
  

 

 
 

 
I recall hearing within the last few months a commercial 
for an accounting or human resources firm appealing to 
small business owners. I imagine their message was 
designed for talented people in trades, crafts, and 
services of various types; men and women who, when 
younger, loved directly providing these trades, crafts, 
and services and had a passion for sharing their gifts 
with more and more people. In their attempt to reach 
more customers, these talented people grew their 

businesses by hiring employees. In the process, these skilled artisans became 
small business owners – and with business ownership came a number of 
administrative and accounting responsibilities that not only took the skilled-
artisan-now-business-owner away from the work that he loved, but also had 
him doing tasks for which he was ill equipped and quite possibly disliked. 
The goal of the commercial was to get the small business owner to hire the 
firm to do the administrative and accounting tasks so that he could focus on 
providing the trade, craft, or service: the very work about which the skilled-
artisan-now-business-owner was passionate and which gave him life.  
Something similar can happen in religion too, and it can be difficult to 
acknowledge and address. The administrative and accounting 
responsibilities are necessary and important in a parish, and God provides 
authentic charisms that enable and empower some Christians to perform 
them for the greater glory of God. I suppose the goal is to have the people 
with the relevant charisms responsible for the corresponding needs of the 
parish. That is what I sense to be the case at Transfiguration.  
I am quite happy to be at Transfiguration working for and with my seminary 
classmate and friend Fr. John Paul Erickson as a member of the 
Transfiguration staff, and I am grateful to Archbishop Hebda for the 
opportunity.  

Transfiguration exists  
to lead all those in the  
East Metro to Christ,  

the Source and Summit of  
our daily and eternal lives.  

6133 15th Street North 
Oakdale, MN 55128 

Monday-Thursday:  
 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Friday:  8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
Phone: 651-738-2646 
After-hours Emergency: 
 651-501-2250 
mpraska@transfigurationmn.org 
bulletin@transfigurationmn.org  

 Office:  651-501-2220 
Attendance Line: 651-501-2255 

tiger@transfigurationmn.org 

Check our website  
and myParish App for 
the most up-to-date 

schedule of  our 
liturgies.  



PASTOR 
 Fr. John Paul Erickson 651-738-2646 
 frerickson@transfigurationmn.org  

ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
 Fr. Brian Lynch 651-738-2646 
 frlynch@transfigurationmn.org 

DEACON 
 Deacon Dan Brewer  651-738-2646 
 dbrewer@transfigurationmn.org 

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 
 Erin Ethier  651-501-2209 
 eethier@transfigurationmn.org 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT COORDINATOR /  
PARISH SECRETARY 
 Martha Praska  651-738-2646 
 mpraska@transfigurationmn.org 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
 Kathy Weed 651-738-2646 
 kweed@transfigurationmn.org 

FINANCE ASSISTANT & TADS 
 Kim Connolly  651-501-2208 
 kconnolly@transfigurationmn.org 

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
 Andy Jacobson  651-501-2216 
 principal@transfigurationmn.org 

DIRECTOR OF SACRED MUSIC 
 Mary Demko  651-501-2224 
 mdemko@transfigurationmn.org 

LITURGY COORDINATOR 
 Shantel Schallenkamp 651-501-2206 
 sschallenkamp@transfigurationmn.org 

DIRECTOR OF PARISH FORMATION 
 Justin Kortuem 651-501-2207 
 jkortuem@transfigurationmn.org 

CONFIRMATION COORDINATOR 
 Justin Shay 651-501-2219 
  jshay@transfigurationmn.org 

PARISH LIFE & YOUTH FORMATION 
COORDINATOR 
 Melissa Phinney 651-501-2202 
 mphinney@transfigurationmn.org 

COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR  
 Michelle Jwanouskos    
 bulletin@transfigurationmn.org 

MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR   
 Phil Stoffel 651-501-2245 
 pstoffel@transfigurationmn.org 

AFTER HOURS PASTORAL  
EMERGENCY NUMBER:  651-501-2250  

VICTIM/SURVIVOR SITE & HOTLINE   
 safe-environment.archspm.org 651-291-4475 

Next Baptism Class: Monday, August 3, 2020, at 7:00 p.m.  
If you are in need of Baptism Class, please pre-register by calling 
the Parish Office at 651-738-2646.  

