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PUBLIC MASSES
Saturday 5:00 PM 
Sunday 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM
Wednesday 9:00 AM
Thursday 8:00 AM 
Friday 9:00 AM

LIVE STREAM OF MASSES
Sunday 9:00 AM
Wednesday 9:00 AM
Friday 9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturday 3:30-4:30 PM
Tuesday 5:30-6:00 PM
Wednesday 6:00-7:00 PM
Friday 8:00-8:45 AM
Also available by appointment 

ADORATION HOURS 
Sunday 6:00 PM - Friday 9:00 AM 

Due to the uncertainty surrounding COVID-19, 
our Sacraments Schedule is subject to change. 
Visit our website to learn more!

PARISH ADDRESS
19921 Nightingale Street NW 
Oak Grove, MN 55011

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Friday 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM

CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE
Phone: (763) 753-2011 
Email: stpats@st-patricks.org
Website: www.st-patricks.org
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Check out @st_patricks_mn 
for weekly updates, reminders, 
videos, and behind the scenes 
of Community Life!  

CONTACT US

SACRAMENTS SCHEDULE

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

JOIN OUR TEAM
Are you interested in writing for 
the Nightingale? We're looking for 
parishioners who would like to contribute 
to our quarterly magazine! Help us 
brainstorm article topics, write engaging 
articles, offer suggestions about the 
layout, and more. We'd love to hear from 
a wide range of "experts" within our 

parish (teachers, business leaders, health care workers, parents, 
college students, etc). All volunteers will work closely with our 
Communications Coordinator, Maria Furness. 

If you're interested in joining our team or want more 
information, email mfurness@st-patricks.org or call the parish 
office at 763-753-2011!

Dec 13, 
14, 16

EMPOWER: "THE VERTICAL LINE"
Featuring special guest Laura Kelly Fanucci.

CHRISTMAS MASSES
Dec 24: 4:00pm & 11:00pm, Dec 25: 10:00am.

Dec 13 PARISH PENANCE SERVICE
Join us for Reconciliation at 3:00pm.

Dec 31 
Jan 1

MARY, MOTHER OF GOD MASSES
Dec 31 at 6:00pm &  Jan 1 at 9:00am.

Jan 5 CATECHIST TOOLBOX SESSION
Open to Catechists, small group leaders, and more!

Dec 30 FAMILY DAY SKI TRIP
9:00am-4:00pm. For all youth and their families.

EMPOWER: "MOST POWERFUL LOVE STORY"
Featuring speaker Deacon George Stahl.

Dec 24 
Dec 25

Jan 10, 
11, 13

SPARK EVENT: FUN DAY AT ST. PATRICK
For formation students in 1st - 5th grade. 

Jan 18

Jan 22 MARCH FOR LIFE
For all high school youth and their families.

Feb 15 FAMILY DAY SKI TRIP
9:00am-4:00pm. For all youth and their families.
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"It doesn’t matter if you’ve been away 
from Mass since the pandemic began 
last March, or if you’ve been away for 
years. All baptized Catholics should 
ask why they go or don’t go to Mass, 
because the only answer that matters is 
whether I'm becoming the best version 
of myself."

- Father Eilen
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ORA PRO NOBIS - "PRAY FOR US"

Carol Beckman, Jerry Bisek, Pat Bourbeau, Dan Bratland, Winnie Conger, Kathy Coval, Danielle DeBiaso, Julie Dooley, Marie Ann Downs, 
Judy Gapp, Matt Gilderhus, Chet Hapka, Little Leo Jaeger, Mike King, Shirley Kopet, Kathy Johnson, Jerry Jones, Lucas Kramer, Jack Kuhn, 
Brad LeTourneau, Shirley Lockwood, Joseph & Patricia Merchlewicz, Susie Mogdans, Sam Morgan, Andie Oldham, Gayle Perra, Emily 
Perrin, Sean Pritchard, Blake Rebelein, Mary Rohr, Ron Schleicher, Lee Schoon, Doug Stein, Vern Suchla, Kelly Winczewski, those that are 
homebound, those suffering with Covid-19, those on our prayer chain, those written in our Book of Intentions, and all those serving in the 
military.

Need additional prayer? Please contact Cathy at 763-753-2011.

Please remember those of our parish who are ill and have asked for our prayers, especially: 

"SURVEY SAYS..."

