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GENERAL INFORMATION AT NATIVITY OF MARY

Nativity of Mary is currently open on weekdays from 
6:30am-4:30pm for private prayer as well as posted 
Confession, Adoration, and Mass Times. All Masses are 
celebrated at their usual times.  

The bishops of Minnesota have reinstated the Obligation to 
attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation, and 
we are overjoyed to invite and welcome everyone back to 
Mass! If you are not able to return to church but would still 
like to receive the Eucharist, please contact Beth Gaetz 
(bgaetz@nativitybloomington.org) about our homebound 
eucharistic ministry. 

Facemasks: Those fully vaccinated are not at significant 
risk for contracting or spreading the coronavirus don’t need 
to wear facemasks. Individuals who are more comfortable 
wearing a facemask may continue doing so but we will no 
longer require masks in the church buildings. Additionally, 
masks are strongly recommended in Nativity of Mary 
School. 

Social Distancing: There are no longer any distancing or 
capacity restrictions in place in the church buildings. 
For those who prefer more social distancing, the Gathering 
Space and Chapel areas continue to be available. 

Ongoing General Safety Protocols: If you are sick, stay at 
home. Please take care of yourself and protect others from 
becoming infected. Vulnerable persons and those caring 
for them should stay safe. Attend nonobligatory 
gatherings only to the extent that you judge the risk of 
infection to be low. 

Do what you are comfortable doing. An individual may 
always practice more restrictive facemask and social 
distance standards than are required. Sanitization is 
effective. Washing hands and using hand sanitizer helps 
avoid both contracting and spreading infection. Vaccines 
are still recommended.

We will continue to livestream our Saturday 4:00pm 
Anticipatory Mass, as well as Holy Days of Obligation to 
our Youtube Channel: @NativityofMaryMN

*An inherent risk of exposure to COVID-19 exists 
anywhere people are present. COVID-19 is an extremely 
contagious disease that can lead to severe illness and 
death. Attendance at liturgies and other events is at your 
own risk.

For the prayers in our parish book of intercessions.

Please call or email Kathy Schoenecker with any 
prayer requests for the prayer chain. 
ekaan@aol.com / 612-581-4633

CONTACT OUR  TEAM

Sunday: Zep 3:14-18a/Phil 4:4-7/
Lk 3:10-18

Monday: Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Mt 21:23-27

Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Mt 21:28-32

Wednesday: Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21c-25/
Lk 7:18b-23

Thursday: Is 54:1-10/Lk 7:24-30

Friday: Gn 49:2, 8-10/Mt 1:1-17

Saturday: Jer 23:5-8/Mt 1:18-25

Next Sunday: Mi 5:1-4a/Heb 10:5-10/
Lk 1:39-45
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Holy Mass (Church)

Mondays: 8am, Tuesdays: 6pm, 
Wednesdays-Fridays: 8am, 

Saturdays: 4pm, and 
Sundays: 8:30am & 10:30am

Adoration (Church)
Monday-Friday: 7-8am,

Mondays: 8:30am-2pm, and
Tuesdays: 5pm-5:50pm

Confessions (Confessional)
Tuesdays: 5pm, 

Wednesdays: 7:30am, 
Thursdays: 8:30am, and 

Saturdays: 3pm

As we as a parish continue to walk through our Advent book “The True Meaning of Christmas”, I wanted to give a recap of 
Chapters 4-6 along with some questions to reflect on.   Hang in there!  The author covers a lot of information in a short span. If 
you are feeling at all overwhelmed by the content, that is understandable as it really is amazing how deep and complex our 
Christian history can be. There are still more copies of the book at both doors if you haven’t gotten one yet! 

