
  

 

 
 

 
Recently, a friend had just freshly returned from the 
Minneapolis protests and we were eating a meal 
together. When he questioned why I did not join in 
those protests, I shot from the hip and tried to give him 
reasons. My faith and experience had taught me to not 
judge too quickly. I was aware that the storytellers 
(media) often get the story wrong and often filter info 
according to agenda and bias. Unfortunately I needed 
time to sift through that. 

In the course of our conversation, the real reasons that I didn’t attend the 
protests and rallies came to the surface, reasons that were more practical:  
I had things on my “Daddy-do list” to do. I had a wife, six children, a job, 
and a house to take care of. I had a parish that God had asked me to serve 
as Deacon. 

I told him that I wasn’t superman and that I couldn’t personally address all 
the injustices that I read about. I told him that I was aware of much 
greater injustices occurring outside of the USA. Why wasn’t he protesting 
those? 

Was I perhaps giving slick excuses to justify my life choices and to 
maintain my comfortable position on the couch? 

I will let God determine the answer to that.  

I also came to realize that, in attempting to answer him, I was stumbling 
upon a spiritual principle articulated by the great St. Thomas Aquinas: 
“With greater proximity comes greater responsibility.”   

Transfiguration exists  
to lead all those in the  
East Metro to Christ,  

the Source and Summit of  
our daily and eternal lives.  

6133 15th Street North 
Oakdale, MN 55128 

Monday-Thursday:  
 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Friday:  8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
Phone: 651-738-2646 
After-hours Emergency: 
 651-501-2250 
mpraska@transfigurationmn.org 
bulletin@transfigurationmn.org  

 Office:  651-501-2220 
Attendance Line: 651-501-2255 

tiger@transfigurationmn.org 

Check our website  
and myParish App for 
the most up-to-date 

schedule of  our 
liturgies.  



PASTOR 
 Fr. John Paul Erickson 651-738-2646 
 frerickson@transfigurationmn.org  

ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
 Fr. Brian Lynch 651-738-2646 
 frlynch@transfigurationmn.org 

DEACON 
 Deacon Dan Brewer  651-738-2646 
 dbrewer@transfigurationmn.org 

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 
 Erin Ethier  651-501-2209 
 eethier@transfigurationmn.org 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT COORDINATOR /  
PARISH SECRETARY 
 Martha Praska  651-738-2646 
 mpraska@transfigurationmn.org 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
 Kathy Weed 651-738-2646 
 kweed@transfigurationmn.org 

FINANCE ASSISTANT & TADS 
 Kim Connolly  651-501-2208 
 kconnolly@transfigurationmn.org 

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
 Andy Jacobson  651-501-2216 
 principal@transfigurationmn.org 

DIRECTOR OF SACRED MUSIC 
 Mary Demko  651-501-2224 
 mdemko@transfigurationmn.org 

LITURGY COORDINATOR 
 Shantel Schallenkamp 651-501-2206 
 sschallenkamp@transfigurationmn.org 

DIRECTOR OF PARISH FORMATION 
 Justin Kortuem 651-501-2207 
 jkortuem@transfigurationmn.org 

CONFIRMATION COORDINATOR 
 Justin Shay 651-501-2219 
  jshay@transfigurationmn.org 

PARISH LIFE & YOUTH FORMATION 
COORDINATOR 
 Melissa Phinney 651-501-2202 
 mphinney@transfigurationmn.org 

COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR  
 Michelle Jwanouskos    
 bulletin@transfigurationmn.org 

MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR   
 Phil Stoffel 651-501-2245 
 pstoffel@transfigurationmn.org 

AFTER HOURS PASTORAL  
EMERGENCY NUMBER:  651-501-2250  

VICTIM/SURVIVOR SITE & HOTLINE   
 safe-environment.archspm.org 651-291-4475 

Next Baptism Class: Monday, October 3, 2020, at 7:00 p.m. 
If you are in need of Baptism Class, please pre-register by calling 
the Parish Office at 651-738-2646. Important: This class will not be 
held if there are no preregistrations.  

