
  

 

 
 

My Dear Friends, 

I don’t know about you, but I’m ready to party. After 
months of COVID-19 restrictions, civil unrest, anxiety 
about school openings, and confusion and tensions 
even within the Church about our response to current 
issues, I’m more than prepared to relax a little and to 
gather together with parishioners and friends, all in a 
responsible and safe way, of course.  

The timing of our parish feast day, therefore, couldn’t be better as far as I 
am concerned! August 6 is the Feast of the Transfiguration, though here at 
Transfiguration the day will be celebrated as a Solemnity. For those lucky 
souls who are not troubled with a perverse interest in liturgical minutiae, 
the distinction between a Feast Day and a Solemnity is a significant one. As 
far as the actual Mass goes, a Solemnity has all the marks of a Sunday Mass 
– the Gloria, 3 readings, the Creed, and hopefully, some music and 
liturgical festivity. A Feast Day, on the other hand, features a Gloria and 
often some singing and festivity. But when a Solemnity falls on a Friday, 
the obligation to abstain from meat, or to willingly embrace another 
penance or prayer, is abrogated, and the faithful are encouraged, strongly, 
to celebrate in some way as individuals and as families. A Feast Day is a big 
deal, but it’s not as big a deal as a Solemnity. While oftentimes the phrase 
“Feast Day” is applied to any liturgical celebration, it does have a technical 
definition, one that separates it from the more festive Solemnity.  

When a parish’s patronal name day is celebrated on the Church’s Universal 
Calendar, it is meant to be a day of great rejoicing and celebration within 
those communities that bear the pertinent saint’s or mystery’s name. And 
so it will be here at Transfiguration.  

Transfiguration exists  
to lead all those in the  
East Metro to Christ,  

the Source and Summit of  
our daily and eternal lives.  

6133 15th Street North 
Oakdale, MN 55128 

Monday-Thursday:  
 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Friday:  8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
Phone: 651-738-2646 
After-hours Emergency: 
 651-501-2250 
mpraska@transfigurationmn.org 
bulletin@transfigurationmn.org  

 Office:  651-501-2220 
Attendance Line: 651-501-2255 

tiger@transfigurationmn.org 

Check our website  
and myParish App for 
the most up-to-date 

schedule of  our 
liturgies.  



PASTOR 
 Fr. John Paul Erickson 651-738-2646 
 frerickson@transfigurationmn.org  

ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
 Fr. Brian Lynch 651-738-2646 
 frlynch@transfigurationmn.org 

DEACON 
 Deacon Dan Brewer  651-738-2646 
 dbrewer@transfigurationmn.org 

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 
 Erin Ethier  651-501-2209 
 eethier@transfigurationmn.org 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT COORDINATOR /  
PARISH SECRETARY 
 Martha Praska  651-738-2646 
 mpraska@transfigurationmn.org 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
 Kathy Weed 651-738-2646 
 kweed@transfigurationmn.org 

FINANCE ASSISTANT & TADS 
 Kim Connolly  651-501-2208 
 kconnolly@transfigurationmn.org 

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
 Andy Jacobson  651-501-2216 
 principal@transfigurationmn.org 

DIRECTOR OF SACRED MUSIC 
 Mary Demko  651-501-2224 
 mdemko@transfigurationmn.org 

LITURGY COORDINATOR 
 Shantel Schallenkamp 651-501-2206 
 sschallenkamp@transfigurationmn.org 

DIRECTOR OF PARISH FORMATION 
 Justin Kortuem 651-501-2207 
 jkortuem@transfigurationmn.org 

CONFIRMATION COORDINATOR 
 Justin Shay 651-501-2219 
  jshay@transfigurationmn.org 

PARISH LIFE & YOUTH FORMATION 
COORDINATOR 
 Melissa Phinney 651-501-2202 
 mphinney@transfigurationmn.org 

COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR  
 Michelle Jwanouskos    
 bulletin@transfigurationmn.org 

MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR   
 Phil Stoffel 651-501-2245 
 pstoffel@transfigurationmn.org 

AFTER HOURS PASTORAL  
EMERGENCY NUMBER:  651-501-2250  

VICTIM/SURVIVOR SITE & HOTLINE   
 safe-environment.archspm.org 651-291-4475 

Next Baptism Class: Monday, August 3, 2020, at 7:00 p.m.  
If you are in need of Baptism Class, please pre-register by calling 
the Parish Office at 651-738-2646.  

