
  

 

 
 

 

Dear Friends, 

Even in the era of COVID-19, Transfiguration is a 
hoppin’ place.  

Monday -Thursday was our Teacher Workshop Week 
in preparation for the resumption of in-person learning 
at our parish school on August 31 (we still have seats 
available for more students in grade levels 5-8, and generous 

financial assistance is available for qualified families), and our teachers prepped 
their classrooms for the return of the students we have all missed so much. 
We celebrated an all-staff Reconciliation Service on Wednesday. We held 
our Back-to-School night on Thursday and greeted many new families who 
are entrusting their beloved children to our care this coming year. We 
conferred the sacrament of baptism on five children. We held three 
funerals this week and are preparing for another this coming Tuesday. 
Many, many souls received absolution, received Holy Communion and 
participated in Holy Mass, whether in person or online. And we did all of 
the above while attempting to respect current COVID-19 protocols, which 
frankly can be challenging at times.  

I am very proud of the staff here at Transfiguration and the work they do, 
above and beyond, week after week, to serve the People of God and this 
beautiful, vibrant parish. I think you too should be proud of all of our staff, 
regardless of their role or job description. Very full weeks like the one we 
just concluded can be taxing, but through it all, these laborers in the Lord’s 
Vineyard continue to sacrifice for love and to witness to the importance of 
this family of faith we call Transfiguration. Please thank them when you 
see them, and offer some prayers for them and their families.  

Transfiguration exists  
to lead all those in the  
East Metro to Christ,  

the Source and Summit of  
our daily and eternal lives.  

6133 15th Street North 
Oakdale, MN 55128 

Monday-Thursday:  
 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Friday:  8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
Phone: 651-738-2646 
After-hours Emergency: 
 651-501-2250 
mpraska@transfigurationmn.org 
bulletin@transfigurationmn.org  

 Office:  651-501-2220 
Attendance Line: 651-501-2255 

tiger@transfigurationmn.org 

Check our website  
and myParish App for 
the most up-to-date 

schedule of  our 
liturgies.  



PASTOR 
 Fr. John Paul Erickson 651-738-2646 
 frerickson@transfigurationmn.org  

ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
 Fr. Brian Lynch 651-738-2646 
 frlynch@transfigurationmn.org 

DEACON 
 Deacon Dan Brewer  651-738-2646 
 dbrewer@transfigurationmn.org 

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 
 Erin Ethier  651-501-2209 
 eethier@transfigurationmn.org 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT COORDINATOR /  
PARISH SECRETARY 
 Martha Praska  651-738-2646 
 mpraska@transfigurationmn.org 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
 Kathy Weed 651-738-2646 
 kweed@transfigurationmn.org 

FINANCE ASSISTANT & TADS 
 Kim Connolly  651-501-2208 
 kconnolly@transfigurationmn.org 

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
 Andy Jacobson  651-501-2216 
 principal@transfigurationmn.org 

DIRECTOR OF SACRED MUSIC 
 Mary Demko  651-501-2224 
 mdemko@transfigurationmn.org 

LITURGY COORDINATOR 
 Shantel Schallenkamp 651-501-2206 
 sschallenkamp@transfigurationmn.org 

DIRECTOR OF PARISH FORMATION 
 Justin Kortuem 651-501-2207 
 jkortuem@transfigurationmn.org 

CONFIRMATION COORDINATOR 
 Justin Shay 651-501-2219 
  jshay@transfigurationmn.org 

PARISH LIFE & YOUTH FORMATION 
COORDINATOR 
 Melissa Phinney 651-501-2202 
 mphinney@transfigurationmn.org 

COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR  
 Michelle Jwanouskos    
 bulletin@transfigurationmn.org 

MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR   
 Phil Stoffel 651-501-2245 
 pstoffel@transfigurationmn.org 

AFTER HOURS PASTORAL  
EMERGENCY NUMBER:  651-501-2250  

VICTIM/SURVIVOR SITE & HOTLINE   
 safe-environment.archspm.org 651-291-4475 

Next Baptism Class: Monday, October 3, 2020, at 7:00 p.m.  
If you are in need of Baptism Class, please pre-register by calling the 
Parish Office at 651-738-2646. Important: If there are no preregistrations, 
this class will not be held.  

