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Parish Staff 
Pastor 
 Rev. Richard Villano 729-7344 
 

Director of Pastoral Care 
 Virginia Tschida 729-7344 
 

Director of Religious Education 
 John Sondag 729-7321 
 

Religious Education Secretary 
 Nancy Stauner 729-7321 
 

Director of Music 
 David Bartlett 651-239-6914 
 

School Principal 
 Ellen Rian 729-9301 
 

Parish Secretary 
 Elaine Bruce 729-7344 
 

Business Manager 
 Mike Petruconis 729-7322 
 

Sunday Mass 
Saturday 4:00 P.M. 
Sunday 8:30 and 10:00 A.M. 
 

Daily Mass 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 A.M. 
 

Holy Day Mass 
Evening Before 5:30 P.M. 
Holy Day 8:00 and 10:00 A.M. 
 

Sacrament of Penance 
Saturday 3:00–3:30 P.M. 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
A Baptism Preparation Program is 
required for all registered first-time 
parents. Please call the Director of 
Pastoral Care. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage 
The bride or groom must be an  
active registered parishioner for at 
least six months prior to scheduling 
a wedding at St. Helena. 
 

Nursery 
Services available during the 
10:00 A.M. Sunday Mass. 
 

Parish Registration 
To register in the parish, please fill 
out a registration form and return to 
the Parish Office. Registration forms 
are available at the entrances of the 
Church. Return completed form to 
the Parish Office. 
 
 
Email: church@sainthelena.us 
Website: www.sainthelena.us 

 

“When John came to you in the way of  righteousness, 
 

you did not believe him; but tax collectors and  
 

prostitutes did. Yet even when you saw that, you did 
 

 not later change your minds and believe him.” 
 

-Mt 21:32 



ST. HELENA MINNEAPOLIS 

PASTOR'S REMARKS 
 

1) Thank you for your great and wonderful spirit for our vir-
tual parish festival (Sept. 18—19—20). I think I now have a 
better understanding of the differences between the real and 
the virtual, between the spirited and the physical, between 
reality and dreams! I missed the Big Tent, the rides, the en-
tertainment, the crowds, the on-campus eating and merri-
ment, but what we had was well done and well planned for. 
The financial outcome for the parish is always a plus, but it 
can surely vary given economics and other current circum-
stances. At this writing, I am delighted to report that the  fi-
nancial outcome is around $60,000, less than we had hoped 
for but certainly a great blessing for the parish.  There are 
still bills to be paid and income to be managed, but we have a 
great group of people who are accountable and responsible in 
their management. We will keep you informed. We thank the 
Lord for your great dedication and service; we thank each 
and all of you for your goodness and generosity. We thank 
Dennis & Jackie Fischbach for their outstanding leadership 
and we thank John Sondag for his many years of leadership 
and service. (Our next parish festival is scheduled for Sept. 
17—18—19, 2021!) 
 

Submit to God; resist the devil and he will take flight. 
Draw close to God, and he will draw close to you. Be hum-
bled in the sight of the Lord and he will raise you on high.  
                                                                     (James 4:7) 
 
WINNER OF THE "AUTUMN DAZE" $5,000 RAF-
FLE—Raffle #1 for $5,000—Mat Nelson;  and Raffle #2 for 
$2,550—-Divided between the following people who bought 
a ticket together: Becky Larson, Suteera Noothed, Dennis 
Fischbach, Raeanne Richter, and Laurie Petruconis.  