Chapter 4: Gabriel’s Announcement to Mary
The next two chapters talk about Mary – her conceiving Jesus (Chapter 4) and why we believe her perpetual virginity (Chapter 5) 
is an important belief for us as Catholics.  In Chapter 4 the author starts out with a strong point about the contemporary song 
“Mary did you know?” by showing how it is not scriptural!  Yes, Mary knew!  This was the essence of Gabriel’s announcement to
Mary when she conceived Jesus.  It was clear that the child born to her would be the Messiah.  Mary is the new Ark of the 
Covenant – which Gabriel affirms by saying to Mary, “The Holy Spirit will overshadow you”– Such actions are the same that are 
attributed in the scriptures when referencing God’s presence over the tabernacle in the Old Testament.  Mary is the final place 
where God desired to dwell. Thus it should be no surprise that she is greeted by Gabriel as “Full of Grace”.  St. Paul uses this
same word, “grace” when he writes, “since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, they are justified by his grace as a 
gift, through the redemption that is Christ Jesus”.  Salvation occurs through grace; a grace that Mary was conceived with that was 
recognized by Gabriel.  As a result of this we have one of the most profound aspects of Christmas: the one who created the 
cosmos, the all-powerful Lord of the universe, demonstrates his love for humanity by becoming human.  
· Do we believe that God is one of us?  That he has taken on our humanity and knows our experience?  Or do we still treat him as if 

he is ‘out there somewhere’? Distant? 
· Think about a time in your life when you experienced the unexpected. Looking back, how can you see the fingerprints of God?

Chapter 5: Why a Virgin Mother?”
Isaiah prophecies, “Behold, a ‘young woman’ shall be with child, and bear a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel – God 
with us”.  The word used can also connotate “virgin”.  It is important that Jesus is born of a virgin in order to show that Jesus has no 
human father.  He  truly was the Son of God.  While at the same time it is important that he was born of Mary, for he is fully 
human.  If Jesus is “Emmanuel/God with Us” this has implications for how we relate to Mary.  She is truly his mother and Jesus is 
truly a King, this in turn, would make Mary our Queen.  In ancient cultures the Queen was not the wife of the King, but the mother 
of the King (read 1 Kings 2:19-20).  Evidence against her ‘perpetual virginity’ is set around scripture mentioning Jesus’ brothers 
and sisters.  However, these words in the scripture, when in the original Greek mean “cousins”.  There is lots of evidence of Jesus’ 
cousins, but not siblings.  Mary’s Virginity is also important to us as a sign of what is to come, that this world is passing. Her 
perpetual virginity reminds us that we await a new world, a new creation, through the resurrection where there will be no 
giving or taking in marriage.
· In what ways (spiritual practices, devotions, attitudes, etc.) are you devoted to Mary? 
· Have you ever viewed the vow of celibacy, taken by priests and sisters, as a sign of the kingdom to come?

Chapter 6: Joseph and His Dilemma
Here we get to talk about Joseph!  This was the year of St. Joseph and it is right that we remember his role in the Christmas story. 
We know he was of lowly social status as a laborer and that he was of the royal line of David.  He adopted Jesus as his own son,
even though he was perplexed about the origin of Mary’s pregnancy.  This adoption makes him the legal son of Joseph and in 
ancient cultures, adoption was taken seriously even in royal lineage, signifying that adopted children are true sons and daughters 
of their parents.  While Mary’s pregnancy is perplexing, the true value of Joseph’s role is his faithfulness: though perplexed, he 
responds in faith when angels appear to him in his dreams.  
· Joseph was of lowly social status; do you ever rejoice in the “lowly” areas of your life?  Those ways that, like Joseph, make

you ‘less’ in the eyes of society? 
· Joseph was perplexed about Mary’s pregnancy; do you ever find yourself in perplexing situations that God has created?  

How have you been able to respond to these in faith? 
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Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion Needed
Volunteers are needed to bring Holy Communion to those in 
care centers--especially during the week. Our greatest 
needs are: Thursday mornings, 1-2 per month (for about a 
2 hour time commitment each time); up to 4 new volunteers 
are needed, and a weekday of your choosing per month, 
between 9-11 a.m. or 1-3 p.m. (this facility requires 
volunteers to be vaccinated against COVID-19). All facilities 
require the wearing of masks and the use of hand sanitizer, 
and all volunteers need to be Safe Environment (Virtus) 
certified before beginning their service. Orientation will be 
provided. Please email Beth Gaetz, Ministry Coordinator, 
at bgaetz@nativitybloomington.org if you are interested or 
would like more information.