Praise God for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ given to the following in 
Baptism: 

· Andrew Clement Gagliardi, son of Samuel & Anastasia   
· Dylan Anthony Johnson, son of David & Courtney  
· Addison Jo Dahle, daughter of Joshua & Cori  

If you would like to celebrate your wedding at Transfiguration, please 
contact the Parish Office at least nine months in advance. 

Kailey Rose King and Matthew Michael Donohue will be joined in 
the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony on September 5. 

Funerals were held for this past week for three beloved parishioners; 
please keep them and their families in your prayers.  

· Thomas N. Quitter  whose funeral was held on August 25  
· Marilyn R. Wagner  whose funeral was held on August 27 
· Jeanette H. Brennhofer  whose funeral was held on August 28

May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

Big-Ticket Capital Improvement Fund 
Amount Collected August 23 $             2,050
Balance in Big-Ticket Savings Account 90,353 

 August 23 Fiscal YTD 

Total Budgeted Collection $        34,000 $       187,000 

Weekend Collection 35,410 185,391 

Surplus/(Deficit) 1,410 (1,609) 

% Above/(Below) Budget  -0.86% 

Long-Term Debt for Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2021 
Amount Collected/Principal Payment $               805 
Balance on Long-Term Debt 4,249,946 
Interest Paid on LT Debt Since 7/1/20 29,297 2 

Please note that, due to the increase in online contributions, the budget and 
collection totals will include online contributions each week. In the past, they were 
included once per month. 

We are pleased to welcome to Jason & Denise Boyle and their daughter 
Braelyn of Oakdale as new members to our Parish!  
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While this past week was particularly full, things will hardly let up in 
the days ahead. As previously mentioned, our school will open its 
doors on Monday, August 31, to nearly 190 students. We are proud to 
be opening and to offer in-person learning, and have planned well so 
as to re-open safely. Please pray for our school, its students and 
faculty, and all its committed families – may we be blessed by the God 
who loves us as a Father.  

In addition to the start of school, we are also gearing up to announce 
our plans for Family Formation this year. While this year will certainly 
be different than years past, we are still committed to assisting families 
in their obligation to form their children into the Christians they are 
called to be. Transfiguration recognizes that it is primarily the parents’ 
task to educate their children in the Faith. Our parish programs merely 
strengthen and supplement what should be happening in the home. 
But this assistance must still be well-thought out and properly 
prepared so that families can best be helped. Stayed tuned for what 
this help will look like this year – it’s going to be worth the wait.  

Finally (for now…), we are also getting ready for two upcoming 
lectures, talks that will comprise part of this year’s “Reverend William 
Baer Lecture Series.” On September 10 at 7:00 p.m., Monsignor 
Aloysius Callaghan, Rector Emeritus of the Saint Paul Seminary, will 
be speaking about the formation of priests in our present age. What 
kind of men do we need to be priests to tackle our current challenges?  
What should their formation look like? The talk is free and open to all. 
Attendance will be limited to 250, and all usual COVID-19 parish 
protocols will be followed.  

Then, on September 24, Bishop Andrew Cozzens 
will speak on divisions within the Church. How 
do we express our frustrations and 
disappointments with decisions that our spiritual 
shepherds have made while still remaining 
obedient sons and daughters of the Church?  
What are those topics about which Catholics can 
legitimately disagree, and what are those topics 
about which we must remain united? The talk 
begins at 7:00 p.m. and promises to be topical, engaging and thought-
provoking. Stay tuned for details about attendance. I expect the talk 
will be popular due to its subject and speaker, and I want to make sure 
that we are able to hold the event safely and within the limits of our 
current protocols.   

