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The Epiphany of the Lord 

The wise still seek Him. 



Church of the Blessed Sacrament 

GOSPEL MEDITATION -  
ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 
The Epiphany of the Lord 
 

“Where is that thing?” mum-
bled Bob as he searched fran-
!cally on his dimly lit desk for 
the current electric bill. “I 
know I put it right on top of 
these papers this morning!” 
Growing in frustra!on and 
bordering on anger, he flies stuff around, moves books and opines 
why simple tasks need to be so hard. Enter his wife, who calmly 
says, “Maybe it would help if you put the light on, dear.” The desk 
light goes on and lo and behold, there is the electric bill right 
where Bob le% it earlier. All it took was a li&le light! 
 

We stubbornly refuse to turn on the lights! Either we are distract-
ed, determined, disinterested, preoccupied, stubborn, apprehen-
sive, or all of the above. Or perhaps, we fail to do the obvious. We 
would rather live our lives with the dimmest of lights or even in 
total darkness. Why are we afraid to do something so that we can 
actually see? It might help us to find quicker and be&er answers 
to problems, the meaning of life, rela!onships, happiness, and 
what is ul!mate truth. Yet, we stumble along, moving things from 
one side to the other, ge(ng angry, feeling cheated, being un-
se&led, resigning ourselves to the agony of defeat once again. 
 

“And behold, the star that they had seen at its rising preceded 
them, un!l it came and stopped over the place where the child 
was.” The light has come into the world in the person of Jesus 
Christ! We no longer have to fumble in the darkness. We have 
been gi%ed with the illumina!on we need to see our way through 
things and find what we really are looking for. All these years lat-
er, however, so many are s!ll reluctant to accept him. Perhaps 
they are unconvinced, disinterested, preoccupied, stubborn, ap-
prehensive, or all of the above. Everyone has their own reason for 
not wan!ng to turn on the switch. 
 

But there are so many answers to so many of our problems in this 
humble Child of Nazareth. A simple birth teaches us about God’s 
tender wedded rela!onship with humanity. It speaks to the ex-
panse of God’s salva!on across the globe, and the incarnate Di-
vine wonders and blessings that are a part of our life moment to 
moment. It calls us to understand the design of world order God 
intended as found in the Bea!tudes, the sacredness of every hu-
man life and all of crea!on and the meaning of things we struggle 
with most, like suffering and death. We have a lot of Good News 
to share, not just with a privileged few but with all the world. All 
races and creeds can receive God’s healing word. God con!nues 
to manifest Himself even now! Use the light to find what you are 
really looking for!  ©LPi 

How do I watch Mass live?? 
Go to Facebook and type in Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church. 

You can also subscribe on Facebook to get notifications when we go live! 
Please note you must have a Facebook account. If you don’t have Face-

book, watch it later on YouTube. Go to YouTube and type in Blessed Sacra-
ment Church in St. Paul, MN 

· Livestream Mass on Facebook—Tuesday-Friday at Noon,   
Saturday at 4:00 pm and on Sunday at 9:00 or 11:00am or watch later on our 
You Tube channel link via our website. 

  

Apostles vs. Disciples 
  
Question: What is the difference between apostles and disciples 
Answer:    
When we look at the gospel accounts of the life of Jesus, we see 
two special titles applied to his followers: apostles and disciples. 
At first glance, we might think that these two words are inter-
changeable, but when we look at what each one means, we quick-
ly see that the evangelists were using them very specifically. 
When we look more closely, we see that while Jesus had many 
disciples, the group of apostles was much more limited and re-
ferred to Jesus’ closest collaborators.  
The word apostle essentially means “one who is sent forth” or, as 
we might think of it today, “an ambassador.” The group of apos-
tles — sometimes called the Twelve — included those twelve men 
who formed Jesus’ inner circle (see Mark 3:13-14; Luke 6:12-13). 
It was this group that received the gift of the Holy Spirit and who 
were sent out by Jesus with the special mission of forgiving sins 
on that first Easter Sunday (see John 20:19-23). In time, the Cath-
olic Tradition also recognize Saint Paul and Saint Barnabas as 
apostles, recognizing that they also shared the mandate of going 
out in the Lord’s name to pray, to bless, and to preach. In 2016, 
during the Jubilee of Mercy, Pope Francis raised the liturgical cele-
bration of Saint Mary Magdalene to the rank of feast, recognizing 
that she also received a special mandate to proclaim the good 
news of Jesus’ resurrection to the Eleven, becoming the “apostle 
to the apostles.” In a particular way, the bishops continue the 
mission of the apostles in our own time. 
When we think of the word disciple, we see that it has a very dif-
ferent meaning. Rather than referring to those who were sent out 
to carry on the mission of Jesus, disciple literally means “student” 
or, more specially, an “apprentice learner.” The task of the disci-
ple is to learn and integrate into their lives the teachings, values, 
and way of life of their master teacher. Although a disciple might 
be called on to explain or represent aspects of their life, in light of 
the teachings they receive from this master teacher, Christian 
discipleship is ultimately about living our lives with faith and in-
tegrity, guided by the life and mission of Jesus, our Master Teach-
er. The call to discipleship is the common vocation of all Chris-
tians.       ©LPi 

