
  Pax Christi Catholic Church 
December 26, 2021- Christmas & Feast of the Holy Family 

 

MASS   

Saturday  5:15 pm 

Sunday 

7:30 † 9:00, 10:45 am 
 

LIVESTREAM † 

Watch live or view later.   

www.youtube.com/c/

PaxChristiChurch 
 

DAILY  
T - 9 am  

W - 9 am  & 5:30 pm 

TH - 9 am  

F - 9 am  
 

RECONCILIATION  
Sat. 4-5

 

Eucharistic Adoration 
4 am-11 pm 

T, W & Th 

Chapel 

 

All are welcome any time!  

 

For the door code or to sign 

up for an hour:   

adoration.coordinator 

@gmail.com 

Pastor 
Fr. John 
Sauer 

Encountering, becoming and sharing the Presence, Love and Peace of Christ 

paxchristichurch.org 
507-282-8542 

4135 - 18
th

 AVE NW 

Rochester, MN 55901 

Fr. Shawn 
Haremza 

A Note from Our Pastor 
  On behalf of the parish staff and trustees, I wish A Joyous and Merry Christmas to 
all. We welcome in a special way our young people, who have been away at college, 
working or have settled in another place as they return at Christmas. We are blessed 
to have you join us.  May you experience the peace of the Christ Child. 
  Let us welcome the Prince of Peace into our hearts and our world. This from an 
early American carol.                                                                       

    Lovely Child, Holy Child, Gentle, mild, Undefiled; 
Infant King, Fairest King, Gifts we’ll bring and anthems sing: Alleluia. 
 

Child of light, Born tonight, Our delight, Promise bright; 
Child so fair: See him there; Now declare him ev’rywhere: Alleluia. 

 

Rest thy head, Sweetest head; Gifts we’ll spread At thy bed. 
Jesus Lord, Be adored, May this word now be outpoured: Alleluia. 
 

To this boy, Our great joy, We employ Hymns of joy; 
Child so fair; See him there; Now declare him ev’rywhere: Alleluia 

  A tremendous “thank you” to all who worked so hard on our beautiful Christmas 
liturgies.  Many hours are spent in planning and preparation (think of the hours 
spent just by our musicians!).  How blessed we are with such dedicated parishioners 
and staff who, each year, go out of their way to assist us in our praise and worship – 
not just on this one week but every week throughout the year.  May the Lord bless 
them in a special way as we enter a new calendar year.  
  Family is an important aspect of our parish life. The Sunday after Christmas is the 
Feast of the Holy Family.  We celebrate that Jesus came, not fully formed and 
powerful but, in the midst of a human family.  The vulnerability of the baby Jesus is a 
mirror of our own vulnerability as we make our way through life.  I am struck by the 
ways that dreams take center stage in the nativity narratives of Matthew and Luke’s 
Gospels.  A few years ago, Pope Francis spoke to a meeting with families and talked 
about the importance of dreams in our families: 

     “I am very fond of dreams in families. For nine months, every mother and 
father dream about their baby. Am I right? [Yes!] They dream about what kind of 
child he or she will be... You can’t have a family without dreams. Once a family 
loses the ability to dream, children do not grow, love does not grow, life shrivels 
up and dies. So I ask you each evening, when you make your examination of 
conscience, to also ask yourselves this question: Today did I dream about my 
children’s future? Today did I dream about the love of my husband, my wife? 
Did I dream about my parents and grandparents who have gone before me?” – 
Address, Meeting with Families, January 16, 2015 

  January 1 is the Solemnity of Mary, under her title of Mother of God, and a holy 
day of obligation.  Please check this bulletin for Mass times.  The title “Mother of 
God” is one of the most ancient of all Mary’s titles. 
 

  Fr. John Sauer 



God is With Us in the Sacraments  

They shall name him 
Emmanuel, which means 

“God is 
with us.” 