Transfiguration is a vibrant and busy parish – thank God! Please pray 
that in the midst of our many activities and apostolates, we may 
remain faithful to our fundamental purpose and mission: to bring all 
those in the East Metro to Jesus Christ, Who is the Source and 
Summit of our daily and eternal lives.   

In Christ, the Transfigured and Transfiguring One, 

Fr. Erickson  

Monday, August 31
8:00 a.m. – Mass 
5:30-6:00 p.m. – Confessions* 

Tuesday, September 1 
8:00 a.m. – Mass  
Noon-12:30 p.m. – Confessions*   
12:30-1:30 p.m. – Rosary** 

Wednesday, September 2 
8:00 a.m. – Mass 
5:00 p.m. – Outdoor Mass (parking lot) 

Thursday, September 3 
8:00 a.m. – Mass  
Noon-12:30 p.m. – Confessions*   
Noon-1:00 p.m. – Church Open for Prayer** 

Friday, September 4 
8:00 a.m. – Mass  

Saturday, September 5 
8:00 a.m. – Mass, live-streamed only 
      (no congregation) 

Sunday, September 6 - 23rd Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 

7:30-7:55 a.m. – Confessions* 
8:30 a.m. – Holy Mass  
10:30 a.m. – Holy Mass �  
6:00 p.m. – Holy Mass 

Monday, September 7 - Labor Day 
NO MASS - CAMPUS CLOSED 
� Distribution of Holy Communion following  

10:30 a.m. Mass. Parishioners and visitors who 
cannot attend Mass inside and are present to listen 
to Mass in the parking lot may receive Holy 
Communion under the canopy; please wait for a 
signal from staff before you leave your vehicles.  

* Confessions will be offered Sundays 7:30-7:55 a.m., 
Mondays 5:30-6:00 p.m., and Tuesday & Thursdays 
noon-12:30 p.m. Please ring the door buzzer to be 
admitted. 

** As per the times listed above for the Rosary and 
private prayer, please ring the door buzzer to be 
admitted.  

All times subject to change. Please check  
our parish website daily for time changes.  

“What profit would there be for one to gain the 
whole world and forfeit his life?”   

-  MATTHEW 16:26 
St. Francis of Assisi once said, “Remember, 
you are what you are in the eyes of God, and 
nothing else.”  We often forget this 
stewardship wisdom when we spend all  
of our time, talent and treasure to gain 
more of the world’s riches. We need to set 
our priorities based on God’s values and 
not on the values of the material world. 



We are committed to providing many opportunities for as many people as possible to encounter the Lord through 
programs and offerings that are accessible, friendly, and convenient.  
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With the clear teaching and artistry of the Augustine 
Institute's Lectio series, Dr. Tim Gray masterfully uses 
the discipline of Lectio Divina to show you how to 
make prayer an effective effort of love and intimacy.  

We have been recording podcasts for the last couple months with 
both of our priests and special guests. It’s a great place to learn 
more about the faith, listen to Fr. Erickson and Fr. Lynch talk 
about what is on their hearts and hear testimonies from other 
parishioners about how the Lord has impacted their life.  

Please check out some of the options to listen to our podcast on 
iTunes, Google, Spotify, iHeartRadio and other places you get 
your podcasts; search for ‘Transfiguration in Oakdale.’ We would 
love your feedback about what you think and what you would 
like to hear us talk about next.  

Transfiguration collects items for St. Stephen’s Catholic 
Church in Minneapolis every Friday from 5:00-6:00 p.m.; 
however, we are only delivering once a month. Therefore we 
are asking for only non-perishable items at this time. The 
parish has been hit hard by COVID-19 and was in the midst 
of the riots and demonstrations, the need for this community 
continues to grow each week; please consider giving.  

To stay connected, consider 
signing up for our email newsletter, 
filled with up-to-date parish news. 
If you have subscribed but have 
not yet received a newsletter, be 
sure to check your spam folder.  

