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Anointing of the Sick & Communion for the Sick & Homebound                            

Please call the Parish Office to make arrangements  

with Fr. Ivan 
 

Baptism of Infants 

Marriage Preparation 

Couples anticipating Christian Marriage need to contact the  Parish Office at least six months prior to the wedding 

date they desire.  After a pre-nuptial interview with a priest, a specific date will be set. Marriage preparation classes 

are required. 

 

Parish Staff 
Pastor 

Reverend Ivan Sant 

Associate Priest 

Reverend Joseph Kureh 
 

Accountant                      Jim Rice 
Secretary                           Gloria Nava   

RCIA and Missionary/ 

Internship Program          David Neira  

Refugee Liaison               Hsawreh Sharpoehtay  

Music Director                Mary Beth Redmond 

Parish Administrator       Ryan Thornton 

 
 

 

 

Parish Office 
Phone: (651) 488-6733 

Fax:     (651) 489-9203 

Website: www.stbernardstpaul.org 

Facebook Page: 

Saint Bernard  
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  A Word from Fr. Ivan 

BENEDICT XVI  

GENERAL AUDIENCE  
Saint Peter's Square 

Wednesday, 21 October 2009  

Catechesis on Saint Bernard of Clairvaux 

Today I would like to talk about St Bernard of Clairvaux, called "the last of the Fathers" of the Church because 
once again in the 12th century he renewed and brought to the fore the important theology of the Fathers. We do 
not know in any detail about the years of his childhood; however, we know that he was born in 1090 in Fon-
taines, France, into a large and fairly well-to-do family. As a very young man he devoted himself to the study of 
the so-called liberal arts especially grammar, rhetoric and dialectics at the school of the canons of the Church of 
Saint-Vorles at Châtillon-sur-Seine; and the decision to enter religious life slowly matured within him. At the 
age of about 20, he entered Cîteaux, a new monastic foundation that was more flexible in comparison with the 
ancient and venerable monasteries of the period while at the same time stricter in the practice of the evangelical 
counsels. A few years later, in 1115, Bernard was sent by Stephen Harding, the third Abbot of Cîteaux, to found 
the monastery of Clairvaux. Here the young Abbot he was only 25 years old was able to define his conception 
of monastic life and set about putting it into practice. In looking at the discipline of other monasteries, Bernard 
firmly recalled the need for a sober and measured life, at table as in clothing and monastic buildings, and recom-
mended the support and care of the poor. In the meantime the community of Clairvaux became ever more nu-
merous and its foundations multiplied. 

In those same years before 1130 Bernard started a prolific correspondence with many people of both important 
and modest social status. To the many Epistolae of this period must be added numerous Sermones, as well 
as Sententiae and Tractatus. Bernard's great friendship with William, Abbot of Saint-Thierry, and with William 
of Champeaux, among the most important figures of the 12th century, also date to this period. As from 1130, 
Bernard began to concern himself with many serious matters of the Holy See and of the Church. For this reason 
he was obliged to leave his monastery ever more frequently and he sometimes also travelled outside France. He 
founded several women's monasteries and was the protagonist of a lively correspondence with Peter the Venera-
ble, Abbot of Cluny, of whom I spoke last Wednesday. In his polemical writings he targeted in particular Abe-
lard, a great thinker who had conceived of a new approach to theology, introducing above all the dialectic and 
philosophical method in the constructi0n of theological thought. On another front Bernard combated the heresy 
of the Cathars, who despised matter and the human body and consequently despised the Creator. On the other 
hand, he felt it was his duty to defend the Jews, and condemned the ever more widespread outbursts of anti-
Semitism. With regard to this aspect of his apostolic action, several decades later Rabbi Ephraim of Bonn ad-
dressed a vibrant tribute to Bernard. In the same period the holy Abbot wrote his most famous works such as the 
celebrated Sermons on the Song of Songs [In Canticum Sermones]. In the last years of his life he died in 1153 
Bernard was obliged to curtail his journeys but did not entirely stop travelling. He made the most of this time to 
review definitively the whole collection of his Letters, Sermons and Treatises. Worthy of mention is a quite un-
usual book that he completed in this same period, in 1145, when Bernardo Pignatelli, a pupil of his, was elected 
Pope with the name of Eugene III. On this occasion, Bernard as his spiritual father, dedicated to his spiritual son 
the text De Consideratione [Five Books on Consideration] which contains teachings on how to be a good Pope. 
In this book, which is still appropriate reading for the Popes of all times, Bernard did not only suggest how to be 
a good Pope, but also expressed a profound vision of the Mystery of the Church and of the Mystery of Christ 
which is ultimately resolved in contemplation of the mystery of the Triune God. "The search for this God who is 
not yet sufficiently sought must be continued", the holy Abbot wrote, "yet it may be easier to search for him and 
find him in prayer rather than in discussion. So let us end the book here, but not the search" (XIV, 32: PL 182, 
808) and in journeying on towards God. 