WINNERS OF THE "AUTUMN DAZE" QUILT RAF-
FLE—Kathy Barton, Robert Foley, Ed O'Donnell, Judith 
James, Amy Johnson Jim Seep, Mary Lou Gauthier, Annella 
Haverstad, Chris Bue, Donna Groschen, Michelle Traxler, 
James Arcand, Arlene Dutcher, Amanda Molumby, Mar-
yann Folta, Melody Foster, Judy Mosiniak, Elizabeth Lar-
son, Olivia Williamson, Cathy Schmitz, Arlene Dutcher, 
Roger Reamer, Christy Olson, Betty Jo Meadows, Sue Wil-
son, Lucy Koller, Mary Nelson, Therese Casey, Lynn Leiss, 
Ann Gibney, Nancy Calvin, Cheryl Griffith, Donna Wal-
lander, Donna Pliska, Pat Flaherty, Ann Holleschau, Jeanne 
Pribble, Duane Holmes, Todd Carvatt, Judy Olson, Jerrie 
Skinaway, Mary Hessburg, Daphane Preisinger, Gary Lud-
wig, Lucy Selander, Cynthia Miller, Todd Carvatt, Russell 
Tschida, Jesse Quick, and Tom Montrose. 
 
WINNERS OF THE "AUTUMN DAZE" GENERAL 
RAFFLE—Grand Prize: $2,000 Cash - Brenda Wig-
er;  $750 Certificate for Shopping Spree, compliments of 
Hudson Hardware - Lucy Koller;  $500 Cash donated by 
Wayne Alexander - Shen Sundance;  $500 Cash donated by 
Lucy Koller - Mr. and Mrs. Francis Schmitz;  $200 Certifi-
cate for Groceries, compliments of Roger and Marjorie 
Reamer - Jerry Miller;  $150 Certificate for Repairs: Parts or 
Labor (excludes tires), compliments of Action Auto - Ceil 
Kelley;  $150 Certificate for Repairs: Parts or Labor 
(excludes tires), compliments of Action Auto - Beth Mar-
kley;  and $150 Certificate for Rentals, Compliments of Hi-
awatha Reddy Rents - Lucy Selander. 
 
“CRY ROOM”—The Cry Room will be closed during all 
Masses until further notice because of the Coronavirus. 

  
 
asks, and there are those who say no to the will of the Fa-
ther but have a change of heart and do the will of the Fa-
ther. 
 
And while we may think of others as being one way or the 
other, they are both sons of the same Father, just as all of 
us are the children of God, and it may be that there is a 
little bit of both sons in each one of us. There are times in 
our lives when we say yes to the Father, but do not do the 
will of the Father.  
 
The challenge for most of us is to say what we mean and 
mean what we say. We can deceive others, and we can 
even deceive ourselves, but there is no deception before 
God, and often our actions speak louder than our words. 
Doing the will of the Father is at the heart of the gospel 
because it is at the heart of Jesus. Doing the will of the Fa-
ther was in the first words of his holy mother when the an-
gel made the announcement of Jesus. Doing the will of the 
Father is said whenever we pray the Our Father: thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. It is the prayer and actions 
of the saints. We move in good company. 
 
 
 

                     Father Villano 

THE WORD 
 
The story of the two sons in today’s gospel is not untypical 
of Jesus. Jesus knows our humanity very well, perhaps 
even better than we know ourselves, in spite of our sophis-
tication. He gets to the bottom of a serious question very 
quickly, and in such a nice way. By telling a story which is 
open ended and allows some thought and reflection, Jesus 
teaches us in a way that is not offensive or judgmental but 
allows us to make a judgment about ourselves. 
 

The audience of today’s story are chief-priests and elders, 
who apparently had the habit of thinking themselves better 
than others, especially in keeping the countless mandate of 
the Torah and observing the religious practices of an an-
cient people as the will of God. 
 

Jesus tells the story of the two sons. Their father gives 
them an order to do something. The one sons says no, but 
changes his mind later and does what the father asks. The 
other son says yes to his father, but doesn’t do what the 
father asks. Then Jesus asks the impertinent question: Who 
did the father’s will? There is only one answer to the ques-
tion, which becomes a teachable moment, not only for the 
chief-priests and elders, but for all of us. There are those 
who say yes to the will  of the father, but do not do what he 



IF YOU CANNOT RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION 
DURING THIS TIME OF THE CORONAVIRUS, YOU 
CAN MAKE A SPIRITUAL COMMUNION— 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy 
Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I desire to re-
ceive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment re-
ceive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 
heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite 
myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from 
You. Amen. 
 