Become a Stephen Minister
Has God given you the gift of a caring, listening heart? Are 
you energized by knowing others deeply, praying together, 
and offering faith-filled support? If so, might you consider 
using these gifts as a Stephen Minister? Stephen Ministers 
undergo 50 hours of training and then provide one-on-one 
Christian care to those experiencing difficulties such as grief, 
divorce, job loss, chronic or terminal illness, or relocation. 
From February - May 2022, Nativity of Mary and  St. 
Edward's Church will collaborate to train a new group of 
Stephen Ministers--which will likely not happen again for 
several years. Current Stephen Ministers will be available in 
the Caritas Room after all Masses on the weekends of 
December 18-19 and January 8-9 to provide more 
information and answer questions. You may also review the 
Stephen Ministry information on the Pastoral Care page of 
our website for more details, and if still interested, contact 
Jim Eddlestad, NOM Stephen Ministry Leader, at 952-895-
9808.  The deadline for receipt of applications is January 
12th, 2022.  May God bless your discernment!

Advent Reconciliation Service: 
On December 15th,

Confessions will be offered 
at various stations of the Church 

beginning at 6:30pm

Attention All Middle And High School Students!
The St. Bonaventure Youth Group is having a Christmas Party! 
December 18 @ 6pm. See the flyer at the 
entrances to the Church for more details!

K.C. Children’s Christmas Party
The Knights of Columbus Marian Council 3827will host their 
annual Children’s Christmas Party on December 19th from 
1-3PM at their Event Hall, 1114 American Blvd. in West 
Bloomington. Children will have an opportunity to visit Santa. 
and Mrs. Claus by the number on their tag to avoid waiting in 
line. There will be Christmas music, Christmas crafts and light 
refreshments. There will be no charge and no advance 
registration will be necessary.

Adult Catechetical Series
LAST SESSION! Thursday, Dec. 16th from 6pm to 7:30pm. 
Ever wonder why Catholics believe and do the things they 
do? Did you grow up Catholic but don’t understand as much 
about the faith as you would like to? Maybe you are not 
Catholic but curious about it? People of all faiths, believers and 
non-believers alike, are welcome to come together to learn and 
discuss Catholicism. We (Jim & Mary Koepke) will share 
information, answer your questions and give you an 
opportunity to have some fun and prayerful time with your 
community as we explore Catholicism. The four sessions are 
held in the Gathering Space area in the front of the church.

Carmelite Book Study Group
What: Fellowship and study of various books on Carmelite 

saints and spirituality. First book to be studied will 
be Everything is Grace: The Life and Way of Therese of 
Lisieux by Joseph F Schmidt.

When: The 2nd & 4th Wednesdays of the month starting
January 12, 2022 following 8:00 am Mass until 10:15.

Schedule: 8:30-9:15 Fellowship and refreshments. 
9:15-10:15 Book discussion. All in the Caritas Room.

Who: Everyone is invited. The group will be facilitated by 
Annie Lex and Jane Montoya. Both are parishioners who 
are also Secular Carmelites for over 25 years each.

How to sign up: Contact Annie (annelex@comcast.net) or Jane 
(jane.montoya@live.com) 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter
“Yet, O LORD, you are our father; we are the clay and you the 
potter; we are all the work of your hands.” During advent et us 
strive to become the work of his hands by attending a 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend. The next Weekends 
are Feb 11-13, 2022 in Buffalo, MN and May 6-8, 2022 in 
Buffalo, MN. For more information, call Brent & Tracy Chessen 
at 612-756-8720 or visit them at twincitieswwme.org. 

Faith Formation Community Life
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Nativity of Mary Angel Tree Programs
Our last Angel Tree collection: Sunday December 19th.

