
  

 

 
 

 
I have heard from many devout and faithful men and 
women who are increasingly concerned, frustrated and 
demoralized by recent decisions made by our religious 
and civic leaders. In the hearts of many, there is a 
burning desire for clarity, courage, and much stronger 
affirmations of counter-cultural values and ideas such as 
the inalienable rights of the unborn, the complementary 
differences between the sexes, the essential connection 
between sexual intimacy and the conception of children, and the saving 
truth that Jesus Christ is the only Lord and Messiah of the world and that 
the Catholic Church is His sacrament on earth. They also have a buring 
desire to see that same Church’s bishops and pastors speak more boldly 
and openly about its own rights and privileges in terms of how and when 
we worship the True and Living God.   

I very much sympathize with many of these concerns, and see ever more 
clearly how little compromise and ambiguity have secured the 
advancement of the Church’s mission and identity, which is of course the 
salvation of souls. But in their longing for greater conviction and clarity,  
I fear that many have turned to false prophets, men and women who 
speak with great conviction and fervor, but whose fruits rarely bear the 
marks of the Spirit – charity, joy, love of the poor, humility, and a willing 
respect and obedience towards legitimate authority issuing legitimate 
commands. On the contrary, the fruits of these sons and daughters of Baal 
are anxiety, willfulness, ungodly rage, and a loss of respect for the 
successor to Saint Peter and those bishops in union with him. These false 
prophets are found especially online, in the Catholic blogosphere and on 
various video channels.  

Transfiguration exists  
to lead all those in the  
East Metro to Christ,  

the Source and Summit of  
our daily and eternal lives.  

6133 15th Street North 
Oakdale, MN 55128 

Monday-Thursday:  
 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Friday:  8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
Phone: 651-738-2646 
After-hours Emergency: 
 651-501-2250 
mpraska@transfigurationmn.org 
bulletin@transfigurationmn.org  

 Office:  651-501-2220 
Attendance Line: 651-501-2255 

tiger@transfigurationmn.org 

Check our website  
and myParish App for 
the most up-to-date 

schedule of  our 
liturgies.  



PASTOR 
 Fr. John Paul Erickson 651-738-2646 
 frerickson@transfigurationmn.org  

ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
 Fr. Brian Lynch 651-738-2646 
 frlynch@transfigurationmn.org 

DEACON 
 Deacon Dan Brewer  651-738-2646 
 dbrewer@transfigurationmn.org 

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 
 Erin Ethier  651-501-2209 
 eethier@transfigurationmn.org 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT COORDINATOR /  
PARISH SECRETARY 
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 mpraska@transfigurationmn.org 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
 Kathy Weed 651-738-2646 
 kweed@transfigurationmn.org 

FINANCE ASSISTANT & TADS 
 Kim Connolly  651-501-2208 
 kconnolly@transfigurationmn.org 

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
 Andy Jacobson  651-501-2216 
 principal@transfigurationmn.org 

DIRECTOR OF SACRED MUSIC 
 Mary Demko  651-501-2224 
 mdemko@transfigurationmn.org 

LITURGY COORDINATOR 
 Shantel Schallenkamp 651-501-2206 
 sschallenkamp@transfigurationmn.org 

DIRECTOR OF PARISH FORMATION 
 Justin Kortuem 651-501-2207 
 jkortuem@transfigurationmn.org 

CONFIRMATION COORDINATOR 
 Justin Shay 651-501-2219 
  jshay@transfigurationmn.org 

PARISH LIFE & YOUTH FORMATION 
COORDINATOR 
 Melissa Phinney 651-501-2202 
 mphinney@transfigurationmn.org 

COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR  
 Michelle Jwanouskos    
 bulletin@transfigurationmn.org 

MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR   
 Phil Stoffel 651-501-2245 
 pstoffel@transfigurationmn.org 

AFTER HOURS PASTORAL  
EMERGENCY NUMBER:  651-501-2250  

VICTIM/SURVIVOR SITE & HOTLINE   
 safe-environment.archspm.org 651-291-4475 

Next Baptism Class: Monday, October 3, 2020, at 7:00 p.m. 
If you are in need of Baptism Class, please pre-register by calling 
the Parish Office at 651-738-2646. Important: This class will not be 
held if there are no preregistrations.  

If you would like to celebrate your wedding at Transfiguration, 
please contact the Parish Office at least nine months in advance. 

