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Tidings of Joy!
Merry Christmas
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Dear Parishioner

I am grateful to be a member of this parish and walk with you during this pandemic. As we celebrate 

the last days of Advent, moving towards celebrating Christmas and enjoying what Christ brings to all 

watch it on Fox 9, how odd it will be seeing the church more empty than full. How strange to celebrate 

Christmas with no big choirs singing and families packing the pews like sardines. How I love greeting 

today more than ever, let us rejoice and give thanks. And pray. Pray for those separated from family 

personnel. Especially prayer for members of our parish and families who live in health care facilities 

and nursing homes, some haven't been hugged by a family member in a long very long time. 

A year ago, I preached on Christmas morning about the joy that comes from Just One Yes. I pray that 

you may continue to whisper in your hearts – Just One Yes and with your lives you might 

Yourself.

see, God knows what is happening – and has chosen you – each one of us – to live at this time – for his 

glory and to serve the needs of our day and age.

Father Kevin Finnegan
Pastor

Christmas Day 2020
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process for the whole community as these teens prepare to be sealed with the 

and accompaniment through the preparation.  

This year, we incorporated a series of talks on the Kerygma into the program, 
recognizing the urgency to proclaim the Good News of Christ to participants. 
During this series we talked about God’s love, how sin breaks our
relationship with Him, and the impact of Jesus’ death and resurrection for 
our salvation. During the last session, we invited the teens to make – or renew 
– the decision to follow Christ. It was very powerful to witness 60 teens come 
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Answering the Call to J.O.Y.
Obviously we don’t perform a miracle like Jesus did in multiplying the small amount of food to feed thousands, but we do 
follow his example of concern for those who are hungry. He knew that His followers needed to be fed, that they were 
human beings who needed food and nourishment for the tasks before them. We follow in His footsteps when we, too, 
provide food for the hungry and recognize the humanity of those in need. There is joy in helping to meet another person’s 
basic needs, in knowing that in some small way, we made life easier that day. One of the really simple, yet essential ways 

month after month. For example, there’s a woman who consitently visits, bringing containers to “sneak” extra food out of 
the dining room. Even though we all know she does this, we look for her each month, worrying when she isn’t there, rejoic-
ing when we see her again. Over the years, our volunteers have baked hundreds of dozens of beautifully decorated cookies 
and cupcakes that have brought big smiles from the guests. We get to experience the vicarious joy of watching a child 
debate between desserts that were baked just for this occasion, wondering whether the cupcake or the big cookie will win. 
Kids’ faces just light up when they get to choose something fun like dessert, not just whether or not to have green beans.  

meal, we pause to pray together. We thank God for our blessings and the opportunity to serve His people. Each one of our 

experiencing the joy that answering that call brings.

Melissa Miller,

Saturday, February 20
This year’s gala will be a virtual event with plenty of fun 
and surprises, so please mark your calendar for that 
evening.

cause. Please contact our event co-chairs regarding
sponsorship opportunities and auction item donations 
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            The Joy of Giving
Throughout the school year, our students and families have 
been sharing their time, talents and treasures with us. Our 
school community has pivoted during this pandemic to help us 

gave their time to assist us in moving furniture and materials to 

and creativity in adapting the much loved and traditional 
events that we could not do during the pandemic. Our school 
initiatives, which have been overwhelmingly supported, have 

Hands. The joy that you feel in your heart when helping the less 
fortunate is what the spirit of Christmas is about.

Thank you for helping us bring joy to others through
your prayers and supporting the events and
activities at the school. 

Mrs. Ginger Vance,

Thursday, January 21, 6:30 PM, Virtual
 big enough to provide strong 

academics and small enough to foster a
supportive school experience. Come and see 
how our school’s nurturing faith environment 
and rigorous academics could be a match for 

of highly skilled educators, active parents, 

on a path for success in high school and beyond.
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-

easily connect with our brothers and sisters in Christ; we pray together, we sing our praises to God, we are being “church” 
together. The building may not be “church,” but its sense of place fosters what it means to be church and Christ for one 
another.

birthed precious babies, made in the image of God, in nine months. Now, we’ve birthed new ways of being church, too.

unable to leave their homes to protect their health. Others choose to worship virtually.

it often feels strange, and yet there have been moments of grace that we hope to carry beyond pandemic time. As Teresa 

have any greater trouble encountering us in the digital social space than in a hospital room, a refugee camp, a middle-class 
parish in Connecticut, or in my own kitchen or garden.”

snowy roads to receive Communion that hour. They were so hungry for the Eucharist, so hungry to receive Jesus after 

communion.”

Drive-through communion is one small way we have reimagined church. We witness deep gratitude for such a simple gift. 
It is Christmas. Jesus is the gift. We gather, virtually, in the sanctuary, or at the curb to receive this simple, precious gift. And 
our response is joy.

Beryl Schewe,
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How do you celebrate when you can have no more than four singers? How 
can you sing when you are 6’ or more apart? How will we blend our 
strengths, weaknesses, likes and dislikes to represent all of our music

ever done that?

When our choirs were abruptly stopped because of the Covid outbreak in 

have had music every week – beautiful music that blesses those who make it 
and blesses even more those who hear it. We have been able to bring good 

have done so with willing hearts and spirits. They know that music is the 
prayer that touches people. They have never once said “no” when we have 
asked. They have always come with a smile and the genuine love of singing 
for God. Even when they or members of their families were ill with Covid or 

well, even if in abbreviated form. The world needs music, our souls need 
music, our prayers are brought to life through music. It is my grateful heart 
that is singing this Christmas, for all the people who make music in our 

for all of us who have been sidelined, we can still sing the carols in our hearts, 
we can still lift up our gratitude and we can look forward to the day when  we 

Shelly Aebi,



We extend our sincere gratitude and appreciation for all 
our bulletin supporters listed on our website at
www.olgparish.org/bulletins. Please consider these 
businesses and individuals when you may need their 
services.

Every gift that you make helps advance our mission of 
making Jesus Christ known and loved and maintains the 

Sign up for online giving. Visit www.olgparish.org/give 
to sign up and begin making your secure contribution.

Mail in your weekly contribution

Tidings of Joy!
Merry Christmas