Praise God for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ given to Logan 
Kelly Conlin and Graham Jeffrey Conlin, the children of Justin 
and Jenna. 

If you would like to celebrate your wedding at Transfiguration, 
please contact the Parish Office at least nine months in advance. 

Kailey Rose King and Matthew Michael Donohue will be 
joined in the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony on September 5. 

Big-Ticket Capital Improvement Fund 
Amount Collected August 16 $               526
Balance in Big-Ticket Savings Account 88,303 

 August 16 Fiscal YTD 

Total Budgeted Collection $        16,000 $       153,000 

Weekend Collection 16,038 149,981 

Surplus/(Deficit) 38 (3,019) 

% Above/(Below) Budget  -1.97% 

Long-Term Debt for Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2021 
Amount Collected/Principal Payment $               175 
Balance on Long-Term Debt 4,250,751 
Interest Paid on LT Debt Since 7/1/20 29,297 
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The full ‘Prayer List’ can be accessed on the home page of our website 
by clicking the Prayer List link beneath ‘Quick Links’. If you would like 
to add a loved one to our prayer list, please contact Martha at  
651-738-2646 or mpraska@transfigurationmn.org. 

Please note that, due to the increase in online contributions, the budget and 
collection totals will include online contributions each week. In the past, they were 
included once per month. 

An obituary page is available on the parish website.  
It can be found at www.transfigurationmn.org/obits 
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In other words, your obligations are greater to those who are closest 
to you. You should place a priority on putting the environs of your 
own house in order. And I’m not referring to house improvements, 
which can be a trap for many.  

St. Thomas is referring to keeping the priority on taking care of, 
serving, and securing rights for, those people who have been placed 
along your proximate path (think Good Samaritan). 

These proximate exchanges between people lead to the highest human 
flourishing. God simply planned it that way. The social experiment we 
call the USA, indeed the Church of Jesus Christ, works best when 
boots on the ground, nearest the action, lift each other up. 

The truth is, you can’t possibly love humanity without first loving a 
human being near you. The circle gets extended from there. This 
simple Catholic principle, sometimes dubbed “subsidiarity,” can have 
all sorts of practical implications for our personal and social lives. To 
tease out but a few: 

· Should Deacon Dan “farm out” his parenting and spend more time 
at Transfiguration? 

· Who should step up when Mom and Dad get feeble? 
· Is it wrong for political leaders to articulate the duty to put the 

needs of their own citizens first? 
· How should our public schools be funded and run? Federal? Local? 
· When there are tensions in the community, how should we address 

them? 
· When a natural disaster happens, who should step up? 

I will admit that when my friend came back from the protests, we had 
some lively conversations. Yet I was impressed that he cared, that the 
lives of fellow men mattered to him. 

This movement of our heart is the first step in subsidiarity. We open 
our eyes and care. People matter to us. And we don’t have to look  
too far. 

Peace, 

Deacon Dan 

Monday, August 24
8:00 a.m. – Mass 
5:30-6:00 p.m. – Confessions* 

Tuesday, August 25 
8:00 a.m. – Mass  
Noon-12:30 p.m. – Confessions*   
12:30-1:30 p.m. – Rosary** 

Wednesday, August 26 
8:00 a.m. – Mass 
5:00 p.m. – Outdoor Mass (parking lot) 

Thursday, August 27 
8:00 a.m. – Mass  
Noon-12:30 p.m. – Confessions*   
Noon-1:00 p.m. – Church Open for Prayer** 

Friday, August 28 
8:00 a.m. – Mass  

Saturday, August 29  
8:00 a.m. – Mass, live-streamed only 
      (no congregation) 

Sunday, August 30 - 22nd Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 

7:30-7:55 a.m. – Confessions* 
8:30 a.m. – Holy Mass  
10:30 a.m. – Holy Mass �  
6:00 p.m. – Holy Mass 
� Distribution of Holy Communion following  

10:30 a.m. Mass. Parishioners and visitors who 
cannot attend Mass inside and are present to listen 
to Mass in the parking lot may receive Holy 
Communion under the canopy; please wait for a 
signal from staff before you leave your vehicles.  

