please take the time to help us make this fundraiser 
a big success. Thank you for all you do to partner with us at 
Nativity of Mary School!

Be thankful! Gratitude is happiness!

Ryan Pajak
Principal
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During the month of November, our weekly 
budgeted contributions are $19,225 (4 weeks).

  
  Offering for Weekend (Week 20)

November 13/14, 2021

Weekly Year to Date
Actual $34,792 $363,483
Budgeted $19,225 $345,450

Offering for Weekend (Week 21)
November 20/21, 2021

Weekly Year to Date
Actual $26,584 $390,067
Budgeted $19,225 $364,675

Offering for Weekend (Week 22)
November 27/28, 2021

Weekly Year to Date
Actual $21,987 $412,054
Budgeted $19,225 $383,900
.

52 Club Winners
12/5/21 Jean Bjonfald $200

Thank you Kathryn T. Raidt, Attorney at Law and all our 
other contributors for supporting our parish bulletin.

Scan to 
give 

online

Quick NotesSharing Our Treasure
Advent Days of Prayer - Wednesdays December 8 and 15.
O Come, O come Emmanuel are familiar words we sing in 
Advent, but what do they really mean? Why have they been 
sung throughout the ages and what do they mean to us today? 
During our Days of Prayer we will explore these and other 
significant words of the season so to better prepare for the 
Solemnity of Christmas. 9am-3pm. Bring your own bag lunch. 
Beverages will be provided. $20 suggested offering. Register 
online at www.franciscanretreats.net or by calling 
952-447-2182. See our website for safety procedures.

Dec 8  - Brother Ian Bremar "O Root of Jesse, O Key of David"
Dec 15 - Jayne Krim "O Star, O King of Nations, O Emmanuel"

TWEETS OF WISDOM FROM POPE FRANCIS
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Service makes our talents bear fruit and gives 
meaning to our lives. Those who do not live to 
serve, serve for little in this life. 

SABBATICAL REFLECTIONS
On the far west coast of Ireland is a 

stretch of road called “the Wild 
Atlantic Way”. It weaves on very 

thin, poorly paved roads from County 
Donegal to the insane town of County 
Cork. Typical the tours that you take 

are just on small sections of this 
incredible scenery. It is 

predominately filled with steep 
cliffs, raging coastlines, and it 

oscillates between greenery and 
course rocks. The images to the left 
are largely from county Clare which 

include the Cliffs of Moher, the 
Burren and the Doolin Cliff Walk. This 
particular scenery has been used in 

films such as The Princess Bride, Harry 
Potter and the Half-Blood Prince, and a 

Maroon 5 music video. One of the 
notable landmarks along this stretch of 

the Wild Atlantic Way is called 
Poulnabrone Dolmen (Irish for “Hole 

of Sorrows”). This is a burial site that 
was only excavated in 1986 when 

33 human remains were found 
entombed under the large limestone 

rocks. The carbon dating on the 
remains were from 3800-3200 B.C.

Finance Council Looking for New Members!
Currently, we have two openings on the Finance Council, thus, 
we are actively looking for two new members to fill these 
vacancies. Unlike the other councils of the parish, the Finance 
Council has some requirements/guidelines that may not qualify 
everyone as a member.  Below is a sampling of the skills we 
are seeking for Finance Council members. You do not need to 
meet all the qualifications, but if you meet some of them, 
please consider stepping forward to volunteer for this 
Council.  Likewise, if you know another parishioner who would 
be a good candidate, please let us know.

A Finance Council Member is to:  
· Assist the Pastor by providing counsel in regards to the 

material resources and funds of the parish
· Assists the Pastor and Administration staff in making 

business decisions
· Provide sound financial advice regarding financial 

management of the parish and school
· Comprehend financial statements and information, assist in 

establishing the annual budget and review ongoing 
financial performance to help ensure the parish meets its 
financial goals and obligations

· Ideally have some background in business and/or finance
· Grow in knowledge and understanding of Diocesan 

policies and procedures
· Be a registered member of Nativity of Mary Parish
· Be in attendance at 80% or more of the meetings
· The Finance Council meets on the fourth Tuesday of every 

month.  The membership on the Council is a three-year 
commitment with a possibility for another renewable three 
years after that.   

