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TAKING ANOTHER LOOK

Great Question from a Pauper 

  As I embarked on my last year of university 

studies, I began to wonder whether I had 

chosen the wrong path, not because I wasn’t 

enjoying the field of journalism. I was. “But Is 

this what God wants of me?” How could I 

know? 

   Then, it came to me - a great idea. Why not 

learn from the great disciples of old? How did they come to discern 

God’s will for them? So, off I went to the library at the campus 

ministry center, straight to the biography shelves. 

   There I found a biography of St. Thomas Aquinas (1225 – 1274). 

I’d heard of him, of course, so I might as well have started there. I 

worked my way through his story, which I found interesting but 

frankly not very captivating. So, back to the library I went. This time, 

a semi-fictionalized biography of one of the best known and loved 

saints of history (and not by Christians alone), St. Francis of Assisi 

(1181 – 1226), made its way home with me. We celebrate his feast 

day this Monday. 

   You know him - the guy whose image adorns many a Catholic 

family’s back yard, sometimes in the form of a statue in a birth bath. 

Nine hundred years after his lifetime, most people might describe 

him simply as a man who lived poorly and loved animals. Such a 

description is overly simplistic, of course. And it is inaccurate 

because it misses the question of “why?” Why would a very popular 

young man, born into a rather wealthy merchant family, give that all 

away to live as a pauper? And why did he feel such a connection 

with the non-human creatures he encountered? 

   The answers can be found in two desires that had grown in him, 

both related to his relationship with Jesus Christ: 1) to have “perfect 

joy,” as he termed it; and 2) to live with “perfect freedom.” 

   “Do I have perfect joy yet?” he’d ask himself. And here’s is the 

scenario that could answer the question for him. If he could arrive 

back home after a long 13th century journey on foot (read: no 

vehicle, no heat, no protection from the winter precipitation),  and 

there have one of the brothers at the door three times turn him 

away as being unrecognizable, and still have joy in his heart, he 

then would know he had reached “perfect” joy, a joy based in only 

one thing: “God loves me and that’s all I need.” Perfect  joy! No 

person nor situation could take that it away. 

   But, “Do I yet have perfect freedom?”, was his next question. How 

could he know? “If the Lord today would call me to go elsewhere, or 

to embark on some new task of service for him, would I be willing 

and able to immediately drop everything and head out on the road 

of God’s request without delay and with total willingness?” If so, he 

would have reached the state of perfect freedom! 

   In what I have described so far, you find the “why?” of his choice 

to live very poorly. Such a path would keep him free from any 

attachments that might cause him pause and/or bring him regret. 

And he could monitor his joy in all of life’s toughest situations. Was 

it still there, unsquashed by anything lesser than God’s love? 

 

     —continued in next column 

     

  

 But, what about the animal thing? Did Francis really like animals?  

Frankly, this we really don’t know. And that’s perfectly fine 

because that’s not the point. What we do know is that St. Francis 

paid attention to and always respected the other creatures of the 

earth, not because he had some personal attraction to them but 

because of a certain belief he held: that every creature bears a bit 

of God’s image. Therefore, by paying close attention to God’s 

creatures, we come to better know and understand God himself, 

Francesco believed. 

   And, by respecting the creatures, we grow in respect for God 

himself. Would you disrespect an actual “painting” of God? Of 

course, not. Well then, do not disrespect the images of God all 

around us in nature! 

   So, now as we remember Francis on Monday, we can all 

remember him a bit more accurately. And perhaps we’ll allow his 

example to more powerfully enter into our hearts, where it can call 

out to us: “Are you yet perfectly free? always joyful in recognition 

of God’s love for you? and continually coming to know God more 

deeply through the glimpses of him that greet you each day?” 

Thank you, St. Francis, for asking the great questions. Pray for us 

as we seek out the great answers for ourselves all these centuries 

later! 

