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Greetings! I have some updates regarding the life and mission of our parish community. 

As we begin a new year of ministry in our church and school, I have chosen the theme 

 This is the joy that comes when we’re where God wants us to be.  It is knowing that I am present to 

God, and that God is present to me and at my side.  It is knowing that God died for me, and desires that I 

might dwell with him for all eternity.  It is knowing God.

rather, seek the joy that comes from being with God. Experiencing this joy comes from living like Christ, who 

us, not even COVID-19?

“I've told you this so that my joy might be in you and your joy might be complete.” (John 15:11) 

Our mission remains the same: making Jesus Christ known and loved. It is why we are here. OLG exists to help 

others to know the love and kindness of God. This is the reason OLG has all the ministries that we have. This 

is the reason we celebrate Sunday Mass. It is also the reason we continue to improve our ministries, grounds 

and facilities. It drives our continued existence as a parish. 

Our mission can sometimes seem hindered. And, certainly, during these last months as our world lives 

under the shadow of the coronavirus pandemic and social unrest, we as a parish community have had to 

pause, pivot, adjust and rethink our ministries many times. Our methods have adapted, but our mission 

remains steadfast. Amidst all the obstacles of life, there's a temptation to simply stop, to put our head in the 

sand and pretend the world doesn't exist. Yet that isn’t how Christ lived, nor how he would want us to live. 

Rather, like Christ, let us continue to engage our mission at this time with generosity, prudence, humility, 

creativity, kindness, trust in God’s providence, deep faith, hope, love and, above all, joy.

In Christ,

Father Kevin Finnegan
Pastor

Prayer Service commissioning us to the mission of making Jesus Christ known and loved
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OUR MISSION HAS NOT CHANGED, BUT OLG PIVOTS

combination of circumstances that surround us can amass into an overwhelming and seemingly insurmountable obstacle. 
How do we respond?

continue our mission of making Jesus Christ known and loved. Now, more than ever, we must embrace our mission with
intentionality and determination.  

In the Old Testament book of Numbers, Moses sends Caleb and eleven other Israelites to scout out a land they seek to 

lost hope at the sight of the giants, Caleb chose to cling to the belief that God was with them and would be faithful to his 

as his people, to live and embrace our mission with steadfast resolve.

voices and our lives. 
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NAVIGATING
SOCIAL REALITIES
the ease to serve through the various ministries of our 
parish community. This limitation has the potential to 
disconnect and isolate us from one another, but this does 
not have to be the case. It is important for each of us, even if 
we aren’t serving in one of the multitude of ministries here 
at OLG, to continue to pray for and remain connected to 
other members of our church and school. It will require 
some creativity, but participation leads to connectivity, 
which leads to commitment—all of which are foundational
building blocks of a vibrant faith community.

In addition to limited access to community, we have 
witnessed a disturbing rise in civil unrest. Unresolved 
issues of historical and systematic injustices have erupted 

might be, we have the responsibility as people of faith to 
respect the dignity of each human person. It’s not a time for 
further agitation and accusation, but rather a time for us to 

of choosing aggression and reactivity, we have
opportunities to seek genuine understanding, doing our 

acceptable ways of engaging real issues of injustice. In this 
endeavor, we must work together and guard ourselves 
against disunity and division.  

Following Jesus’s instructions to love one another as he has 
loved us, let us focus our energy towards the greater good 
together – in our families and parish, as well as in our

to those places. Jesus uses even the humblest of us and the 
smallest acts of charity and mercy to shine brightly into the 
world.

ENGAGING CHALLENGES
our circumstances:

Our Senior Connect team has made over 6,000 phone calls 
to seniors in our parish.

Thousands of people, from Maine to Vietnam, have 
received grace and connection to Jesus through our 
live-streamed Mass, available on our website and broad-
cast on Fox 9+. As we gradually reopen, our livestream 
Mass continues, extending our presence and the Gospel 
message to thousands, but especially to the elderly and 
homebound.

In the middle of March, our school leaders heroically 
engaged in an unprecedented act of adaptability and 
responsiveness as our school embraced distance learning. 

ever-changing recommendations and protocols. Over the 

resources and spaces ready for the arrival of 674 kids to the 
halls of OLG School this past Tuesday.

Rather than cancelling Vacation Bible School, our Faith 
Formation team re-imagined it, providing it virtually for 
our families (and somehow a family in California heard 
about it and joined us too!). Celebrating the Sacraments 

First Commu-
nions, several  and even baptized a number 
of adults into the life of grace this summer.