Continued on page 5 



Prayer Line Please call  

Mass Readings for the                

Week of August 23rd       

 
Sunday:        Is  20:19-23/Rom 11:33-36/Mt 16:13-20 

Monday:      Rv 21:9b-14/Jn 1:45-51 

Tuesday       2 Thes 2:1-3a,14-17/Mt 23:23-26 

Wednesday: 2 Thes 3:6-10,16-18/Mt 23:27-32 

Thursday:     1 Cor 1:1-9/Mt 24:42-51 

Friday:          1 Cor 1:17-25/ Mt 25:1-13  

Saturday:       1 Cor 1:26-31//Mk 6:17-29 

Sunday:           Jer 20:7-9/Rom 12:1-2/Mt 16:21-27 
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Please pray for the sick and homebound 

 
Mary Nordine              Margaret Datko        

Lloyd Anderson          Lorraine Eheim          

Theresa Griffith        Bernice Labarre 

Devra  Shepherd              Yur Reh  

J. Harringer                 Delores Schloesser 

† Mass Intentions † 
Saturday      August 22   The Queenship of the 

                                                                                                                                   Blessed Virgin Mary 
8:30am         †         Richard Poor 

4:00 pm        †         Irene Kneissel 
 

Sunday     August 23   21st Sunday in Ordinary 

                                                                                                              Time             

8:00 am        †         La Vonne Soler 

10:30 am      †         Louis & Betty Rasche 

2:00 pm                 Parish                                                                                 

Monday  August 24   Feast of S.t Bartholomew                                

                                                                                                 Apostle  and Martyr                 
8:30                          Danica Leier 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday      August 25    St. Joseph Calasanz 
8:30am         †           Bryan Perrizo    

6:30pm (Spanish) 
 

Wednesday  August 26 

8:30am         †            Edwin & Erwin Sheehan 
 

Thursday      August 27    St. Monica 
8:30am         †            George Soler 
                                            

Friday          August  28     St. Augustine 

8:30am         †             Marcie Carroll 

6:30pm (Spanish) 

        

Saturday August 29  The Passion of St. John                          

                                                                                                                     the Baptist 

8:30am         †         Caroline Severin 

4:00 pm        †         Clifford & Irene Kneissel 
 

Sunday    August 30  22nd Sunday in Ordinary 

                                                                                                      Time             

NOTICE ON GIVING VIA CREDIT/DEBIT CARD 

OR BY CHECK: 
 

We have implemented an new way giving to our parish through 

online, on our website www.stbernardstpaul.org,  

 with a credit or debit card, you can make a donation on the 

window on our parish website  entitled “Donation to our Par-

ish”. At this window there is also an option to set up recurring 

direct deposits on a weekly or monthly basis. 

 

   Weekly 

Collection 

     

 8/16 
 

Budget of 8/16/20 

(Lasts year’s  

fiscal year budget) 

8/9 8/2 

Envelope Income  $5,149 
 

  $4,807 
 

$3,460 $4,392 

Plate   732                 725 648 1,497 

Gas/Lights 92                  125 46 75 

Campus Repair 22                   70 38 69 

Year to Date:      

Envelope  Income 30,718    $33,649 25,569 22,109 

Plate   5,913                5,075 5,181 4,533 

Gas/Lights 575                    875 483 437 

Campus Repair 315                    490 293 255 

Capital Campaign Update 
Total Pledges:               $920,298 

Payments to date:          $840,850 

 Amount Remaining:         $  79,448 
    

 

Boiler repair funds collected: $25,286 
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Parish News & Events 

Projects Approved by our Finance Council 
 

Grade School Brick work: As many of you know, the Grade 

School building brick desperately needs a tuck pointing. Our 

maintenance team has been looking into this to determine the 

most economical way we can do this work. They reached out 

to various local tuck pointing companies. They found a con-

struction company called Quality Restoration. The price of this 

work will be as follows: $38K for the tuck pointing and all brick 

and mortar material, approximately $10-15K for the high-lift 

renting, and approximately $20K for the sheet  metal capstone.  