 

                       —Father Michael 

 

[Offering a look back on last weekend’s homily]  

From Sunday, September 26, 2021  

  The Holy Gospel according to Mark shocks us a bit. Over 

three middle chapters, Jesus prophesies three times that the Son 

of Man must be put to death. In each case, the Apostles, the great 

Christian heroes, respond in less than stellar ways. 1) Peter 

rebukes Jesus. 2) The apostles and other disciples begin arguing 

about which of them is greatest. Then, John announces that he 

and others had tried to shut down several people who 

were teaching about Jesus, merely because they were not in 

the same group with the apostles. 3) James and John ask Jesus if 

they can have the special places to the right and left of Jesus in 

the Kingdom. In each case, the apostles are sternly rebuked by 

Jesus, but seem incapable of turning from their self-serving 

interests.   

    Jesus announces that He must be a suffering servant. But 

the apostles seem incapable of turning from their self-serving 

interests. The Gospel’s author’s telling of these incidents so close 

together seems disrespectful of the apostles. But perhaps this 

progression may have been so structured to shock us into 

paying close attention to the point: essential to being a disciple of 

Jesus is humility. True disciples do not consider themselves better 

or more valuable than others, even unbelievers. They must 

become humble servants.  

     —continued on next page 
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PONDERING THE MORSELS continued

   Today, we here frequent voices of Christians proclaiming 

superiority over others for many reasons, even claiming it simply 

because they are Christians. Perhaps this is a good week to spend 

some serious time with this sharply-put lesson from Mark’s Gospel-

telling!  

 1. Does arrogance live within my heart, causing me to lord it 

  over or judge others in any way, viewing them as inferior to 

  me?  

 2. Do I seek to inhibit others’ path toward full entry and  

  inclusion in the life of God’s mercy and richness, not only in 

  eternity but this time on earth as well?   

3.  How might I challenge my heart to listen to God’s ways,  

  rather than the world’s ways in this?  

MASS ADDITION 

   Starting this weekend October 3

rd

 we are adding the Sunday 

6:00 pm Mass to our temporary Mass schedule. We will 

need help supporting all the Mass ministries. Contact 

Sue Valois at sue@ccmn.org or 651-846-9213 if you are 

able to help. 

 

WITH GRATITUDE 

 The family of Bea Huberty wishes to extend their 

heartfelt appreciation for the cards, prayers, kindness 

and sympathy during this difficult time. A Special 

thanks to Toni and Father Michael.  —Duane & Family 

 

THANK YOU 

 The parking lots have recently 

been restriped.  Thanks to Joe 

Kieffer, Scott’s Kieffer’s father.  

Joe works for Wagner Spraytech.  Joe and a few employees, 

donated their time and equipment to restripe the parking lot.   

 

THE WORD AMONG  US 

 Please pick up your complimentary copy of the October 

edition  of the Word Among Us.  Copies are available in 

the Parish Office entryway and in Church. 

 

LITURGICAL DANCE—ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 Have you enjoyed having liturgical dance ministry as part of our 

liturgies?  Have you thought about joining the liturgical dance 

ministry team?  Now is your chance to give it a try.  This is open to 

youth from grade 6 to 

adult.  We are starting to 

prepare for dancing as part of 

the Advent liturgies.  Our 

practices will follow the 

Sunday 10 am Masses and will start October 31.  If you are 

interested or have questions contact Sue Valois,  sue@ccmn.org   

                          Praise God with Drums and Dancing! 

PARISH NEWS 

27TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 Archbishop Fulton Sheen said, “It takes three to make love, not 

two: you, your spouse, and God.” Apart from the incarnation of God 

in Jesus Christ, nothing speaks better of God’s incarnate love than 

marriage. God designed it this way. We place great value on love 

and rightly so. What we fail to realize, however, is that love, its very 

presence and place in our lives, is not simply part of the human 

package deal. Love comes from God. It is one of God’s greatest 

gifts to human beings. When we begin to realize that our very ability 

to love is sacred, it changes up how we see the essence of life, and 

purpose and sanctity of marriage. 

 God is love. It stands to reason then that if we follow the path of 

unconditional, self-emptying love we will then stumble upon God. It 

is precisely this intimate wedding of God with love that gives such 

eloquence and honor to the love between husband and wife. As a 

living sign of Christ’s love for the Church and for humanity, 

husbands and wives speak volumes of God’s unconditional 

incarnate love for all of his children! The Divine power that brings 

unity and life to marriage is so strong that once joined, it really 

cannot be separated. 