If you would like to celebrate your wedding at Transfiguration, 
please contact the Parish Office at least nine months in advance. 

Big-Ticket Capital Improvement Fund 
Amount Collected July 26 $              1,944
Balance in Big-Ticket Savings Account 84,281 

 July 26 Fiscal YTD 

Total Budgeted Collection $        32,000 $           92,000 

Weekend Collection 30,186 88,290 

Surplus/(Deficit) (1,814) (3,710) 

% Above/(Below) Budget  -4.03% 

Long-Term Debt for Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2021 
Amount Collected/Principal Payment $                 475 
Balance on Long-Term Debt 4,261,802 
Interest Paid on LT Debt Since 7/1/20 14,432 
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Please note that, due to the increase in online contributions, the budget and 
collection totals will include online contributions each week. In the past, they were 
included once per month. 

An obituary page is available on the parish website.  
It can be found at www.transfigurationmn.org/obits 
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At the core of my happiness is Fr. Erickson’s explicit desire to “lead all 
those in the East Metro to Christ.” I have found that living this kind of 
mission gives me life, and that I enjoy the exhilaration that accompanies 
being on the front line, speaking to and interacting directly with those 
who are receiving the message of Jesus. While this is satisfying when 
preaching and teaching members of “the choir” already in the fold, 
there is a real need to reach to the “other sheep,” as Jesus indicated in 
his Good Shepherd discourse, so that there will be “one flock, one 
shepherd” (John 10:16). 
Just recently, I was out by the Transfiguration Church and School sign 
at the corner of Century Avenue and 14th Street, holding a sign that said 
“JESUS” in letters approximately 13 inches tall. I was encouraged by 
the number of people who beeped in support of my message. The 
highlight was when a young man approached to speak with me, and we 
were able to pray together.  
Though it is this kind of outreach to which I feel called, I cannot say 
that it comes easy or naturally for me. When anticipating the time I have 
designated to engage in outreach, there is always some good thing that 
would be much more comfortable for me to do instead. Since it may 
not come easily or naturally, we can learn from and be encouraged by 
others. 
Recently, local Born-Again Christians have distributed information 
about Jesus to East Metro homes. The information included a letter 
offering encouragement and prayer, a small booklet entitled “Would 
You Like to Know God Personally?” and a DVD with three films about 
Jesus. There was a great deal of truth, goodness, and beauty in these 
presentations of the Gospel; they were, however, incomplete, as there 
was little recognition of the necessity of the Church founded by Jesus 
and the sacraments he instituted for becoming members of his Church 
and receiving his saving grace. The situation reminds me of the story of 
Apollos in Acts 18:24-28 in which we are told that Apollos “had been 
instructed in the Way of the Lord and, with ardent spirit, spoke and 
taught accurately about Jesus, although he knew only of the baptism of 
John.”  St. Paul worked to bring people like Apollos into full 
communion with the Church by administering Baptism and 
Confirmation (Acts 19:1-7). This will always be a significant work of the 
Church, and one that we are relatively comfortable doing.  
However, first things first. If we are to be true to the mission entrusted 
to us by Jesus, we must make Jesus known and loved by people who do 
not know him, and consequently cannot love him. That fundamental 
work cannot be delegated, presumed or skipped for the sake of 
efficiency; it is not optional. As Christians striving to be authentic, we 
must bring Jesus to those who do not have him.  
I would be delighted if others at Transfiguration would be interested in 
joining me in such efforts. Please contact me if you are feeling the call, 
especially if you are having trouble responding to the call. Together, and 
with God’s grace, we can and will make the name of Jesus known and 
loved in the East Metro.  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you, 
Fr. Lynch 