Big-Ticket Capital Improvement Fund 
Amount Collected August 2 $              2,508
Balance in Big-Ticket Savings Account 86,789 

 August 2 Fiscal YTD 

Total Budgeted Collection $        24,000 $           116,000 

Weekend Collection 24,583 112,873 

Surplus/(Deficit) 583 (3,127) 

% Above/(Below) Budget  -2.70% 

Long-Term Debt for Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2021 
Amount Collected/Principal Payment $                 475 
Balance on Long-Term Debt 4,261,577 
Interest Paid on LT Debt Since 7/1/20 14,432 
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Please note that, due to the increase in online contributions, the budget and 
collection totals will include online contributions each week. In the past, they were 
included once per month. 

We are thrilled to welcome the following new members to our Parish! 
Welcome to Transfiguration: 

·  James and Jacqueline Watters and their son, Julian, of Oakdale 
· Rose Fonyuy and her children, Fidel and Joy of Woodbury 

 
Matthew 17:4 
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These instruments of division and doom remind me very much of the 
words of Saint John XXIII, spoken on October 11, 1962 -  

In the daily exercise of Our pastoral office, it sometimes happens that We hear 
certain opinions which disturb Us—opinions expressed by people who, though fired 
with a commendable zeal for religion, are lacking in sufficient prudence and 
judgment in their evaluation of events. They can see nothing but calamity and 
disaster in the present state of the world. They say over and over that this modern 
age of ours, in comparison with past ages, is definitely deteriorating. One would 
think from their attitude that history, that great teacher of life, had taught them 
nothing. They seem to imagine that in the days of the earlier councils everything was 
as it should be so far as doctrine and morality and the Church's rightful liberty were 
concerned. 
We feel that We must disagree with these prophets of doom, who are always 
forecasting worse disasters, as though the end of the world were at hand. 
The more things change…. 

The believer is not bound to be a Pollyanna, naively optimistic about 
the state of a fractured and distressed world and the many obvious and 
dangerous failures of the members, leaders and laity both, of Holy 
Mother Church. What is more, believers have the right, and at times 
the duty, to speak out when needed and to challenge even their 
shepherds for the sake of the good of the flock.  

But in the heart of every Christian is a light, like the tabernacle light 
itself, which burns with hope and faith in the God who is ultimately in 
control, and can bring good even out of misery and confusion. And 
from this knowledge comes a gentleness, a joy and a zeal to make the 
One who makes all things new known and loved, and a supernatural 
strength to bear the evils of the world and of our age with patience 
and forbearance. For while the boat may seem overwhelmed by water 
and the crashing of the waves, the Lord is only sleeping, and He will 
not allow the ship to sink, not even now.  

In our pursuit of something to hold onto in this time of great 
uncertainty, let us avoid those voices that do not point to Jesus and to 
His saving Cross, but rather to themselves, and to their own 
judgments and opinions. I beg you to abandon those sites and 
commentators who only confuse, enrage and sow division that is the 
hallmark of the damn and damning devil. All heat and no light, these 
clever ones. But also pray for your pastors, especially Pope Francis, 
Archbishop Hebda and poor Father Erickson. Pray that we might be 
the prophets that we are called to be, and to spend our lives and to use 
our positions to make the name of Jesus Christ known and loved by all 
people, He Who is the source and summit of our daily and eternal 
lives. And in your compassion, offer sacrifice so that we might be holy 
shepherds, spiritual fathers who never count the cost for the lives and 
spiritual health of those whose salvation has been entrusted to our frail 
hands and quivering hearts. 

In Christ, the Transfigured and Transfiguring One, 

Fr. Erickson 

Monday, August 10
8:00 a.m. – Mass 
5:30-6:00 p.m. – Confessions* 

Tuesday, August 11 
8:00 a.m. – Mass  
Noon-12:30 p.m. – Confessions*   
1:30-2:30 p.m. – Rosary** 

Wednesday, August 12 
8:00 a.m. – Mass 
5:00 p.m. – Outdoor Mass (parking lot) 

Thursday, August 13 
8:00 a.m. – Mass  
Noon-12:30 p.m. – Confessions*   
Noon-1:00 p.m. – Church Open for Prayer** 

Friday, August 14 
8:00 a.m. – Mass  

Saturday, August 15 - The Assumption 
8:00 a.m. – Mass, live-streamed only 
      (no congregation) 

Sunday, August 16 - 20th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 

7:30-7:55 a.m. – Confesssions* 
8:30 a.m. – Holy Mass  
10:30 a.m. – Holy Mass �  
6:00 p.m. – Holy Mass 
� Distribution of Holy Communion following  

10:30 a.m. Mass. Parishioners and visitors who 
cannot attend Mass inside and are present to listen 
to Mass in the parking lot may receive Holy 
Communion under the canopy; please wait for a 
signal from staff before you leave your vehicles.  