If you would like to celebrate your wedding at Transfiguration, 
please contact the Parish Office at least nine months in advance. 

Sally Louise Palecek died and was buried from Transfiguration 
on July 23. Please keep Sally and her family in your prayers. 

J. Patrick Schaffer, father of Fr. Gregory Schaffer, died and was 
buried from Transfiguration on July 24. Please keep Pat and his 
family in your prayers. 

May the souls of the faithful departed,  
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  

Big-Ticket Capital Improvement Fund 
Amount Collected July 19 $                  896
Balance in Big-Ticket Savings Account 82,337 

 July 19 Fiscal YTD 

Total Budgeted Collection $        20,000 $           60,000 

Weekend Collection 20,023 58,104 

Surplus/(Deficit) 23 (1,896) 

% Above/(Below) Budget  -3.16% 

Long-Term Debt for Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2021 
Amount Collected/Principal Payment $                 635 
Balance on Long-Term Debt 4,262,278 
Interest Paid on LT Debt Since 7/1/20 14,432 
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Please note that, due to the increase in online contributions, the budget and 
collection totals will include online contributions each week. In the past, they were 
included once per month. 
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While our 8:00 a.m. Mass on August 6 will feature great festivity,  
I am delighted to announce that at 7:00 p.m. that same evening, 
internationally-known biblical commentator Jeff Cavins will be 
delivering a presentation at our parish on the great mystery of 
the Transfiguration and the call to missionary discipleship. This 
talk will be the first installment of the second year of the “Reverend 
William Baer Lecture Series,” the timing of which has had to be 
modified a bit due to, well, the entire spring and summer of 2020.  
We are asking people to RSVP via SignUpGenius (see article on  
page 6), so that as many people as possible might be able to attend 
while still abiding by our current protocols. The talk will be free, 
though goodwill donations will of course be accepted to help cover 
the costs of the event. Please stay tuned for more details about what 
promises to be a wonderful evening. Jeff Cavins is a tremendous 
teacher, and has touched the lives of thousands through his famed 
Great Adventure Series and his effective methods of communicating 
great biblical themes and narratives.  

As if this wasn’t enough, we will also mark the Solemnity of the 
Transfiguration during the first weekend of August, specifically on 
August 2, when each of our 
three Sunday Masses will 
utilize the readings and prayers 
for the Transfiguration. Holy 
Mother Church understands 
well the importance of 
celebrating well, and so She 
allows in her liturgical 
documents the transferring of 
feasts and Solemnities of 
special importance within a 
specific community to a 
Sunday that is close to the 
actual date of the celebration 
on the Church’s Universal 
Calendar. The Church allows 
this so that as many people as 
possible may celebrate the 
feast or Solemnity.  

Celebrating well takes effort.  
It takes planning and a 
willingness to work to make 
the celebration one to truly 
enjoy. But how important this effort is!  Especially now, when so 
many can become so easily discouraged by the struggles around us. So 
please plan to celebrate our patronal feast day, and to give thanks to 
God for the many blessings He has showered upon this parish. “Lord, 
how it is good to be here!!!”   