* Confessions will be offered Sundays 7:30-7:55 a.m., 
Mondays 5:30-6:00 p.m., and Tuesday & Thursdays 
noon-12:30 p.m. Please ring the door buzzer to be 
admitted. 

** As per the times listed above for the Rosary and 
private prayer, please ring the door buzzer to be 
admitted.  

All times subject to change. Please check  
our parish website daily for time changes.  

“Or who has given the Lord anything that he 
may be repaid?”  -  ROMANS 11:35 

St. Paul reminds us of a central fact of 
stewardship. We cannot give the Lord 
anything - God already owns it all. God 
made everything. All we can do is return 
a portion of God’s many gifts back to 
Him. Sincere gratitude for our gifts 
opens our hearts to joyful generosity!  
Through your generous sharing, you just 
may be the answer to someone’s prayer. 



We are committed to providing many opportunities for as many people as possible to encounter the Lord through 
programs and offerings that are accessible, friendly, and convenient.  
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Starting this fall, parishioners will have the opportunity 
to take classes through the online Franciscan University 
program working alongside a mentor. “The cornerstone 
of the Institute’s work is our online library of video-
based catechetical workshops. Designed to complement 
and supplement diocesan formation and continuing 

education programs already in place, the Catechetical Institute’s online programming makes the best of Franciscan 
University available to dioceses everywhere.” (Franciscan University) 

This program will be offered free of charge to our parishioners. For more information on Franciscan University please 
visit their website: franciscanathome.com. If interested please contact Justin Kortuem at 651-501-2207 or 
jkortuem@transfigurationmn.org. 

We are excited to welcome you into our church gathering space or into our school entryway with beautiful new 
installations of our new Transfiguration logo along with the words of our core purpose. Special thanks to parishioner 
Pat Connolly for the actual installation work! 

Father Erickson provides an explanation of our logo: 

· The image of the mountain reminds us of our reason for 
being as a parish – To bring all those in the east metro to 
Jesus Christ, the Source and Summit of our daily and eternal 
lives. We are called to ascend the mountain top that is Jesus 
Christ Himself, and to invite others to journey with us on this 
liberating pilgrimage. The mountain top of the logo of course 
also echoes Mount Tabor, the site of the Transfiguration. 

· The image of the sun rising behind the cross indicates the 
final destiny of every Christian – to be transfigured in Christ, 
and to shine with the brightness of His Life. But this is not 
only a reminder of our life in heaven. It must be an image of 
the “now” of our lives. Our parish does not exist for itself. 
We exist to radiate the love of God so that others may know 
the transfiguring power of Jesus. Missionary discipleship, that 
is, inviting others to Christ, is what we are about. And in order 
to do this well, to invite others effectively into relationship 
with Jesus through the sacraments of the Church and the 
community of our parish, we must shine with holiness, joy 
and compassion. 

· Finally, the circular pattern of the logo reminds us of the 
Eucharistic heart of our parish. There would be no 
Transfiguration without the Eucharist. This is true of every Catholic parish. It is the Blessed Sacrament that makes a 
parish, gathering us, though many, into the one body that is the Church. The Blessed Sacrament is called by the 
Second Vatican Council “The Source and Summit of the Christian life,” and it is this very expression that we have 
adopted in our “reason for being.” Without the Sunday Mass, our parish becomes little more than a social club. But 
with the Mass at the center of our lives, we are given the power to walk this pilgrimage of life together, all the way 
to the top of the mountain, that place of final rest where forever we will say “Lord, it is good to be here!” 
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We recognize that it is the Sunday Mass that is the true source and summit of our life and faith, and we are committed 
to providing transcendent and transfiguring worship that also builds up our community as one. 