Monday, August 3 
8:00 a.m. – Mass 
5:30-6:00 p.m. – Confessions* 

Tuesday, August 4 
8:00 a.m. – Mass  
Noon-12:30 p.m. – Confessions*   
1:30-2:30 p.m. – Rosary** 

Wednesday, August 5 
8:00 a.m. – Mass 
5:00 p.m. – Outdoor Mass (parking lot) 

Thursday, August 6 - Transfiguration Feast Day 
8:00 a.m. – Mass  
Noon-12:30 p.m. – Confessions*   
Noon-1:00 p.m. – Church Open for Prayer** 

Friday, August 7 
8:00 a.m. – Mass  

Saturday, August 8 
8:00 a.m. – Mass, live-streamed only 
      (no congregation) 

Sunday, August 9-19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30-8:00 a.m. – Confesssions* 
8:30 a.m. – Holy Mass  
10:30 a.m. – Holy Mass �  
6:00 p.m. – Holy Mass 

� Distribution of Holy Communion following  
10:30 a.m. Mass. Parishioners and visitors who 
cannot attend Mass inside and are present to listen 
to Mass in the parking lot may receive Holy 
Communion under the canopy; please wait for a 
signal from staff before you leave your vehicles.  

* Confessions are offered Mondays from 5:30-6:00 p.m., 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays from noon-12:30 p.m.,  
and on Sundays from 7:30-8:00 a.m., beginning  
August 9. Please ring the door buzzer to be admitted. 

** On Tuesdays and Thursdays, please ring the door 
buzzer to be admitted into the church for Private 
Prayer and the Rosary.  

All times subject to change. Please check  
our parish website daily for time changes.  

“Jesus said to them, ‘There is no need for them to  
go away; give them some food yourselves’.”   

-  MATTHEW 14:16 
This is what Jesus said right before he fed 
the five thousand men. How often do we 
really place our trust in Jesus when the 
situation looks grim?  With Jesus, no gift is 
too small or insignificant when offered with 
love. But, we have to do our part. We 
should trust that Jesus will provide all that 
we need. We need to believe that Jesus has a 
better plan in store for us.  



We are committed to providing many opportunities for as many people as possible to encounter the Lord through 
programs and offerings that are accessible, friendly, and convenient.  
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We are excited to announce that Jeff Cavins is coming to Transfiguration this Thursday, August 6, 
to speak for our Feast Day. Jeff is recognized both nationally and internationally as an exciting 
public speaker and Bible teacher. He communicates the Catholic faith at a level that everyone can 
understand, taking theological truths and expressing them in a practical way. He is the creator and 
founder of the popular Great Adventure Bible Study series published by Ascension Press. The 
foundational study, The Bible Timeline: the Story of Salvation, has enabled students to understand the 
chronological flow of Scripture. Jeff will be speaking in the main church at 7:00 p.m. and he will 
be talking about “Transfiguration and the Activated Disciple.” Because of the popularity of this 
event, we will have an RSVP through SignUpGenius. To sign up for free, follow the link on our website or call the 
parish office to reserve your spot. We will also live-stream the event and broadcast it in the parking lot through FM 
radio, weather permitting.  

Since July 14, the Memorial of Saint Kateri Tekakwitha, a group of 
parishioners and friends of our parish have gathered together at 12:30 p.m. 
every Tuesday to pray the rosary in our beautiful church for the intentions 
and spiritual needs of our parish, our Church, our nation and our world. 
In a time when many feel disconnected and ill at ease with so much going 
on all around us, it is more important than ever to gather under the mantle 
of Our Lady and to invoke her protection and peace. Please consider 
joining us – individuals, couples and families are most welcome. The 15-
decade prayer will generally be led by the clergy of Transfiguration, will 
begin promptly at 12:30 p.m., and will conclude close to 1:30 p.m. All 
COVID-19 protocols must be followed by attendees, and the exterior 
church doors will close at 1:00 p.m. Ave Maria!     