E TEAM 
 

The Evangeliza!on Commi&ee was formed at Blessed Sacrament 
last year as a result of the parish survey in 2018. 
In view of the great apostasy (falling away) and dissent from the 
Catholic Faith in the world, those of us le% are called to a renewal 
and return to the True Faith in Jesus Christ. Urged on by the pope 
and bishops we work for a “New Evangeliza!on”.  We don’t have 
to be successful only faithful.  God will do the rest. 
 

At present team members are: Heather Holmes; Michelle Keough; 
Mike Beltz; Peter McGraw; Daisy Carlson; Maureen Erikson; Cita 
& Tom Regan. 
Suppor!ng members are: Ma& Kue&el; Ray Eberhard; Lyn Du-
Cloux; Deb & Mike Peisert; Sandra Calcedo McGraw; Lea Mar-
!nez. 
 

We best profess and confirm our faith when we share it.  We get 
to heaven by bringing someone else there. 



The Epiphany of the Lord ♦♦♦ 1/03/2021 

BAPTISM -  Par!cipa!on in the Bap!sm  prepara!on program is a                     
  prerequisite for Bap!sm. Schedule with the Parish Office. 
RECONCILIATION– Saturday 3:00-3:45pm or by appointment on other 
days  
MATRIMONY- Make arrangements with the pastor at least six 
months before the date. 
ANOINTING OF THE SICK -  Please call the parish office if you or a 
family member is going to be hospitalized. Also, if you are home-
bound and wish to receive the Eucharist or a friendly visit,  please 
call the parish office. 
LOW-GLUTEN HOSTS ARE AVAILABLE- Please come to the Sacristy 
before Mass to arrange to receive one.      

· Blessed Sacrament Adora!on, M-W-F 1-11pm & TH 6am-noon 
· The Rosary is said just prior to all weekend Masses. 
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PARISH ADMINISTRATION     651-738-0677 
Rev. Benny Mekka!, Pastor ……..…………….……….…    ext. 11 
John Florin, Business Administrator ....................... ext. 10 
Joy Hoffman, Administra!ve Coordinator …..……….  ext. 12 
Deacon Jerry Saladin…………………..……….………952-607-9636 

Carol McKenna, ……………………...….………………………….ext. 15 
FAITH FORMATION   651-738-0677 
Connie Hill, Director…………………………….………...….... ext. 14 
MUSIC  
Jan Meulemans, Director……………………..……..651-307-7865 
 PRAYER LINE 
Please call Carol McKenna………………..………..612-594-1290 
CHURCH EMAIL: Church@blessedsacramentsp.org 
PARISH COUNCIL: parishcouncil@blessedsacramentsp.org 
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Sunday, January 3 
     Epiphany of the Lord 
        Is 60:1-6/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 
              9am   † Bernard Bearth 
             11am  Parish Mass 
Monday, January 4  
      Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious 
        1 Jn 3:22-4:6/Mt 4:12-17, 23-25                 