Helen Alberg 
Steve Alberg 
Doug Adams 
Carla Amaya 
Sally Anderson 
Bernice Bailey 
Jovita Barbosa  
Annie Barnum 
Arthur Bellair 
Larry Bernauer 
Mike Bernauer 
Nancy Blumel 
Lou Brager 
Claire Celski 
Evelyn Cieslak 
Dick Chlebeck 
Lois Chlebeck 
Pam Chlebeck 
Tammye Cleveland 
Emily Coad 
Connie Collins 
John Colwell 
Pat Connolly 
Roxanne Domini  
Mareen Donlin 
Danny Dressel 
Elijah Dressel 
Dale Dufault 

Leroy Eischens 
Sage Erie 
Roberto Estrada  
Lindsey Falzone 
Donna Flanagan 
Kathy Fleck 
Don Fleischhaker 
Charlie Fleming  
Margaret Frank 
Joyce Garcia 
Loretta Goers 
Judy Graybill 
Toby Green 
Bette "BJ" Haak 
Jackie Heintz 
Jose Henriquez 
Lillian Henriquez 
Louis Hoffman 
Tom Hoffman 
Chad & Kathy Houston 
Cheryle Huberty 
Chuck Jasper 
Dave Jensen 
Rachel Jensen 
Tim Jensen 
Tim Jesinek 
Richard Johnson 
John & Jesse Kaiser  

Pam Kammeyer 
Greg King 
Mary King 
Charlene Klotz 
Cody Klotz 
Brian Koepemick 
Joyce Kortuem 
Jane & Judy Koza 
Don Krieger 
Nancy Krieger 
Mike & Pearl Kush 
Ann Lasky 
Ron LeDuc 
Stephan LeDuc 
Cesario Lopez, Sr. 
Cesario Lopez, III 
Delores Lopez 
Lily Rose Lopez 
Linda Diane Lopez 
Mario Lopez 
Millie Lovitt 
Al Mangine 
Kitty Massara 
Neil Pechmann 
Jeff Peltier 
Carol Pfaff 
Colleen McLaughlin 
     Reams 

Karen Ruprecht 
Jack Ryan 
Mark Ryan 
Kay Sauer 
Joan Schuebel 
Becky Scott 
Luna Sines 
Jean Sluss 
Mary Ellen Smith 
Sue Smith 
Frances Snavely 
Dean Sonnek 
Bob Spangenberg 
Bill Steinmeyer 
Eric Stotts 
Bill Sylvester 
Jeanette Teeters 
Steven Teeters 
Jackie Van Duzee 
Jackie Vander 
Heyden  
Dorothy Vayder 
Ruth Veilleux  
Karla Walters 
Bill Weber 
Linda Weiss 
Barbara Winkle 

Please pray for the health of these people 

Masses will be offered for  
each of these intentions.  

Sunday, August 23 
Art Sousa † 
The People of Transfiguration 
Fr. Brian Keany † 

Monday, August 24 
Courtney & Alan Piquette 

Tuesday, August 25 
Christine Chapman † 

Wednesday, August 26 
Cecilia Perkins  

Thursday, August 27 
Mary Ann Sramek † 

Friday, August 28 
Tom Leverty † 

Saturday, August 29 
Anthony & Angela Aldi † 
Robert Landwehr † 

Sunday, August 30 
Ramon Espinosa † 
The People of Transfiguration 
Walter & Virginia Ricker † 

Looking for a way to help you get more out of the 
Sunday Gospel? We have prepared a short video for 
each upcoming Sunday, along with study questions, 
to guide you to a deeper understanding of the 
readings you will hear at Mass. You can use this 
video study for personal use, with your families, or 
in a small group setting. Many parishioners have 
been using this study program and have had great 
experiences from it. Visit the Education page on our 
parish website for more details. 

 
Be sure to mark your calendars for the next two Reverend William 
Baer Memorial Lecture Series talks which are scheduled for: 

Thursday, September 10 
Thursday, September 24 

Please watch our website and social media for details. Both talks 
will be given inside the church with limited seating capacity and 
will be live streamed on our YouTube channel. 