Parishioners and guests who would like to attend Mass and other events at Transfiguration 
have asked about our mask policy and whether or not they will be allowed in if they cannot 
wear a mask. It is important for all to understand that there are exemptions listed in the 
governor’s Executive Order 20-81. The signs posted in our gathering space includes 
information on people who are exempt from the mandate: “Individuals who have medical or other 
health conditions, disabilities or mental health, developmental, or behavioral needs that make it difficult to 
tolerate wearing a face covering.” (source: www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/
facecover.html) In addition, please know that you are not required to explain or provide proof of your medical 
condition; simply state that you cannot wear a mask. We ask that everyone is patient and charitable during this mandate.  
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We recognize that it is the Sunday Mass that is the true source and summit of our life and faith, and we are committed 
to providing transcendent and transfiguring worship that also builds up our community as one. 

The Lord's Day dinner is an opening meal at the 
beginning of the Lord’s Day (Sunday), modeled after 
the Jewish opening meal of their Sabbath day. The 
Sabbath day lasted from sundown to sundown, so the 
Lord's Day Dinner is celebrated Saturday night. It 
consists of prayers acknowledging that this is a day to 
honor and worship the Lord. 

Just as Easter is the yearly celebration of Jesus’ 
resurrection that won for us our salvation, Sunday is 
the weekly celebration of Christ’s resurrection. The 
Lord's Day Dinner does not take the place of Mass, 
just as the Jewish Sabbath opening meal did not 
replace attending synagogue services. 

It is a means for making the whole day a feast day, providing a way to open the Lord’s Day at home, just as Jesus 
would have done as a Jew. It’s a way of sanctifying and setting apart the entire day for the purpose of honoring God. 

Things we do to celebrate the Lord’s Day: 

· Stop working Saturday afternoon. 
· Eat a nicer meal together Saturday night and make that night a family night  

with games. 
· Invite other families over to celebrate with us. 
· Go to Mass together on Sunday. 
· Eat a meal together on Sunday. 
· Do something active with the whole family (bike, go to a park, walk, ski, 

snowshoe…). 
· Visit relatives. 

Looking for a way to help  
you get more out of the Sunday 
Gospel?  

We have prepared short videos 
for each upcoming Sunday, 
along with study questions, to 
guide you to a deeper 
understanding of the readings 
you will hear at Mass.  

Feel free to use this video study for personal use, with your families, or in a small 
group setting. Videos are posted to the homepage of the parish website each Friday 
for the weekend Mass along with a link to the corresponding study guide. In addition, 
past videos and guides are available on the Education page if you wish to view them 
at a later date. 

Masses will be offered  for each  
of these intentions.  

Sunday, August 2 
Gerald Caven † 
The People of Transfiguration 
Walter & Virginia Ricker † 

Monday, August 3 
Teresa Garcia † 

Tuesday, August 4 
Ray Warner † 

Wednesday, August 5 
Kevin Oie 

Thursday, August 6
The People of Transfiguration 

Friday, August 7 
James L. Adams † 

Saturday, August 8 
Mary Ann Vogel † 
The People of Transfiguration 

Sunday,  August 9 
Ray & Alma Horwath † 
Jerome & Jeanne Belisle † 
Kelly Jewell † 



“ 
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We are committed to being a truly “pro-family” culture, a culture that recognizes parents’ primary role in the education 
of their children, encourages and promotes a radical openness to life, and strives to support families in their efforts to 
be holy and to form their beloved children into saints.  

“ 

“ My name is Michael S. and I’m in 
8th grade. This was supposed to be my first 
year of Extreme Faith Camp until we were 
hit by this pandemic. According to my 
friends and sister, normal camp was the best. 
So I didn’t have very high hopes for the 
alternate version of EFC. I mostly went 
because my friends were going to be 
there. But thinking back it was an fantastic 
decision, not just because I saw my friends 
daily, but because I genuinely felt changed 
for the better. I enjoyed the games, 
discussions and my awesome small group 
leaders. Overall, it was a great experience. I 
hope we can do the real camp next summer. 