1. VEAP Is a basic needs and social services organization 
whose programs promote access to healthy foods, stable 
housing and other supportive services. These are items in 
need: Gift Cards (Target and  Cub Foods), Laundry Soap, 
Paper towels, Dish soap, Non perishable food items, 
and Toilet paper

2. Tandum helps women and their children in the southwest 
suburbs escape physical abuse, rebuild shattered lives and 
increase self-esteem. Here are items in need: Winter coats 
Toddler size, Blankets, Womens Hygiene products, Kids 
toys, Baby products, Food cards, and gift cards

3. Angel Tree Gift Cards—Purchase through SCRIP
Angel Tree Gift Cards through SCRIP helps someone in 
need, and our school at the same time!  You do not need to 
take an angel off the tree to participate in this way.  
Simply fill out the form and mail it to the school office with 
your check.  



Saturday, December 11 St. Damasus I, Pope
          3:00 PM Reconciliation, Confessional
          4:00 PM Mass, Church (Terri Runge)

Sunday, December 12 Third Sunday of Advent
          8:30 AM Mass, Church (Nativity of Mary Parish)
        10:30 AM Mass, Church (†Dcn. Thomas Winninger)

Monday, December 13 St. Lucy, Virgin and Martyr
  7:00-8:00 AM Adoration, Church 
          7:30 AM Rosary, Chapel
          8:00 AM Mass, Church (†Connie Brummond)
  8:30-2:00 PM Adoration, Church 

Tuesday, December 14 St. John of the Cross, Priest
  7:00-8:00 AM Adoration, Church 
          5:00 PM Reconciliation, Confessional
  5:00-5:50 PM Adoration, Church
          6:00 PM Mass, Church (Mary Beth Brummond)

Wednesday, December 15
  7:00-8:00 AM Adoration, Church 
          7:30 AM Reconciliation, Confessional
          7:30 AM Rosary, Chapel
          8:00 AM Mass, Church (Michelle Theis)
  6:30-9:15 PM Parish Penance Service, Church/Chapel
  6:30-8:00 PM Confirmation Meeting, 

Gathering Space
7:00 PM Festival Choir Rehearsal, 

Conference Room 202

Thursday, December 16
  7:00-8:00 AM Adoration, Church 
          7:30 AM Rosary, Chapel
          8:00 AM Mass, Church (†Majorie Clemens)
          8:30 AM Reconciliation, Confessional

6:00 PM Adult Catechetical Series, 
Gathering Space

Friday, December 17
  7:00-8:00 AM Adoration, Church   
          7:30 AM Rosary, Chapel
          8:00 AM Mass, Church (†Theresa Nelson)

Saturday, December 18
3:00 PM Reconciliation, Confessional

           4:00 PM Mass, Church (†Paul Hogan Killan) 

Sunday, December 19 Fourth Sunday of Advent 
          8:30 AM Mass, Church (†Eugene Drabek) 
        10:30 AM Mass, Church (Nativity of Mary Parish)
11:45-1:00 PM Book Club,  John Paul II Room

Parish Happenings

Greetings,

It’s time for the Nativity of Mary School “52 Club” Raffle! 
With your help, this fundraiser typically raises over $30,000 
and helps to directly support our students. Parishioners will 
be receiving a letter with a form to order raffle tickets. You 
may also request raffle tickets through the school office. 
Please buy or complete the sale of raffle tickets by 
January 14, 2022.

This is a great raffle with multiple chances to win! Winners 
are drawn every week of the 2022 year:
· Thirty-eight (38) $100 Winners
· Twelve (12) $200 Winners – 1st Sunday of the Month
· One (1) $500 Winner – Easter 2022 Sunday
· One (1) $1,000 Winner on Christmas 2022 Weekend

Winners will be listed in the church bulletin and the schools’ 
“News & Notes.” With the arrival of holiday season, a raffle 
ticket makes a great present, stocking stuffer, thank you, or 
gift of appreciation. We hope you will purchase a ticket or 
two to support our school.