Matthew 1:23 

Sacraments of Initiation 
† Baptism - Sign up for the 40 minute class. www.paxchristichurch.org/baptism 
† Confirmation - Be sealed with the Holy Spirit. Contact Anna Nordquist: anordquist@paxchristichurch.org 
† Eucharist - Welcome to the table of the Lord. Children contact Michelle Todd mtodd@paxchristichurch.org; 

adults: Fr. John Sauer - jsauer@paxchristichurch.org 
 

Sacraments of Service to Others 
† Holy Orders - Is God calling you to the priesthood? Contact Fr. Jason Kern at the Diocese of Winona-

Rochester. www.dowr.org/offices/vocations/index.html 
† Matrimony - A union between you, your spouse, and God. Contact the office at least six months prior to 

your wedding date. 507-282-8542.  
 

Sacraments of Healing 
† Reconciliation - Experience the healing love of Jesus. Saturdays 4-5 pm or by appointment. Our 

reconciliation room is located in the north hallway by 
the Vocations Board.  

† Anointing of the Sick - Healing of mind and body. 
Contact the office to schedule 507-282-8542. 

Upcoming Mass Times  
 

Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God 
Friday, Dec. 31, 5 pm; Daily Mass 9 am 
Saturday, Jan. 1 , 9 am 

 

Epiphany of the Lord (Regular Sunday Mass times) 
Saturday Jan. 1,  5:15 pm  
Sunday, Jan. 2 
 7:30 am, 9 am & 10:45 am  



    God is With Us in Parish Life 

EXPLORING THE MYSTERIES OF LIFE  
The Search explores life’s biggest questions, assists in finding or reigniting meaning and 
purpose, and strengthens one’s faith. While The Search is video based, it is not meant 
just to be watched . . . and it is certainly not meant to be watched alone.       For seven 
weeks in January and February, Pax Christi will be hosting The Search Parties, video 
presentations and small group discussion. 
 
 

Join our Search Party team. Discussion leaders, hospitality, and prayer intercessors 
 are needed. Contact the parish office. 282-8542. 

 

Watch all episodes and learn more! 

www.paxchristichurch.org/the-search 

With Covid still impacting our parish and our world, many parish activities were adapted to either meet online or 
to ensure social distancing. Pews were roped and  parish meals in person were halted. Besides daily and Sunday 
Mass, highlights of our parish activities this year were: 

 Summer Picnics - four Wednesdays over the summer we were able to get together outside to reconnect 
over a meal. 

 Faith formation met in person!  
 Summer Camps for elementary, middle school & high school  
 Knights of Columbus continued their monthly parish meals, but transitioned to drive through pick-up.  
 Ministry Fair was held the weekend of October 9 & 10. Parishioners were able to meet with leaders of 

ministry groups.  
 GPS - Glorious Praise through Song met the fourth Saturday of the month for informal praise 

and worship audience participation music. Dates for 2022: Jan. 22, Feb. 26, Mar. 26, and Apr. 23 
 Men of Pax meetings and Steak Dinner 
 Saint Vincent de Paul continued to meet and help those less fortunate in our community 
 Prayer shawl 

We thank all those who returned to in-person activities. This last year has been a challenge!  



God is With Us as We Serve Others  

Catholic Charities - Afghan Refugee Resettlement  
Pax Christi is proud to be a Community Sponsor and 
walk in solidarity with those in need. We’ll welcome 
one family from Afghanistan and help them get 
settled into the Rochester community in various 
ways: finding a grocery store, sorting through mail to 
identify bills or junk mail, transporting families to 
appointments, or becoming familiar with our banks.  
We are currently collecting names of those willing to 
help, then there will be a training and a Q & A session 
with Catholic Charities. The final step is to wait for 
our family to arrive in Rochester. 

Please contact Jessica  
in the parish office for more information.  