To subscribe, please email  
Melissa Phinney at 

mphinney@transfigurationmn.org 

 
Our next GriefShare support group begins on Monday, September 14, 2020, 
from 6:00-7:30 p.m. “GriefShare” is Transfiguration’s grief support group and is 
open to anyone grieving the loss of someone close to them. The group meets 
weekly and is built around a series of 13 group sessions.  

Each session includes a video and discussion, and each member is given a 
workbook for personal study and reflection at home. The group is for both 
parishioners and non-parishioners, and is led by parishioners who understand 
what you are experiencing and want to offer comfort and encouragement in a 
difficult time.  

For more information, please call Nancy Montibrand at 651-442-4453. 
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We recognize that it is the Sunday Mass that is the true source and summit of our life and faith, and we are committed 
to providing transcendent and transfiguring worship that also builds up our community as one. 

Masses will be offered for  
each of these intentions.  

Sunday, August 30 
Ramon Espinosa † 
The People of Transfiguration 
Walter and Virginia Ricker † 

Monday, August 31 
Ramon Sicam 

Tuesday, September 1 
Fred Willenberg † 

Wednesday, September 2 
Rose Dablow † 

Thursday, September 3 
James Dale † 

Friday, September 4 
Richard Christensen & Family 

Saturday, September 5 
Richard Holt † 
The People Of Transfiguration 

Sunday, September 6 
Steve Roth † 
Steve & Joanne Hartigan † 
Meghan Fischer † 

Looking for a way to help you get 
more out of the Sunday Gospel? 
We have prepared a short video for 
each upcoming Sunday, along with 
study questions, to guide you to a 
deeper understanding of the 
readings you will hear at Mass. You 
can use this video study for 
personal use, with your families, or 
in a small group setting. Many 

parishioners have been using this study program and have had great experiences 
from it. Visit the Education page on our parish website for more details. 

 
On September 10 at 7:00 p.m., we will welcome Monsignor Aloysius Callaghan, Rector Emeritus 
of the St. Paul Seminary School of Divinity. Monsignor will speak on "The Formation of 
Priests in our Current Day – Challenging and Graced."  

Monsignor Callaghan was ordained in St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome in 1971 and has since served 
in various diocesan roles in his hometown of Allentown PA, in Rome at the Vatican 
Congregation for Religious (during which time he became quite close to Saint Teresa of 
Calcutta), the Archdiocese of Military Services, as its Vicar General, and most recently as the 
Rector of the St. Paul Seminary School of Divinity, a post he held for 12 years. He is currently 
the Archdiocesan Vicar for Retired Priests and is the sacramental assistant at the Church of St. 
Timothy in Maple Lake. 

Starting this fall, parishioners will have the opportunity to take classes through the 
online Franciscan University program while working alongside a mentor. “The 
cornerstone of the Institute’s work is our online library of video-based catechetical 
workshops. Designed to complement and supplement diocesan formation and 
continuing education programs already in place, the Catechetical Institute’s online 
programming makes the best of Franciscan University available to dioceses 
everywhere.” (Franciscan University) This program will be offered free of charge to 
our parishioners.  

For more information on Franciscan University, please visit their website: 
franciscanathome.com. If interested, please contact Justin Kortuem at  
651-501-2207 or jkortuem@transfigurationmn.org. 
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We are committed to being a truly “pro-family” culture, a culture that recognizes parents’ primary role in the education 
of their children, encourages and promotes a radical openness to life, and strives to support families in their efforts to 
be holy and to form their beloved children into saints.  

“ 

We attend Transfiguration because, putting it simply, it’s the best! The people there are 
extremely friendly and kind, the church is local and convenient, and you are constantly  
being pushed to stay true to God and Catholic Christian values.  