Tuesday, January 5  
      Saint John Neumann, Bishop 
        1 Jn 24:7-10/Mk 6:34-44 
             † Kathy Neuman 
Wednesday, January 6  
      Christmas Weekday/Saint André Besse!e, Religious 
                1 Jn 4:11-18/Mk 6:45-52 
             † Gen Barthel 
Thursday, January 7 
      Christmas Weekday/Saint Raymond of Peñafort, Priest 
        1 Jn 4:19-5:4/Lk 4:14-22 
              † Cruz Espenal Ancestors 
Friday, January 8 
      Christmas Weekday 
         1 Jn 5:5-13/Lk 5:12-16 
                 † Catherine Kobilka                  

Saturday, January 9 
         Christmas Weekday 
            1 Jn 5:14-21/Jn 3:22-30(Morning Readings) 
             4pm    † Gerald Lydon 
 

Sunday, January 10 
     Bap"sm of the Lord 
        Is 55:1-11/ 1 Jn 5:1-9/ Mk 1:7-11 
              9am   Parish Mass 
             11am  † Joanne Kriva 

Rosary chain con<nues 
The rosary chain that Father Benny first introduced in October is now an 
ongoing program that we are con!nuing indefinitely.  Please see the 
signup sheet at the hospitality desk or via the signup on our website. 
 
 

New Sacristy Window 
Special shout out goes to Joe Peisert for installing the new window in the door of 
the sacristy.  Also, thank you to the two anonymous parishioners who covered 
the cost of the material on this project.  As was previously men!oned, the Sacris-
ty is reserved for Father, the sacristan, lector & servers.  If you need to speak to 
Father, please wait un!l Father exits the sacristy.  We appreciate everyone’s 
coopera!on.  God bless. 
 

Winter Safety 
This year we’ve been blessed with a very unusual winter season (so far).  Please 
con!nue to use cau!on when walking outside on the sidewalk or in the parking 
lot.  We have a service who manages the snow and ice, so if you no!ce any prob-
lem areas please let the office know right away.  Please con!nue to be careful 
out there! 
 
Adding coat hooks in the Educa<onal Wing 
We are looking to add some coat hooks in the hallway of the Educa!onal 
wing of our facili!es.  We will be moun!ng some nice pieces of oak 
wood with coat hooks in the hallway.  This project is going to run about 
$150.  If there is anyone [or maybe any group] willing to cover this ex-
pense for the parish it would be appreciated.  Expect blessings! 

Are You Hur<ng?  
If you or someone 
you love is grieving 
the loss of a 
child to abor!on, 

come and experience the compassionate mercy of Jesus Christ on our 
confiden!al weekend retreat. Rachel’s Vineyard Twin Ci!es' retreats are 
open to anyone impacted by abor!on - women, men, grandparents, 
siblings, and health care professionals. The next retreat is January 8-10, 
2021 in the Twin Ci!es area. For more informa!on contact Nancy 
at rachels@rvineyardmn.org, call 763-250-9313 or 
see www.rvineyardmn.org. 

Catholic Educa<on Fund 
We have designated the month of January for our Catholic Educa!on 
Fund program.  This is a program where we grant scholarships to chil-
dren of parishioners who elect to send their children to a Catholic grade 
school or Catholic high school.  Our monthly second collec!on will take 
place the last weekend in January.  We are accep!ng dona!ons 
throughout the month for this worthy cause.  Simply indicate 
“Educa!on Fund” on the memo line of your check or you may pick up 
an envelope at the hospitality desk in the Gathering Space. 
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SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK 
 

 January 3– January 10 
  
  

The celebration of public Masses has resumed for a limited number of participants! 
  

Tues, Jan 5: 10:00am Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
 

Wed, Jan 6: 6:15pm Faith Formation  & CGS   Upcoming   
Tues, Jan 5 CGS 10:00 to 11:30 am  
Wed, Jan 6 CGS 6:15 to 7:45 pm  
Sun, Jan 10 Presenta!on of Confirma!on Candidates at 9:00 
  am Mass  
  Candidate and Sponsor Mee!ng a%er Mass  
  (10:00 to 11:00 am) 
Tues, Jan 19 CGS 10:00 to 11:30 am  
Wed, Jan 20 CGS 6:15 to 7:45 pm  
 
Happy Epiphany! 
TODAY! A%er Mass, take home blessed chalk and an instruc!on 
card to celebrate Epiphany at home. Use the chalk to write “20 
C+M+B 21” above your doors to signify the names of the first Wise 
Men (Caspar, Mechior, and Balthasar) as well as “Christus man-
sionem benedicat” (“Christ bless this house). Read more about this 
tradi!on at www.aleteia.org 
 

Adora<on of the Magi  
If your Magi traveled throughout your home (like an “Elf on the 
Shelf”), they now have arrived at your family’s creche to adore the 
Infant King. These three men brought prophe!c gi%s, foretelling of 
Jesus. They adored Him and were able to return home safely a%er 
being warned of Herod’s plan in a dream.  
 