Commitment to our mission is still clearly alive and central 
to the life of Our Lady of Grace. Even so, each of us has the 
responsibility of living our mission. Every one of us must 

this time? Am I going to be reactive and emotionally 
driven, or will I respond with virtue, charity and integrity? 

challenge before us is not whether we will have a response, 
but rather will this response give witness to the Gospel of 
Christ and cause us to grow ever deeper and closer in our 

another, God turns the obstacles we face into the channels 
through which faithfulness, fortitude, justice, magnanimity 
and joy are born into our lives and the world around us.
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PRESSING AHEAD

Third, we must be parish ministry ready. 
beautiful live-streamed liturgies and compassionate pastoral care to the sick, elderly and dying as well 
as their families. This accompaniment continues. Members of OLG have enthusiastically stepped 
forward in our service to the poor, needy and hungry at Sharing and Caring Hands, St. Stephen’s food 

Sunday School ministries begin in the next several weeks as well. 

First, we need to continue to be ever more ready for Sunday Mass. 
safety concerns for the sake of all participants, ministers and volunteers so that our Sunday liturgies can 

weddings, baptisms and funerals. Thank you for your cooperation and assistance as

availability: outdoor Masses, use of Cassidy Hall and added times of Reconciliation. It’s impressive, the 
number of people taking advantage of Reconciliation, especially among our young adults! 

Second, we need to be school-ready. 
adjusting our Mass and parish schedule, to make sure that our campus continues to be a safe

others. Thank you for your patience and cooperation, especially our Men’s Club, who spent an entire 
day moving furniture from various classrooms to another. Our 674 students are so very grateful.

STILL ADVANCING OUR MISSION
the face of giants, stood by the Lord’s promises and pressed forward, clinging to God’s 
word. In the same way, we also continue to move forward in faith with our Advancing 
Our Mission campaign, trusting that this is God’s initiative and promise to us. He has 
led us to dedicate our energy and resources to making more room for his work to thrive 
here at Our Lady of Grace. 

Again, please know that this campaign is not primarily about improving physical 
making Jesus Christ known and loved. 

break ground on our new educational wing this past spring, we are now resolved to do 

Priest Residence nears completion, Father Nathan and Father Kevin will move in the 
next several weeks. This will provide our priests a place to share life and prayer together, 
as well as support and encourage each other. And yes, we’ll have an Open House! 



6 |  Our Lady of Grace • 5071 Eden Ave, Edina, MN 55436  

FINANCIAL STABILITY
2020-2021 Budget
The health of our mission depends on a high level of diligence with our 

persisted despite the circumstances surrounding us. This was particularly 

participating in our school, faith formation, parish ministries and liturgies are 
kept safe and healthy. A conservative estimate projects a cost expenditure of 

your continued generosity this year is not only appreciated, but necessary, 
now more than ever.

Prayer, Tithing and Service

even more intentionally. Stewardship is a commitment to prayer, tithing 

Each one of us can use this time to root ourselves more deeply in Christ 
through 
or any 10 minutes of each day – to be with the Lord in prayer, encouraging 
those around us in the process to do the same. Take advantage of the
beautiful Adoration Chapel or visit the Church for even a couple of 
minutes every week. Become even more aware of Christ’s Real Presence in 
the Eucharist. 

Let us renew our commitment to tithing, to giving a percentage of our 

more 
than
this year? Again, tithing expresses our gratitude to God for all the
blessings that he is giving to us. Further, tithing demonstrates our trust in 
God, who provides all that we need. 

Lastly, let us renew our commitment to . Even if our 

new form, we can still serve one another in our homes, neighborhoods, 
places of work and schools. To serve is to say yes to love. To love is to be 
like God.

in doing so, imitate Christ. He spent His life for us—our salvation. Jesus, 

told you this so that my joy might be in you and your joy might be 
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time for Mass, although not on Fridays. And our late afternoon confessions have proven very fruitful, so we made a 
commitment to continue providing them. On Fridays, Mass will be at 9:00 AM, with afternoons typically busy with

coming back from cabins,  families have expressed that 5:00 PM is far more conducive for family life, especially with school 
on Monday. 

choices to partake in the Sacraments.

Mass
Mondays-Thursdays,*6:15 AM, 5:30 PM

Fridays, 9:00 AM
Saturdays, 8:30 AM, 5:00 PM

Sundays, 7:30 AM, 9:30 AM, 11:30 AM, *5:00 PM

Reconciliation
Mondays-Thursdays, *4:30 - 5:20 PM

Saturdays, 9:00 - 10:00 AM
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Giving
Every gift that you make helps advance our 
mission of making Jesus Christ known and 

our parish operations. Here’s how you can 
continue to help, especially during the 
COVID-19 pandemic:

Online
Sign up for online giving. An automated 
donation means you can support us
continually, easily and without having to be 
present physically.

Go to www.olgparish.org/give to sign up and 
begin making your secure contribution.

Mail
Mail in your weekly contribution within 

Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church
ATTN: Stewardship Giving
5071 Eden Ave
Edina, MN  55436