Extreme Faith Camp (EFC) is something our youth look forward to every year. 
Unfortunately, with the COVID-19 restrictions, EFC at Big Sandy Lake was 
cancelled. Seeing the need to have something for our youth, Transfiguration teamed up 
St. Ambrose to provide their summer spiritual experience.  

Last week, middle school and high school students gathered at St. Ambrose in Woodbury 
for a faith camp that is similar to what they would have experienced at EFC. The 
evenings included Mass, confession, daily talks, testimonials, and games. In addition, all 
campers were divided into small groups that met throughout the evening to allow 
students to share their experiences. All events 
were outdoors, with all safety guidelines met. 
We thank you for your prayers for these 
young people! 

Extreme faith camp as always been the highlight of my summer, so 
when I, as well as many others, heard that it was cancelled because of 
the virus we were extremely disappointed. But thankfully many of us 
were able to participate in the modified version that Transfiguration and 
St. Ambrose put together this past week. Although we had a rules and 
restrictions to follow the week was still amazing. It was a great reminder 
that we need to keep a strong relationship with God especially during 
the times that we are going through right now, since over quarantine it 
had become eeasier to stray from God and grow lazy in our spiritual 
lives. As a counselor I hope I was able to help the kids grow closer to 
God and to remind them of his continuous love for them. 

As sad as it was that my last year 
of camp was cancelled, I was super 
happy that we had a little taste of 
it. I don’t think any of the other 
churches did something like this, 
but it was a well needed “break” 
from all that’s going on in the 
world. I loved seeing the middle 
schoolers who are serious about 
their faith, and also listening to the 
talks that restrengthen my hope. 
It’s something that everyone needs 
to be exposed to and I’m thankful 
I had the oppuritunity to partake.  

“ 
“ I had a great experience as a counselor at camp. It was wonderful to be able to go 

even in these difficult times. We heard talks that were definitely needed more than 
ever because of the current state of our world. It was great to meet with these 
middle schoolers to discuss and grow our faith as well as have a lot of fun.  

One of my favorite parts from Extreme Faith 
Camp this year was being able to listen to 
testimonies of my friend’s faith journeys. It 
helps me reaffirm my own faith to be able to 
listen to other people’s stories of finding 
Christ. EFC has changed my life and I would 
recommend it to anyone and everyone. 



Follow us @  
facebook.com/
Transfigurationmn 

Join the conversation 
@ Twitter.com/ 
TransfigParish 

Listen to past homilies and watch 
other videos by going to 
Transfigurationmn.org/YouTube 

See what’s going on 
@ Instagram.com/
Transfig39 

We are pleased to announce that Transfiguration Catholic School will open our 
doors for onsite learning during the 2020-2021 school year, and we have every 
intention of starting our school year on August 31 as originally planned. In 
collaboration with the Archdiocesan Catholic Schools Office, along with our own 
preparedness task force, we are developing a detailed plan to ensure that every child 
who enters our building is safe and that we can continue our important mission of 
educating children in classrooms and hallways imbued with the Catholic Faith, joy 
and wonder, and surrounded by classmates and teachers who love them. 

If you do not currently have your children enrolled 
at Transfiguration and would like more information, 
please email tiger@transfigurationmn.org. Please 
note that we are excited to offer tuition assistance 
for students, including additional assistance for the 
first year a child transfers from a public or charter 
school to Transfiguration, making our school very 
affordable. 

Christian Discipleship – Academic Excellence – Great Love 
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Helping You Review 
Your Best Options

 Buying or Selling Real Estate

          FREE Market Analysis

    40+ Years of Real Estate Experience

Call Ken Frank 651-731-8899 
Email Ken at kfrank@kw.com

PREMIER REALTY

Newest & Most Affordable Funeral Home in the Area!