 

Boiler #1 leak Repair. Last winter we had Boiler #2 repaired 

from the same cause. We have to do the same repair to the 

other boiler (boiler #1). The cost of this repair is about 

$25,000. This work is being done in this two weeks ago.  

 

Office Phone System:  This past week we have switched our 

phone company from Allstream to Popp Communications. 

This change will save us some money. Allstream were charging 

us around $800 a month while Popp Communication new con-

tract will be $375 a month which includes also the three eleva-

tors of our schools building. The elevators were connected 

with Century Link and were charging us $130 a month for the 

emergency lines. Now with Popp Communications the price of 

these lines will be only $20 per elevator.  

 

Our Finance Council is closely monitoring our cash projection 

and planning accordingly all these projects for the good of our 

buildings. Also the council has worked on a budget for this new 

fiscal year.  

 

If anyone is willing to give a donation toward these projects you 

can do so by addressing your donation to Building Repairs.  

 

If you have any question about these project please do not hes-

itate to contact Fr. Ivan or Tim Struntz (President of the Fi-

nance Council) or John VanCura our maintenance manager. 

August 24th 
Feast of Saint Bartholomew the Apostle, Martyr 

(1st Century) 
Patron saint of tanners, plasterers, tailors, book-
binders, farmers, housepainters, butchers, and 

glove makers 

August 27th 
Feast of Saint Monica  

(331/1—387) 
Mother of St. Augustine 

Patron saint of Alcoholics, Conversion, Married 
Women and Mothers 

 
St. Monica, pray for us! 

August 28th 
Feast of Saint Augus-
tine, Bishop of Hippo  

(354-430) 
Doctor of the Church 

 
Patron saint of  

brewers, printers, 
and theologians 

 
St. Augustine, pray 

for us! 
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Continued from page 2 
 
I would now like to reflect on only two of the main aspects of Ber-
nard's rich doctrine: they concern Jesus Christ and Mary Most Ho-
ly, his Mother. His concern for the Christian's intimate and vital 
participation in God's love in Jesus Christ brings no new guide-
lines to the scientific status of theology. However, in a more deci-
sive manner than ever, the Abbot of Clairvaux embodies the theo-
logian, the contemplative and the mystic. Jesus alone Bernard in-
sists in the face of the complex dialectical reasoning of his time 
Jesus alone is "honey in the mouth, song to the ear, jubilation in 
the heart (mel in ore, in aure melos, in corde iubilum)". The ti-
tle Doctor Mellifluus, attributed to Bernard by tradition, stems 
precisely from this; indeed, his praise of Jesus Christ "flowed like 
honey". In the extenuating battles between Nominalists and Real-
ists two philosophical currents of the time the Abbot of Clairvaux 
never tired of repeating that only one name counts, that of Jesus of 
Nazareth. "All food of the soul is dry", he professed, "unless it is 
moistened with this oil; insipid, unless it is seasoned with this salt. 
What you write has no savour for me unless I have read Jesus in 
it" (In Canticum Sermones XV, 6: PL 183, 847). For Bernard, in 
fact, true knowledge of God consisted in a personal, profound ex-
perience of Jesus Christ and of his love. And, dear brothers and 
sisters, this is true for every Christian: faith is first and foremost a 
personal, intimate encounter with Jesus, it is having an experience of his closeness, his friendship and his love. It is 
in this way that we learn to know him ever better, to love him and to follow him more and more. May this happen to 
each one of us! 