In Christ, the Transfigured and Transfiguring One, 

Fr. Erickson  

Monday, July 27 
8:00 a.m. – Mass 
5:30-6:00 p.m. – Confessions* 

Tuesday, July 28 
8:00 a.m. – Mass  
Noon-1:00 p.m. – Church Open for Prayer** 
Noon-12:30 p.m. – Confessions*   

Wednesday, July 29 
8:00 a.m. – Mass 
5:00 p.m. – Outdoor Mass (parking lot) 

Thursday, July 30  (No Confessions) 
8:00 a.m. – Mass  
Noon-1:00 p.m. – Church Open for Prayer** 

Friday, July 31 
8:00 a.m. – Mass  

Saturday, August 1 
8:00 a.m. – Mass, live-streamed only 
      (no congregation) 

Sunday, August 2-Celebration of the Feast of the 
Transfiguration 

8:30 a.m. – Holy Mass  
10:30 a.m. – Holy Mass �  
6:00 p.m. – Holy Mass 
� Distribution of Holy Communion following  

10:30 a.m. Mass. Parishioners and visitors who cannot 
attend Mass inside and are present to listen to Mass in 
the parking lot may receive Holy Communion under 
the canopy; please wait for a signal from staff before 
you leave your vehicles.  

* Confessions will be offered from 5:30-6:00 p.m. on 
Monday, and from noon-12:30 p.m. on Tuesday. 
Please ring the door buzzer to be admitted. 

** Church Open for Prayer: Our church will be open for 
private prayer from noon-1:00 p.m. on Tuesday & 
Thursday. Please ring the door buzzer and you will be 
admitted if fewer than 30 people are already in the 
church.  

All times subject to change. Please check  
our parish website daily for time changes.  

“We know that all things work for good for  
those who love God, who are called according  

to His purpose.”  -  ROMANS 8:28 
Do you really trust God?  Do you really 
believe that God will provide all that you 
need?  Faith is a challenge for everyone at 
times. Putting our trust in God, in 
everything we do, in good times and in 
bad, means that God’s plan for our lives 
may be quite different than what we 
planned. When one door closes, another 
one opens. Trust in God, His plan is 
always better.  



We are committed to providing many opportunities for as many people as possible to encounter the Lord through 
programs and offerings that are accessible, friendly, and convenient.  
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We are pleased to announce that Transfiguration Catholic School will 
open our doors for onsite learning during the 2020-2021 school 
year, and we have every intention of starting our school year on August 
31 as originally planned. In collaboration with the Archdiocesan 
Catholic Schools Office, along with our own preparedness task force, 
we are developing a detailed plan to ensure that every child who enters 
our building is safe and that we can continue our important mission of 
educating children in classrooms and hallways imbued with the 
Catholic Faith, joy and wonder, and surrounded by classmates and 
teachers who love them. 

If you do not currently have your children enrolled at Transfiguration 
and would like more information, please email 
tiger@transfigurationmn.org. Please note that we are excited to offer 
tuition assistance for students, including additional assistance for the 
first year a child transfers from a public school to Transfiguration, 
making our school very affordable. 

Christian Discipleship – Academic Excellence – Great Love 

During the past two 
weeks, several of our 
school teachers – 
along with people 
from many other 
parishes – attended a 
six-day Level IB 
training session for 
Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd 
catechists. It was a 
time of great blessings 
and insights, beautiful 
reflections, in-depth 
discussions on the message of the Gospel and how we can bring our 
young students to know, love and serve the Lord.  

Under the guidance of trainer Karen Sisson, every participant grew in 
faith and in their understanding of the methodology of CGS, which 
brings children into close relationship with their Good Shepherd, 
Jesus Christ.  

Thank you to all of you who have helped outfit our lovely atriums 
these past two years. We look forward to a great year of CGS for our 
PreK (age 4) through 3rd grade students.  

While our Sunday Mass will continue to be 
live streamed with many extra production 
features (different camera angles and close-
ups, text overlays of Scripture references, 
prayer texts and song titles), we will be 
simplifying our daily Mass streaming by 
using a single wide-angle camera view with 
no text overlays. 

The "Spiritual Communion" prayer will not 
appear on the daily Mass stream, but it will 
still be available on our website.  
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We recognize that it is the Sunday Mass that is the true source and summit of our life and faith, and we are committed 
to providing transcendent and transfiguring worship that also builds up our community as one. 