Maria Furness,
Communications 
Coordinator

Welcome to the Winter 2020 edition 
of the Nightingale! It’s hard to believe 
that this is the 14th edition of our parish 
magazine. When we first dreamed up 
this project back in the fall of 2018, we 
had no idea how long it would last or if 
it would even be successful. Now, we are 
committed to creating four high-quality 
issues of the magazine a year. Over time 
we have made improvements to the 
delivery, format, and contents of our 
magazine. But one thing has remained 
the same—our goal to inspire and 
engage the people of the parish, and 
beyond. 

This magazine, first and foremost, is 
meant to bring Jesus to the people of 
our St. Patrick community. Each one 
of us has an individual and unique 
relationship with Christ, and we want our 
magazine to reflect that diversity. Some 
of our readers have deep and consistent 
prayer lives, and others haven’t prayed 
in months. Our needs are different and 
that’s okay. This magazine is intended 
to invite everyone to encounter Jesus 

and share in our St. Patrick community, 
no matter where they are on their faith 
journey. With that in mind, some of 
our articles may speak directly to your 
spiritual needs, and some will not. That’s 
okay too. Each article is written with a 
particular person in mind. Our hope is 
to invite everyone into the conversation, 
because every single person is a valued 
member of the Body of Christ. 

The Nightingale is meant to serve the 
needs of our parish—but what are those 
needs? We recently sent out a survey to 
gain insight into that very question and 
we learned a lot! Over 240 people shared 
their feedback with us about everything 
from their article ideas, to questions 
about the magazine’s cost. Sorting 
through the results was informative and 
enlightening. 

Here’s what we learned: 

Article Topics - The most popular 
magazine articles people want to read 
about include parish news, the basics 

of our faith, parishioner interviews, 
volunteer opportunities, and how the 
Church is relevant to life today. You also 
gave us a whole list of great ideas for 
future articles that we can't wait to write!

Magazine Cost - Over 20 people 
asked about the cost and delivery of 
the magazine. Great question! LPI, our 
bulletin printer, prints our magazines for 
FREE. In all, we spend roughly $400 on 
each issue of the magazine for postage 
and mailing. Mailing out the magazine 
is especially helpful during COVID so 
we can reach parishioners who may 
not regularly attend Mass. Some people 
expressed interest in saving the parish 
money by having the magazine emailed 
to them or available for pick up at church. 
Thank you for thinking of us! If this 
option appeals to you, email mfurness@
st-patricks.org or call the parish office to 
opt out of mailing, and indicate if you’re 
interested in our email or pick up option. 

Readership Demographics - While 
the majority of our readers seem to be 
women in their 60's who regularly attend 
Mass, we do our best to write articles 
for people at a wide range of ages and 
stages. Don't worry men, that includes 
you too!

Thank you to all of our wonderful 
readers, especially those who shared 
their incredibly helpful feedback with us! 
It is a true blessing to journey to Heaven 
with you, our beloved parishioners. 
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"BLESSED CARLO ACUTIS: A SAINT FOR MILLENNIALS (AND THE REST OF US)"
Recently, I’ve been super attracted to the 
lives of young saints, particularly a few 
amazing teenage saints. The feistiness of 
St. Philomena in the face of the creepy 
and barbaric Diocletian; the purity and 
depth of faith of St. Dominic Savio; the 
sincere forgiveness of St. Maria Goretti 
to her attacker before (and after) she 
died; and most recently, the amazing joy 
and zeal of a young boy who was just 
declared a “Blessed” this past October 
10, 2020: Carlo Acutis! I’d love to share his 
story with you, and how he has already 
touched our parish of St. Patrick in such 
a beautiful way!

Carlo was born on May 3, 1991 and 
was raised in Milan, Italy. His parents, 
Andrea and Antonia Acutis, were not 
regularly practicing Catholics. In fact, his 
mother Antonia said she had only been 
to Mass three times before Carlo was 
born. At the young age of 4, his devotion 
to Christ started to shine forth. Likely 
through the influence of his Catholic 
nanny, he started praying and asking 
hard questions, wanting to visit Jesus 
in every church they passed by. Antonia 
decided she better figure out how to 
answer these great questions, so started 
searching herself, and became Catholic. 

