
  

 

 

 

 

This past Wednesday was Deacon Zeph’s last full day 
living in the rectory. He’s been living there since the 
beginning of June while working at the parish and 
assisting at Masses. Father Lynch and I will miss his 
presence. But this is not a goodbye to everyone’s 
favorite Ugandan seminarian. Deacon Zeph will 
continue to assist at Transfiguration throughout the 
coming academic year, which happens to be his last 

before his ordination to the Holy Priesthood next summer. You can still 
expect to see him occasionally at weekend Masses, and to hear his homilies, 
until at least May. Please continue to pray for Deacon Zeph.  

In addition to Deacon Zeph’s presence at the rectory, Father Lynch has of 
course been my housemate since the first of July, and I am so grateful to 
God for the gift of his presence. While certainly the principle reason for 
Father Lynch’s presence here at Transfiguration is to assist with the 
pastoral care of a large and active parish, a graced consequence is that I 
now live with a brother, and benefit from fraternity’s many blessings. Now 
lest you have any misconceptions about what this fraternity looks like, both 
Father Lynch and I are pretty independent dudes who have lived alone for 
some time. The habits of living alone are hard to break, and frankly, we are 
not real eager to break them! So we are not eating together or praying 
together as often as we might if we were living in a monastery or a 
convent. But we do pray and eat together at least twice a week. There are 
also many unplanned times together, and spontaneous moments of 
brotherhood that are blessings to me. I am happy he is with me, and I pray 
that he is able to stay for many years with me on idyllic Harvester Ave.  

Transfiguration exists  
to lead all those in the  
East Metro to Christ,  

the Source and Summit of  
our daily and eternal lives.  

6133 15th Street North 
Oakdale, MN 55128 

Monday-Thursday:  
 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Friday:  8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
Phone: 651-738-2646 
After-hours Emergency: 
 651-501-2250 
mpraska@transfigurationmn.org 
bulletin@transfigurationmn.org  

 Office:  651-501-2220 
Attendance Line: 651-501-2255 

tiger@transfigurationmn.org 

Check our website  
and myParish App for 
the most up-to-date 

schedule of  our 
liturgies.  



PASTOR 
 Fr. John Paul Erickson 651-738-2646 
 frerickson@transfigurationmn.org  

ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
 Fr. Brian Lynch 651-738-2646 
 frlynch@transfigurationmn.org 

DEACON 
 Deacon Dan Brewer  651-738-2646 
 dbrewer@transfigurationmn.org 

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 
 Erin Ethier  651-501-2209 
 eethier@transfigurationmn.org 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT COORDINATOR /  
PARISH SECRETARY 
 Martha Praska  651-738-2646 
 mpraska@transfigurationmn.org 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
 Kathy Weed 651-738-2646 
 kweed@transfigurationmn.org 

FINANCE ASSISTANT & TADS 
 Kim Connolly  651-501-2208 
 kconnolly@transfigurationmn.org 

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
 Andy Jacobson  651-501-2216 
 principal@transfigurationmn.org 

DIRECTOR OF SACRED MUSIC 
 Mary Demko  651-501-2224 
 mdemko@transfigurationmn.org 

LITURGY COORDINATOR 
 Shantel Schallenkamp 651-501-2206 
 sschallenkamp@transfigurationmn.org 

DIRECTOR OF PARISH FORMATION 
 Justin Kortuem 651-501-2207 
 jkortuem@transfigurationmn.org 

CONFIRMATION COORDINATOR 
 Justin Shay 651-501-2219 
  jshay@transfigurationmn.org 

PARISH LIFE & YOUTH FORMATION 
COORDINATOR 
 Melissa Phinney 651-501-2202 
 mphinney@transfigurationmn.org 

COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR  
 Michelle Jwanouskos    
 bulletin@transfigurationmn.org 

MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR   
 Phil Stoffel 651-501-2245 
 pstoffel@transfigurationmn.org 

AFTER HOURS PASTORAL  
EMERGENCY NUMBER:  651-501-2250  

VICTIM/SURVIVOR SITE & HOTLINE   
 safe-environment.archspm.org 651-291-4475 

Next Baptism Class: Monday, October 3, 2020, at 7:00 p.m.  
If you are in need of Baptism Class, please pre-register by calling 
the Parish Office at 651-738-2646. Important: This class will not be 
held if there are no preregistrations.  

If you would like to celebrate your wedding at Transfiguration, 
please contact the Parish Office at least nine months in advance. 