If you would like to add a loved one to our prayer list,  
please contact Martha at 651-738-2646 or mpraska@transfigurationmn.org. 
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We are committed to being a truly “pro-family” culture, a culture that recognizes parents’ primary role in the education 
of their children, encourages and promotes a radical openness to life, and strives to support families in their efforts to 
be holy and to form their beloved children into saints.  

“ 

“  
We send our kids to Transfiguration School because Transfiguration is our community. Our 
family feels at home in both the church and the school. Transfiguration School's academics 
are quite strong and the Catholic identity is front and center. At the end of the day though, 
it's the teachers, staff, and other school families that really make it a community that we 
love to be a part of. It seems like everybody at Transfiguration cares about everyone else 
and genuinely lives their Catholic faith.  

 
Why did we transfer 3 of our 4 school-aged children to Transfiguration School this year? 
Two main reasons: 1) We believe the school is JOYFULLY Catholic and a “place of 
academic excellence and great love.” To us, that is… everything. Our goal is to get our kids 
to get to heaven, and to do that they don’t need to know German (the selling point of the 
old school was language immersion), but they DO need to know and love Jesus and we 
think a joyfully Catholic school that is a place of great love will help them to do that. And 2) 
Father tipped the scales when he announced that “no matter what any other school will be 
doing this fall, Transfiguration Catholic School will be open for in-person instruction five 
days a week.” DONE! We are confident that the school's leadership and that the decision to 
open the school is grounded on the best information that we have on the current situation 
and directed by authentic Christian courage and hope. This is the environment I want my 
kids educated in: one defined by authentic Christian joy, love, courage and hope. 

 
This year there are two options for Family Formation:   

1. Meet on campus once a month. Children will meet in the cafeteria while parents meet in the church for a talk; 
this is similar to the format used last year.  All safety precautions will be in place to meet CDC and MDH 
guidelines.  

2. Parents who do not yet feel comfortable coming back to church will have the option to go through the online 
Franciscan University program. Everyone will be assigned a mentor they will meet with  virtually, on the phone, 
or in a one on one setting. 

Note: Families choosing Option 1 will still have access to the online Franciscan University program.   

Every child enrolled in either option will be given a course book to use at home, 
along with a corresponding parental copy.  

Families with children preparing for the sacraments of First Reconciliation and First 
Communion will additionally meet on Sundays between the 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. 
Masses. There will be an option for those who do not yet feel comfortable meeting at 
our campus.  

We are still working out exact details for each option, and we will be asking families for feedback.  Please take some 
time and prayerfully consider which options is best for your child and your family.  If you have any questions, contact 
Justin Kortuem.  



Follow us @  
facebook.com/
Transfigurationmn 

Join the conversation 
@ Twitter.com/ 
TransfigParish 

Listen to past homilies and watch 
other videos by going to 
Transfigurationmn.org/YouTube 

See what’s going on 
@ Instagram.com/
Transfig39 

Teachers are busily working to organize, set 
up, and ready their classrooms for students 
this week. Classrooms have beautiful natural 
light, equipment safely spaced for the return 
of our students, color and excitement, and 
most importantly they are filled with prayer 
tables, words of encouragement and 
resources to strengthen students’ personal 
relationships with Jesus. We can't wait to get 
back to school starting August 31! 

Although waiting lists have formed for 
grades 1-4, we still have openings in 5th 
grade, middle school (6-8th), and our 3/4 
Preschool Program. Spread the word and 
contact us for more info.  

We are more than willing to conduct 
personal or virtual tours as well as answer all 
your questions about our reopening plans. 
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Helping You Review 
Your Best Options

 Buying or Selling Real Estate

          FREE Market Analysis

    40+ Years of Real Estate Experience

Call Ken Frank 651-731-8899 
Email Ken at kfrank@kw.com

PREMIER REALTY

Newest & Most Affordable Funeral Home in the Area!

