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PARISH ADDRESS
19921 Nightingale Street NW 
Oak Grove, MN 55011

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Friday 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM

CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE
Phone: (763) 753-2011 
Email: stpats@st-patricks.org
Website: www.st-patricks.org

CONTACT US

MASS
Saturday 5:00 PM 
Sunday 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM
Tuesday 6:15 PM
Wednesday 9:00 AM
Thursday 8:00 AM 
Friday 9:00 AM

LIVE STREAM OF MASSES
Sunday 9:00 AM
Wednesday 9:00 AM
Friday 9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturday 3:30-4:30 PM
Tuesday 5:30-6:00 PM
Wednesday 7:00-8:30 PM (during Lent)
Friday 8:15-8:45 AM
Also available by appointment 

ADORATION HOURS 
Sunday 6:00 PM - Friday 9:00 AM 

Our Sacraments Schedule is subject to change. 
Visit our website to learn more!

SACRAMENTS SCHEDULE

"GOD'S MISSION FOR YOU"

As Catholics, we hear the word “vocation” used frequently, but what does it 
mean? Simply put, a vocation is how God calls us to serve Him in the world. 
Or as Fr. Eilen once said, “A vocation is who you are; a career is what you do.” 
We can follow God’s unique plan for our lives by discerning our vocation, 
either as a single person, married person, an ordained priest, or a vowed 
religious. Each vocation gives us an opportunity to offer our lives to the Lord 
in a meaningful way. But where do we begin? 

As someone who’s also on the path of discernment, I thought I’d call in some 
back up. I reached out to five individuals within the St. Patrick community 
who have answered their call to holiness in a unique way: Fr. Colin Jones 
(Associate Pastor, Holy Name of Jesus), Sister Mary Anne Schaenzer (Religious 
Community: School Sisters of Notre Dame), Julie & Jerry Powaser (past 
Marriage in Christ participants), and Terra Skoglund (Community of the 
Beatitudes - Ecclesial Family of Consecrated Life). I’m excited to share their 
stories with you! 

Fr. Colin Jones (Ordained Priest) - Fr. Colin Jones is now 
an ordained priest, but his road to discernment began 
many years ago. He first considered the priesthood 
when he was 10 years old, and thought of it as one of 
many things he could do “when he grew up.” Fr. Colin 
shared, “I was attracted to the priest’s prayerfulness. At 
St. Charles parish, we had some very holy, prayerful men 

as our priests, and this was an attractive quality. It really helped that this 
prayerfulness was constantly coupled with normalcy too! I remember talking 
to them about music, movies, sports, etc. and thinking that holiness didn’t 
seem so far off and unattainable.” 

Fr. Colin’s love for the priesthood grew through altar serving, attending Team 
Vianney meetings with his dad, and eventually, joining St. John Vianney 
seminary after high school. “My experience in seminary helped me to see 
the priesthood as a real possibility. I didn’t enter SJV with this super concrete 
sense that priesthood was going to be the result. I was on a ‘one year at a 
time’ track. But I loved seminary life in a way that I hadn’t loved anything 
before. The seminary gave me a very defined purpose to my daily life, and as 
the years went on, I felt the Lord shaping this into something much bigger 
than seminary. As if He was saying, You think this is cool, Colin? Well, you’re 
gonna love what I’ve got in store for you next!"

READ MORE ON PAGE 6

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA
Instagram - @st_patricks_mn 
Facebook - @stpatricksmn 
YouTube - YouTube.com/stpatricksmn
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"Choosing the Right College"
"Pray for Us" 

"Welcoming, listening to, and loving young adults 
cultivates the invitation to unreservedly express the Holy 
Spirit’s personal, powerful work in their lives and to shed 
Christ’s light in a world of darkness, but there is still so 
much work to do!" 

-Randy Skeate and Rob Masloski
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ORA PRO NOBIS - "PRAY FOR US"

Carol Beckman, Jerry Bisek, Pat Bourbeau, Dan Bratland, Vicky Carlson, Gary & Peggy Carroll, Winnie Conger, Kathy Coval, Danielle 
DeBiaso, Julie Dooley, Marie Ann Downs, Anna Edeburn, Ralph & Lavonne Gamble, Judy Gapp, Matt Gilderhus, Chet Hapka, Little Leo 
Jaeger, Shirley Kopet, Kathy Johnson, Herb Kipka, Lucas Kramer, Shirley Lockwood, Joseph & Patricia Merchlewicz, Susie Mogdans, George 
Mohs, Sam Morgan, Georgette Nadeau, Andie Oldham, Gayle Perra, Emily Perrin, Sean Pritchard, Blake Rebelein, Ron Schleicher, Pat 
Smith, Vern Suchla, Kelly Winczewski, those who are homebound, those suffering with COVID, those on our prayer chain, those written in 
our Book of Intentions, and all those serving in the military.