 
Some parishioners have told us that they do not understand the procedures we have established to keep 
Transfiguration open for Masses (including weddings, funerals, weekdays and Sundays) and also open for confessions 
and prayer time. Please know that we are working diligently on your behalf to make this time as peaceful, prayerful and 
joyful as possible; we sincerely ask each of you to be charitable to the priests and deacons, the staff, the volunteers and 
to each other as we all navigate ways to follow directives and insurance guidelines, while trying to keep people of all 
opinions as safe and respected as we can. 

We are using spray hand sanitizer (applied by staff or volunteers) for each person 
entering the church. This option is much more cost-effective than gel, quicker to apply, 
and readily available in large quantities. Some people ask if they can bring their own gel; 
however, because we cannot verify the contents of personal containers, we ask that all 
people allow volunteers/staff to spray their hands. If someone is very sensitive to 
sanitizers, he/she is welcome to wash hands in our restrooms.  

To ensure that proper distance is given between individuals/families, we have 
ushers to seat people in available pews. If there are special accommodations needed 
(difficulty walking, other medical concerns) we try to help those people get seated in 
the best area for them. We have found out that our ushers efficiently seat people 
and assure that the max number of people allowed can be safely seated in our 
church (250 max in our space). Please understand that allowing people to seat 
themselves in the church results in fewer people fitting in the church, more contact 
among people, and difficulty identifying open seats.  

Although some churches in the area have 
determined that reception on the tongue is not safe 
at this time, people may receive on the hand or on 
the tongue at any of the stations we have prepared 
for distribution of Holy Communion following 
Mass. We are aware of the many different ways 
other churches handle the distribution, and we have 

worked diligently to determine the best way we can provide the Eucharist to Mass 
attendees at Transfiguration. We ask that people leave sufficient space between 
themselves and others as our ushers help people move safely to receive 
Our Lord. Beginning this weekend, we will have prayer cards you may 
take after receiving the Eucharist – a prayer of thanksgiving for the 
reception of Holy Communion. As people move out into the parking lot, 
we ask all to remain in reverent silence to respect the prayers of 
thanksgiving of fellow parishioners. 

Both parishioners and guests have vastly different opinions on the procedures at 
Transfiguration and other Catholic churches. We serve people wanting us to be more 
cautious and others who want us to remove all restrictions. But we are motivated to 
do all we can to stay open for all of you! And to do so, we need volunteers to help – 
and we need cooperation and understanding from all parishioners. The Mass and 
the Sacraments are the most important ways we bring people into encounter 
with Our Lord, and we want to remain open to offer them to all who seek Him.  

Masses will be offered  for each of 
these intentions.  

Sunday, July 26 
Harold Gettelman † /  

Frances Maranowicz 
Sarah Jane Valena † 
The People of Transfiguration 

Monday, July 27 
Gary Wirkus † 

Tuesday, July 28 
Mark Doehling † 

Wednesday, July 29 
Charles A Blossom  

Thursday, July 30 
Eli Pook 

Friday, July 31 
Matthew Waldron † 

Saturday, August 1 
Dennis Weimann † 
Joyce Allen † 

Sunday, August 2 
Gerald Caven † 
The People of Transfiguration 
Walter & Virginia Ricker † 
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We are committed to being a truly “pro-family” culture, a culture that recognizes parents’ primary role in the education 
of their children, encourages and promotes a radical openness to life, and strives to support families in their efforts to 
be holy and to form their beloved children into saints.  

 

We are excited to announce that Jeff Cavins will be coming to Transfiguration on August 6, to 
speak for our Feast Day. Jeff is recognized both nationally and internationally as an exciting public 
speaker and Bible teacher. He communicates the Catholic faith at a level that everyone can 
understand, taking theological truths and expressing them in a practical way. He is the creator and 
founder of the popular Great Adventure Bible Study series published by Ascension Press. The 
foundational study, The Bible Timeline: the Story of Salvation, has enabled students to understand the 
chronological flow of Scripture. Jeff will be speaking in the main church at 7:00 p.m. and he will 
be talking about “Transfiguration and the Activated Disciple.” Because of the popularity of this 
event, we will have an RSVP through SignUpGenius. To sign up for free, follow the link on our website or call the 
parish office to reserve your spot. We will also live-stream the event and broadcast it in the parking lot through FM 
radio, weather permitting.  

