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Join us for FunFest
this weekend!

We have been blessed!
Congratula4ons, Father Benny,
on your installa4on as our pastor!
“In our daily life, we strive to know, love, and serve God and others, as Catholic disciples of Christ. ”
2119 Stillwater Avenue East Saint Paul, Minnesota 55119-3508 Website: blessedsacramentsp.org
Phone: 651-738-0677 Fax: 651-738-6492 Check us out on Facebook at: www.facebook.com/blessedsacramentsp
To Register: Please pick up a New Parishioner Packet in the Gathering Space or call the Parish Office.

Church of the Blessed Sacrament
Live the Faith You Profess
We have all been taught, and rightly so, that God is love. We
see Jesus as a gentle shepherd, a kind and selﬂess teacher, who
makes space for children, even as He reaches out to the sick
and poor. And these images and themes are certainly major
elements of Luke’s Gospel, which we are hearing in this liturgical year. However, the passage proclaimed on the 20th Sunday
of Ordinary Time presents a diﬀerent — perhaps even startling
— facet of Jesus’ teachings. The Prince of Peace asks, “Do you
think that I have come to establish peace on earth?” Of course,
because that’s what we’ve been taught to expect. That is our
hope.
In a sense, the passages from Luke’s Gospel that we are hearing
in these weeks could be folded into the great Wisdom tradi#on
of the Old Testament. We are no longer hearing stories of Jesus’ signs and wonders, those moments of revela#on that
helped those ﬁrst followers to understand who He is. Rather,
now, we are being invited to reﬂect on how we are to follow
this Master Teacher in whom we have come to believe. These
Gospel passages invite us to reﬂect on prayer, works of charity
and jus#ce, and the a%tudes that should be the hallmark of the
followers of Jesus.
Like the earlier Wisdom teachings, these readings are leading
us to consider the demands and consequences of an enacted
faith. Because at the end of the day, our call to discipleship requires more than simply learning the stories of Jesus and being
able to parrot back his teachings. Rather, Divine Wisdom calls
us to live what we profess, guided by our faith convic#ons.

become complacent or se'le for the status quo, par#cularly
when we consider the Gospel’s call for jus#ce and the upbuilding of the reign of God.
Second, are we willing to live out our call to be prophets ourselves? Where are the injus#ces or abuses that need to be
named? What wrongs need to be made right? What wounds
need to be healed? While we are called to pray for peace, we are
also called, by virtue of our bap#sm, to adopt a prophe#c stance
and call for change — for conversion — where change is needed.
This also means that we have to be courageous enough to stand
alone at #mes.
The way toward the peace called for in the Gospel is not an easy
one, because injus#ce does not die easily. As we con#nue our
journey through Ordinary Time, reﬂec#ng on the demands of our
discipleship and what it means to truly live the faith we profess,
we pray for the gi(s of courage, discernment, and for#tude to
fulﬁll the mission that has been entrusted to us by Jesus.
Br. Silas Henderson, SDS

Stay a(er Mass
next weekend on Sunday,
August 25th to wish our own
Sarah Kalonick
a fond farewell as she leaves
her posi#on on parish staﬀ.

With this Wisdom perspec#ve in mind, we recognize that what
Jesus is asking us to reﬂect on is the prophe#c stance that is
part of discipleship. However, as we see in the story of Jeremiah proclaimed in the ﬁrst reading this Sunday, that prophe#c
stance can put us at odds with those who are opposed to the
truth. This was certainly true for Jesus as well.

We will celebrate her during Hospitality
a(er both of the morning Masses

In a commentary on this Sunday’s Gospel, Sister Barbara Reid,
O.P., wrote,
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“Jesus speaks of the same kind of divided reac!on that His
ministry provokes. As he ignites in His followers a vision of
jus!ce, peace, and well-being for all that could blaze forth,
some readily welcome it. Others resist migh!ly. The resisters
are not eager for the burning away of their comforts and
privileges as Jesus’ way of transforma!on demands … It is
easy to resist the version of a prophet that insists on transforma!ve change. Be"er to get rid of such an unwelcome
messenger and con!nue on undisturbed. (from “Abiding
Word: Sunday Reﬂec!ons for Year C”)
And it is here that we discover the two-fold challenge of this
Sunday’s Gospel.
First, do we ignore or try to silent those prophets who are
calling for change — change within ourselves, our communi#es, or even in the Church? Are we willing to risk dialogue
and even conversion as we are invited to reﬂect not only on
what is possible, but on what might be essen#al? This can
become especially diﬃcult for us when we are being asked
to reconsider beliefs, customs, or prac#ces that are near and
dear to us. However, discipleship demands that we do not