Need additional prayer? Please contact Cathy at 763-753-2011.

Please remember those of our parish who are ill and have asked for our prayers, especially: 

"CHOOSING THE RIGHT COLLEGE"

Rachael McCallum is a freshman at the 
University of Mary in Bismarck, North 
Dakota. Read about Rachael's college 
discernment process below! 

For as long as I can remember, I’ve 
always been an anxious person. I’ve 
been someone who worries and tries to 
plan for the future. When I was in middle 
school, I would worry about getting 
all my homework and chores done for 
the day. In high school, I became more 
focused on working hard, getting good 
grades, and preparing in whatever way I 
could for college. 

That’s what I was supposed to do, wasn’t 
it? If I just worked hard enough and 
long enough, and if I just pushed myself 
a little more each day, then it would 
mean something. It would mean I had 
accomplished something. That I would 
accomplish something someday. The 
truth is, good grades and scholarships 
can only get you so far. I was depending 
on myself and my accomplishments, 
rather than turning towards the God who 
created and loves me. Since I’ve been at 

the University of Mary, I’ve learned to 
take life in steps and to surrender myself 
more and more to God each day.

It wasn’t until November of 2019 that I 
remember my Uncle Shaun mentioning 
the University of Mary as an option for 
college. Before that, I had considered 
attending Benedictine College in 
Kansas, and Anoka Ramsey Community 
College where I was taking PSEO credits. 
I even considered taking a gap year 
after high school because of COVID, 
but each option left me feeling more 
lost and confused than when I started. 
I remember applying to the University 
of Mary wondering what college life 
would look like. How was I supposed to 
go to college when we were in the midst 
of a pandemic and I didn’t know what I 
wanted to do in life?

I spent the summer of 2020 preparing for 
school: buying dorm supplies and filling 
out any additional paperwork I would 
need for the fall. As much as I wanted 
to believe I trusted in God, I knew I was 
taking everything into my own hands. I 

worried about whether I had made the 
right decision to leave in the fall or not. 
I started to come to the conclusion that 
I was behind, that I wouldn’t figure out a 
career, and that all my years of hard work 
in high school were for nothing.

My last month at home, I turned to God in 
prayer more and more each day. I asked 
St. Therese to send me a red rose if I was 
meant to stay home, and a white rose if 
I was meant to leave for school. Shortly 
after ending my novena, I received pink 
roses. I took this as a sign that there was 
no wrong decision—God would be with 
me either way.

Now I’ve been attending the University 
of Mary for over four months. As the 
oldest of six kids I was nervous to be the 
first one to leave home, but I’m grateful 
for my experience at school and for the 
faithful community I have around me.

My advice to any high school student or 
anyone wishing to attend college is not 
to stress or become overwhelmed by the 
noise of the world. God doesn’t expect us 
to have our entire life mapped out. We’re 
called to rely on Him and to use our gifts 
to glorify Him. I’ll end by saying one last 
thing which our University priest, Father 
Bouck, mentioned in one of his homilies, 
and that is the question Jesus asked the 
apostles, “What are you looking for?” 
(John 1:38). What are we really pursuing 
in life? When we seek God, we’ll discover 
our true path and purpose. 

Rachael McCallum,
St. Patrick Parishioner
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"A FATHER'S ROLE"

Tom Schulzetenberg,
St. Patrick Parishioner

St. Joseph is the proverbial third wheel 
of the Holy Family. We know about Jesus 
and Mary, but what do we know about 
St. Joseph? Matthew 1:19 gives us a one-
word description, that he was “just” or 
“righteous.” Other than this, we have 
almost no biographical information, and 
he doesn’t speak a single word in the 
Bible. Yet despite being one of the most 
hidden figures of the New Testament, 
St. Joseph played a role of immense 
importance, especially when we reflect 
on the Holy Family. Because St. Joseph 
has a particular appeal to men, I wish 
to examine three aspects of his life, and 
how fathers—including priests!—can 
apply them to their own life. 

