
  

 

 
 

 
Week 1 of Transfiguration’s 2020-21 school year is in the 
books! Thanks to the preparation and planning of our 
COVID-19 School Preparedness Committee, our hard-
working teachers and staff, and the patience, 
understanding and cooperation of parents, the week was  
a success, though not without a few speed bumps.  
We welcomed close to 190 kids, which included many 
new students whose parents are eager for in-person 

learning and the kind of formation that a Catholic school is best equipped to 
provide. Please continue to pray for our school, the safety and health of our 
students and staff, and the continued flourishing of a culture of Christian 
discipleship, academic excellence, and great love.  

Besides many new students, Transfiguration School also welcomed many new 
faculty members this first week, as several teachers and staff have chosen to 
find opportunities elsewhere.  

Mrs. Jane Schnobrich and Mrs. Sarah Duval have decided to retire from the 
front office staff. Both women submitted their resignation, with heavy hearts, 
in August. They have been tremendous assets to our community, often serving 
as the first point of contact for school families. We wish both women only the 
best. Mrs. Melinda Stella, a longtime member of Transfiguration, along with 
Mrs. Ursula Thomas, the grandmother of several Transfiguration students, will 
now be the new faces and voices of our front office.  

Our middle school saw a lot of turnover on staff this summer. Mrs. Mary 
Hernandez, Mrs. Terri Preiner, and Mrs. Kelley Wakem all have taken 
positions elsewhere. Mary and Terri in particular are to be acknowledged – 
they represent together over 30 years of commitment to Transfiguration.  
We owe to them both, and to Kelley, great debts of gratitude. Mrs. Eileen 
Douglass has been hired as our new Middle School English teacher, and 
Father Brian Lynch will teach 7th and 8th grade religion.  

Transfiguration exists  
to lead all those in the  
East Metro to Christ,  

the Source and Summit of  
our daily and eternal lives.  

6133 15th Street North 
Oakdale, MN 55128 

Monday-Thursday:  
 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Friday:  8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
Phone: 651-738-2646 
After-hours Emergency: 
 651-501-2250 
mpraska@transfigurationmn.org 
bulletin@transfigurationmn.org  

 Office:  651-501-2220 
Attendance Line: 651-501-2255 

tiger@transfigurationmn.org 

Check our website  
and myParish App for 
the most up-to-date 

schedule of  our 
liturgies.  



PASTOR 
 Fr. John Paul Erickson 651-738-2646 
 frerickson@transfigurationmn.org  

ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
 Fr. Brian Lynch 651-738-2646 
 frlynch@transfigurationmn.org 

DEACON 
 Deacon Dan Brewer  651-738-2646 
 dbrewer@transfigurationmn.org 

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 
 Erin Ethier  651-501-2209 
 eethier@transfigurationmn.org 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT COORDINATOR /  
PARISH SECRETARY 
 Martha Praska  651-738-2646 
 mpraska@transfigurationmn.org 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
 Kathy Weed 651-738-2646 
 kweed@transfigurationmn.org 

FINANCE ASSISTANT & TADS 
 Kim Connolly  651-501-2208 
 kconnolly@transfigurationmn.org 

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
 Andy Jacobson  651-501-2216 
 principal@transfigurationmn.org 

DIRECTOR OF SACRED MUSIC 
 Mary Demko  651-501-2224 
 mdemko@transfigurationmn.org 

LITURGY COORDINATOR 
 Shantel Schallenkamp 651-501-2206 
 sschallenkamp@transfigurationmn.org 

DIRECTOR OF PARISH FORMATION 
 Justin Kortuem 651-501-2207 
 jkortuem@transfigurationmn.org 

CONFIRMATION COORDINATOR 
 Justin Shay 651-501-2219 
  jshay@transfigurationmn.org 

PARISH LIFE & YOUTH FORMATION 
COORDINATOR 
 Melissa Phinney 651-501-2202 
 mphinney@transfigurationmn.org 

COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR  
 Michelle Jwanouskos    
 bulletin@transfigurationmn.org 

MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR   
 Phil Stoffel 651-501-2245 
 pstoffel@transfigurationmn.org 

AFTER HOURS PASTORAL  
EMERGENCY NUMBER:  651-501-2250  

VICTIM/SURVIVOR SITE & HOTLINE   
 safe-environment.archspm.org 651-291-4475 

Next Baptism Class: Monday, October 3, 2020, at 7:00 p.m.  
If you are in need of Baptism Class, please pre-register by calling 
the Parish Office at 651-738-2646. Important: If there are no 
preregistrations, this class will not be held.  

If you would like to celebrate your wedding at Transfiguration, 
please contact the Parish Office at least nine months in advance. 

Congratulations to Mr. & Mrs. Matthew & Kailey (King) 
Donohue who were joined in the sacred bonds of Holy Matrimony 
on September 5! 

Big-Ticket Capital Improvement Fund 
Amount Collected August 30 $               344
Balance in Big-Ticket Savings Account 90,687 

 August 30 Fiscal YTD 

Total Budgeted Collection $        11000 $       198,000 

Weekend Collection 9,880 195,271 

Surplus/(Deficit) (1,120) (2,729) 

% Above/(Below) Budget  -1.38% 

Long-Term Debt for Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2021 
Amount Collected/Principal Payment $                45 
Balance on Long-Term Debt 4,249,901 
Interest Paid on LT Debt Since 7/1/20 29,297 
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“You, son of man, I have appointed watchman for the house of Israel…”   
EZEKIEL 33:7 

Many of us are generous with our gifts. However, many of us are not 
generous in proportion to the gifts we have been given. How often do we 
give at the minimum level required?  Remember, the Lord calls us to 
nurture and develop our gifts. He calls us to be generous with all the gifts 
He has given us, especially the one that means the most to us.  
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Mrs. Faith Moddrell offered her resignation in early summer. Faith has been 
teaching 2nd grade Transfiguration for over 20 years, and has prepared 
countless children for the reception of their first confession and their first 
Holy Communion. Thank you, Faith, for your love for our students and for 
our school! Faith’s replacement is a graduate herself of Transfiguration, and 
was actually a student of Faith’s – Ms. MacKenzie Hanson. Welcome, 
MacKenzie! 

Our new 5th grade teacher is Mr. Tim Maher, who also happens to be the 
parent of a Transfiguration 3rd grader. Welcome, Tim!     

Our Pre-School has also welcomed a new staff member in Mrs. Heather 
Gannon, an experienced pre-school teacher. Heather will be serving as our 
4/5 assistant on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays.       

Finally, Mrs. Kristen Thomas, the mother of 3 Transfiguration students and 
the director of our pre-school program, accepted the position of “Lower 
School Director.” Her duties will include assisting Mr. Jacobson with 
enrollment, marketing, and staff development.  

Yes…that’s a lot of change. But I am truly excited about our new hires and 
the many gifts they will bring to our school. Our future is bright at 
Transfiguration!   At the same time, we will miss our colleagues who have 
departed for whatever reason, and promise them our prayers and best wishes.  

In other news…One challenge that we have experienced this first week of 
school has been the absence of busing. District 622 has decided not to offer 
non-public schools any assistance with transportation, despite the fact that 
this service is paid for by tax dollars that every citizen pays. Adding to the 
disappointment and frustration is the fact that other districts have worked 
creatively with their private school partners to ensure that all families 
choosing in-person learning this year are supported appropriately with 
reasonable bussing options.  