* Confessions will be offered Sundays 7:30-7:55 a.m., 
Mondays 5:30-6:00 p.m., and Tuesday & Thursdays 
noon-12:30 p.m. Please ring the door buzzer to be 
admitted. 

** Our church will be open for private prayer from  
noon-1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, and from 12:30-1:30 p.m. 
for the recitation of the Rosary on Thursday. Please 
ring the door buzzer to be admitted.  

All times subject to change. Please check  
our parish website daily for time changes.  

“He said, ‘Come.’ Peter got out of the boat and 
began to walk on the water toward Jesus.”  

-  MATTHEW 14:29 
When you hear Jesus calling, do you 
responded immediately and trust that  
He knows what He’s doing?  If so, you 
are walking on water!  When we say 
“yes” to Jesus, we feel the power of his 
presence in our lives. We can feel the 
freedom it gives us!  Listen how Jesus is 
calling you to live the extraordinary life 
He has intended for you. 



We are committed to providing many opportunities for as many people as possible to encounter the Lord through 
programs and offerings that are accessible, friendly, and convenient.  
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Every Friday from 5:00-6:00 p.m. we collect items for St. Stephen's in 
Minneapolis. The parish was hit hard by COVID-19 and was in the 
midst of the riots and demonstrations; many parishioners and members 

of their community lost their 
businesses and homes. St. 
Stephen's has appreciated all 
assistance they have received; 
however, the need for food and 
household items continues to 
grow in this parish. Please be 
generous.  

As part of the Missionary Cooperation Plan of the Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis, Fr. Bob Hazel will speak 
at all three Masses on Sunday, August 23, about the needs of the Venezuelan Mission. Envelopes for your donations 
will be available in the gathering space near the front doors on August 9, August 16, and August 23; checks made out to 
“Transfiguration” should contain “Venezuelan Mission” in the memo line, and you can leave your clearly-marked 
donations at the church any time within the next few weeks. If you wish to donate online, visit our parish website.  
On the home page, click the Donate button to access our giving page. Click the FUND dropdown and select Other 
Payments, then in the Note field, key-in “Venezuelan Mission” and complete the remaining fields. 
Please call our office with any questions; thank you in advance for your 
generosity to this important corporal and spiritual work.  

This Saturday, August 15, is the Solemnity of the Assumption.  
In 2020, the Assumption is not a holy day of obligation, and all 
Catholics are reminded that they have been granted dispensation from 
attending Mass in person during the COVID-19 restrictions. Mass will 
be livestreamed at 8:00 a.m. on August 15.  
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We recognize that it is the Sunday Mass that is the true source and summit of our life and faith, and we are committed 
to providing transcendent and transfiguring worship that also builds up our community as one. 

Masses will be offered for  
each of these intentions.  

Sunday, August 9 
Ray & Alma Horwath † 
Jerome & Jeanne Belisle † 
Kelly Jewell † 

Monday, August 10 
Theresa Martinez 

Tuesday, August 11 
George Oxford  † 

Wednesday, August 12 
Fielding Holmes 

Thursday, August 13 
Louis † & Bette Jayne Haak 

Friday, August 14 
Ramon Espinosa † 

Saturday, August 15 
Vern and Anna Kolb † 

Deceased Members of the C.R.& 
Agnes Johnston  Family 

Sunday, August 16 
Elizabeth † and Harold Dziuk 
Kathy & Sue Smith 
The People of Transfiguration 

“ I find the Bible study guide is a great tool to prepare 
for and reflect on the Sunday readings. The weeks 
that I complete the study guide prior to Mass I find 
that I am more connected to and better able to focus 
on the Sunday readings at Mass. I enjoy using the 
Bible study guide in my women’s Bible study group. 
Sharing different reflections and perspectives on the 
readings has helped me further my faith journey. 