There are three books we will be doing this year. Session One –star#ng September 9 to about the 30th we
will read, The Life and Witness of Saint Maria Gore$.
Session Two will be between Oct and early December and we will read Thomas Aquinas by Robert Barron. Finally, Session Three will start in February and
we will read Crossing the Threshold of Hope by Saint
John Paul II. If you are interested in Session One
please sign up in the Gathering Space.
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Cerenity - Marian of Saint Paul Campus is in need of Spiritual Care
Volunteers/Eucharis#c Ministers for those residents who cannot
a'end our daily Mass. Both Tenants in the apartment s and Residents in our care center receive. If you are interested in this opportunity or any others below, please feel free to contact me via
email, jackie.bruns@bhshealth.org or by phone, 651-793-2116. I SO
look forward to hearing from you...Jackie Bruns, Volunteer Services
& Administra#on. Other needs: Ou!ng escorts, 1:1 visitors/
befrienders for lonely residents, nail painters, ac!vity assistants and
more

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time ♦♦♦8/18/2019
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Movement & Chris4an Medita4on
If you are interested in par#cipa#ng in the September 9-October 28
"Yoga" classes please let Carol McKenna, 651-738-0667, know by September 6. We need to have at least 10 par#cipants signed up no later than
September 6. Cost for an 8 week session is $72 per par#cipant.
The instructor will be Nancy Calderon.
Thanks, Carol
Another poten4al risk of sugary soj drinks: Daily consump4on may increase belly fat, independent of the eﬀect on overall body weight, concludes a new study in the journal Circula!on. When researchers analyzed
data from 4,100 par#cipants in the Framingham Heart Study over a 10year period, they found that those who consumed sugary so( drinks regularly (especially daily) gained more abdominal fat…but not more weight
overall…than people who rarely or never drank them. Excess abdominal
fat, par#cularly the “visceral” fat surrounding inner organs, is biologically
ac#ve and increases the risk of diabetes, cardiovascular disease, and some
cancers. Diet so( drinks were not linked to abdominal fat.
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This Wednesday, 8/21, 4 - 7 PM, our parish will have a table and
treats at the BEAVER LAKE NEIGHBORHOOD CELEBRATION. It's the
small park and dock on Beaver Lake a few blocks behind the
church. Stop by and help us celebrate with our neighbors!
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PARISH ADMINISTRATION

651-738-0677

Rev. Benny MekkaZ, Pastor ……..…………….……….… ext. 11
John Florin, Business Administrator ....................... ext. 10
Joy Hoﬀman, Administra#ve Coordinator …..………. ext. 12
Deacon Jerry Saladin…………………..……….………952-607-9636
Carol McKenna, Parish Nurse ….………………………….ext. 15
FAITH FORMATION 651-738-0677
Julie Taylor, Director…………………………….………...….... ext. 14
Sarah Kalonick, Youth & Young Adult Minister……. ext. 17
MUSIC
Jan Meulemans, Director……………………..……..651-307-7865
PRAYER LINE
Please call Carol McKenna………………..………..651-492-2778
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BAPTISM - Par#cipa#on in the Bap#sm prepara#on program is a
prerequisite for Bap#sm. Schedule with the Parish Oﬃce.
RECONCILIATION- Daily: M-F immediately following Mass
& Saturday 3:00-3:45 pm
MATRIMONY- Make arrangements with the pastor at least six
months before the date.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK - Please call the parish oﬃce if you or a
family member is going to be hospitalized. Also, if you are homebound and wish to receive the Eucharist or a friendly visit, please
call the parish oﬃce.
LOW-GLUTEN HOSTS ARE AVAILABLE- Please come to the Sacristy
before Mass to arrange to receive one.

·
·

Blessed Sacrament Adora#on, 6AM to 11PM
The Rosary is said just prior to all Masses.

Sunday, August 18
Twen!eth Sunday in Ordinary Time

The Funfest committee THANKS YOU for donating to help pay for the following items that were
very important for the success of our FunFest.
This year we met many of these expenses thanks to your generosity.

Thank you very much for your help!
Cost
Advertising
Security / Permits
Pork & Other Meats
Food, Drink & Condiments
Spaghetti Dinner
Grilling
Fuel
Game Truck
Buster Phelan Band
Mariachi Jalisco Band
Mexican Folkloric Dancers
Tent Rental
Prizes for Kid’s Games `
Inflatables
Chmielewski Fun Time Band
Total

Needed____________Received
$ 1,310
$ 1,260
$ 830
$ 830
$ 1,200
$ 1,200
$ 750
$ 200
$ 650
$ 750
$ 600
$ 420
$ 150
$ 150
$ 600
$ 600
$ 350
$ 350
$ 600
$ 575
$ 150
$ 400
$ 2,572
$ 1,450
$ 300
$ 300
$ 325
$ 325
$ 850 ____________ $__850___
$11,237
$ 9,660

Jer 38:4-6, 8-10/Heb 12:1-4/ Lk 12:49-53
M
8:30 am Parish Mass
A
10:30
am † Darrell Novak
S
Monday, August 19
S
Weekday/Saint John Eudes, Priest
Jgs 2:11-19/Mt 19:16-22