I am therefore asking you, whether or not you have students at 
Transfiguration Catholic School, to please contact one or all of the 
officials below and request an explanation as to why non-public 
schools, like Transfiguration, Saint Peter’s in North Saint Paul, 
Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary in Maplewood, and Saint 
Jerome’s in Maplewood, are being deprived of a service that is paid for 
by the tax payer and guaranteed under state statute. The names of the 

pertinent public officials are included for your reference. Please be respectful and assume the best when reaching out to 
them. They are attempting to navigate a historically challenging time in the history of education in Minnesota. However, 
let’s be clear: these individuals work for YOU – the taxpayer, and you have a right to inquire about the rationale for their 
decisions - decisions which affect hundreds of children and their families in our area. We need to make sure that private 
school students, and their hard working families, are not unduly singled out to bear what can at times appear to be the 
punitive decisions of those who may perceive private schools to be principally competitors, not partners, in the critical task 
of educating the young.  

Monday, September 7 - Labor Day
CAMPUS CLOSED 
NO MASS OR CONFESSIONS 

Tuesday, September 8 
8:00 a.m. – Mass  
Noon-12:30 p.m. – Confessions*   
12:30-1:30 p.m. – Rosary** 

Wednesday, September 9 
8:00 a.m. – Mass 
5:00 p.m. – Outdoor Mass (parking lot) 

Thursday, September 10 
8:00 a.m. – Mass  
Noon-12:30 p.m. – Confessions*   
Noon-1:00 p.m. – Church Open for Prayer** 

Friday, September 11 
8:00 a.m. – Mass  

Saturday, September 12 
8:00 a.m. – Mass, live-streamed only 
      (no congregation) 

Sunday, September 13 - 24th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

7:30-7:55 a.m. – Confessions* 
8:30 a.m. – Holy Mass  
10:30 a.m. – Holy Mass �  
6:00 p.m. – Holy Mass 
� Distribution of Holy Communion following  

10:30 a.m. Mass. Parishioners and visitors who 
cannot attend Mass inside and are present to 
listen to Mass in the parking lot may receive Holy 
Communion under the canopy; please wait for a 
signal from staff before you leave your vehicles.  

* Confessions will be offered Sundays 7:30-7:55 a.m., 
Mondays 5:30-6:00 p.m., and Tuesday & Thursdays 
noon-12:30 p.m. Please ring the door buzzer to be 
admitted. 

** As per the times listed above for the Rosary 
and private prayer, please ring the door 
buzzer to be admitted.  

All times subject to change. Please check  
our parish website daily for time changes.  

Christine Tucci Osorio 
Superintendent of ISD 622 
651-748-7411  
cosorio@isd622.org 

B.J. Ison 
Supervisor of Transportation Services of ISD 622 
651-621-1981 
bison@isd622.org 

Rep. Leon Lillie, MN House 
651-296-1188 
Rep.leon.lillie@house.mn 

Paul Reinke, Oakdale Mayor 
651-773-1104 
preinke@ci.oakdale.mn.us 

Michelle Yener, School Board 
Chair of ISD 622 
Term ends Dec. 31, 2022 
michelle_yener@isd622.org 

Senator Chuck Wiger, MN Senate 
651-296-6820 
sen.chuck.wiger@senate.mn 
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We are committed to providing many opportunities for as many people as possible to encounter the Lord through 
programs and offerings that are accessible, friendly, and convenient.  
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In an effort to help St. 
Stephen’s Catholic Church 
in Minneapolis and its 
surrounding community, 
which continues to suffer 
from the devastating riots 
and demonstrations as well 
as from COVID-19, 

Transfiguration has been collecting donations of much-
needed items (list can be found on our website) every 
Friday.  

Normally, we only accept non-perishable items; 
however, since we will be delivering donations directly 
to St. Stephen's on Friday, September 11, after our 
collection time of 5:00-6:00 p.m., we will be able to 
accept perishable donations as well. Please consider 
giving to this local Catholic Church whose need 
continues to grow. May God bless your generosity. 

To stay connected, 
consider signing up 
for our email 
newsletter, filled with 
up-to-date parish 
news. If you have 
subscribed but have 
not yet received a 
newsletter, be sure to 
check your spam 
folder.  