Our family finds its strength and nourishment from the foundation that Transfiguration has 
provided for us all these years. I (Christine) grew up in the parish and school, along with my 
siblings. My father attended 7th and 8th grade the first years the school opened. My husband 
Brian and I were married here, and all our children have received their sacraments at 
Transfiguration. We consider this community our home. Volunteering is part of our family 
culture and we always meet the most awesome people stepping into roles that are new, 
reinforcing that we are never alone on this life journey. We cannot imagine life without this 
beautiful community of believers that challenge us to grow and be courageous in our faith. We 
know without a doubt that God has blessed us, not because of what we have done here, but 
because of who He is and how He wants to work through us. Thank you, Transfiguration, for 
all you have provided in truth, from beautiful liturgies, Bible studies, men’s and women’s 
groups, fall festivals, teaching our children through Totus Tuus, faith formation, EFC and 
youth groups, and all of the enriching programs that reinforce our call to lead all those in the 
East Metro to Christ, Who is the Source and Summit of our daily and eternal lives. God Bless! 

“ 

 
This year there are two options for Family Formation:   

· Meet on campus once a month. Children will meet in the cafeteria while parents meet in the church for a talk. 
All safety precautions will be in place to meet CDC and MDH guidelines. 

· Parents who do not yet feel comfortable coming back to church will have the option to go through the online 
Franciscan University program. “The cornerstone of the Institute’s work is our online library of video-based 
catechetical workshops. Designed to complement and supplement diocesan formation and continuing education 
programs already in place.” (Franciscan University). Everyone will be assigned a mentor they will meet with virtually, 
on the phone, or in a one-on-one setting. 

Families with children preparing for the sacraments of First Reconciliation and  
First Communion will additionally meet on Sundays between the 8:30 and 10:30 
a.m. Masses. During this Sunday time, we are very pleased to offer Catechesis of 
the Good Shepherd for our second grade Faith Formation students preparing for  
First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion. CGS beautifully brings the 
children into close and loving relationships with Jesus, their Good Shepherd, 
through the presentations and meditations in the atriums. There will be an option 
for those who do not yet feel comfortable meeting at our campus.  

If you have any questions, please contact  Justin Kortuem at 
jkortuem@transfigurationmn.org, or 651-501-2207. 



Follow us @  
facebook.com/
Transfigurationmn 

Join the conversation 
@ Twitter.com/ 
TransfigParish 

Listen to past homilies and watch 
other videos by going to 
Transfigurationmn.org/YouTube 

See what’s going on 
@ Instagram.com/
Transfig39 

Hello! My name is Mr. Tim Maher, and I  
am the new fifth grade teacher at 
Transfiguration. After a five-year career in 
business, which included software training 
and consulting, I taught fifth grade for more 
than four years at a Catholic grade school, 
then chose to be a stay-at-home dad. During 
my time away from the classroom, I coached 
youth rec league teams, relied on my 
teaching experience to volunteer in my 

daughters’ school, and did some substitute teaching. In my free 
time, I enjoy reading, weight-lifting, trips up the North Shore with 
my family, and continuing my quest to win the championship 
game in my fantasy football league (currently 0-3). Now that my 
youngest child is a third grader in Mrs. Dorr’s class, I am excited 
to return to a Catholic school setting as part of the Transfiguration 
community, and to continue the development of learning and faith 
(including my own) in the fifth grade classroom.  

Hi! My name is  
Mrs. MacKenzie Hanson, 
and I am the new 2nd grade 
teacher at Transfiguration; 
I went to Transfiguration 
from kindergarten to 
8th grade, so I am super 
excited to be back! I grew 
up in Oakdale with my 2 
older brothers and 2 older 
sisters, I have a dog named Gracie, and I am an 
auntie to 4 beautiful nieces and 3 handsome 
nephews. I graduated from Winona State in 
May of 2019 with my Bachelor’s in Science in 
Teaching/Elementary Education K-6. I love 
spending time with my family and traveling.  
I am super excited for this school year and  
I can’t wait to see God’s work in this school!  
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Helping You Review 
Your Best Options

 Buying or Selling Real Estate

          FREE Market Analysis

    40+ Years of Real Estate Experience

Call Ken Frank 651-731-8899 
Email Ken at kfrank@kw.com

PREMIER REALTY

Newest & Most Affordable Funeral Home in the Area!