At the age of 7, Carlo begged to receive 
his first Holy Communion and started 
attending Mass, saying a rosary EVERY 
DAY, and went to Confession once a 
week! Later he would say, “The more 
Eucharist we receive, the more we will 
become like Jesus, so that on earth we 
will have a foretaste of Heaven.” Isn’t 
that beautiful?! Not that receiving the 
Eucharist magically or automatically 
changes us, but if our soul is in a state 
of grace, and we allow Jesus completely 
into our hearts, Christ can help us to 
not only become more like Him but 
also recognize Him so intimately that 
if/when Christ brings us to Heaven, we 
will already know it as a familiar home! 
We can literally experience this foretaste 
of Heaven DAILY! What a gift and great 
opportunity we have in receiving Jesus 
in the Eucharist! This is how Carlo lived 
every day, as he said it was his “highway 
to Heaven.” 

Carlo was known by his friends and 
classmates as a fun kid who was kind, 

generous, and a natural jokester. Having 
a gift for computer programming and 
a love for computer games, he had 
incredible wisdom and self-control 
with only allowing himself this activity 
for one hour a week. “What’s the use 
of winning 1,000 battles if you can’t 
beat your own passions?” His computer 
programming skills combined with his 
love for the Eucharist led him to start 
collecting information on Eucharistic 
miracles (where the host actually turns 
into a form of flesh we can physically 
see) from around the world. Carlo 
started this project at age 11! His desire 
was to visit them all, but not being able 
to, he instead created his website, “The 
Eucharistic Miracles of the World,” which 
later became the 140 panel display that 
we enjoyed at St. Patrick’s last month! (If 
you want to learn more, check out the 
website: miracolieucaristici.org). Thank 
you Blessed Carlo for blessing our parish 
with your work!

What I love the most about Carlo is that 
he was a typical, life-loving teenager. 
YET—he loved the things of this world 
without allowing them to become his 
identity or define his worth. He served 
because he saw Christ in each person 
he met. He lived an ordinary life in an 
extra-ordinary way! Isn’t this what we 
all desire in our hearts? He loved to say, 
“Everyone is born an original, but many 
people end up dying as photocopies.” 
Desiring nothing but the will of God in 

“Sadness is looking at oneself, happiness is looking at God. 
Conversion is nothing but a movement of the eyes.” 

- Blessed Carlo Acutis

his life, he was able to clearly know and 
serve God—and be originally himself—
by ministering to his friends whose 
parents were divorcing, buying sleeping 
bags and bringing hot beverages to the 
homeless, and eventually offering his 
suffering for the Holy Father at the time, 
Pope Benedict XVI. 

In September of 2006, Carlo started 
feeling sick. When what they thought 
was the flu didn’t go away, they took him 
to the hospital. Preparing his parents, 
he said, “Mama, I would like to leave this 
hospital, but I know I will not do so alive. I 
will give you signs though, that I am with 
God, I die happy because I did not spend 
my life on things not pleasing to God.” 
Carlo was diagnosed with one of the 
worst types of leukemia—Acute Myeloid 
Leukemia (AML or M3). His reaction 
was astounding: "I offer to the Lord the 
sufferings that I will have to undergo for 
the Pope and for the Church, so as not to 
have to be in Purgatory and be able to 
go directly to Heaven." Carlo died shortly 
after at the age of 15 on Oct. 12, 2006. 

READ MORE ON PAGE 10
Written by Lisa O'Keefe
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"TOP 10 CATHOLIC YOUTUBE CHANNELS" "HANDLING MONEY GOD'S WAY"

Linda Abel-Thomas,
Community Life 
Director

Rob Masloski,
High School & 
Middle School 
Formation Coordinator 

Since 2005, YouTube has changed the way we consume 
entertainment! As the largest video sharing platform in the 
world, YouTube reaches more 18-49 year olds than cable 
television, with 300 hours of video uploaded every minute! 
Now more than ever before, it's easier for Catholic churches, 
organizations, clergy, religious, and laity to share their faith in 
new and creative ways. As a result, there is a plethora of great 
resources available on the platform, and many of them go 
unnoticed simply because many people don’t know where to 
find them. So, here are my top 10 Catholic YouTube Channel 
recommendations:

1. Ascensions Presents: Outstanding Catholic speakers creating 
high quality and easy to consume videos on all aspects of our 
faith.
2. Breaking in the Habit: A young Franciscan priest sharing his 
faith, responding to current events, and explaining the more 
misunderstood aspects of our faith.
3. Bishop Robert Barron: Bishop Robert Barron has previously 
done great work with Bible studies, devotionals, and the like.  
You will find a whole lot more of the same on his YouTube 
channel.
4. Catholic Minute: Ken Yasinski provides a simple yet dynamic 
format to talk about the faith in bite size pieces.
5. The Catholic Talk Show: A laid back conversation between 
three Catholic men perfect for your commute to work, or to 
have on in the background while making dinner.  
6. A Catholic Mom’s Life: A Catholic Mom of five, sharing her 
wisdom and practical advice for families to grow in faith.
7. Blessed is She: A great resource for all Catholic women, 
building community and navigating life through daily 
devotions.
8. Catholic Central: A fast-paced and light-hearted look at 
Church history and doctrine. Great for kids!
9. Bible Project: No one does Christian animated videos better. 
Though the channel is not Catholic, the art and storytelling is 
outstanding.
10. Low-Key Catholic: It would be foolish for me not to take this 
opportunity to share my own YouTube channel in this list!  So if 
you are looking to see more from me, feel free to check it out.

Good riddance 2020 and hello 2021! I can’t speak for you, but I 
for one will not be sad to ring in a new year. If ever there was a 
year to set a New Year’s resolution, it’s 2021. 

A common New Year’s resolution is to get our finances in order; 
cut out unnecessary spending, live more simply, and get out of 
debt. At St. Patrick we know how amazing it feels to be out of 
debt, and we want everyone to know that feeling on a personal 
level. More importantly, we want to help you achieve that New 
Year’s resolution!  I am super excited to tell you that St. Patrick 
is already putting that goal into motion by offering every St. 
Patrick family a FREE one year membership to the Ramsey+ 
program. This is a $220 gift for your family offered at no cost to 
you—if you choose to participate.

The Ramsey+ program, created by the well-known financial 
guru Dave Ramsey, is an online platform where you will discover 
a plan to dump debt for good, save for emergencies, and have 
confidence for your future. Use the budgeting tool EveryDollar 
to take control of your money. Track your progress and hit your 
money goals faster with the BabySteps app. Ramsey+ will walk 
with you every step of the way. And did I mention Financial 
Peace University is included?! Get back on track financially in 
2021—even in a pandemic. There is something for everyone. 
Even if you are on track financially, there are always new ways 
to save.

From now until January, take some time to write down your 
2021 goals, and if getting out of debt is one of them, we 
encourage you to say “yes” to this amazing gift. Watch for more 
information about Ramsey+ in the coming weeks!

Romans 13:8 tells us “Let no debt remain outstanding, except 
the continuing debt to love one another, for whoever loves 
others has fulfilled the law.”  The St. Patrick community has a lot 
of love for you, and together we will make 2021 a year we want 
to remember!
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"CONFLICT: TURNING SORROW INTO JOY"
A couple of years ago, our St. Patrick staff 
learned about “The Five Dysfunctions 
of a Team” which started as a book by 
Patrick Lencioni, and soon became an 
entire movement for organizations 
all around the world. Though all five 
“dysfunctions” were extremely interesting 
and compelling, our team focused on one 
particular dysfunction: Fear of Conflict. 

Fear of Conflict  happens when teams 
hesitate to resolve natural conflicts that 
arise when working together.  In a healthy 
environment (such as family, workplace, 
neighborhood, or church), conflict is 
nothing more than “the pursuit of truth, 
or the best possible answer” (Lencioni). In 
an unhealthy environment, conflict can 
destroy relationships. That’s the story of 
“Sorrow Turned to Joy” that Jesus shares 
in John 16:16-24.

What we as a staff learned is that there 
are certain styles of conflict resolution, 
and depending on our style, we approach 
conflict differently. The various conflict 
resolution styles are: Competing, 
Collaborating, Compromising, Avoiding, 
and Accommodating (see chart below). 
We all took an online questionnaire, and 
with the help of a “team” expert, we were 
able to understand our own style and 
how best to interact with people of other 
styles. 

This was extremely enlightening to me 
personally, because my profile is primarily 
in the Competing style, with a secondary 
Compromising style. Though this often 
times can be useful and effective in 
leadership, it can also cause others to 
feel powerless, or afraid to share their 
position. I didn’t like learning that! I want 
others to feel valued and to trust I always 
appreciate their position.

Others on the team were high on the 
Avoiding style, where they tend to be less 
assertive and more cooperative when 
it comes to conflict resolution. Often 
times, an Avoider might not speak up on 
a particular topic, even though they have 
valuable feedback. If you ask an Avoider, 
“What’s wrong?” they might respond 
with, “Nothing is wrong” but their tone 
and body language say otherwise.