SPIRITUALLY ADOPT A  PERSON WHO'S DYING 
ALONE OR WITHOUT THE SACRAMENTS—There 
are some people who are dying alone from the Coronavirus. 
Through your prayer, spiritually adopt a person somewhere 
in the world who may have no family or friends to be with 
them at the moment of death or perhaps who is unable to 
have the sacraments of the Church.  
 
THANKS TO ALL WHO HELPED WITH OUR VIR-
TUAL “AUTUMN DAZE”—We are grateful to all the vol-
unteers, donors, advertisers, and patrons who helped to make 
our parish festival a grand success. Through the grace of 
God, this event brought joy to the hearts of many, supported 
our parish, and drew many people closer to the Lord and His 
Church. Gratitude is in our hearts.  
Dennis & Jackie Fischbach (Chairs) & the Executive Committee 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM FOR PUBLIC 
SCHOOL CHILDREN BEGINS ON OCTOBER 7—
Parents of public school children in grades one through eight 
can enroll them in the 2020-2021 Wednesday Night Reli-
gious Education Program by calling John Sondag at 612-275-
0431. This program begins on Wednesday, October 7, at 6:45 
P.M. in the Parish Offices. 
 
THE 2020-2021 CONFIRMATION PROGRAM BEGINS  
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7—Children in St. Helena par-
ish in the eighth grade (and high school, if they have not yet 
been Confirmed) will receive the sacrament of Confirmation 
next May (2021). If you are not in St. Helena grade school, 
please register now in the 2020-2021 Confirmation Program 
to prepare for the sacrament by calling John Sondag (612-
275-0431). The program begins on Wednesday, October 7, at 
6:45 P.M. in the Parish Office Building. 
 
DO YOU KNOW ANYONE INTERESTED IN BECOM-
ING A CATHOLIC?—The Church of St. Helena offers a 
program that prepares people to become Catholic begins on 
this Tuesday, September 29, at 7:30 P.M. in the Parish Office 
Building. To take the program does not mean that you must 
become a Catholic. Also, if Tuesday evenings are impossible 
to make, another time can be arranged. For more information, 
call Fr. Villano or John Sondag at 612-729-7344.  
 
DOUGHNUTS AND COFFEE ON SUNDAY MORN-
INGS—CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.  
 
PARISHIONERS WHO ARE IN NEED OF HELP—Do 
you know of parishioners who might be out of work, sick and 
unable to work, or struggling because of financial difficulties 
or other problems?  They can receive help from the parish St.  

Vincent de Paul Conference which reaches out to individuals 
and families in the parish who are having difficulties. (If you 
let the conference know of the  needy  person  or family, your 
name and the designated families or individuals will be kept 
confidential.) For more information or to give the conference 
the names of the needy persons, please call John Sondag at 
612-275-0431. 
 
BE PART OF THE ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CONFER-
ENCE—The St. Vincent de Paul Conference in the parish 
reaches out  to  individuals  or  families  who  need assis-
tance. Conference members visit their homes to assess how 
they can be of service and in a very personalized and confi-
dential way give them help. The next meeting is Thursday, 
October 8, at 6:30 P.M. in the Parish Offices. For more infor-
mation, call John Sondag at 612-275-0431.  
 
PURCHASE A GIFT CARD FOR GROCERIES—Buy a 
gift card for groceries and give the card to the parish St. Vin-
cent de Paul Conference which can give it to a needy person 
or family throughout the year.  Place the card in an envelope 
marked “St. Vincent de Paul Conference” and put the enve-
lope in the collection or bring it to the Parish Offices. 
 
FREE FOOD AND RESOURCES—The Hiawatha YMCA, 
4100 28th Ave. S., has free food and resources for anyone in 
need! It has baby supplies, soap, and other hygiene items. 
Supplies are limited, but new items come in throughout the 
week. Please spread the word! Hours: Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, 12:00 Noon to 3:00 P.M.  For questions call Matt at 
612-547-9467. 
 