Your participation in this fundraiser is critical to its success. 
The money we raise through fundraising opportunities like 
the “52 Club” Raffle help our school keep tuition affordable, 
offer scholarships, and improve the programs offered to our 
students. Please take the time to help us make this fundraiser 
a big success. Thank you for all you do to partner with us at 
Nativity of Mary School!

Be thankful! Gratitude is happiness!
Ryan Pajak
Principal
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Offering for Weekend (Week 22)

November 27/28, 2021 
will be in next week’s bulletin.

.

52 Club Winners
12/12/21 Monica & Scott McKay $100

Thank you Premier Banks in Bloomington and all our 
other contributors for supporting our parish bulletin.

Scan to 
give 

online

Quick NotesSharing Our Treasure
Advent Days of Prayer - Wednesday December 15.
O Come, O come Emmanuel are familiar words we sing in 
Advent, but what do they really mean? Why have they been 
sung throughout the ages and what do they mean to us today? 
During our Days of Prayer we will explore these and other 
significant words of the season so to better prepare for the 
Solemnity of Christmas. 9am-3pm. Bring your own bag lunch. 
Beverages will be provided. $20 suggested offering. Register 
online at www.franciscanretreats.net or by calling 
952-447-2182. See our website for safety procedures.

Dec 15 - Jayne Krim "O Star, O King of Nations, O Emmanuel"

TWEETS OF WISDOM FROM POPE FRANCIS
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Let us ask for the grace to believe that with 
God things really do change, that he will 
banish our fears, heal our wounds, turn our 
arid places into springs of water. Let us ask 
for the grace of that hope, that revives our 
faith and rekindles our charity. 

SABBATICAL REFLECTIONS: Skellig Michael

This historic island in 
Ireland is off of the 

Iveragh Peninsula on the 
South West side of the 
country. There are two 

Islands off of this area of 
County Kerry. The large 
of the two Islands is the 
location of an ancient 

Gaelic monastery 
founded in the 6th 

century and attributed to 
St. Finnia. These monastic 
settlements were built by 

Christian monks out of 
stacked stone and have 

fondly been called 
“Beehives” because of their shape. The early monks 

chose this remote and harsh location to simulate life like 
the Desert Fathers, who ventured into the wilderness to 
engage in spiritual combat and intercessory prayer for 

the Church. Because of the spiritual mission that the 
monks had undertook they named the Island after St. 

Michael the Archangel. However, because of the 
severity of the seas surrounding the Island, it was 

abandoned in the 13th century. Since then the Island is 
inhabited by four species of birds; Gannets, Puffins, 

Razorbills and Grey Seagulls. 
Recently this island was once 

again made popular by the Star 
Wars film “The Force 

Awakens” which used the island as 
the set of Luke Skywalker 

refuge. It is a difficult site to visit 
as only four boat companies have 
licenses to land on the Island, as 
well as their only being a limited 
amount of tourists allowed on the 
Island per day. The abbot of the 
Cistercian Monastery that I stayed 
at kindly brought me with him on a 

pilgrimage to the Island and we 
were able to celebrate Mass at 

the topmost monastery in private.

Finance Council Looking for New Members!
Currently, we have two openings on the Finance Council, thus, 
we are actively looking for two new members to fill these 
vacancies. Unlike the other councils of the parish, the Finance 
Council has some requirements/guidelines that may not qualify 
everyone as a member.  Below is a sampling of the skills we 
are seeking for Finance Council members. You do not need to 
meet all the qualifications, but if you meet some of them, 
please consider stepping forward to volunteer for this 
Council.  Likewise, if you know another parishioner who would 
be a good candidate, please let us know.

A Finance Council Member is to:  
· Assist the Pastor by providing counsel in regards to the 

material resources and funds of the parish
· Assists the Pastor and Administration staff in making 

business decisions
· Provide sound financial advice regarding financial 

management of the parish and school
· Comprehend financial statements and information, assist in 

establishing the annual budget and review ongoing 
financial performance to help ensure the parish meets its 
financial goals and obligations

· Ideally have some background in business and/or finance
· Grow in knowledge and understanding of Diocesan 

policies and procedures
· Be a registered member of Nativity of Mary Parish
· Be in attendance at 80% or more of the meetings
· The Finance Council meets on the fourth Tuesday of every 

month.  The membership on the Council is a three-year 
commitment with a possibility for another renewable three 
years after that.   