 Michael O’Halloran - Owner

          Cremation • Funeral Services • Life Celebrations

651-702-0301   www.ohalloranmurphy.com

DITTRICH LAW FIRM P.A.
GREGORY D. DITTRICH 

Parishioner
Family Law & Wills 

www.dittrichlawoffice.com 
Conveniently located at I-94 & Radio Dr.

651-730-6223          Free 1/2 Hr. Initial Consultation

Specializing in Weddings & Special Occasions 

 
 
 

Chris Sarrack Exceptional Service 
2305 Stillwater Road 651-739-7959

Bank Local. Bank Premier.
Maplewood

651.777.7700
Woodbury

651.578.6998

Roseville 
651.633.8880

White Bear Lake
651.426.7800

www.premierbanks.com

Assisted living memory care 
OPENING SPRING 2020

(651) 793-2100 
CerenitySeniorCare.com

Assisted living  
memory care

OPENING SPRING 2020

(651) 793-2100
CerenitySeniorCare.com

Contact Tom Maakestad to place an ad today!
tmaakestad@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5858



WULFF 
Funeral Home

 
Susan Montpetit, Manager

651-776-1555
1485 White Bear Ave. St. Paul

Cremation Services • Advance Planning
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Gormans
Family Restaurant

Since 1980

3 Miles E. of 694 on County Rd. 14, Lake Elmo, MN

651-770-2476
Hours: M-Sat 6am-8pm • Sun 7am-3pm 

Breakfast Served Anytime!

Relevant Radio 1330 AM 
“Catholic Radio–bridging the gap between faith & everyday life”

www.catholicscomehome.org
Together We Can End Abortion

Ed & Kathy Gorman, Parishioners

FREE ESTIMATE 
FINANCING

 

Rob Langer, Parishioner 

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION
651-429-0001 • www.srheatingcooling.com

HEATING • COOLING

PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF SERVICE ORDER. 
NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR DISCOUNT.

$10000 OFF 
Installation of Furnace or  

Air Conditioner - OR - 
$25000 OFF 

for Installation of BOTH

$2000 OFF 
WORK 

PERFORMED

SANDBERG 
FUNERAL & 

CREMATION SERVICES
651-777-2600 

sandbergfuneralhome.com
Family Owned & Operated Since 1942

State Farm®

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Amy Brown Ins Agency Inc
Amy Brown CLU CPCU, Agent
1513 Geneva Avenue N
Oakdale, MN 55128-4219
Bus 651.735.4193  Fax 651.735.7673
www.amybrown.us • amy@amybrown.us

The greatest compliment you can give is a referral.

www.FurlongsLiquor.com 

Hwy 36 & Century

779-7757

Voted Best Liquor Store 
Best Wine Selection 

Best Service Past 21 Years

Party Planning and delivery 

Open Late Night 8-10pm 
Monday - Saturday

SUN       RAY  
PLUMBING & HEATING INC

Residential • Commercial
 FOUR GENERATIONS STRONG

651-779-6823
GLENN ROESKE STEVE ROESKE

www.sunrayplumbing.com

Your search for a self 
storage facility is over!

Full Breakfast Menu
Every Sunday 10am-Noon

651-714-2035 • www.ray-js.com
9854 Norma Lane (Woodbury Dr & I-94)

Open 7 days a week

NOW HIRING 
SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS!

Apply Online at: 
FirstGroupCareers.com

Shayne Hall 
Realtor, MN & WI

(651) 335-6607
www.HomesByShayne.com

Michael Justen, Master Plumber

651-605-5025    
www.justenplumbing.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

Providing Free, Safe Housing For 
Homeless Pregnant Women.

We are seeking volunteers to help with gardening/yard 
work at our St. Paul home. Please contact us to learn more.

www.PhilomenaHouse.org  |  651•373•1205

Contact Tom Maakestad to place an ad today!
tmaakestad@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5858

651-776-2328
891 White Bear Ave St. Paul

www.optionsforwomeneast.com