First, St. Joseph is a protector. More than 
once, Joseph protects his wife and child, 
even from mortal threats. Yet he not only 
safeguarded their physical well-being, 
he also protected Mary’s honor “for he 
did not want to expose her to shame.” 
Thus, in addition to being the guardian 
of the Redeemer, he is also the guardian 
of Mary’s virginity. 

For a father to protect his family, he must 
not have just a sense of justice and duty; 
he must also have courage to confront 
whatever physical or spiritual threat 
there may be to his wife, children, or those 
he loves. We may not be running from a 
tyrant king trying to murder our infant 
child, but we don’t have to look far to see 
very real threats to our family: a secular 
culture which actively works to break 
down marriage and family, increasing 
violence, political division, and so on. 
May we be like St. Joseph: courageous 
in confronting and eliminating threats, 
and then have the strength to take the 
necessary steps to build and maintain 
barriers from these evils.  

Next, St. Joseph is a provider. The Gospels 
tell us that St. Joseph was a carpenter, 
and through his work, he provided his 
family with shelter, food, and clothing. 
Because a father who loves his family 
understands their needs, he provides 
for these needs through his work. This 
might seem obvious, but underneath 
this simple truth lies a deeper reality of 
the dignity of work. 

We often only see the material, temporal 

aspect of our work. St. Joseph helps us to 
understand the greatness of work in the 
eyes of God. When we place our work at 
the service of God and our family, it is a 
participation in the creative work of God 
the Father, who provides for His children. 
Of course, this is not always an easy 
thing to do, especially during long days 
at the construction site or the office. But 
St. Joseph shows us how to handle these 
hardships with grace, for he did not work 
for human glory, but to obey God’s will. 
Just as Jesus worked alongside His father 
in the workshop, let us imagine that 
Jesus is working with us.

Finally, St. Joseph establishes his family. 
He put in place those things which will 
enrich and sustain Mary and Jesus. As 
father of the family, he is the authority 
figure responsible for formation and 
education, which not only shows them 
how to lead a good life, but how to 
prepare for eternal life. According to 
the Israelite custom, children were 
educated by their fathers. This included 
reading and writing, as well as religious 
instruction. For sons, this also included 
learning their father’s trade. Thus, from 
the age of 7 or 8, Jesus was at St. Joseph’s 
side almost every moment of the day. We 
can only marvel at the kind of father and 
teacher that St. Joseph was, teaching 
Jesus not only carpentry, but also how to 
read the Torah, how to pray, and how to 
care for his mother; for he knew that one 
day, he would not be present to protect 

and provide for Jesus and Mary. 

This third aspect is the most abstract, but 
in some ways, it is the most important. To 
establish is to set up a sure foundation, 
which family members rely upon. To do 
this, a father must be prepared, educated, 
and understand how to properly exercise 
authority and leadership. In doing so, 
he teaches his children how to securely 
protect and provide for themselves, 
preparing them so that they can enter 
adulthood and pass on the faith to 
the next generation. This is a serious 
responsibility fathers ought to reflect 
on every day. Of course, we don’t go it 
alone. Men need the support of their 
wives, other family members and friends, 
a parish community, and of course, our 
God and Father.

Protect. Provide. Establish. Even though 
St. Joseph’s life is hidden, by reflecting 
on these three aspects through his role 
as husband and father in the Holy Family, 
his holy presence is undeniable. We 
begin to see more and discover a great 
saint—one still wrapped in mystery, but 
one of great importance for us today. In 
this year of St. Joseph, let us reflect on 
this great saint and patron of the Church, 
so that his example may inspire us to be 
better men, husbands, and fathers.

"Holding Heaven" - Ron DiCianni
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Amee Heigl,
Worship Director

"MARRIAGE PREP: BETTER TOGETHER" "THE BAPTISM OF JESUS"

When Brent and I got engaged, I felt like my dreams were 
coming true, but not by the timeline we or anyone else 
expected! We got married young by today’s standards: we were 
both in college and had a baby on the way. It was, in some 
ways, INSANE. But, God had an unbelievable plan to transform 
our lives through our unique circumstances. We got married 
because God showed us we were made to ‘do life’ together. 

During our engagement, we went through the normal type of 
marriage prep process that most Catholic churches offer.  We got 
to discuss subjects that never came up while we were dating, 
like finances, communication, and conflict. We discovered the 
beautiful truths of our faith in regard to intimacy and family. We 
didn’t know what God had in store for us, but our engagement 
was an intentional time of preparation. 