To subscribe,  
please email:  

 
Melissa Phinney at mphinney@transfigurationmn.org 

Dear Parents, 
As I continue to work with the Archdiocesan Catholic Schools Office 
and the principal of St. Peter’s in N. St. Paul to encourage the leaders 
of District 622 to provide busing services to our students living within 
District 622, I am asking for your help with this endeavor. Please call 
and email District 622 leadership and your local legislators to request 
busing for non-public school students.  It is important that the voice of 
the taxpayer is heard in this matter.  It is also important to know that 
District 622’s funding has not changed, and I have recently learned that 
they continue to pay their bus drivers whether or not they are driving a 
bus route. District 622 has the resources to bus our students, but they 

are refusing to do it in a manner that is equitable to the children that attend non-public schools. On page 3 of this 
bulletin you can find the names of the people to contact; you can also visit our school website for contact information 
and a letter template you can use to help us secure the busing our students and families deserve.   

Thank you! 

 
On August 23, Fr. Bob Hazel, representing the 
Missionary Cooperation Plan of the Archdiocese of 
St. Paul and Minneapolis, spoke at all Sunday Masses 
about the needs of the Venezuelan Mission. Due to 
the generosity of parishioners, we were able to raise 
$9,662. Thank you to all who donated to this 
important corporal and spiritual work. 
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We recognize that it is the Sunday Mass that is the true source and summit of our life and faith, and we are committed 
to providing transcendent and transfiguring worship that also builds up our community as one. 

 
On September 10 at 7:00 p.m., we will welcome Monsignor Aloysius Callaghan, Rector Emeritus 
of the St. Paul Seminary School of Divinity. Monsignor will speak on "The Formation of 
Priests in our Current Day – Challenging and Graced."  

Monsignor Callaghan was ordained in St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome in 1971 and has since served 
in various diocesan roles in his hometown of Allentown PA, in Rome at the Vatican 
Congregation for Religious (during which time he became quite close to Saint Teresa of 
Calcutta), the Archdiocese of Military Services, as its Vicar General, and most recently as the 
Rector of the St. Paul Seminary School of Divinity, a post he held for 12 years. He is currently 
the Archdiocesan Vicar for Retired Priests and is the sacramental assistant at the Church of St. 
Timothy in Maple Lake. 

Starting this fall, parishioners will have the opportunity to take classes through the 
online Franciscan University program while working alongside a mentor. “The 
cornerstone of the Institute’s work is our online library of video-based catechetical 
workshops. Designed to complement and supplement diocesan formation and 
continuing education programs already in place, the Catechetical Institute’s online 
programming makes the best of Franciscan University available to dioceses 
everywhere.” (Franciscan University) This program will be offered free of charge to our 
parishioners. For more information on Franciscan University, please visit their 
website: franciscanathome.com.  

If interested, please contact Justin Kortuem at 651-501-2207 or 
jkortuem@transfigurationmn.org. 

- Beginning September 13 - 
This five-part virtual series on praying with Scripture 
offers practical tools for growing in holiness, drawing 
upon the rich tradition of the Catholic Church. 

Archbishop Hebda 
and Bishop 
Cozzens will teach 
the fundamentals 
of praying with Scripture and explain how to use a Prayer Companion resource to 
enrich your prayer experience. Watch at your convenience with family, friends or on 
your own.  

Masses will be offered for  
each of these intentions.  

Sunday, September 6 
Steve Roth † 
Steve & Joanne Hartigan † 
Meghan Fischer † 

Monday, September 7 
Tom & Marlys Cleaveland † 

Tuesday, September 8 
Harriet Koonze † 

Wednesday, September 9 
Grace & Lynn Flynn †   

Thursday, September 10 
Fielding Holmes † 

Friday, September 11 
Emergency Responders 

Saturday, September 12 
Dan & Mary Jo Rossini 
Butch Schmidtbauer † 

Sunday, September 13 
Roman & Amy Wirkus † 
Teresa Garcia † 
The People of Transfiguration 
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We are committed to being a truly “pro-family” culture, a culture that recognizes parents’ primary role in the education 
of their children, encourages and promotes a radical openness to life, and strives to support families in their efforts to 
be holy and to form their beloved children into saints.  