 Admittedly, marriage covenants can be extremely difficult to 

negotiate and, at times, very painful to experience. God’s perfect 

divinity always meets our broken and imperfect humanity. God is 

okay with this setup as he created it this way. Our loving is never as 

unconditional as God’s and often tainted by our own imperfections, 

needs, memories, hurts, sinfulness, and weakness. All of this 

baggage negatively impacts even the most well-intentioned 

marriages, causing them to be hurtful and empty. We are love 

works in progress. God can succeed in perfecting our love only if 

we keep our eyes fixed on him as the source of that love. That’s 

why marriage is always about three and not just two. 

 The Divine intimacy at the heart of marriage is what can make 

them celebrations of great union and happiness. Couples who are 

still madly in love with each other after many years, still looking at 

each other with that timeless twinkle in their eyes, best tell the story 

of God’s oneness with humanity. Honor, celebrate, and support 

those who have accepted a vocation to marriage. Living in a world 

that easily pulls relationships apart, may they find hope and 

inspiration from their faith companions who are on the same 

journey!    ©LPi 

 

PUBLIC SQUARE ROSARY RALLY—OCT 16 

 Over 100 years ago Our Lady appeared in Fatima on October 9th 

and 70,000 people witnessed the miracle of the sun. 

 All parishioners from both Corpus Christi and Saint Rose of Lima 

are invited to come and take part in a Public Square Rosary Rally 

on October 16 at noon at Corpus Christi.  It will be one of thousands 

of rallies taking place all over the United States.  We will be praying 

for peace, and to end the persecution of Christians, and for 

increased faith in God in our Country.   

 We will be gathering outside at the corner of Fairview and County 

Road B.  The gathering will last about an hour so you might want to 

bring a chair if you need to sit down.  If you can’t stay for the whole 

time, you can come and go as needed.   

 Questions?  Call Sharon Valois at 651-775-6262. 

GOSPEL REFLECTION
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CHURCH OF CORPUS CHRISTI 

2131 Fairview Avenue North, Roseville, MN  55113 

TELEPHONE 651-639-8888 

AFTER HOURS EMERGENCY 651-846-9212 

PARISH CENTER HOURS    

  8 am to 3 pm Monday -Thursday, 8 am to noon on Fridays 

        

EMAIL office@ccmn.org  WEBSITE  www.ccmn.org 

2131 Fairivew Avenue North, Roseville, MN 55113 

 

Pastor  651-846-9211 

  Fr. Michael Goodavish, fathermichael@ccmn.org 

Deacon  651-470-7572 

  Glenn Skuta 

Business Administrator/Pastoral Minister  651-846-9212 

  Toni Leach, toni@ccmn.org 

Administrative Assistant  651-846-9210 

  Maureen Connelly, maureen@ccmn.org 

Coordinator of Liturgy and Music  651-846-9213 

  Sue Valois, sue@ccmn.org 

Director of Faith Formation  651-846-9215 

  Scott Kieffer, scott@ccmn.org   

Maintenance  651-639-8888 

  Greg Graf, office@ccmn.org   

 

Gathering Area Kitchen  651-846-9220 

Sacristy  651-846-9221 

School Faith Formation Office  651-846-9222 

 

WEEKEND MASSES—CHURCH 

  Saturday………..5:00 pm            Sunday...10:00 am & 6:00 pm

  

DAILY MASS—CHURCH       

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday………..7:30 am  

     

BAPTISM 

  Congratulations! Catechetical class required. Please contact the 

Parish Center for more details and registration at 651-639-8888. 

MARRIAGE 

  Congratulations!  Please contact the pastor one year prior to 

scheduling a wedding date. 

BULLETIN  DEADLINE                     MASS ANNOUNCEMENTS 

   Monday at 9:00 am    Thursday at 9:00 am

 

GROWING THROUGH LOSS 

 St. Philip’s Lutheran Church, 6180 Hwy 65 NE, Fridley, 

MN  55421 763-571-1500    6:45pm  to 9pm.   

�� Oct 4  Topic:  Coping with Holidays and 

Special Days  Paul Johnson, Bereavement 

Educator 

Registration takes place each program night at the 

host church. Each session is complete in itself. You 

are welcome to attend one or all. Donations are accepted.  