Brent and I never imagined we would have multiple children 
during our college years, or that we would encounter 
miscarriages, job losses, health problems with our kids, and 
more. Each of these challenges has been an opportunity to rely 
heavily on each other and Jesus Christ. We’ve learned that our 
strengths and weaknesses complement each other. We’ve seen 
over and over how God never stops providing, comforting, and 
calling us to holiness—together. 

A lot of marriage is “on-the-job training.” However, great 
marriage preparation sets couples up for great marriages. 
Lately, our team at St. Patrick has been working on renewing our 
marriage preparation process for engaged couples. Our new 
curriculum  "Better Together" by Dynamic Catholic is a relatable 
and well-rounded resource that helps couples become the best 
version of themselves, together. In combination with Fr. Eilen’s 
enthusiasm for fostering holy marriages, we will be adding 
mentor couples to guide engaged couples through the classes. 

Married couples vow on their wedding day to be faithful “in 
good times and in bad.” If you are currently engaged, know that 
the time and energy you give to marriage preparation will be so 
fruitful for you! If you are already married, know of my prayers 
that you will continually grow closer to each other and Jesus.

We know the story of the Baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan. It 
was such an important event that the presider was henceforth 
known as John the Baptist. But why would Jesus bother to be 
baptized? Was it just to show the rest of us how to go about 
it? Was it because Jesus had been raised in the Jewish faith, 
which included several ritual baths? Did His "human half" need 
baptism to remove the stain of original sin?

Yes, yes, and no. Baptism, like all of the sacraments, was 
instituted by Christ, so yes, He wanted to show us what to do. 
And the idea of sin being washed away with water would have 
made sense to a Jew familiar with the ritual. But no, Jesus did 
not NEED baptism because He was without sin, despite His 
"human-ness."

My imagination sees the scene unfolding like this:

I don’t think Jesus waded into the river with quiet dignity. No, 
I think He jumped in eagerly, with wholehearted enthusiasm.  
I think He might have said, “You are baptized into Me and 
I’m baptized into YOU. At least on My end there’s nothing 
cautious or tepid about it. No, I’m jumping into your life with 
both feet and holding nothing back. Your life is a journey we 
will take together. When the current in the world is strong and 
dangerous, you can always cling to Me and never be swept 
away. I will stand firm and you can always trust Me. I won’t let 
you down.” 

I don’t think of baptism as a ceremony. I think of it as a sacred 
promise, a covenant, an immersion in Christ. I don’t think 
about washing away sin. I think baptism promises that sin will 
never stand between us and Jesus. I see baptism as a promise 
of acceptance. It’s Jesus saying, “I know all about your sins but 
they don‘t matter enough to keep Me from you.”

The point is, yes, we believe in God, but more importantly, God 
believes in us.

Maria King,
St. Patrick Parishioner
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Maria Furness,
Communications 
Coordinator

"GOD'S MISSION FOR YOU"
Sister Mary Anne 
Schaenzer, SSND 
(Religious Sister) - 
Sister Mary Anne, 
who currently works 
at St. Stephen's in 
Anoka, shared about 

her path to becoming a religious sister. 
“I was in 6th grade when I began to 
seriously consider the religious vocation. 
I thought it would be a good fit because 
I felt called by Jesus. That does not mean 
that I did not also think about marriage 
or that I always felt so strongly about my 
vocation. There were many times when I 
needed to continue discerning what I was 
experiencing and what I was being called 
to do.” 

Sister Mary Anne also highlighted the 
importance of promoting vocations at 
an early age. “It’s important for young 
girls and boys to have a chance to know 
that there are such people as Religious 
Brothers, Religious Sisters, even priests 
that belong to Religious Communities. It’s 
important that they have a chance to ask 
serious questions and that they receive 
serious responses—not just that it is 
‘wonderful’ or ‘beautiful.’ Every way of life 
has sacrifice connected to it.” 

Julie and Jerry 
Powaser (Sacrament 
of Marriage) - I also 
had a chance to hear 
from two St. Patrick 
parishioners, Julie 
and Jerry Powaser, 

who have been married for nearly 30 
years! They shared about their dating 
relationship and what their marriage 
looks like now. 

Julie shared, “Neither of us knew what 
we were looking for in a spouse because 
neither one of us had an understanding 
of what marriage was supposed to be. I 
was not Catholic — Jerry was. I decided to 
become Catholic out of my own volition,  
not as a responsibility of marrying a 
Catholic. That turned into a journey for 
us both.” Julie’s Baptism and Confirmation 
35 days before their wedding was a big 
moment in their relationship. Julie shared, 
“After the holy water was poured on my 
head, I looked up to see Jerry’s utter joy 

in what had happened. Jerry felt it was a 
renewed baptism for him.” 