I really didn't know much about the atrium or Catechesis 
program until I had the chance to see it recently. I was so 
impressed with all of the Hands-On Montessori tools, 
most of them handcrafted by gifted woodworkers, that 
they used to teach the children about God and Jesus.  

Jenny Samec is such a gift to the children. Her love and 
commitment to the kids and teaching them about their 
faith is so evident. I could not have asked for a better 
experience for Noelle in preparing for her first 
communion and in learning about her faith.  

My daughter, Eva K., received her First Communion this 
past Sunday. Not only did Fr. Erickson personalize the 
Mass for the children, he actually explained to the girls 
and the parish how proud he was of them and explained 
to Eva how this is a life changing event. Our family is 
blessed to be a part of this parish and our children grow 
here and learn about the Sacraments. My job as a parent 
is to teach my girls the importance of being a Catholic 
and Transfiguration not only instills the importance of 
this, but helps build confidence in their faith and for this I 
am forever grateful to be a part of this School and Parish.  



Follow us @  
facebook.com/
Transfigurationmn 

Join the conversation 
@ Twitter.com/ 
TransfigParish 

Listen to past homilies and watch 
other videos by going to 
Transfigurationmn.org/YouTube 

See what’s going on 
@ Instagram.com/
Transfig39 

has accepted my  
offer to teach 5th grade. Mary is a long-time teacher at 
Transfiguration and I am confident that she will bring her 
enthusiasm and spirit to our 5th grade students. As an 
experienced middle school teacher, she is well-qualified to 
prepare our 5th grade students for all that Middle School has  
to offer.  

is the 
Physical Education teacher and Athletic Director. Mr. Jim 
Weingartz has re-retired and will be greatly missed. We are 
excited for Ms. Luger to bring her innovative ideas to the AD 
position and teach our students that sports and games are 
amazing, especially when you are playing for God! 

has accepted 
the position of Middle School English and Literature teacher. 
Eileen comes to us from St Agnes, where she taught English 
and designed curriculum for diverse learners in literature, 
writing and grammar. She brings great experience and 
enthusiasm to teach students of all levels and is passionate 
about building students’ love for reading. Please welcome 
Eileen to the Transfiguration family! 

has 
accepted my offer to teach Kindergarten (Mrs. Hoffman has 
resigned her position). Mrs. Shriver’s patience and witness to 
her Catholic faith, along with her experience with the CGS 
program, will give all of our students a wonderful opportunity 
to experience the great love of Jesus. 

will continue in her 
responsibilities as Preschool Director, but will no longer 
also serve as 4/5 classroom. Her FTE is not changing, but 
her title will change to Lower School Director. She will 
assist me as the lower school instructional specialist and in 
the areas of marketing and development.  

 has accepted the position of 
Preschool 3/4 teacher. Colleen has contributed in many 
ways at Transfiguration, most recently as a long-term sub in 
preschool and as leader of Home and School. I am excited 
to welcome Colleen to our staff! Her energy and love for 
the smallest of the Transfiguration students is a blessing to 
our community. Colleen has 3 students at Transfiguration, 
3rd grade, 7th grade and 8th grade. 
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Helping You Review 
Your Best Options

 Buying or Selling Real Estate

          FREE Market Analysis

    40+ Years of Real Estate Experience

Call Ken Frank 651-731-8899 
Email Ken at kfrank@kw.com

PREMIER REALTY

Newest & Most Affordable Funeral Home in the Area!