PLEASE RETURN YOUR YARD SIGN—If you had an 
“Autumn Daze” yard sign, please return it to the back of the 
church or Parish Offices.    
  
WAYS TO WATCH/LISTEN TO MASS—For ways to 
watch or listen to Mass, visit: archspm.org/live.  
 

RECEPTION OF HOLY COMMUNION—Please remem-
ber to form a single line for Holy Communion rather than 
two lines, even if there are two ministers distributing. Also 
remember to keep six foot spacing while in line. Thank you!  
 
SAFE ENVIRONMENT UPDATE—All volunteers who 
have regular interaction with youth and vulnerable adults 
need to be certified under the Archdiocesan Safe Environ-
ment standards. Together we can work to protect God's chil-
dren and the most vulnerable among us. Thank you for your 
shared commitment to the achievement of this goal. In addi-
tion, the Archdiocesan Victim Assistance line is 651-291-
4475. 
 

GET INVOLVED IN THE SYNOD PROCESS 
THROUGH PRAYING WITH SCRIPTURE SERIES—
This five-part virtual series on praying with Scripture offers 
practical tools for growing in holiness, drawing upon the rich 
tradition of the Catholic Church. Archbishop Hebda and 
Bishop Cozzens will teach the fundamentals of praying with 
Scripture and explain how to use a Prayer Companion re-
source to enrich your prayer experience. Watch at your con-
venience with family, friends or on your own. Visit the  
Archdiocesan website at archspm.org.  

TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                                                SEPTEMBER 27, 2020 



 

 

Dear St. Helena Families & Friends, 
 
This is definitely a Fall full of “Firsts”. Congratulations 
to all on the first-ever Virtual Autumn Daze! We appre-
ciate all of the hard work and planning that went into 
converting our parish festival into a successful online 
event. Thank you to Father Villano, Mr. Sondag, and all 
the volunteers for your dedication to our parish and 
school.  
 
The school will soon be in the second week of navi-
gating a positive COVID-19 case within one of our 
Middle School classrooms. One of the most frequent 
misconceptions that I want to clarify is that any student 
or school employee who has been exposed to a con-
firmed case of COVID-19 needs to stay home, quaran-
tined, for a minimum of 14 days. It is very important to 
remember that individuals cannot test out of quarantine 
after a close contact. This is because there is no way for 
us to shorten the 14-day incubation period. To put it 
another way, it could take up to 14 days for the virus to 
take hold in your body and for you to become  infected.  
We recognize that this may be frustrating to hear for 
families and staff if students and colleagues cannot re-
turn to the classroom quickly.  
 
That’s why it is so important that we all work together 
to encourage our community not to gather in large 
groups, to wear a mask, wash hands often, and practice 
social distancing when not at school in order to keep 
students and school staff as safe as possible.  
 
Mrs. Rian, Ed.S. 
Principal 

 

 

ST. HELENA SCHOOL NEWS 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
8:00 AM 

 

 Monday            †     Peter Heinen, Sr. 
 Tuesday             †     Ray McInerny, Sr. 
 Wednesday       †     Esther Gruidl  
 Thursday          †     Rose Fondell 
    Friday                   †    Dorothea Mosiniak 
 Saturday           †    Dominic Carter  
   

SACRISTY AIDES— 
(Linens) Krysta Niznick 

 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

September 28:    Jb 1:6-22, Lk 9:46-50 
September 29:    Dn 7:9-10, 13-14, Jn 1:47-51 
September 30:   Jb 9:1-12, 14-16, Lk 9:57-62 
October 1:         Jb 19:21-27, Lk 10:1-12 
October 2:         Jb 38:1, 12-21; 40:3-5,  
                          Mt 18:1-5, 10 
October 3:         Jb 42:1-3, 5-6, 12-17, 
                          Lk 10:17-24 
October 4:         Is 5:1-7, Phil 4:6-9, 
                          Mt 21:33-43 