 Michael O’Halloran - Owner

          Cremation • Funeral Services • Life Celebrations

651-702-0301   www.ohalloranmurphy.com

DITTRICH LAW FIRM P.A.
GREGORY D. DITTRICH 

Parishioner
Family Law & Wills 

www.dittrichlawoffice.com 
Conveniently located at I-94 & Radio Dr.

651-730-6223          Free 1/2 Hr. Initial Consultation

Specializing in Weddings & Special Occasions 

 
 
 

Chris Sarrack Exceptional Service 
2305 Stillwater Road 651-739-7959

Bank Local. Bank Premier.
Maplewood

651.777.7700
Woodbury

651.578.6998

Roseville 
651.633.8880

White Bear Lake
651.426.7800

www.premierbanks.com

Assisted living memory care 
OPENING SPRING 2020

(651) 793-2100 
CerenitySeniorCare.com

Assisted living  
memory care

OPENING SPRING 2020

(651) 793-2100
CerenitySeniorCare.com

Contact Tom Maakestad to place an ad today!
tmaakestad@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5858



WULFF 
Funeral Home

 
Susan Montpetit, Manager

651-776-1555
1485 White Bear Ave. St. Paul

Cremation Services • Advance Planning
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Gormans
Family Restaurant

Since 1980

3 Miles E. of 694 on County Rd. 14, Lake Elmo, MN

651-770-2476
Hours: M-Sat 6am-8pm • Sun 7am-3pm 

Breakfast Served Anytime!

Relevant Radio 1330 AM 
“Catholic Radio–bridging the gap between faith & everyday life”

www.catholicscomehome.org
Together We Can End Abortion

Ed & Kathy Gorman, Parishioners

FREE ESTIMATE 
FINANCING

 

Rob Langer, Parishioner 

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION
651-429-0001 • www.srheatingcooling.com

HEATING • COOLING

PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF SERVICE ORDER. 
NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR DISCOUNT.

$10000 OFF 
Installation of Furnace or  

Air Conditioner - OR - 
$25000 OFF 

for Installation of BOTH

$2000 OFF 
WORK 

PERFORMED

SANDBERG 
FUNERAL & 

CREMATION SERVICES
651-777-2600 

sandbergfuneralhome.com
Family Owned & Operated Since 1942

State Farm®

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Amy Brown Ins Agency Inc
Amy Brown CLU CPCU, Agent
1513 Geneva Avenue N
Oakdale, MN 55128-4219
Bus 651.735.4193  Fax 651.735.7673
www.amybrown.us • amy@amybrown.us

The greatest compliment you can give is a referral.

www.FurlongsLiquor.com 

Hwy 36 & Century

779-7757

Voted Best Liquor Store 
Best Wine Selection 

Best Service Past 21 Years

Party Planning and delivery 

Open Late Night 8-10pm 
Monday - Saturday

SUN       RAY  
PLUMBING & HEATING INC

Residential • Commercial
 FOUR GENERATIONS STRONG

651-779-6823
GLENN ROESKE STEVE ROESKE

www.sunrayplumbing.com

Your search for a self 
storage facility is over!

Full Breakfast Menu
Every Sunday 10am-Noon

651-714-2035 • www.ray-js.com
9854 Norma Lane (Woodbury Dr & I-94)

Open 7 days a week

NOW HIRING 
SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS!

Apply Online at: 
FirstGroupCareers.com

Shayne Hall 
Realtor, MN & WI

(651) 335-6607
www.HomesByShayne.com

Michael Justen, Master Plumber

651-605-5025    
www.justenplumbing.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

Providing Free, Safe Housing For 
Homeless Pregnant Women.

We are seeking volunteers to help with gardening/yard 
work at our St. Paul home. Please contact us to learn more.

www.PhilomenaHouse.org  |  651•373•1205

Contact Tom Maakestad to place an ad today!
tmaakestad@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5858

651-776-2328
891 White Bear Ave St. Paul

www.optionsforwomeneast.com