If you are interested in putting your name forward for this 
Council, or know someone who could serve, please contact 
either Joanne Rachel jrachel@nativitybloomington.org
(Director of Operations) or Chad Huset (Active Chair of the 
Finance Council): husetcs@hotmail.com
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     GREAT  BEAR TIRE & AUTO
      9000 Lyndale Ave So. • Bloomington, MN

      Complete Auto Service, Wonderful Car Wash

www.leroysautocenter.com

“We Put Your Faith

In Education”

PreK-8th Grade

952-881-8160

www.nativitybloomington.org

10520 France Ave. So.
(952) 884-8288

Since 1958 

FAMOUS FOR CHINESE AND 
AMERICAN CUISINE

952-888-9294
www.davidfongs.com

9329 LYNDALE AVE. SO

Gift 
Certificates 

Available

BLAYLOCK 
PLUMBING CO.

“Dependable Service Since 1938”

Repairs • Remodeling • Sewer Work

7731 4th Ave. S.

612-869-7531

Steve Koenig
952.253.9404
7131 Amundson Ave, Edina, MN 55439

skoenig@farmersagent.com
FarmersAgent.com/SKoenig

Catholic Owned

Contact John Delahunty
to place an ad today!

jdelahunty@4LPi.com or
(800) 477-4574 x6657
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HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC.

TAKE 10% OFF ANY SERVICE WITH AD 

  952-884-2453
www.southsideheating.com

Kathryn T. Raidt

Attorney at Law

• Wills • Real Estate • Probate • Trusts

952-926-2288

7101 York Ave. S., #159, Edina

LINDBERG 
CHIROPRACTIC

Over 30 Years 

of Servicing Our Community

Dr. Bruce A. Lindberg

200 W. 98th St.

952-881-4421

8150 26th Ave S
Bloomington, mn 
AcroSS from moA
(952)222-4000

 S TA R T  Y O U R  D AY  W I T H 
B R U N C H  AT  H A Z E LW O O D

Bank Local. Bank Premier.
Bloomington Office 

952.888.5678
www.premierbanks.com

ORV FILLBRANDT,  ABR,  CRS,  CDPE
Broker-Associate, RE/MAX Hall of Fame I Love Referrals!  
RE/MAX Lifetime Achievement Career Award

Certified Residential Specialist (CRS) 612-751-2943 (Cell)
Certified Distressed Property Expert (CDPE) 952-887-1218 (O)
Call ME for a FREE Market Analysis if selling!

Call ME if you’re Buying, Selling, Building or Relocating!

               Results Orville@Fillbrandt.com
Parishioner      7700 France Ave. S., Suite 230 www.OrvFillbrandt.com

washburn-mcreavy .com
Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services

DAWN VALLEY CHAPEL 9940 Bush Lake Road
952.941.7686

BLOOMINGTON CHAPEL

MIKE ST. AUBIN – FUNERAL DIRECTOR

2300 W Old Shakopee Road
952.884.8145
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     Estate Planning is Love for Family!

Wills – Trusts – Health Care Directives

Free Initial Consultation

Call Attorney Bill Peterson 952-921-5818

Now Selling Cabinets, Countertops, and all the 

Flooring Choices you have known and loved us for!

9939 Lyndale Ave S., Bloomington
952-881-5825 | galaxiefloorstores.com

Bloomington 
952-881-8871

Adjustable Beds • Premium Mattress Sets • Memory Foam Mattresses 
Headboards • Sheets • Two-Sided Innerspring Mattresses • Pillows

RestwellMattress.com At Southtown Shopping Center

NOW HIR ING!
• Flexible Hours 
• Starting at 
    $17.67/hour 
• Great Benefits 
• College Tuition 
    Assistance

Apply now: careers.fedex.com/express/jobs