The two went on to share how God has 
been present in their marriage, “The next 
life event that led us to fully understand 
God’s will is when we found out we were 
not able to conceive a baby. That’s when 
God brought Wren and Clare into our 
lives through adoption. Participating in 
St. Patrick's Marriage in Christ program 
also had a big impact on our marriage. 
Since participating in the Marriage in 
Christ program, we have learned to pray 
together each day. This has allowed us to 
be more intimate with our faith and with 
each other. We try hard to pass on to our 
two girls that the role of a spouse is to get 
the other to heaven.”   

Terra Skoglund 
(Missionary) - I also 
had a chance to hear 
from parishioner 
Terra Skoglund who 
is a missionary and 
lay member of the 

Community of the Beatitudes, an Ecclesial 
Family of Consecrated Life (EFCL). An 
EFCL is an institute made up of both men 
and women that brings together different 
states of life: lay and consecrated people. 
As a lay member of an EFCL, Terra could 
get married or take a private vow of 
“celibacy for the kingdom.” Not many 
people are familiar with these kinds of 
communities, including Terra! “I had no 
idea that there were communities where 
lay people and religious lived, prayed, and 
shared a common life together. I never 
thought my life would look like it does. I 
didn’t even know this type of life existed. 
It's so much better than I ever imagined,” 
shared Terra. 

Terra went on to share some background 
on vocations. “There are 3 layers to 
vocation: First, the call to holiness—
for all. Second, the specific state in 
life: consecrated, ordained, married, 
or single. Third, your missional call—
pastor, cloistered, nurse, international 
missionary, etc.  We are all always called 
to holiness, but our state in life and our 
missional call can change. I was working 
as a nurse, now I am an international 
missionary and I will come back to the 

U.S. and be doing something else. The 
Lord is always at work! Don’t be afraid of 
taking the wrong step; this is why there 
are periods for discernment. The Lord will 
make it known to you in the right time 
what steps you need to take. Trust Him.” 

Fr. Colin also chimed in with some helpful 
advice for those who are in the process 
of discerning their vocation: “God most 
often works and speaks to us through 
our desires. If you are seeking His will 
and trying to live your life for Him (not 
perfectly, obviously, but doing your best 
and seeking to be a disciple), you can 
be confident that the desire He puts on 
your heart is something that He probably 
wants you to follow!" 

Fr. Colin continued, "Now, He might give 
you a desire for the priesthood or a desire 
for the seminary and then reveal different 
desires to you at a later date (as in, a 
deeper desire for marriage and family, 
perhaps), but following the desires of 
your heart is often a simple and powerful 
way to do His will! You can ask yourself: 
what is it that I find myself longing for…
deep down inside? You will probably 
find lots of different desires there, which 
is where daily prayer, discernment, and 
spiritual direction can really come into 
play. Don’t ever forget that the Lord wants 
to give you joy to the full! So whatever it 
is that He is calling you to is going to give 
you that deep, profound joy.” 

No matter where you are in your 
discernment journey, draw close to Jesus 
and He’ll show you the way, one day at a 
time. Be assured of our prayers for each 
one of you!

Visit our website (st-patricks.org/
vocation-stories) to read our participants' 

full vocation stories! 
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It is a common expression to refer to 
young people as the “future Church,” but 
in reality, young people play a significant 
role in the life of the Church today. The 
heroic example of many young people 
giving themselves totally to Christ in 
diverse ways has helped strengthen the 
Church throughout the world to follow 
Him more fervently. The world’s recent 
crises have rattled the depths of society 
and especially affected today’s youth and 
young adults who are already trying to 
respond to the demands of our uncertain 
times. 

All people, especially adolescents and 
young adults, are passionately seeking 
clear answers to the most fundamental 
questions: “Who am I, what’s the meaning 
of all of this, what’s my place, and where 
am I going?” Each of us can reflect on 
our adolescence and acknowledge our 
desire to know that we can safely express 
ourselves authentically, to know we are 
loved beyond measure, for the guidance 
to know the truly important things in 
life, along with being welcomed and 
understood. In the heightened noise and 
confusion of today’s culture, especially 
with the global rise of circumstances 
beyond one’s control, our younger 
generations are commonly left with an 
unsatisfied existential hunger. Arguably, 
this correlates with the fastest-growing 
religion in the United States today among 
young people: the disaffiliation from 
religion overall.