    For more information, call Margie Alexander at  

763-755-5335. Due to COVID-19, if you are not fully 

vaccinated, please wear a mask. 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 4 

  7:30 am—Mass—Church     

  6:00 pm—Synod Meeting—Gathering Area

 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 5 

  7:30 am—Mass—Church      

  8:00 am—Farmers’ Market   

  9:30 am—Bible Study—Gathering Area 

10:00 am—Bible Study—Room 6 

  7:30 pm—BAT Committee Meeting—Gathering Area 

 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 6 

  5:00 pm—Middle School Retreat—Gathering Area   

  7:00 pm—Bible Study—Room 9 

  7:00 pm—Moms in Prayer—Room 4 

  7:00 pm—Confirmation Class—School Wing 

  7:00 pm—Faith Formation Class—School Wing 

 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 7 

  7:30 am—Mass—Church      

 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 8 

11:00 am—Chuck Cermak Funeral—Church 

 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9 

  4:00 pm—Reconciliation—Reconciliation Room 

  5:00 pm—Mass—Church 

 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 10 

10:00 am—Mass—Church 

  6:00 pm—Mass—Church 
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WEEK OF OCTOBER 3, 2021 

Sunday:   Gn 2:18-24/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6 [cf. 5]/ 

  Heb 2:9-11/Mk 10:2-16 or 10:2-12 

Monday:  Jon 1:1—2:2, 11/Jon 2:3, 4, 5, 8/ 

  Lk 10:25-37 

Tuesday:  Jon 3:1-10/Ps 130:1b-2, 3-4ab, 7-8 [3]/ 

  Lk 10:38-42 

Wednesday:  Jon 4:1-11/Ps 86:3-4, 5-6, 9-10 [15]/ 

  Lk 11:1-4 

Thursday:  Mal 3:13-20b/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6  

  [Ps 40:5a]/Lk 11:5-13 

Friday:   Jl 1:13-15; 2:1-2/Ps 9:2-3, 6 and 16, 8-9 [9]/

  Lk 11:15-26 

Saturday:  Jl 4:12-21/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12 [12a]/ 

  Lk 11:27-28 

Next Sunday:  Wis 7:7-11/Ps 90:12-13, 14-15, 16-17 [14]/

 Heb 4:12-13/Mk 10:17-30 or 10:17-2 
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   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  Corpus Christi, Roseville, MN            A 4C 02-0080

Sales | Service | Supplies 
A-1 Vacuum Cleaner Co. 

2575 Fairview Ave. N. • Roseville, MN  

651-222-6316 
www.A-1Vacuum.com

“Individualized Solutions 
for Financial Achievement”

651-636-9654 
2230 Albert Street • Roseville

MEMBER FDIC 

651-231-6276 
500 Village Center Dr • North Oaks, MN 55127

marciahernick@edinarealty.com

TOM’S  
MOBIL SERVICE
Complete Auto Service
Full Service Gasoline Maint. & Repair

Family Owned & Operated Since 1957

489-9897   1935 N. RICE   489-7807

Bank Local. Bank Premier.
Roseville 

651.633.8880

Blaine
763.780.0385

Maplewood
651.777.7700

White Bear Lake
651.426.7800

Woodbury
651.578.6998

Hugo 
651.429.1280

www.premierbanks.com

www.roselawncemetery.com

  489-1720
803 West Larpenteur Avenue

Cris Young 
Realtor
20 Years Experience
(612) 558-7887 Cell
crisyoung@edinarealty.com
Licensed in Minnesota & Wisconsin

“The Area’s Most Enjoyable Senior Living Residence”

651-415-9793651-415-9793
www.AvinitySeniorLiving.org

Hearing Loss • Ringing in Ears
Understanding Speech

651-633-4642
2345 Fairview Ave W, Roseville

AmercasBestHearing.com

Contact Tim Browne to place an ad today! 
tbrowne@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2518

    
 
 

 
Est. 1905 • Owned and Operated by Our 
Founder’s Family for Four Generations 

ROSEVILLE: 2130 N. Dale Street 
(651) 487-2550 

 LINO LAKES: 7050 Lake Drive (Hwy 23) 
(651) 784-3390 

 www.muellerbies.com 
CREMATION • TRADITIONAL • PREPLANNING 