9:00am † Wilfredo Venal
S
C Tuesday, August 20
Saint Bernard, Abbot & Doctor of the Church
H
Jgs 6:11-24a/ Mt 19:23-30
E
9:00 am Jeanne Carlson
D Wednesday, August 21
Saint Pius X, Pope
U
Jgs 9:6-15/Mt 20:1-6
L
9:00 am † Daniel Lauer
E Thursday, August 22
The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary

&

Jgs 11:29-39a/ Mt 22:1-14

9:00am Kevin Ewald
Friday, August 23

R
Weekday/Saint Rose of Lima, Virgin
E
Ru 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22/ Mt 22:34-40
A
9:00am † Michael P. Casello, Sr.
D Saturday, August 24
Saint Bartholomew, Apostle
I
Rv 21:9b-14/Jn 1:45-51 (Morning Readings)
N
4:00 pm † Ron Ryan, Jr.
G Sunday, August 25
S
Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time
Is 66:18-21?Heb 12:5-7, 11-13/ Lk 13:22-30

8:30 am † Anthony Sowada
10:30 am Parish Mass

Church of the Blessed Sacrament

SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK
August 18—August 25
Sun, Aug 18:

Tues, Aug 20:
Wed, Aug 21:
Fri, Aug 23:
Sat, Aug 24:
Sun, Aug 25:

11:30-1:00pm DJ Poderoso Forklorico Dancers
1:00-3:00pm Mariachi Jalisco Band
11:30-4:00pm PARISH FUNFEST
8:00-9:00am Divine Mercy Cenacle
Young at Heart after Mass
9:00am-2:00pm Chesterton Student Orientation
Blood Pressures after Mass
6:30-8:30pm Hispanic Prayer Group
Blood Pressures after Mass
Hospitality after both Masses
Sarah Kalonick Farewell after both Masses
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Gijs of Treasure
August 3/4, 2019, 2019

Sunday Envelopes & Plate:
Holy Day:
Other:
Total :

$ 3,767.00
$
40.00
$ 315.00
$ 4,122.00
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FunFest Yard Signs and Flyers
Thank you to everyone who took a FunFest
sign to spread the word about our FunFest! We
will use them again next year (with a s#cker with
new dates), so please return it to church
by Labor Day weekend and you’ll be entered into a drawing for a
$25 gi( card!
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Come Let Us Adore Him!
Saint Thomas the Apostle Eucharis#c Adora#on Chapel
Please prayerfully consider signing up for a current open hour:
·
·
·

Tuesday a(ernoons - 2:00pm to 3:00pm
Saturday a(ernoons - 1:00pm to 2:00pm
Saturday a(ernoons - 3:00pm to 4:00pm

Contact: Kathy Ebert 651-247-5185 or Pa'y
Germain 651-788-3876 or the Parish Oﬃce 651738-0677 (or complete a sign-up card and we
will contact you!)
Special shout out goes to the Men’s Club
for agreeing to sponsor the landscaping
expenses we are looking to tackle yet this
summer/fall – including the improvement
in the grass areas in front of the educa#onal wing and the grass area north of the
parking lot [right behind our neighbors.]
The Men’s Club’s ﬁnancial support is always
greatly appreciated. God bless. John Florin

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Faith Forma4on Registra4on 2018 - 19
Registra#on for our Faith Forma#on classes has
begun! We oﬀer classes for ages 3 through high
school on Wednesday evenings, as well as classes
for ages 3 to Grade 2 on Sunday mornings. You
can ﬁnd the registra#on forms online at
www.blessedsacramentsp.org under the Faith
Forma#on tab or in the Gathering Area. Classes
begin in mid-September; register by September 9th to avoid a late
fee. For more informa#on, please contact Julie Taylor.
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
Age 3-year-old to Grade 2
on Sunday mornings
Age 3-year-old to Grade 3
on Wednesday evenings

This child-centered faith forma#on program is based on
Montessori teaching principles, providing children with a
chance to work with wonderful learning materials and focusing on the unique rela#onship of the child with
God. Sacramental prepara#on for First Reconcilia#on and
First Communion take place within this program. Find out
more on our parish website at
www.blessedsacramentsp.org under “Faith Forma#on,” and
contact Julie at the parish oﬃce to register!
Share the Faith
It’s an amazing experience to work with our children and youth in Faith Forma#on (also known
as Religious Ed or CCD). Those who have done it
will tell you how much it has deepened their
own faith. Come share the gi(s God has given
you by serving as a catechist, teacher assistant, subs#tute catechist, or hall monitor in our Wednesday night or Sunday morning
Faith Forma#on program. Training and ongoing support provided. To ﬁnd out more, contact Julie Taylor, Faith Forma#on Director.
Nursery Leaders Needed
The Nursery will be open again a(er Labor
Day during the 10:30 Mass for children ages
1 – 5. Children read, play games, and have a
wonderful #me with an adult/teen volunteer
team who love children and have background checks and training.
Nursery leaders can be adults or teens ages 12 and above. All
adult volunteers who work with children are required to have
Virtus training and a background check. If you’re interested in
becoming a volunteer leader, please contact Julie Taylor at jtaylor@blessedsacramentsp.org.