Ironically, the Church is precisely the 
place we should all be turning, young and 
old, to find the answers to life’s greatest 
questions. After all, Jesus is the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life!  So, how can we help 
young people as they set out into their 
own life, starting college, a career, or a 
family?  

It begins with small steps! PRAY for our 
young people, especially the young 
people in your life. Call on their patron 
saints for intercession, entrust their care 
to the Blessed Mother, and remember that 
each person’s journey is on God’s timeline. 

Be sure to LISTEN to our young people, 

they may be young, but they have so 
much to share!  There is no better way to 
learn how to help guide a young person 
on their journey than to give them a space 
to share their heart openly with others.  
Christ was a master of this; He taught by 
first asking questions, hearing their story, 
and then inviting them deeper.

Draw on young people’s GOODNESS! So 
many of today’s young people desire to 
fight for the good of the world and to 
love others, standing against inequity and 
wrongdoing, and standing up for justice 
and mercy. Yet so many do not realize 
that this is precisely the same battle that 
the Church has fought for centuries, and 
continues to fight today.  Invite them in as 
an ally, help them to know the Church is 
on their side, that God desires goodness 
for the world too! Invite young people 
into a dialogue (not a debate) and journey 
alongside them; don’t drag them by the 
hand.

As a community of faith and trust, thanks 
be to God for the Catholic Church’s 
renewed emphasis to nourish our young 
people’s desire for purpose, addressing 
their various needs and sharing that 

there is always hope, fulfillment, and 
freedom in a relationship with Jesus 
Christ. Welcoming, listening to, and loving 
young adults cultivates the invitation to 
unreservedly express the Holy Spirit’s 
personal, powerful work in their lives and 
to shed Christ’s light in a world of darkness, 
but there is still so much work to do!  

Randy Skeate,
St. Patrick Parishioner

Rob Masloski,
Middle School & High School 
Formation Coordinator 

Visit our website (st-patricks.org/
young-adults) to see what's ahead 

for our Young Adult Ministry!
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"CALLED TO SERVE: ADULT MISSION TRIP"

Linda Abel-Thomas,
Community Life 
Director

"Called to serve.” We have all heard this 
phrase and yet, do we know what it 
means? A call to serve comes from deep 
inside our hearts. It’s an opportunity to 
share our God-given skills and abilities to 
help others in a completely unique way. 
It’s through this gift of self that we truly 
experience Jesus’ presence in our soul. 

Here at St. Patrick's we want everyone 
to experience this immense sense of 
fulfillment and joy. All adults (18+) are 
invited to join us on our upcoming Adult 
Mission Trip to the majestic Appalachian 
Mountains in West Virginia. This region 
is known for its beauty and has been 
described as “almost Heaven.” From the 
stunning landscapes, to the comfortable 
climate, and beautiful rivers and waterfalls, 
there is an abundance of natural beauty to 
be absorbed. 

There is a great need for compassionate 
evangelization in West Virginia. The 
people we will be serving are facing a high 
degree of financial poverty, and an even 
higher degree of spiritual poverty. Our 
St. Patrick’s Adult Mission Team is eager 
to share the Gospel and serve in a variety 
of ways. The best part is that our service 
projects will be based on the individual 
gifts of our team members. Whether you’re 
an amateur painter or have a background 

in construction, there are 1,000 unique 
ways to serve. This experience will be a 
memorable journey of deepening your 
faith life and truly serving as the hands 
and feet of Christ to those around you.   

The fun doesn’t stop there! We will be 
stopping for some exciting excursions 
on the way to our destination. Adventure 
seekers from across the country visit 
this region to take advantage of the 
whitewater rafting, rock climbing, and 
hiking opportunities. Consider joining us 
for this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity! We 
encourage you to reflect on the following 
scripture passage, “And the work of 
righteousness will be peace, and the 
service of righteousness, quietness, and 
confidence forever” (Isaiah 32:17). 

It’s natural to have reservations about 
going on a mission trip, especially if it's 
your first time or if you’ve experienced 
some trials on a past mission trip. This 
trip isn’t just for “holy rollers” or seasoned 
volunteers—the Adult Mission Trip is open 
to anyone 18+ who has a desire to serve 
others. We invite you to pray through any 
hesitations you may have and offer those 
to Jesus. This is an amazing opportunity to 
experience your faith in a brand new way 
and to make life-long friendships. We are 
excited that Fr. Eilen will be joining us on 

the trip! Also, rest assured that we will be 
following COVID protocols to ensure our 
participant’s wellness and safety. 