Big-Ticket Capital Improvement Fund 

Amount Collected August 9 $              988 

Balance in Big-Ticket Savings Account 87,777 

 August 9 Fiscal YTD 

Total Budgeted Collection $        21,000 $           137,000 

Weekend Collection 21,070 133,943 

Surplus/(Deficit) 70 (3,057) 

% Above/(Below) Budget  -2.23% 

Long-Term Debt for Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2021 

Amount Collected/Principal Payment $         10,652 

Balance on Long-Term Debt 4,250,926 

Interest Paid on LT Debt Since 7/1/20 29,297 
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Please note that, due to the increase in online contributions, the budget and 
collection totals will include online contributions each week. In the past, they were 
included once per month. 

We are thrilled to welcome the following new members to our Parish! 
Welcome to Transfiguration: 

  J. Samuel and Anastasia Gagliardi of St. Paul  
 Ryan and Lisa McCarthy and their daughter, Molly, of White 

Bear Lake 

 
Matthew 17:4 
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The priesthood is not meant to be lived alone. The Lord sent out His 
disciples two by two for any number of important reasons. But not the 
least was the disciple’s need to be supported, challenged and 
accompanied in his or her walk with the Lord and in the demanding 
task of providing pastoral care to God’s flock. Without others to walk 
with us in our journey of Faith and our work for the Lord’s people, a 
number of perversions are likely to occur. On the one extreme, we can 
become convinced that our work is a failure. Facing criticism, lack of 
visible results, fatigue and loneliness, the priest can become 
discouraged, even to the point of choosing illegitimate pleasures or the 
abandonment of his vocation. On the other hand, the priest who is 
alone can become convinced that he is the messiah and preacher the 
people have needed all along. Puffed up by the adoring crowd and his 
own pride and arrogance, the priest can become hardened to an 
awareness of his own limitations and his blind spots. And pride, as the 
old saying says, goeth before the fall.  

A priestly brother can serve as an antidote to both extremes. The 
loving brother can be a source of encouragement and practical support 
to the downcast. The loving brother can also help to remind the 
incorrigible know-it-all that he is not quite all that he thinks he is. Both 
corrections are needed at times. They are the same corrections 
provided by siblings in a family.    

I believe that one of the contributing factors to the horrific priest sex 
scandals of recent years was the isolation of far too many priests. To 
be quite clear, I do not believe it was the only factor nor even the most 
significant. But I do think it contributed to the fall of many, and to the 
destruction of vocations and lives. Too many priests live alone and in 
settings where they are allowed to become isolated. And isolation can 
make anybody, even clergy, unhealthy.   

Not every priest wants a housemate. It takes effort to live in 
community with another person, and the diocesan priest is not a 
religious, with the same demands of community life that are part and 
parcel of the monk’s way. But man was not meant to live alone, and 
effective evangelization most oftentimes requires the infrastructure of 
community. Please join me in thanking God for the blessing of our 
associate pastor, Father Lynch, and for the blessings of priestly 
fraternity. It is my hope and prayer that you, the good people of 
Transfiguration, will be the beneficiaries of this brotherhood.       

In Christ, the Transfigured and Transfiguring One, 

Fr. Erickson  

”Lord, How good it is for us to be here!” 
(Matthew 17:4) 

Monday, August 17 
8:00 a.m. – Mass 
5:30-6:00 p.m. – Confessions* 

Tuesday, August 18 
8:00 a.m. – Mass  
Noon-12:30 p.m. – Confessions*   
12:30-1:30 p.m. – Rosary** 

Wednesday, August 19 
8:00 a.m. – Mass 
5:00 p.m. – Outdoor Mass (parking lot) 

Thursday, August 20 
8:00 a.m. – Mass  
Noon-12:30 p.m. – Confessions*   
Noon-1:00 p.m. – Church Open for Prayer** 

Friday, August 21 
8:00 a.m. – Mass  

Saturday, August 22  
8:00 a.m. – Mass, live-streamed only 
      (no congregation) 

Sunday, August 23 - 21st Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 

7:30-7:55 a.m. – Confesssions* 
8:30 a.m. – Holy Mass  
10:30 a.m. – Holy Mass   
6:00 p.m. – Holy Mass 

 Distribution of Holy Communion following  
10:30 a.m. Mass. Parishioners and visitors who 
cannot attend Mass inside and are present to listen 
to Mass in the parking lot may receive Holy 
Communion under the canopy; please wait for a 
signal from staff before you leave your vehicles.  

* Confessions will be offered Sundays 7:30-7:55 a.m., 
Mondays 5:30-6:00 p.m., and Tuesday & Thursdays 
noon-12:30 p.m. Please ring the door buzzer to be 
admitted. 