 Michael O’Halloran - Owner

          Cremation • Funeral Services • Life Celebrations

651-702-0301   www.ohalloranmurphy.com

DITTRICH LAW FIRM P.A.
GREGORY D. DITTRICH 

Parishioner
Family Law & Wills 

www.dittrichlawoffice.com 
Conveniently located at I-94 & Radio Dr.

651-730-6223          Free 1/2 Hr. Initial Consultation

Specializing in Weddings & Special Occasions 

 
 
 

Chris Sarrack Exceptional Service 
2305 Stillwater Road 651-739-7959

Bank Local. Bank Premier.
Maplewood

651.777.7700
Woodbury

651.578.6998

Roseville 
651.633.8880

White Bear Lake
651.426.7800

Ask About Our CD Specials | premierbanks.com

Assisted living memory care 
OPENING SPRING 2020

(651) 793-2100 
CerenitySeniorCare.com

Assisted living  
memory care

OPENING SPRING 2020

(651) 793-2100
CerenitySeniorCare.com



WULFF 
Funeral Home

 
Susan Montpetit, Manager

651-776-1555
1485 White Bear Ave. St. Paul

Cremation Services • Advance Planning
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Gormans
Family Restaurant

Since 1980

3 Miles E. of 694 on County Rd. 14, Lake Elmo, MN

651-770-2476
Hours: M-Sat 6am-8pm • Sun 7am-3pm 

Breakfast Served Anytime!

Relevant Radio 1330 AM 
“Catholic Radio–bridging the gap between faith & everyday life”

www.catholicscomehome.org
Together We Can End Abortion

Ed & Kathy Gorman, Parishioners

FREE ESTIMATE 
FINANCING

 

Rob Langer, Parishioner 

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION
651-429-0001 • www.srheatingcooling.com

HEATING • COOLING

PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF SERVICE ORDER. 
NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR DISCOUNT.

$10000 OFF 
Installation of Furnace or  

Air Conditioner - OR - 
$25000 OFF 

for Installation of BOTH

$2000 OFF 
WORK 

PERFORMED

SANDBERG 
FUNERAL & 

CREMATION SERVICES
651-777-2600 

sandbergfuneralhome.com
Family Owned & Operated Since 1942

State Farm®

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Amy Brown Ins Agency Inc
Amy Brown CLU CPCU, Agent
1513 Geneva Avenue N
Oakdale, MN 55128-4219
Bus 651.735.4193  Fax 651.735.7673
www.amybrown.us • amy@amybrown.us

The greatest compliment you can give is a referral.

www.FurlongsLiquor.com 

Hwy 36 & Century

779-7757

Voted Best Liquor Store 
Best Wine Selection 

Best Service Past 21 Years

Party Planning and delivery 

Open Late Night 8-10pm 
Monday - Saturday

SUN       RAY  
PLUMBING & HEATING INC

Residential • Commercial
 FOUR GENERATIONS STRONG

651-779-6823
GLENN ROESKE STEVE ROESKE

www.sunrayplumbing.com

Your search for a self 
storage facility is over!

Full Breakfast Menu
Every Sunday 10am-Noon

651-714-2035 • www.ray-js.com
9854 Norma Lane (Woodbury Dr & I-94)

Open 7 days a week

NOW HIRING 
SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS!

Apply Online at: 
FirstGroupCareers.com

Shayne Hall 
Realtor, MN & WI

(651) 335-6607
www.HomesByShayne.com

Michael Justen, Master Plumber

651-605-5025    
www.justenplumbing.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

Providing Free, Safe Housing For 
Homeless Pregnant Women.

We are seeking volunteers to help with gardening/yard 
work at our St. Paul home. Please contact us to learn more.

www.PhilomenaHouse.org  |  651•373•1205

Contact Tom Maakestad to place an ad today!
tmaakestad@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5858

Join Curatio: Apostolate for Catholic Healthcare workers 
to grow in holiness & live out our faith in healthcare

MD, NP, PA, RN, LVN, CNA, RT, PharmD, OT, PT, Therapists, Techs & Clerks 
www.CuratioApostolate.com

Sydney March RN
 Parishioner