We’d like to share a few quotes from our 
St. Patrick’s adult missionaries from our 
Haiti mission trip in 2018: 

“It is hard to express my feelings of what this 
week has meant to me. I think I’ll be a better 
man and appreciate life more.  I’ll pray more 
and help people more. This has been the 
best ‘vacation’ of my life. I’m sure there will 
be another mission trip in my future.”
 
“What a great experience this has been!  
From seeing how people travel, the market, 
the great hospitality of our hosts at the 
orphanage, and the beauty of the people 
and the countryside. This was a trip of a 
lifetime with missionaries that will be with 
me forever.”
 
“I was very nervous about going on a 
mission trip. I even tried to back out. After 
the fundraisers, I got excited and really 
wanted to go. One of the best things about 
this whole thing was getting to know my 
fellow missionaries better. I found out they 
are all wonderful people and I love them all.”
 
We are all called to mission, whether it is 
physically, spiritually, or financially. Please 
pray about how God is calling you to 
mission! “Whatever you do for the least 
of these, you do for Me” (Matthew 25:40). 

The registration deadline for the Adult 
Mission Trip is March 30, 2021. For further 
information or to learn more before 
you commit, please visit our website or 
contact Linda Abel-Thomas at lmabel-
thomas@st-patricks.org or Julene Donnay 
at julenedonnay@gmail.com!

Julene Donnay, 
St. Patrick Parishioner
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STEWARDS AMONG US - "PRESS ON TOWARD THE GOAL"

We are excited to introduce our new 
Pastoral Care and Outreach Coordinator, 
Jeremy Weakly! 

Hello everyone! I am happy to introduce 
myself to the faithful and vibrant church 
of St. Patrick’s. 

My journey here may be a little different 
than expected. I grew up in Ramsey, MN, 
where my little brother, older sister, and 
I would play hockey on the backyard 

pond during the winter months, and 
catch frogs and turtles in the summer 
months. Nowadays, I enjoy spending 
time with loved ones, participating in the 
sacraments, going to the gym, and being 
outdoors. 

Growing up, my faith wasn’t important 
to me and I used to not look forward to 
going to church. My brother and I now 
laugh about going to confirmation classes, 
signing in, and “skipping class." It took a 

pivotal point in my life that finally made 
me turn my eyes to God for help. At the 
recommendation of my mother, I went to 
speak with our parish priest. In the office 
of the priest, I was clothed with peace and 
a solid identity. I was told, "You are God’s 
son and He has a plan for your life, not for 
evil but for good." 

I went to college at St. Cloud State 
University to achieve a Bachelor’s degree 
in Marketing. During my time there, I 
ended up falling deeply in love with Christ 
and His Church. I became a peer minister 
for the Newman Center; seeking those in 
the margins and helping host events for 
the students and parish. 

Recently, I was working for a company 
serving around 16 people with a 
developmental disability in a work 
environment. My job was to help ensure 
their success on the job through coaching, 
supervision, and goal setting. Now, the 
Lord has led me here. I look forward 
to meeting and serving the incredible 
people here, and those in need!

Jeremy Weakly,
Pastoral Care 
and Outreach 
Coordinator

As the challenges of 2020 get further into the rear view mirror, so does 
our previous strategic plan (Vision 2020). So we reflect on a new vision—
where does God want us to go next? How can we deepen our own personal 
connection to Christ, while leading others toward Him?  

The Holy Spirit wants us to continue the good work we’ve started, and “Press 
on Toward the Goal” as Paul writes to the people of Philippi (Phil 3:14).  It was 
a message that was relevant for them, and it’s extremely relevant for us. 

“Press On” will be the guiding mantle of our new vision, and it’s based on three key initiatives that 
will lead us "toward the goal":

      • Spiritual Growth
• Community Building

       • Pastoral Care & Outreach

Each of these initiatives was presented in great detail to parishioners at an event on February 23. If you would like to learn more, visit 
our website at st-patricks.org/press-on.