** As per the times listed above for the Rosary and 
private prayer, please ring the door buzzer to be 
admitted.  

All times subject to change. Please check  
our parish website daily for time changes.  

“For the gifts and the call of God are 
irrevocable.”  -  ROMANS 11:29 

God has a special mission in mind for 
each of us. He has given us the gifts we 
need to accomplish that mission. We are 
called to be good stewards by using 
those gifts to do the work that He has 
planned for each of us. If we deny our 
gifts or fail to use them as God calls us 
to use them, then some part of His work 
will be left undone.  



We are committed to providing many opportunities for as many people as possible to encounter the Lord through 
programs and offerings that are accessible, friendly, and convenient.  
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As part of the Missionary Cooperation Plan of the 
Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis, Fr. Bob Hazel 
will speak at all three Masses on Sunday, August 23, about 
the needs of the Venezuelan Mission. Envelopes for your 
donations will be available in the gathering space near the 
front doors on August 9, August 16, and August 23; 
checks made out to “Transfiguration” should contain 
“Venezuelan Mission” in the memo line, and you can leave 
your clearly-marked donations at the church any time 
within the next few weeks. If you wish to donate online, 
visit our parish website. On the home page, click the 
Donate button to access our giving page. Click the 
FUND dropdown and select Other Payments, then in 
the Note field, key-in “Venezuelan Mission” and complete 
the remaining fields. 

Please call our office with any questions; thank you in 
advance for your generosity to this important corporal and 
spiritual work.  

She was a humble girl from an ordinary Jewish 
family. Yet Mary said a simple “yes” and came to 
be exalted as the Daughter of Zion, the Mother of 
God, and the Queen of Heaven.  

Filmed on location in Turkey, Israel, and Greece 
with popular Catholic author and speaker, Stephen 
Ray, this study allows us to follow the dusty paths 
that took Mary to the heart of the salvation story. 
By discovering the Mary of the Bible, you'll know 
and love her Son even more. You'll also discover 
the truth behind Mary's Immaculate Conception, 
Assumption into Heaven, and her role as 
intercessor.  

Since July 14, the Memorial of Saint Kateri Tekakwitha, a group of 
parishioners and friends of our parish, have gathered together at 12:30 p.m. 
every Tuesday to pray the rosary in our beautiful church for the intentions 
and spiritual needs of our parish, our Church, our nation, and our world.  
In a time when many feel disconnected and ill at ease with so much going 
on all around us, it is more important than ever to gather under the mantle 
of Our Lady and to invoke her protection and peace. Please consider 
joining us – individuals, couples, and families are most welcome. The  
fifteen-decade prayer, generally led by the clergy of Transfiguration, will 
begin promptly at 12:30 p.m., and will conclude close to 1:30 p.m. All 
COVID-19 protocols must be followed by attendees, and the exterior 
church doors will close at 1:00 p.m. Ave Maria!     
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We recognize that it is the Sunday Mass that is the true source and summit of our life and faith, and we are committed 
to providing transcendent and transfiguring worship that also builds up our community as one. 

“ 

“ 

Masses will be offered for  
each of these intentions.  

Sunday, August 16 
Elizabeth † and Harold Dziuk 
Kathy & Sue Smith 
The People of Transfiguration 

Monday, August 17 
Gerald Caven † 

Tuesday,  August 18 
Mark Doehling  † 

Wednesday, August 19 
Helen Gorman  †  

Thursday, August 20 
Jeff Oxford † 

Friday, August 21 
John B Dewberry † 

Saturday, August 22 
Elmer Tschida † 
John and Ann Frascone † 

Sunday,  August 23 
Art Sousa † 
The People Of Transfiguration 
Fr. Brian Keany † 

I appreciated Jeff reminding me that Jesus did not choose the most important or 
highest-ranking persons in the Jewish community to spread the Gospel. He chose 
“the least” to save the world. So I know that I, too, am called to spread Christ's 
message of love and mercy; even if I may not know exactly what to say. The Holy 
Spirit will "confirm" my message and work in ways I may not understand.  