As the saying goes when it comes to raising kids, “it takes a village.” We could 
not be more grateful that Transfiguration is such a big part of ours. For the 
past seven years, our children have been a part of this school. We first learned 
about Transfiguration preschool back in 2012 from a family that we began 
chatting with during Mass in the “cry room.” Little did we know that 
conversation would strike up not only a deep friendship that still continues 
today but also be our first taste of what "community" here would be like.  
From that moment on, we've been blessed to meet families that put faith first. 
Our children have developed friendships founded on faith, joy, laughter, and 
love. We leave each interaction with a feeling of deep community and the belief 
that God has had a hand in placing these families in our path. 

Our "village" here goes beyond just families that we have met. The staff and 
teachers at Transfiguration have become "like family" to us as well. These 
teachers teach with their entire heart and truly love these kids as if they're their 
own. Not only do they show up day in and day out in the classroom, but it's not uncommon for them to stop by a 
hockey rink or a community center to cheer on the kids as they take the ice or perform in a play. The relationships that 
the teachers make with each student are the foundation of their academic success in the classroom. They take the time 
to get to know each child individually and it is through that relationship that academic excellence ignites and takes off. 

As our kids return to campus this fall as a 5th grader, 3rd grader, 2nd grader, and preschooler, it is safe to say as 
parents that our ENTIRE hearts will be walking through the halls. We have faith in our teachers and staff as well as in 
the Lord that this is exactly where they're supposed to be. This is their “home away from home.” This is “our village.” 
Because of this, we have utmost confidence that, despite all of the challenges our world is facing, we can "do all things 
through Christ" here at Transfiguration.  

 
This year there are two options for Family Formation:   
· Meet on campus once a month. Children will meet in the cafeteria while parents meet in the church for a talk. 

All safety precautions will be in place to meet CDC and MDH guidelines. 
· Parents who do not yet feel comfortable coming back to church will have the option to go through the online 

Franciscan University program. “The cornerstone of the Institute’s work is our online library of video-based 
catechetical workshops. Designed to complement and supplement diocesan formation and continuing education 
programs already in place.” (Franciscan University). Everyone will be assigned a mentor they will meet with virtually, 
on the phone, or in a one-on-one setting. 

First Reconciliation and First Communion  
In addition to the monthly on-campus meetings, families with children preparing for 
First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion will meet on Sundays from 9:30-
10:30 a.m. During this Sunday time, we are very pleased to offer Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd for our second grade Faith Formation students preparing for these 
sacraments. CGS beautifully brings the children into close and loving relationships 
with Jesus, their Good Shepherd, through the presentations and meditations in the 
atriums. There will be an option for those who do not yet feel comfortable meeting 
at our campus.  

If you have any questions, please contact Justin Kortuem at jkortuem@transfigurationmn.org, or 651-501-2207. 



This week we welcomed back all our students! 
We are excited to have the kids back in the 
classrooms – this will be a great year, full of 
graces and blessings; we appreciate all of the 
prayers for the students, and ask for your 
continued prayers for the students and faculty. 

Follow us @  
facebook.com/
Transfigurationmn 

Join the conversation 
@ Twitter.com/ 
TransfigParish 

Listen to past homilies and watch 
other videos by going to 
Transfigurationmn.org/YouTube 

See what’s going on 
@ Instagram.com/
Transfig39 

  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  Transfiguration Catholic Church, Oakdale, MN B 4C 02-0162

Helping You Review 
Your Best Options

 Buying or Selling Real Estate

          FREE Market Analysis

    40+ Years of Real Estate Experience

Call Ken Frank 651-731-8899 
Email Ken at kfrank@kw.com

PREMIER REALTY

Newest & Most Affordable Funeral Home in the Area!