GOAL CURRENT

$716,853 $775,759

Stewardship Tithing
Through 1/31/2021

Dan Jaeger,
Business Administrator
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PARISHIONER HIGHLIGHT - "THE POWER OF PERSISTENT PRAYER"

Maria Furness,
Communications 
Coordinator

I recently had the privilege of sitting 
down with long-time parishioner, Kathy 
Franchino. For those of you who haven’t 
had the pleasure of meeting her, Kathy 
and her family have been parishioners at 
St. Patrick's for nearly 40 years! During our 
conversation Kathy shared a great deal 
about the St. Monica Society. Since its 
founding in 2013, the St. Monica Society 
has offered our parishioners an outlet to 
pray for those without faith, including 
fallen away Catholics, non-Catholics, and 
those currently struggling with their faith. 
I’m excited to share Kathy’s story and 
highlight this powerful ministry!

Fr. Blume introduced the St. Monica 
Society to our parish in 2013, and asked 
Kathy to facilitate it. The purpose of this 
prayer group is to intercede for our family 
members who have left the Catholic 
Church. Kathy shared, “We’re all praying 
for someone in our family, whether it be 
a parent, child, or whoever. There’s such 
great sadness in our hearts when we know 
what they’re walking away from. We want 
their salvation and for them to know the 
great love God has for them. Now more 
than ever with what’s going on in the 
world, we need to be united to Christ and 
His Church.”

Kathy’s involvement in the St. Monica 
Society has transformed her prayer life in 
a major way. She went on to share, “I’ve 
learned perseverance. I haven’t seen those 
prayers realized but I have to have faith. 
Our time isn’t God’s time. I like to think of 
the work that Jesus is doing in my family 
member’s hearts, whether I see it or not. 
It’s not about me, it’s about the work of 
the Holy Spirit, I am the intercessor.”

Further into our conversation, Kathy and 
I discussed why people may choose to 
leave the Church. While there’s no way 
to know for sure, Kathy mentioned that 
she experienced something similar on 
her own faith journey. “I left the Catholic 
Church for a short time. I did not have a 
good understanding of my Catholic faith. I 
had friends from other Christian churches 
and they had a big influence on me. I did 
not believe it mattered what church you 
went to, so it was easy for me to leave 
the Catholic Church and start attending 
another small Christian church. During 
this time my fourth child was born. The 
church we were attending did not baptize 
infants. We had to make a decision, and 
even though we were ignorant of many 
things, we knew we could not deny our 
son baptism. God is merciful; He called 
my family back to the Catholic Church at a 
time when I was ready to listen." 

Kathy went on to share, “I understand 
why people leave. There are scandals in 
the Church. People fail, I’ve had Christians 
fail in my life, and I know I’ve failed others. 
But God does not want us to abandon His 
Church. He will always provide a path back 
to Him.”

We all know someone who is struggling 
with their faith, especially after such a 
heavy year. This is a great time to look 
towards the intercession of St. Monica—a 
woman whose persistent prayers resulted 
in the conversion of her husband, mother-
in-law, and her son (St. Augustine). Kathy 
shared that “the St. Monica Society is a 
way to pray in unity together. We have to 
understand the spiritual battle we’re in, 
and that we have all of Heaven praying 
with us. Our strength is in numbers. Even 
if we’re not physically together, we can still 
unite in prayer. There are people all over 
the world praying for the salvation of their 
family members.”

Amazingly, the St. Monica Society has 
already had a global impact! “For the 
last year I’ve had an ongoing friendship 
with a woman from Trinidad and Tobago 
(Caribbean Islands near Venezuela) 
who wanted to start this ministry at her 
church. I’ve also gotten calls from people 
in Pennsylvania and Massachusetts who 
came across our group on the internet. 
There is a great need for intercessory 
prayer.”

The St. Monica Society is open to anyone 
who has a desire to lift up others in prayer.
Moving forward, we will be encouraging 
our parishioners to form small groups 
or partner with someone in prayer 
from the comfort of their home. This is 
a great opportunity for those who are 
homebound to get involved as well. 
We will have St. Monica prayer booklets 
available as a resource to guide your 
prayer time; stop by the Gathering Area or 
visit our website to learn more!

Thank you to Kathy Franchino for sharing 
her incredible witness of faith and trust 
in the Lord. We are grateful for her 
servant leadership and presence in our 
community!

Kathy at the tomb of St. Monica in Rome
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JOIN US FOR HOLY WEEK AND EASTER!

Holy Thursday - Thursday, April 1 at 7:00 PM
Good Friday - Friday, April 2 at 2:00 PM

Easter Vigil - Saturday, April 3 at 8:00 PM
Easter Sunday - Sunday, April 4 at 9:00 AM and 11:00 AM

Our Masses will also be live streamed. 
Visit our website to learn more! 