What does it take to be a disciple? That was the question Jeff Cavins worked with to 
conclude our Transfiguration Feast Day celebration. Jeff’s heart and skill allow him to 
be able to speak personally to the hundreds of listeners in house and online. The timing 
was perfect for his talk as we’re all looking for answers during this time of pandemic. 
He was able to show how Jesus (in choosing His disciples) was radically different yet 
fulfilling of the Old Testament. The process begins by determining if you are a fan or a 
follower…Oh boy! What Jesus asks is simple, bring others to Christ. It’s not rocket 
science but for most of us who are not afraid to open our mouths in “like” company, 
it’s a scary world out there. Jeff shared with us some of his experiences in how he let 
Christ do the work and how we can let Christ help us in removing that fear. Can and 
will you allow Christ to “stretch” your faith? Are you going to sit in the boat with all 
your friends sharing how much you believe in Christ as a fan or are you going to step 
out of the boat as a follower? If the past six months is any indication, your 
neighborhood could use a good brewed cup of the good news of Christ. 

“ 
 

My husband and I attended the talk of Jeff Cavins: “Becoming an Intentional 
Disciple.” Jeff presents his message in an easy format to hear and understand. We are 
all called to be disciples of Christ and proclaim the Gospel. I was moved by his 
comment about the overwhelming statistics of adult Catholics who practiced their faith 
their entire life, yet could not claim to bring any or many to the Church by sharing the 
Gospel. Jeff challenged us to step out of our comfort zone and proclaim the Gospel, 
especially as we see the number of Catholics decreasing and the recent concern if 
Catholics will return to the Church since the start of COVID. “It's as easy as starting a 
conversation and meeting people where they are, inviting them to Mass, or just being 
friendly and extending a kind gesture with a “God bless you” or “I'll pray for you.” 
When we share our faith with others, it is confirmed by the power of the Holy Spirit.” 

Our feast day was a great success in spite of our current situation and limitations.  
A group of parents and youth from Saint Stephen's church in South Minneapolis 
provided delicious street tacos for a much-needed picnic. Jeff Cavins also came to 
speak, and his topic was not only inspiring but very timely as Transfiguration looks 
to take the inspiration and momentum from his talk and equip disciples across the 
East Metro to bring all those we come into contact with to Christ. Jeff's talk is on 
our YouTube page and we could not recommend it more highly.  

Thank you to all who helped make this adjusted feast day spectacular. Below are a 
few attendee comments: 
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We are committed to being a truly “pro-family” culture, a culture that recognizes parents’ primary role in the education 
of their children, encourages and promotes a radical openness to life, and strives to support families in their efforts to 
be holy and to form their beloved children into saints.  

 

“ 

“ Doing the Sunday reading study helped me dive 
deeper into the readings and Gospel. I felt more 
prepared to pray the Mass. 

The Sunday Reading Study has helped me to more 
fully understand the readings at Mass each week. I 
appreciate the background information regarding 
who the author is, where the events are taking 
place, and how it all relates to our lives. The Faith-
Sharing questions prompted much discussion and 
learning from each other, as our Walking With 
Purpose group continued to meet weekly, using this 
study and the weekly videos on the Transfiguration 
YouTube channel. 

On our Feast Day, August 6, parishioners gathered in the parking lot to enjoy authentic street tacos prepared by  
St. Stephen’s Catholic Church. St. Stephen’s is the parish that we have been collecting donations for over the last few 
weeks to aid their parishioners who have been affected by both COVID-19 and the riots. The money raised went to 
support St. Stephen’s youth programs. Transfiguration and St. Stephen’s worked together to ensure social distancing 
and safety measures were in place to allow parishioners of Transfiguration to comfortably celebrate our Feast Day. 

Looking for a way to help you get more out of the 
Sunday Gospel? We have prepared a short video for each 
upcoming Sunday, along with study questions, to guide 
you to a deeper understanding of the readings you will 
hear at Mass. You can use this video study for personal 
use, with your families, or in a small group setting. Many 
parishioners have been using this study program and 
have had great experiences from it. Visit the Education 
page on our parish website for more details. 

With the current restrictions in place for safety and cleaning, we cannot offer a play/
nursery room for families with young children; however, the Moses Room (near the 
baptismal font in the church) will be available for use for nursing mothers and their 
infants during Mass.  

God bless all young families! 



Follow us @  
facebook.com/
Transfigurationmn 

Join the conversation 
@ Twitter.com/ 
TransfigParish 

Listen to past homilies and watch 
other videos by going to 
Transfigurationmn.org/YouTube 

See what’s going on 
@ Instagram.com/
Transfig39 

Do your kids learn better in the classroom? 
Transfiguration Catholic School will open our doors 
for onsite learning during the 2020-2021 school year 
and will start our school year on August 31 as originally 
planned.  