All of this is extremely interesting as we 

move closer to the holidays, a time of year 
when we gather with family members 
who we might not see too often. If you’re 
like many families, mine included, there 
might be unresolved conflict from years 
ago, and yet every time we gather, it never 
gets addressed. How do you deal with 
conflict around your family members? 
Does it cause dysfunction amongst 
others? 

Yes, unresolved conflict in the family 
is very different than in the workplace. 
Sometimes in families it might be best 
to leave things unresolved for the sake of 
others. Feelings get hurt and sometimes 
wounds are deep. But, keep in mind, the 
old saying, “time heals all wounds” is not 
always true! 

Here are a few steps to consider as you 
approach a family conflict:

1. Take time to pray and discern about a 
particular conflict. Approach the conflict 
in a Compromising and Collaborative 
manner, the two conflict styles I believe 
are best-suited for family issues. Use the 
graphic below to help as you plan your 
approach. 

2. Ask the person ahead of time if you 
can talk to them about something that’s 

on your heart. This allows both people to 
mentally prepare for the conversation. 

3. Reflect on some of these questions 
beforehand. What is our role in this 
particular conflict? How can I show that 
I am taking responsibility for part (or all) 
of the problem? If I don’t have the right 
conflict resolution style, can I call on 
another family member who might do a 
better job with the issue? 

4. Prepare yourself for the actual 
conversation. There is nothing wrong 
with having notes in a matter of such 
great importance. 

The bottom line: when it comes to 
conflicts in our life, we are meant to 
resolve them (Matthew 18:15) so we 
can move forward with our mission 
(Ephesians 4:31-32). When we think of 
resolving conflict as the “pursuit of truth 
or the best possible answer,” we can 
quickly see “sorrow turn to joy.” 

Dan Jaeger,
Business Administrator

(Thomas-Kilmann Conflict Mode Instrument)
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It doesn’t matter if you’ve been away 
from Mass since the pandemic began last 
March, or if you’ve been away for years. 
All baptized Catholics should ask why 
they go or don’t go to Mass, because the 
only answer that matters is whether I'm 
becoming the best version of myself.

As a priest ordained to invite others to 
know and live the good news of Jesus 
Christ and the undeserved gift and grace 
of the Mass, I could easily approach this 
through a theological lens. But it’s more 
important, for this Nightingale issue, to 
share—Why Mass?—in a way that invites 
every Catholic (practicing or not) to reflect 
more deeply on their personal relationship 
with God.

This past year has impacted our world 
in so many challenging ways. We have 
come face-to-face with an international 
pandemic, social unrest, wildfires, and a 
divisive election. Even our day-to-day life 
has changed—from how we interact with 
others, to the way we worship. 

Last March, out of concern for public 
safety (Covid-19), Archbishop Hebda 
temporarily suspended the celebration 
of public Masses, aligning with the 
Governor’s mandate. As a Church, we 
adapted and found other ways to seek 
the Lord—through livestream Masses, 
spiritual resources, and outreach to the 
sick/suffering. Thanks be to God, we safely 
returned to public Masses at the end of 
May to worship as a community. But these 
“unprecedented times” have highlighted 
a much larger question that has existed 
long before the pandemic of 2020—Why 
go to Mass? 

For some of us, we began attending Mass 
because our family went or because it 
was part of our faith formation process. 
Others of us attend out of obedience to 
the 10 commandments (“keep holy the 
Sabbath”). These are all great reasons for 
attending Mass. But like any personal 
relationship, if we don’t have an open, 
honest, and generous commitment to it, 
it’s easy for our affection and discipline to 
fade. Thus, we need something more to 
sustain us when we don’t see our place in 
the Church. 

As we get older, it’s all too easy to stop 
attending Mass. In 2006 the Australian 
Catholic Bishops Conference interviewed 
several former Catholics and found that 
their number one reason for leaving the 
Church was “getting out of the habit of 
going to Mass and not being able to think 
of a good reason to start going again” 
(Dixon). With this information in mind, it 
becomes clear why we need to examine 
our motivation for attending Mass.

Here are 5 compelling reasons to attend 
Mass on Sundays. (Given COVID-19, this 
assumes you are not of compromised health 
and are able to be in large gatherings). 