Meeting with my Walking with Purpose women’s group to 
discuss the Sunday readings helped me to see different 
peoples’ views of the messages within the readings and 
how I can apply it to my daily life…The study guide 
questions help me to reflect on how the world today is 
similar to Bible times and how we are to respond in 
different situations. I have enjoyed the informational 
Bible study videos as well, focusing on the theme of the 
week’s readings. It has given me more insight on how we 
are to live and act as Jesus’ disciples in our world today. 

Were you unable to attend the first 
talk in this series? GREAT NEWS! 
The Jeff Cavins presentation will 
remain on our YouTube Channel 
for you be able to view at your 
leisure. In addition, we will have two 
more talks to complete the annual 
Father Baer Memorial Lecture 
Series. Please continue to watch our 
bulletin and website for details. 

“ 

Looking for a way to help you get more out of the Sunday 
Gospel? We have prepared a short video for each 
upcoming Sunday, along with study questions, to guide you 
to a deeper understanding of the readings you will hear at 
Mass. You can use this video study for personal use, with 
your families, or in a small group setting. Many 
parishioners have been using this study program and have 
had great experiences from it. Visit the Education page on 
our parish website for more details. 

With the current restrictions in place for safety 
and cleaning, we cannot offer a play/nursery 
room for families with young children; however, 
the Moses Room (near the baptismal font in the 
church) will be available for use for nursing 
mothers and their infants during Mass.  

God bless all young families! 
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We are committed to being a truly “pro-family” culture, a culture that recognizes parents’ primary role in the education 
of their children, encourages and promotes a radical openness to life, and strives to support families in their efforts to 
be holy and to form their beloved children into saints.  

The staff at Transfiguration is diligently working on a 
plan for Family Formation. In weighing several options, 
we are determining the best fit for our Transfiguration 
families - one that is both inspirational and educational 
for your children and your family, and that also follows 
state safety guidelines. The final plan will be announced 
in the bulletin and on our parish website, so stay tuned! 

If you have any questions please reach out to Melissa 
Phinney at mphinney@transfigurationmn.org.  

We appreciate your patience during this time and ask for 
your continued prayers. Know that we are praying for 
you and your family. 

Although many things look different this year, the new 
asphalt, all the changes with Masses due to new and 
ever changing state guidelines, etc., one thing we can 
count on is having magnificent gardens, thanks to the 
loving and competent care of our parishioner (and 
volunteer extraordinaire) George Amo.  

New plantings bring additional color and beauty to our 
grounds each year. Thank you, George, for all you do 
to keep Transfiguration looking great!  

Join Options for Women’s East, August 10-19, for this great 
event! Walk for Life 2020 is a 10-10-10 Challenge: 

10 Days  • 10 Miles • $10/Miles 
Help them reach their goal of $10,000 which funds their 
prenatal care program for mothers who choose life for 
their unborn babies!   

For more information about this event, or to donate 
and/or register, visit: ofwepartners.com/events/walk-for-life/  



Follow us @  
facebook.com/
Transfigurationmn 

Join the conversation 
@ Twitter.com/ 
TransfigParish 

Listen to past homilies and watch 
other videos by going to 
Transfigurationmn.org/YouTube 

See what’s going on 
@ Instagram.com/
Transfig39 

The excerpt below was take from Bishop Cozzen’s 
letter to parents of Catholic School students:  

“Along with developing and implementing health and safety 
protocols, both the Archdiocese and our local Catholic schools are 
communicating with families the need for vigilance and flexibility 
in confronting COVID-19.  

We have and will continue to educate families, providing resources 
and reminding them that keeping our schools’ health requires that 
every family do its part through careful attention to the vigilance 
that the CDC is encouraging for all Americans. Working 
together, families and schools can meet the goals of health and 
safety as we continue to provide an excellent Catholic education for 
our young people.”   

- Bishop Cozzens   

To view the complete letter from Bishop Cozzens, 
please visit our school website. 

Do your kids learn better in the classroom? 
Transfiguration Catholic School will open our doors 
for onsite learning during the 2020-2021 school year 
and will start our school year on August 31 as originally 
planned.  

In collaboration with the Archdiocesan Catholic Schools 
Office and our own preparedness task force, we are 
developing detailed plans to ensure that every child who 
enters our building is safe and that we can continue our 
important mission of educating children in classrooms 
and hallways imbued with the Catholic Faith, joy and 
wonder. We cannot wait for our children to be 
surrounded by classmates and teachers who love them.  