In collaboration with the Archdiocesan Catholic Schools 
Office and our own preparedness task force, we are 
developing detailed plans to ensure that every child who 
enters our building is safe and that we can continue our 
important mission of educating children in classrooms 
and hallways imbued with the Catholic Faith, joy and 
wonder. We cannot wait for our children to be 
surrounded by classmates and teachers who love them.  

Our openings are filling FAST, but we have a few 
openings in the lower grades and multiple spots in grades 
5th through 8th. Please call the school office at  
651-501-2220 for details.  
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Helping You Review 
Your Best Options

 Buying or Selling Real Estate

          FREE Market Analysis

    40+ Years of Real Estate Experience

Call Ken Frank 651-731-8899 
Email Ken at kfrank@kw.com

PREMIER REALTY

Newest & Most Affordable Funeral Home in the Area!

 Michael O’Halloran - Owner

          Cremation • Funeral Services • Life Celebrations

651-702-0301   www.ohalloranmurphy.com

DITTRICH LAW FIRM P.A.
GREGORY D. DITTRICH 

Parishioner
Family Law & Wills 

www.dittrichlawoffice.com 
Conveniently located at I-94 & Radio Dr.

651-730-6223          Free 1/2 Hr. Initial Consultation

Specializing in Weddings & Special Occasions 

 
 
 

Chris Sarrack Exceptional Service 
2305 Stillwater Road 651-739-7959

Bank Local. Bank Premier.
Maplewood

651.777.7700
Woodbury

651.578.6998

Roseville 
651.633.8880

White Bear Lake
651.426.7800

Ask About Our CD Specials | premierbanks.com

Assisted living memory care 
OPENING SPRING 2020

(651) 793-2100 
CerenitySeniorCare.com

Assisted living  
memory care

OPENING SPRING 2020

(651) 793-2100
CerenitySeniorCare.com



WULFF 
Funeral Home

 
Susan Montpetit, Manager

651-776-1555
1485 White Bear Ave. St. Paul

Cremation Services • Advance Planning
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Gormans
Family Restaurant

Since 1980

3 Miles E. of 694 on County Rd. 14, Lake Elmo, MN

651-770-2476
Hours: M-Sat 6am-8pm • Sun 7am-3pm 

Breakfast Served Anytime!

Relevant Radio 1330 AM 
“Catholic Radio–bridging the gap between faith & everyday life”

www.catholicscomehome.org
Together We Can End Abortion

Ed & Kathy Gorman, Parishioners

FREE ESTIMATE 
FINANCING

 

Rob Langer, Parishioner 

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION
651-429-0001 • www.srheatingcooling.com

HEATING • COOLING

PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF SERVICE ORDER. 
NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR DISCOUNT.

$10000 OFF 
Installation of Furnace or  

Air Conditioner - OR - 
$25000 OFF 

for Installation of BOTH

$2000 OFF 
WORK 

PERFORMED

SANDBERG 
FUNERAL & 

CREMATION SERVICES
651-777-2600 

sandbergfuneralhome.com
Family Owned & Operated Since 1942

State Farm®

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Amy Brown Ins Agency Inc
Amy Brown CLU CPCU, Agent
1513 Geneva Avenue N
Oakdale, MN 55128-4219
Bus 651.735.4193  Fax 651.735.7673
www.amybrown.us • amy@amybrown.us

The greatest compliment you can give is a referral.

www.FurlongsLiquor.com 

Hwy 36 & Century

779-7757

Voted Best Liquor Store 
Best Wine Selection 

Best Service Past 21 Years

Party Planning and delivery 

Open Late Night 8-10pm 
Monday - Saturday

SUN       RAY  
PLUMBING & HEATING INC

Residential • Commercial
 FOUR GENERATIONS STRONG

651-779-6823
GLENN ROESKE STEVE ROESKE

www.sunrayplumbing.com

Your search for a self 
storage facility is over!

Full Breakfast Menu
Every Sunday 10am-Noon

651-714-2035 • www.ray-js.com
9854 Norma Lane (Woodbury Dr & I-94)

Open 7 days a week

NOW HIRING 
SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS!

Apply Online at: 
FirstGroupCareers.com

Shayne Hall 
Realtor, MN & WI

(651) 335-6607
www.HomesByShayne.com

Michael Justen, Master Plumber

651-605-5025    
www.justenplumbing.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

Providing Free, Safe Housing For 
Homeless Pregnant Women.

We are seeking volunteers to help with gardening/yard 
work at our St. Paul home. Please contact us to learn more.

www.PhilomenaHouse.org  |  651•373•1205

Contact Tom Maakestad to place an ad today!
tmaakestad@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5858