 

Jessica.Scully@PaxChristiChurch.org 
507-282-8542 ext. 104 

www.ccsomn.org/refugee-resettlement-
program/community-sponsorship/ 

As many of you know, Deacon Mike 
Zaccariello is a Lieutenant Colonel in 
the United States Army Reserves. He 
just left for a six month deployment. 
Look for his address in the coming 
months in the 
bulletin. He has 
also asked that if 

you choose to write to him that you 
also include a letter to “any service 
member” that he can pass on to 
another soldier who may not have 
received any mail that day.  

  
 
 
 
 
 

Mike Zaccariello 
Deacon 

Encounters with Mary - 
Saints Who Held 

Baby Jesus 
Many of us have seen 
the holy cards or 
statues of saints such as 
Saint Anthony tenderly 
cradling the Infant Jesus 
in their arms—but are 
we familiar with the 
beautiful true stories 
behind these 
depictions? For 
example, Anthony often spent time praying in a 
hermitage supported by a Count about 11 miles from 
Padua. One night, Anthony’s little cell suddenly filled 
up with light when Jesus appeared to him in the form 
of a tiny child. Passing by the hermitage, the Count saw 
the light shining from the room and Anthony holding 
the infant. The Count fell to his knees upon seeing this 
wondrous sight. When the vision ended, Anthony saw 
the Count kneeling at the door. He begged Count Tiso 
not to reveal what he had seen until after his death. 
Come and explore with us this and other heartwarming 
stories of saints who held Baby Jesus.  

Encounters with Mary  
Pax Christi Church  

Monday, December 27 
7 pm  

Artwork and arias at 6:45pm 

God is With Us in Prayer 



God is With Us as We Joyfully Give 
End of Year Donations  

With the end of the tax year upon us, now is the time 
to catch up on charitable donations. 
Deadlines to make a 2021 contribution: 

• Drop off in the parish office by 4:30 pm on 
December 30.  

• Ensure it is received in the U.S. mail by 
December 31. 

• Place in the Sunday collection basket at Mass on 
December 24, 25 or 26. 

 

All contributions received after these deadlines will 
be credited to 2022 calendar year donations.  

Pax Christi is an 
active parish.  

With our many 
opportunities to 

share your time and 
talent, you are sure 
to find an area that 
fits your gifts and 

interests.  

 

Pick up a copy of 
our Time, Talent & 
Treasure booklet in 
the Gathering Area, 

in the office, or 
view it online. 

www.paxchristichurch.org/ministries 

Thank You to Our Volunteers 
Many of you give so selflessly of your time and talent 
throughout the year. Our liturgical ministers, our 
choirs, our faith formation leaders, our landscaping 
crew, our launderers, and many others keep our parish 
running.  
Michelle Todd, Elementary Faith Formation 
Coordinator, thanks some extraordinary volunteers 
who gave of themselves during the Advent season:  

 

  I want to extend a heartfelt thanks to a few special 
volunteers who made preparing for Advent so much fun. 
Not only did I have fun, but the children were elated and 
captivated by everything that went on during the month 
of Advent.   
  Julie Viet, you began preparing for a set of costumes 
for Summer Camp in April. This started the ball rolling 
for the Nativity costumes. After you created 10 new 
camp costumes you kept looking for more and more 
ways to utilize much of a fabric stash. Then you 
continued to inspire me during Advent and the 
preparation for the children. Little did I know how much 
excitement you created. You had to ask Val Broz and  
 Judy Savage to assist in finishing up the costumes. I 
am also grateful they said yes and assisted you to 
completion. Julie, your time, talent and treasure 
created over 60 new costumes that will be utilized by 
many future students of Pax Christi. For this, I am 
grateful.  
  Anne Bajzer, I thought you were over prepared to 
start asking children to sign up to be in the Nativity Play 
in late October. You nailed the timing perfectly. You 
created an easy to use electronic sign up, you organized 
a script with music, made time for rehearsals on three 
consecutive weekends and you directed 55 students 
through a beautiful performance.  
  Kathy Linder-Nigon, you once again took the time to 
come at the end of November and stock our wooden 
pieces and accessories for the Nativity Painting. You 
made a lot of children delighted by giving them the 
ability to paint some very quality pieces of wood for 
their Nativity Sets. This tradition is something so many 
children have done for over 30 years.  
  I wish I could say more than thank you. May you all 
be bountiful in blessings and know how much you mean 
to our programs, our parish and me. I thank you from 
the bottom of my heart and for Pax Christi's faith 
formation programs, we thank you.  