 Michael O’Halloran - Owner

          Cremation • Funeral Services • Life Celebrations

651-702-0301   www.ohalloranmurphy.com

DITTRICH LAW FIRM P.A.
GREGORY D. DITTRICH 

Parishioner
Family Law & Wills 

www.dittrichlawoffice.com 
Conveniently located at I-94 & Radio Dr.

651-730-6223          Free 1/2 Hr. Initial Consultation

Specializing in Weddings & Special Occasions 

 
 
 

Chris Sarrack Exceptional Service 
2305 Stillwater Road 651-739-7959

Bank Local. Bank Premier.
Maplewood

651.777.7700
Woodbury

651.578.6998

Roseville 
651.633.8880

White Bear Lake
651.426.7800

Ask About Our CD Specials | premierbanks.com

Assisted living memory care 
OPENING SPRING 2020

(651) 793-2100 
CerenitySeniorCare.com

Assisted living  
memory care

OPENING SPRING 2020

(651) 793-2100
CerenitySeniorCare.com



WULFF 
Funeral Home

 
Susan Montpetit, Manager

651-776-1555
1485 White Bear Ave. St. Paul

Cremation Services • Advance Planning
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Gormans
Family Restaurant

Since 1980

3 Miles E. of 694 on County Rd. 14, Lake Elmo, MN

651-770-2476
Hours: M-Sat 6am-8pm • Sun 7am-3pm 

Breakfast Served Anytime!

Relevant Radio 1330 AM 
“Catholic Radio–bridging the gap between faith & everyday life”

www.catholicscomehome.org
Together We Can End Abortion

Ed & Kathy Gorman, Parishioners

FREE ESTIMATE 
FINANCING

 

Rob Langer, Parishioner 

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION
651-429-0001 • www.srheatingcooling.com

HEATING • COOLING

PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF SERVICE ORDER. 
NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR DISCOUNT.

$10000 OFF 
Installation of Furnace or  

Air Conditioner - OR - 
$25000 OFF 

for Installation of BOTH

$2000 OFF 
WORK 

PERFORMED

SANDBERG 
FUNERAL & 

CREMATION SERVICES
651-777-2600 

sandbergfuneralhome.com
Family Owned & Operated Since 1942

State Farm®

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Amy Brown Ins Agency Inc
Amy Brown CLU CPCU, Agent
1513 Geneva Avenue N
Oakdale, MN 55128-4219
Bus 651.735.4193  Fax 651.735.7673
www.amybrown.us • amy@amybrown.us

The greatest compliment you can give is a referral.

www.FurlongsLiquor.com 

Hwy 36 & Century

779-7757

Voted Best Liquor Store 
Best Wine Selection 

Best Service Past 21 Years

Party Planning and delivery 

Open Late Night 8-10pm 
Monday - Saturday

SUN       RAY  
PLUMBING & HEATING INC

Residential • Commercial
 FOUR GENERATIONS STRONG

651-779-6823
GLENN ROESKE STEVE ROESKE

www.sunrayplumbing.com

Your search for a self 
storage facility is over!

Full Breakfast Menu
Every Sunday 10am-Noon

651-714-2035 • www.ray-js.com
9854 Norma Lane (Woodbury Dr & I-94)

Open 7 days a week

NOW HIRING 
SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS!

Apply Online at: 
FirstGroupCareers.com

Shayne Hall 
Realtor, MN & WI

(651) 335-6607
www.HomesByShayne.com

Michael Justen, Master Plumber

651-605-5025    
www.justenplumbing.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

Providing Free, Safe Housing For 
Homeless Pregnant Women.

We are seeking volunteers to help with gardening/yard 
work at our St. Paul home. Please contact us to learn more.

www.PhilomenaHouse.org  |  651•373•1205

Contact Tom Maakestad to place an ad today!
tmaakestad@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5858