1. EUCHARIST. The Body, Blood, Soul, 
and Divinity of Jesus Christ is available to 
us!  It is the “source and summit” of our 
Christian life.  What better way to follow 
Jesus than to receive Him in the Eucharist!  
Sometimes Catholic belief in the Eucharist 
is hard for us to understand. It was hard for 
His followers too (John 6). If you struggle 
with belief in the Real Presence of Jesus 
Christ in the Eucharist—PRAY! He will help 
you.

2. GRACE.  Grace is like our anchor amid 
the seas of life. It’s God's undeserved 
gift to us that assists us in living a better 
life. It helps us in relationships, personal 
challenges, and grounds us in truth. 

3.COMMUNITY. We are the family of God.  
We’re not meant to go it alone.  At Mass we 
walk with Jesus in a special way, and with 
those around us in prayer and fellowship.  
Only through, with, and in Christ do we 
become the people of God.

4. PRAYER. The Mass is our “hour of power," 
loaded with Scripture and Tradition. There 
is singing, readings, praise, thanksgiving, 
forgiveness, the Lord's Prayer, and more. 
We pray both individually and as a family.  
If you struggle with coming to Mass, think 
of it as a personal conversation with God, 
led by a priest.  Belong, believe, be healed.

5. PRIORITIES.  Ask yourself if, in gratitude, 
you give at least one hour a week to God.  
Think about it. Our Father generously 
gives us 168 hours each week, and only 
asks for one hour in return. "Do this in 
remembrance of Me" (Luke 22:19).

Whether you’ve been away for a short time 
or longer, St. Patrick’s has a place for you. 
Consider joining us for Christmas, or even 
this Sunday. No matter when you decide 
to come, know that you're welcome and 
valued. We hope to see you soon!   

Father Eilen, 
Pastor
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"THE EPIPHANY: OUR SEARCH FOR GOD"

The Feast of the Epiphany is my favorite underrated feast in 
the whole liturgical calendar. Underrated and misunderstood.  
People tend to think it’s about three kings who bring gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh to the stable in Bethlehem. They 
drop off their gifts and are never heard from again. Hardly 
noteworthy.

First, they were NOT kings. That part is folklore. Scripture says 
they were “wise men,” probably scholars, who like modern 
scholars, were dependent on the government for their limited 
resources. They probably did not arrive at the stable, simply 
because they came from so far away. Jesus was most likely a 
toddler back in Nazareth by the time they found Him. It’s also 
unlikely that they arrived together, as they came from diverse 
directions.

But none of that matters very much to the real point of the 
narrative. Epiphany is about the quest, the search, the pursuit, 
the seeking, the longing to find something one cannot even 
define. It’s about searching for that one thing that could fill 
what Father Eilen calls, “that God-sized hole in your heart.” It’s 
about real people like you and me, who follow something we 
only partially understand, seeking answers, and trusting a star 
to guide us. 

Most of all, Epiphany is about not giving up. There had to be 
times when these wise men were lost, cold, out of resources, 
hungry, and completely disheartened. Sometimes there was 
fog hiding the star, but they bungled on the best they could. 
They were among strangers, who mocked them because they 
couldn’t even articulate exactly what it was they were after.  Yet 
they moved on, driven by that sacred longing, wondering if 
they would even recognize the prize if they were to find it.

To me, Epiphany represents the best in the human condition.  
It’s the intersection of Sacred Longing and dogged human 
persistence. It’s when ordinary people tell God, “I don’t have all 
the answers.  I don’t even know exactly what I’m looking for. But 
I’m not going to stop looking, to stop following, to stop trying 
to fill that empty, lonely place in my heart. And I’m not going to 
stop trusting You to lead me, and to get me there eventually.”  
Epiphany is the Feast of Persistent Human Searching. That’s why 
all wise men and women seek Him still.

Linda Abel-Thomas,
Community Life 
Director

Growing up with two older sisters and two younger brothers on 
a very large farm, there was always work to be done and many 
ways to pitch in.  My sister and I were in charge of driving the 
combines for the grain harvest.  Many hours were spent in a cab 
going up and down the field—sometimes 12-14 hours a day. 
Though it was tiring and time consuming, there was a sense of
fulfillment knowing that my contribution mattered.

Here at St. Patrick, our family is much larger. The larger the 
family, the more work there is to be done, and there are many 
ways to pitch in!  When we help out, the load becomes much 
lighter and we find fulfillment and true joy in serving. We 
become little Christ’s to each other and to the whole St. Patrick 
family. Together, we are stronger.