In another famous Sermon on the Sunday in the Octave of the Assumption the Holy Abbot described with passionate 
words Mary's intimate participation in the redeeming sacrifice of her Son. "O Blessed Mother", he exclaimed, "a 
sword has truly pierced your soul!... So deeply has the violence of pain pierced your soul, that we may rightly call 
you more than a martyr for in you participation in the passion of the Son by far surpasses in intensity the physical 
sufferings of martyrdom" (14: PL 183, 437-438). Bernard had no doubts: "per Mariam ad Iesum", through Mary we 
are led to Jesus. He testifies clearly to Mary's subordination to Jesus, in accordance with the foundation of traditional 
Mariology. Yet the text of the Sermone also documents the Virgin's privileged place in the economy of salvation, 
subsequent to the Mother's most particular participation (compassio) in the sacrifice of the Son. It is not for nothing 
that a century and a half after Bernard's death, Dante Alighieri, in the last canticle of the Divine Comedy, was to put 
on the lips of the Doctor Mellifluus the sublime prayer to Mary: "Virgin Mother, daughter of your own Son, / hum-
ble and exalted more than any creature, / fixed term of the eternal counsel" (Paradise XXXIII, vv. 1 ff.). 

These reflections, characteristic of a person in love with Jesus and Mary as was Bernard, are still a salutary stimulus 
not only to theologians but to all believers. Some claim to have solved the fundamental questions on God, on man 
and on the world with the power of reason alone. St Bernard, on the other hand, solidly founded on the Bible and on 
the Fathers of the Church, reminds us that without a profound faith in God, nourished by prayer and contemplation, 
by an intimate relationship with the Lord, our reflections on the divine mysteries risk becoming an empty intellectual 
exercise and losing their credibility. Theology refers us back to the "knowledge of the Saints", to their intuition of 
the mysteries of the living God and to their wisdom, a gift of the Holy Spirit, which become a reference point for 
theological thought. Together with Bernard of Clairvaux, we too must recognize that man seeks God better and finds 
him more easily "in prayer than in discussion". In the end, the truest figure of a theologian and of every evangelizer 
remains the Apostle John who laid his head on the Teacher's breast. 

I would like to conclude these reflections on St Bernard with the invocations to Mary that we read in one of his 
beautiful homilies. "In danger, in distress, in uncertainty", he says, "think of Mary, call upon Mary. She never leaves 
your lips, she never departs from your heart; and so that you may obtain the help of her prayers, never forget the ex-
ample of her life. If you follow her, you cannot falter; if you pray to her, you cannot despair; if you think of her, you 
cannot err. If she sustains you, you will not stumble; if she protects you, you have nothing to fear; if she guides you, 
you will never flag; if she is favourable to you, you will attain your goal..." (Hom. II super Missus est, 17: PL 183, 
70-71). 



   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. Bernard, St. Paul, MN A 4C 02-0066

Bradshaw Funeral & Cremation Services
Funerals • Cremation • PrePlansm • Grief Resource Service
1078 Rice Street Saint Paul, Minnesota 55117    (651) 489-1349

Visit our website: www.bradshawfuneral.comProud to be family owned and operated

FUNERAL HOME
 ROSEVILLE LINO LAKES
 2130 N. Dale st. 7050 Lake Drive
 651-487-2550 651-784-3390

Family Owned & Operated

www.muellerbies.com

TOM’S 
MOBIL SERVICE
Complete Auto Service
Full Serv. Gasoline Maint. & Repair
Family Owned & Operated Since 1957

489-9897 
1935 N. RICE  489-7807

Milmarket Inc.  
(BP on Rice)

Gas • Groceries • Lottery
1440 Rice St. (at Arlington) 

651.487.2932
Save 5 cents per Gallon

www.aesopstable.com
919 N. Dale St. St.Paul, MN 55103

651-488-6591

•DELI
•BBQ
•CATERING

BOX LUNCH
PARTY TRAYS

FUNERAL LUNCHEONS 

Bob Carlin, Owner
(651) 487-2851

1201 Rice St. • St. Paul, MN  55117
Full Service Auto Repair

Contact Tom Maakestad to place an ad today!
tmaakestad@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5858

PRESCHOOL THROUGH 8TH GRADE

mmsaschool.org
651-489-1459

NEW PRESCHOOL OFFERINGS 
Full & half day options with  

2, 3, or 5 days available

INDEPENDENT LIVING • ASSISTED LIVING • MEMORY CARE

651.222.2003 • SevenHillsSeniorLiving.com •

NOW Leasing!

Be the FIRST to 
live in your unit!

651–222–2003

(651) 728-6993 