 Michael O’Halloran - Owner

          Cremation • Funeral Services • Life Celebrations

651-702-0301   www.ohalloranmurphy.com

DITTRICH LAW FIRM P.A.
GREGORY D. DITTRICH 

Parishioner
Family Law & Wills 

www.dittrichlawoffice.com 
Conveniently located at I-94 & Radio Dr.

651-730-6223          Free 1/2 Hr. Initial Consultation

Specializing in Weddings & Special Occasions 

 
 
 

Chris Sarrack Exceptional Service 
2305 Stillwater Road 651-739-7959

Bank Local. Bank Premier.
Maplewood

651.777.7700
Woodbury

651.578.6998

Roseville 
651.633.8880

White Bear Lake
651.426.7800

www.premierbanks.com

Assisted living memory care 
OPENING SPRING 2020

(651) 793-2100 
CerenitySeniorCare.com

Assisted living  
memory care

OPENING SPRING 2020

(651) 793-2100
CerenitySeniorCare.com

Contact Tom Maakestad to place an ad today!
tmaakestad@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5858



WULFF 
Funeral Home

 
Susan Montpetit, Manager

651-776-1555
1485 White Bear Ave. St. Paul

Cremation Services • Advance Planning
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Gormans
Family Restaurant

Since 1980

3 Miles E. of 694 on County Rd. 14, Lake Elmo, MN

651-770-2476
Hours: M-Sat 6am-8pm • Sun 7am-3pm 

Breakfast Served Anytime!

Relevant Radio 1330 AM 
“Catholic Radio–bridging the gap between faith & everyday life”

www.catholicscomehome.org
Together We Can End Abortion

Ed & Kathy Gorman, Parishioners

FREE ESTIMATE 
FINANCING

 

Rob Langer, Parishioner 

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION
651-429-0001 • www.srheatingcooling.com

HEATING • COOLING

PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF SERVICE ORDER. 
NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR DISCOUNT.

$10000 OFF 
Installation of Furnace or  

Air Conditioner - OR - 
$25000 OFF 

for Installation of BOTH

$2000 OFF 
WORK 

PERFORMED

SANDBERG 
FUNERAL & 

CREMATION SERVICES
651-777-2600 

sandbergfuneralhome.com
Family Owned & Operated Since 1942

State Farm®

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Amy Brown Ins Agency Inc
Amy Brown CLU CPCU, Agent
1513 Geneva Avenue N
Oakdale, MN 55128-4219
Bus 651.735.4193  Fax 651.735.7673
www.amybrown.us • amy@amybrown.us

The greatest compliment you can give is a referral.

www.FurlongsLiquor.com 

Hwy 36 & Century

779-7757

Voted Best Liquor Store 
Best Wine Selection 

Best Service Past 21 Years

Party Planning and delivery 

Open Late Night 8-10pm 
Monday - Saturday

SUN       RAY  
PLUMBING & HEATING INC

Residential • Commercial
 FOUR GENERATIONS STRONG

651-779-6823
GLENN ROESKE STEVE ROESKE

www.sunrayplumbing.com

Your search for a self 
storage facility is over!

Full Breakfast Menu
Every Sunday 10am-Noon

651-714-2035 • www.ray-js.com
9854 Norma Lane (Woodbury Dr & I-94)

Open 7 days a week

NOW HIRING 
SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS!

Apply Online at: 
FirstGroupCareers.com

Shayne Hall 
Realtor, MN & WI

(651) 335-6607
www.HomesByShayne.com

Michael Justen, Master Plumber

651-605-5025    
www.justenplumbing.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

Providing Free, Safe Housing For 
Homeless Pregnant Women.

We are seeking volunteers to help with gardening/yard 
work at our St. Paul home. Please contact us to learn more.

www.PhilomenaHouse.org  |  651•373•1205

Contact Tom Maakestad to place an ad today!
tmaakestad@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5858

651-776-2328
891 White Bear Ave St. Paul

www.optionsforwomeneast.com