As St. Patrick continues to re-start our ministries, we need you 
now more than ever. Just like working on the farm year after 
year became monotonous and draining, this is also true for 
our parishioners who lead the same ministries year after year. 
Eventually we all get burnt out and could use a helping hand. 
Fortunately, our St. Patrick family is full of willing participants 
who excel at servant leadership. Now is the perfect time to 
make way for someone new, like you! 

Our website and Information Station have helpful information 
about all the ministries we offer here at St. Patrick. Most of 
these are led and run by parishioners—family members that 
know their contribution matters!  We wouldn’t be this amazing 
St. Patrick family without all the sacrifice of time, talent, and 
treasure from the endless hours put in by our brothers and 
sisters.  

Please visit the ministry page on our website or stop by the 
Information Station to see what might interest you, and where 
you can share your gifts of time, talent, and treasure. Ministry 
Coordinators are listed for each group so contacting them is as 
easy as a phone call or email, even if you just have questions.

No matter what you're involved in, your contribution to our St. 
Patrick family makes us stronger.
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The generosity of this community over the 
last several years has gotten us to a new 
place—debt free! And that is quite the 
accomplishment since so many churches 
struggle with eliminating their debt, and 
in many cases, have to sacrifice “mission” 
to service the debt. 

Sometimes debt is necessary to 
accomplish a particular vision, but it 
usually comes with a cost. Never mind 
the financial cost, but think of the spiritual 
and emotional cost that can burden a 
community. It can cause division amongst 
the congregation, and stress on the staff 
and leadership. So to eliminate our debt is 
extremely BIG! But now what? 

As one of the two parish trustees at St. 
Patrick, I was involved with our Vision 
2020 strategic plan that we adopted in 
2015. Five years later, we achieved many 
of our goals: improved communications, 
more vibrant worship, new ministries 
for marriage and family, expanded 
youth ministry, and committed to social 
outreach. Now, it’s time to look forward. 

For the past several years while we 
struggled financially, we addressed the 
debt and we eliminated it. We couldn’t 
have done this without the generosity of 
this amazing community. While focusing 
on the debt, we had to put several 
important projects on hold. But now the 
debt is gone, and we can finally start 
achieving some of our bigger projects. So 
where do we begin?

We wanted input from the parish so we 
invited parishioners to a facilities planning 
meeting where we discussed needs of 
the parish, both large and small. With 
the advice of this group, as well as our 
Finance Council, we updated our Facilities 
Master Plan that is “by parishioners, for 
parishioners.” As pledged by Fr. Eilen in 
2017, it was essential that these projects 
be completed without the burden of 
debt, and thankfully, we have built up our 
reserves to pay for some of them, but not 
for all. 

Some of the key projects we hope to 
accomplish in 2021 are: 

• Replace some old windows in the 1976 

portion of the building. They’re over 40 
years old!

• Resolve our ongoing storage needs by 
building a storage shed in the north lot. 
This will help with storing equipment, as 
well as ministry storage needs. 

• And the BIG vision—we hope to have 
the funds to remodel the office entrance, 
reception area, and a few offices. 

All that in 2021? Only if we have the funds. 
But the vision goes on from there. In 2022 
and beyond, we want to remodel part of 
the Education Center and create a large 
Multi-Purpose Room, update the Social 
Hall, replace the carpet in the Gathering 
Area, install a new lighting system in the 
church, and one of our dirtier projects, 
replace one of our three septic systems. 
It might sound lofty to get all this done 
in the next few years, but at St. Patrick, 
nothing is impossible! 

With the state of our economy, high 
unemployment, and a world-wide 
pandemic, it’s an unusual time to ask for 
your support. However, by caring for our 
facility and this campus, we can continue 
to strengthen our ministries, serve meals 
to those in need, expand youth ministry, 
and host large group gatherings as well as 
small group ministries. All of this requires 
a well-kept facility and your support.

I’m personally excited that we can start 
using our facility to its fullest capacity, the 
way God needs us to use it. The building 
gets busier and busier each year, even in 
times of a pandemic! This building will 
be ready for the next 50 years of mission 
work in the Oak Grove area by Loving God, 
Neighbor, and Self! Truly a BIG vision that 
you can be part of! 

If you haven’t already, please pledge your 
support by filling out the enclosed insert. 