If you are interested in putting your name forward for this 
Council, or know someone who could serve, please contact 
either Joanne Rachel jrachel@nativitybloomington.org
(Director of Operations) or Chad Huset (Active Chair of the 
Finance Council): husetcs@hotmail.com
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     GREAT  BEAR TIRE & AUTO
      9000 Lyndale Ave So. • Bloomington, MN

      Complete Auto Service, Wonderful Car Wash

www.leroysautocenter.com

“We Put Your Faith

In Education”

PreK-8th Grade

952-881-8160

www.nativitybloomington.org

10520 France Ave. So.
(952) 884-8288

Since 1958 

FAMOUS FOR CHINESE AND 
AMERICAN CUISINE

952-888-9294
www.davidfongs.com

9329 LYNDALE AVE. SO

Gift 
Certificates 
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BLAYLOCK 
PLUMBING CO.

“Dependable Service Since 1938”

Repairs • Remodeling • Sewer Work

7731 4th Ave. S.

612-869-7531

Steve Koenig
952.253.9404
7131 Amundson Ave, Edina, MN 55439

skoenig@farmersagent.com
FarmersAgent.com/SKoenig

Catholic Owned

Contact John Delahunty
to place an ad today!

jdelahunty@4LPi.com or
(800) 477-4574 x6657
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HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC.

TAKE 10% OFF ANY SERVICE WITH AD 

  952-884-2453
www.southsideheating.com

Kathryn T. Raidt

Attorney at Law

• Wills • Real Estate • Probate • Trusts

952-926-2288

7101 York Ave. S., #159, Edina

LINDBERG 
CHIROPRACTIC

Over 30 Years 

of Servicing Our Community

Dr. Bruce A. Lindberg

200 W. 98th St.

952-881-4421

8150 26th Ave S
Bloomington, mn 
AcroSS from moA
(952)222-4000
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Bank Local. Bank Premier.
Bloomington Office 

952.888.5678
www.premierbanks.com

ORV FILLBRANDT,  ABR,  CRS,  CDPE
Broker-Associate, RE/MAX Hall of Fame I Love Referrals!  
RE/MAX Lifetime Achievement Career Award

Certified Residential Specialist (CRS) 612-751-2943 (Cell)
Certified Distressed Property Expert (CDPE) 952-887-1218 (O)
Call ME for a FREE Market Analysis if selling!

Call ME if you’re Buying, Selling, Building or Relocating!

               Results Orville@Fillbrandt.com
Parishioner      7700 France Ave. S., Suite 230 www.OrvFillbrandt.com

washburn-mcreavy .com
Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services

DAWN VALLEY CHAPEL 9940 Bush Lake Road
952.941.7686

BLOOMINGTON CHAPEL

MIKE ST. AUBIN – FUNERAL DIRECTOR

2300 W Old Shakopee Road
952.884.8145
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     Estate Planning is Love for Family!

Wills – Trusts – Health Care Directives

Free Initial Consultation

Call Attorney Bill Peterson 952-921-5818

Now Selling Cabinets, Countertops, and all the 

Flooring Choices you have known and loved us for!

9939 Lyndale Ave S., Bloomington
952-881-5825 | galaxiefloorstores.com

Bloomington 
952-881-8871

Adjustable Beds • Premium Mattress Sets • Memory Foam Mattresses 
Headboards • Sheets • Two-Sided Innerspring Mattresses • Pillows

RestwellMattress.com At Southtown Shopping Center

NOW HIR ING!
• Flexible Hours 
• Starting at 
    $17.67/hour 
• Great Benefits 
• College Tuition 
    Assistance

Apply now: careers.fedex.com/express/jobs