PARISH CALENDAR 
September 28 — October 5 

 
 

September 28 
 

September 29 
-Catechumenate & Reception Program, Parish Offices,   
                                                                          7:30 pm 
 

September 30 
 

October 1 
 

October 2 
-Women's Prayer Group, Church, 8:30 am 
 

October 3 
-Confession, Church, 3:00 pm 
-Mass, Church, 4:00 pm 
 
October 4 
-Mass, Church, 8:30 am & 10:00 am 
 
 

October 5 
 
 

Daily Mass, Monday-Saturday, Church, 8:00 am 

 SCRIPTURE    # 1184  
 

Ez 18:25-28   
Phil 2:1-11  
Mt 21:28-32 

PRAYER CORNER 
God our Father, may all nations and peoples praise you. 
May Jesus, who is called faithful and true and who lives 
with you eternally, possess our hearts forever.  

A MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR OF PASTO-
RAL CARE—-If you or a loved one is hospitalized or 
have moved to an Assisted Living/LTC facility please 
call the office at 612-729-7344 and ask for Virginia.  At 
this time we are unable to make visits but the Anointing 
of the Sick can be arranged through the Archdiocese if it 
is allowed at the facility.  Home visits, however, are now 
allowed with restrictions and can be discussed when you 
call. Your health, well being and spiritual care are im-
portant to us. 
 
BAPTISM—A Baptism Preparation Program is required 
for all registered first-time parents. To register for the 
class, please  call Virginia, the Director of Pastoral Care, 
at 612-729-7344. 
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EAST LAKE 
LIQUOR

3916 E. Lake St. 
612-724-5467

HENRY W. ANDERSON 
MORTUARY

funeral & cremation services 
advanced planning
612-729-2331 

3640 23rd Ave. So. - Minneapolis 
family owned & operated

BUYING OR SELLING
Bruce A. Hendrickson, CRS, CBR

Professional Real Estate Services

Minneapolis Parkway Office

5318 Lyndale Ave. So.

Dir: 612.821.4215 • Bus: 612.750.2136

brucehendrickson@edinarealty.com

BruceHendrickson.com

Assisted Living | Memory Care | Enhanced Care 

3733 23rd Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55407 

www.minnehahaseniorliving.com • 612-238-2702

Hudson Hardware
Jim Hudson

Your Neighborhood Hardware Store

(612) 722-8602

2900 E. 42nd St. • Minneapolis

CARDINAL RESTAURANT & BAR
FREE 1/3 lb Burger w/purchase of 

menu item of equal or greater value.

coupon not valid with other offers.

Up to $4.95 Value

2920 E. 38th St. ** 612-724-5837

SOUTH SIDE
ELECTRIC, INC.
Commercial & Residential

Free Estimates

952-888-5500

FLANERY’S 
AUTOMOTIVE

General Auto Repair 
Napa Auto Care Center

2720 E. 42nd St.  Mpls. 55406

722-9829

Bradshaw Funeral & Cremation Services
Funerals • Cremation • PrePlansm • Grief Resource Service 

3131 Minnehaha Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55406   (612) 724-3621

Visit our website: www.bradshawfuneral.com

Proud to be family owned and operated 
Our Proud Heritage  •  McDivitt-Hauge

washburn-mcreavy .com
Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services

UPTOWN CHAPEL 2301 Dupont Avenue S  612.377.2203
EDINA CHAPEL

NOKOMIS PARK CHAPEL

MIKE ST. AUBIN – FUNERAL DIRECTOR

5000 W 50th Street  952.920.3996
1838 E Minnehaha Parkway  612.721.1651

Frank Bielinski
(612) 782-9168 
Julie Bielinski 
Janssen
(651) 491-1384
www.yourrealty.orgYO
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Contact Tom Maakestad to place an ad today!
tmaakestad@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5858