Our openings are filling FAST, but we still have 
availability in our 5th-8th grade classrooms.  

Waitlists are starting so do not delay!  
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Helping You Review 
Your Best Options

 Buying or Selling Real Estate

          FREE Market Analysis

    40+ Years of Real Estate Experience

Call Ken Frank 651-731-8899 
Email Ken at kfrank@kw.com

PREMIER REALTY

Newest & Most Affordable Funeral Home in the Area!

 Michael O’Halloran - Owner

          Cremation • Funeral Services • Life Celebrations

651-702-0301   www.ohalloranmurphy.com

DITTRICH LAW FIRM P.A.
GREGORY D. DITTRICH 

Parishioner
Family Law & Wills 

www.dittrichlawoffice.com 
Conveniently located at I-94 & Radio Dr.

651-730-6223          Free 1/2 Hr. Initial Consultation

Specializing in Weddings & Special Occasions 

 
 
 

Chris Sarrack Exceptional Service 
2305 Stillwater Road 651-739-7959

Bank Local. Bank Premier.
Maplewood

651.777.7700
Woodbury

651.578.6998

Roseville 
651.633.8880

White Bear Lake
651.426.7800

Ask About Our CD Specials | premierbanks.com

Assisted living memory care 
OPENING SPRING 2020

(651) 793-2100 
CerenitySeniorCare.com

Assisted living  
memory care

OPENING SPRING 2020

(651) 793-2100
CerenitySeniorCare.com



WULFF 
Funeral Home

 
Susan Montpetit, Manager

651-776-1555
1485 White Bear Ave. St. Paul

Cremation Services • Advance Planning

  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  Transfiguration Catholic Church, Oakdale, MN A 4C 02-0162

Gormans
Family Restaurant

Since 1980

3 Miles E. of 694 on County Rd. 14, Lake Elmo, MN

651-770-2476
Hours: M-Sat 6am-8pm • Sun 7am-3pm 

Breakfast Served Anytime!

Relevant Radio 1330 AM 
“Catholic Radio–bridging the gap between faith & everyday life”

www.catholicscomehome.org
Together We Can End Abortion

Ed & Kathy Gorman, Parishioners

FREE ESTIMATE 
FINANCING

 

Rob Langer, Parishioner 

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION
651-429-0001 • www.srheatingcooling.com

HEATING • COOLING

PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF SERVICE ORDER. 
NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR DISCOUNT.

$10000 OFF 
Installation of Furnace or  

Air Conditioner - OR - 
$25000 OFF 

for Installation of BOTH

$2000 OFF 
WORK 

PERFORMED

SANDBERG 
FUNERAL & 

CREMATION SERVICES
651-777-2600 

sandbergfuneralhome.com
Family Owned & Operated Since 1942

State Farm®

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Amy Brown Ins Agency Inc
Amy Brown CLU CPCU, Agent
1513 Geneva Avenue N
Oakdale, MN 55128-4219
Bus 651.735.4193  Fax 651.735.7673
www.amybrown.us • amy@amybrown.us

The greatest compliment you can give is a referral.

www.FurlongsLiquor.com 

Hwy 36 & Century

779-7757

Voted Best Liquor Store 
Best Wine Selection 

Best Service Past 21 Years

Party Planning and delivery 

Open Late Night 8-10pm 
Monday - Saturday

SUN       RAY  
PLUMBING & HEATING INC

Residential • Commercial
 FOUR GENERATIONS STRONG

651-779-6823
GLENN ROESKE STEVE ROESKE

www.sunrayplumbing.com

Your search for a self 
storage facility is over!

Full Breakfast Menu
Every Sunday 10am-Noon

651-714-2035 • www.ray-js.com
9854 Norma Lane (Woodbury Dr & I-94)

Open 7 days a week

NOW HIRING 
SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS!

Apply Online at: 
FirstGroupCareers.com

Shayne Hall 
Realtor, MN & WI

(651) 335-6607
www.HomesByShayne.com

Michael Justen, Master Plumber

651-605-5025    
www.justenplumbing.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

Providing Free, Safe Housing For 
Homeless Pregnant Women.

We are seeking volunteers to help with gardening/yard 
work at our St. Paul home. Please contact us to learn more.

www.PhilomenaHouse.org  |  651•373•1205

Contact Tom Maakestad to place an ad today!
tmaakestad@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5858