Think a moment. Even before the Magi, who were the first to 
adore the Christ Child?  The Shepherds. Along with the angel who 
calmed their fears, the shepherds were the first to sing, “Glory to 
God in the Highest!” Truly, Jesus Christ is Priest, Prophet, and King 
for all peoples of all !me. Come, let us adore Him, at Mass and in 
our Adora!on Chapel!  
 
 

Gifts of Treasure 
December 26/27, 2020 

 
     No information available at time of publication. 

 
The Christmas Story 
Tradi!on suggests that we keep our na!vity scene on display at 
home through The Presenta!on of the Lord on February 2nd. To 
learn more about the whole Christmas Story, visit our Blessed 
Sacrament Faith Forma!on YouTube channel to watch the video, 
“The Infancy Narra!ves.” Pray with scripture at home and ponder 
the full story.  
 
Also, visit the website for the Na!onal Gallery of Art 
(www.Nga.gov) and view the gallery talk en!tled, “The Christmas 
Story in Art.” See how ar!sts have depicted those Infancy Narra-
!ves for hundreds of years. Let sacred art be your springboard to 
prayer at home (visio divina: “divine seeing”)  
 
Service Opportuni<es for the Christmas Season 
 
Christmas is such a high feast that we celebrate for eight days, 
comple!ng the Octave of Christmas on January 1st, the Solemnity 
of Mary, Mother of God. The Christmas season is a beau!ful !me 
to bake those cookies and send out gree!ng cards. No need to 
feel late or rushed because Christmas con!nues through the Bap-
!sm of Jesus, which is January 10th this year.  
 

 
Caroling is COVID-friendly! Evangelize and do a work of mercy at 
the same !me. Walk your neighborhood or sing on the sidewalk 
outside homebound neighbors or parishioners. As a family, sing 
outside our Adora!on Chapel. Send Connie a picture of your ser-
vice in ac<on! O come let us adore Christ the King!  
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Sunday Special:  
Steakburger $6.99 from 11-2pm

Mon.-Sat. Open 11am-9pm 
 Sun. Open 11am-8pm 

(651) 776-5419   www.arisbeststeakhouse.com

V & I  
Steak House
“Your favorite steak house for over 40 years!”

WINDY’S
Automobile & Fender Repair

Frame Straightening 
Collision Repair • Free Loaner Cars  

Free Estimates • Towing

35 Years On The East Side

   767 Bush 774-4426

www.windyscollision.com

SUN       RAY  
PLUMBING & HEATING INC

Residential • Commercial
 FOUR GENERATIONS STRONG

651-779-6823
GLENN ROESKE STEVE ROESKE

www.sunrayplumbing.com

WULFF 
Funeral Home
Cremation Services • Advance Planning

Susan Montpetit, Manager
 651-776-1555

1485 White Bear Ave. • St. Paul

WULFF 
Funeral Home
Cremation Services • Advance Planning

Susan Montpetit, Manager
 651-776-1555

1485 White Bear Ave. • St. Paul

Contact Catherine Gurgul to place an ad today! 
cgurgul@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2496

Kelly & Lemmons
Chad D. Lemmons 

Attorney

2350 Wycliff Street 
 Suite 200 

Saint Paul, MN 55114 

651-224-3781

Bank Local. Bank Premier.
Maplewood

651.777.7700
Blaine

763.780.0385

Roseville 
651.633.8880

Woodbury
651.578.6998

White Bear Lake
651.426.7800

www.premierbanks.com

Assisted living
memory care

NOW OPEN
(651) 855-0909

CerenitySeniorCare.com

Housing for homeless 
pregnant women.
Volunteers needed.

651•373•1205
PhilomenaHouse.org