We graciously thank you for your  

one-time or on-going gift. 

 

 

 

 

 

PaxChristiChurch.org 



Ranfranz & Vine 
Funeral Homes 

Corner of 18th Ave. & 55th St. N.W.   

5421 Royal Place N.W. 

289-3600
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  Adamson
   Hyundai • Lincoln • Dodge

Chrysler • Jeep • Ram 

www.adamsonmotors.com

     289-4004
      4800 Highway 52 N

Lucy M. Meyer, D.D.S.

Margaret S. Scott D.D.S.
Aimee C. Sims, D.M.D.

Quality and Comfort is Our Concern
New Patients Always Welcome

24 West Silver Lake Dr. 
Broadway at Silver Lake

282-8222

MACKEN 
FUNERAL HOME

Since 1909

282-1075

ASHLEY’S

Trendy, Unique Gifts
2950 41st St. N.W.      252-5000

Office • Retail • Warehouse Space 
Property Management

Tom Fitzgerald • (507) 282-8700

Visit our showroom at 
3021 43rd St. NW 

Rochester, MN 55901
31 Years of Experience 

Roofing Lic# 20001508 • Bonded-Insured
Free Estimates 

New Roofs • Flat Roofs • Repairs • Tear Offs
Ask About Our Written Workmanship Warranty

Praska Orthodontics
 

Charles E. Praska D.D.S., M.S., P.A.
Parishioner 

Orthodontics TMJ Orthopedics
www.praskaorthodontics.com

15 7th Ave NW • 288-8844

Ted W. Smith
3228 6th Ave NE #A  

Rochester, MN  55906

BUS: 507-252-4640
ted@twsagency.com • www.twsagency.com

Anna Restovich Braun 
and Thomas R. Braun

www.restovichlaw.net

Fuels, Lube Oils, Greases, Propane,  
Transport or Tankwagon

507-534-2020

• PEPIN, WI

To place your Pick Up Order!
Go to Pancheros.com

41st & Hwy 52 No., Rochester
 CALL (507) 281-3478 

Now Enrolling

Preschool-Grade 12

rcsmn.org/admissions

507-424-1817

Simplify your 
financial life.
(507) 289-3601

G. Mark Williamson
Vice President, Financial Advisor

Securities offered through LPL Financial, member FINRA/SIPC.

Decks • Remodels • New Homes • Additions 
Denis Leyendecker

Call or text Denis 507-254-0802

License #BC385020

A bank that shares your values. 

(507) 285-3700 
www.premierbanks.com

Contact Michael Wilde
to place an ad today!
mwilde@4LPi.com or
(800) 950-9952 x2248

Come join us for St. James Coffee and tours to the 
Holy Land, Rome, Poland,

the Passion Play or all of your travel needs.
For more information visit us at www.ed-ventures.com

Lab guided, drug-free, all-natural 
treatment programs to restoring health.

Debbie O’Meara 
Practitioner

507-258-4465 
AutoImmuneAngels.com

Mike Busch
507-281-1210 

493 37th St NE 
Rochester 

MikeBusch.org

Your Prime Source for Plans 
That Work with Medicare

Mike Salscheider 
rhu, clu

(507) 280-8232 
Rochester, MN

msalt@pthealth.com

Pick up or Delivery
117 N. Broadway Ave

tulips-and-truffles-florist.com

507-361-1268

Steve Sherwood
507-261-7960

www.edinarealty.com/steve-sherwood-realtor

Stevesherwood@edinarealty.com

Eyota, MN | (507) 545-2000
www.stjosephquipment.com