GOAL CURRENT

$409,630 $393,538

Stewardship Tithing
Through 10/31/2020

Written by DeeDee Heitzman
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"THE PREBORN LOSS MINISTRY"

Maria Furness,
Communications 
Coordinator

Carlo’s mother had dreams of him after his 
death, revealing that she would have two 
more children despite not being able to 
get pregnant after Carlo. Amazingly, she 
became pregnant one week after Carlo's 
death—with twins—at the age of 44! 

After an incredible healing miracle of a 
little Brazilian boy and an exhumation 
of Carlo’s body that revealed his body as 
mostly incorrupt, Carlo Acutis was recently 
declared a “Blessed” on Oct. 10, 2020! His 
body was on display in Assisi, dressed in 
jeans, a sweater, and sneakers. His heart is 
still on display at the Church of St. Francis 
in Assisi. 

Friends pray for each other—let us ask 
our friend Carlo to pray for us and lead us 
closer to Jesus. Don’t we need his joyful 
hope in such a year?! Hope that we can 

"BLESSED CARLO ACUTIS: A SAINT FOR MILLENNIALS (AND THE REST OF US)"
become holy in our modern world despite 
our phones and media! Hope that we CAN 
become more like Jesus when we receive 
Him and spend time with Him! Hope 
that we can become our own unique 
selves, and that by doing His will in a very 
ordinary way, become a saint!

Prayer Asking the Intercession 
of Blessed Carlo Acutis

Oh Father, who has given us the ardent 
testimony of the young Blessed Carlo 
Acutis, who made the Eucharist the core 
of his life and the strength of his daily 
commitments so that everybody may 
love You above all else, let him soon be 
counted among the Saints in Your Church.

Confirm my faith, nurture my hope, 
strengthen my charity, in the image 

of young Carlo who, growing in these 
virtues, now lives with You. Grant me the 
grace that I need…(insert petition here).

I trust in You, Father, and Your Beloved 
Son Jesus, in the Virgin Mary, our Dearest 
Mother, and in the intervention of Your 
Blessed Carlo Acutis. Amen. 

Recite the following prayers: Our Father, 
Hail Mary, Glory Be. 

Lisa O'Keefe,
Parishioner

In late October, I had the opportunity to 
sit down with St. Patrick parishioner, Tony 
Karsnia, with the intention of writing a 
“Parishioner Highlight” article on him and 
his Christian journey. Sadly, Tony passed 
away on November 2, All Souls Day. 
Instead of a typical parishioner highlight, 
I want to focus on a ministry Tony was 
passionate about—our new Preborn Loss 
Ministry, where we serve families who 
have lost a child during pregnancy.

Any loss in a family is devastating, but 

there is something uniquely difficult when 
losing a baby that you have yet to meet. 
This ministry offers physical, emotional, 
and spiritual support, in addition to 
working with healthcare facilities when 
needed during the miscarriage process.

Several years ago, we added a section to 
our cemetery specifically for miscarried 
babies, where they could be buried in 
a dignified fashion. Oftentimes, it was a 
struggle for parents to collect the remains 
of their baby from a hospital, and they 

would only release a baby’s remains to 
a funeral director, such as Tony Karsnia. 
“When someone has passed, the last thing 
that family needs is to make a bunch of 
calls and deal with red tape. The Preborn 
Loss Ministry handles the heavy lifting so 
they don’t have to deal with that stress.” 

The Preborn Loss Ministry also assists the 
parents in arranging a funeral service and 
burial, at no charge to the family. The first 
part of this ministry, which deals with the 
physical remains of the baby and the burial, 
is in place. In the future, this ministry will 
also offer emotional and spiritual support 
to grieving family members. 

The Preborn Loss Ministry has many 
moving parts and is still a work in progress. 
If you're interested in learning more or 
volunteering, contact the parish office. 
More details coming soon! 

Thank  you  to  Tony Karsnia for the many 
ways he served our St. Patrick community. 
He will be forever remembered by the 
families he served through the Preborn 
Loss Ministry.

CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 4
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come home for christmas

Come Home for Christmas
Christmas Eve Mass
Thursday, December 24

4:00pm & 11:00pm

Christmas Day Mass
Friday, December 25

10:00am

We will have several options for taking part in Christmas Masses this year. For those who wish to attend 
in-person, there will be indoor seating and the ability to listen to Mass on the radio from the 

north parking lot. We will also be live streaming all three Masses, if you would like to join us virtually.
Visit our website to learn more!


