
  

 

 
 

 

Dear Friends, 

September 8 was the second anniversary of my 
installation as pastor at Transfiguration, and the 
beginning of my third year “on the watch.” It has been 
one of the great blessings of my priestly life to be your 
shepherd and your father, and I am so very hopeful that 
the Lord allows me to stay for 12 full years to 
accomplish all that I believe He is calling me to do.  
May God’s Holy Will be done.  

It was a special grace to be installed on the Feast Day of the Nativity of 
Mary, as I have entrusted my pastorate, and all of you, to the care and 
maternal protection of the Most Holy Theotokos, specifically under the title 
of Our Lady, Seat of Wisdom. There is a strikingly beautiful statue of Mary 
under this title in the Chapel of Our Lady of Victory on the campus of Saint 
Catherine University. It is directly above the tabernacle on the left side of 
the sanctuary. I would encourage you to pay a visit to this lovely church and 
to pause in front of the Lord and Lady and to greet them for me.  

Being a pastor is hard. And I think this is the case because being a father 
is hard. It requires that one surrender to the fact that one’s life is no 
longer one’s own. Fathers of both the supernatural and natural order must 
come to terms with this fact if they are to be the dads that they are meant 
to be. The words of Christ to Peter at the conclusion of the Gospel of 
John, “Amen, amen, I say to you, when you were younger, you used to dress yourself 
and go where you wanted; but when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and 
someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go,” are words 
spoken to every man and woman invited to place another human being 
before themselves.  

Transfiguration exists  
to lead all those in the  
East Metro to Christ,  

the Source and Summit of  
our daily and eternal lives.  

6133 15th Street North 
Oakdale, MN 55128 

Monday-Thursday:  
 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Friday:  8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
Phone: 651-738-2646 
After-hours Emergency: 
 651-501-2250 
mpraska@transfigurationmn.org 
bulletin@transfigurationmn.org  

 Office:  651-501-2220 
Attendance Line: 651-501-2255 

tiger@transfigurationmn.org 

Check our website  
and myParish App for 
the most up-to-date 

schedule of  our 
liturgies.  



PASTOR 
 Fr. John Paul Erickson 651-738-2646 
 frerickson@transfigurationmn.org  

ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
 Fr. Brian Lynch 651-738-2646 
 frlynch@transfigurationmn.org 

DEACON 
 Deacon Dan Brewer  651-738-2646 
 dbrewer@transfigurationmn.org 

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 
 Erin Ethier  651-501-2209 
 eethier@transfigurationmn.org 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT COORDINATOR /  
PARISH SECRETARY 
 Martha Praska  651-738-2646 
 mpraska@transfigurationmn.org 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
 Kathy Weed 651-738-2646 
 kweed@transfigurationmn.org 

FINANCE ASSISTANT & TADS 
 Kim Connolly  651-501-2208 
 kconnolly@transfigurationmn.org 

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
 Andy Jacobson  651-501-2216 
 principal@transfigurationmn.org 

DIRECTOR OF SACRED MUSIC 
 Mary Demko  651-501-2224 
 mdemko@transfigurationmn.org 

LITURGY COORDINATOR 
 Shantel Schallenkamp 651-501-2206 
 sschallenkamp@transfigurationmn.org 

DIRECTOR OF PARISH FORMATION 
 Justin Kortuem 651-501-2207 
 jkortuem@transfigurationmn.org 

CONFIRMATION COORDINATOR 
 Justin Shay 651-501-2219 
  jshay@transfigurationmn.org 

PARISH LIFE & YOUTH FORMATION 
COORDINATOR 
 Melissa Phinney 651-501-2202 
 mphinney@transfigurationmn.org 

COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR  
 Michelle Jwanouskos    
 bulletin@transfigurationmn.org 

MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR   
 Phil Stoffel 651-501-2245 
 pstoffel@transfigurationmn.org 

AFTER HOURS PASTORAL  
EMERGENCY NUMBER:  651-501-2250  

VICTIM/SURVIVOR SITE & HOTLINE   
 safe-environment.archspm.org 651-291-4475 

Baptisms are held on Sundays at noon; however, there will be no 
Baptisms scheduled on the first Sunday of the month. Prior to 
calling the office to schedule a baptism, parents must complete a 
baptism class. The next scheduled baptism class is Monday, 
October 3, 2020, at 7:00 p.m.; please pre-register for class by 
calling the Parish Office at 651-738-2646. Important: If there are 
no pre-registrations, this class will not be held.  

Praise God for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ given to the 
following in Baptism:  

Noah Anthony Jones, Emmett Michael Jones, and Ezra 
James Windingstad, sons of John & Megan Jones Windingstad.  

If you would like to celebrate your wedding at Transfiguration, 
please contact the Parish Office at least nine months in advance. 

Louis C. Hoffman died and was buried from Transfiguration on 
September 1. Please keep Louis and his family in your prayers. 

A funeral Mass for Lawrence “Larry” Krank was held on 
Thursday, September 10. Please keep Larry and his family in  
your prayers.  

Big-Ticket Capital Improvement Fund 
Amount Collected September 6 $           2,665
Balance in Big-Ticket Savings Account 93,352 

 September 6 Fiscal YTD 

Total Budgeted Collection $        26,000 $       224,000 

Weekend Collection 26,050 221,321 

Surplus/(Deficit) 50 (2,679) 

% Above/(Below) Budget  -1.20% 

Long-Term Debt for Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2021 
Amount Collected/Principal Payment $              331 
Balance on Long-Term Debt 4,249,570 
Interest Paid on LT Debt Since 7/1/20 29,297 
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We are pleased to welcome John & Megan Jones Windingstad and 
their sons, Noah, Emmett, and Ezra of Chisago City as new 
members to our Parish!  
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The great mystery is that only in this surrender, only in this going 
where some part of us does not want to go, can we ever be truly happy 
and free. For it is only in becoming a father or a mother, that is, only in 
becoming a person whose identity is fundamentally connected to the 
service of another, that we will ever find ourselves. I hope it is clear 
here that fatherhood and motherhood are far deeper realities than 
conceiving a child or sharing DNA. They are mysteries that find their 
meaning in being eclipsed by the other, by laying down one’s life for 
the other.  

Since the failure of our first parents to take responsibility for the 
charge of the Garden and to reject the law of God of sacrifice and self-
gift, we all struggle with “growing up” and taking responsibility for that 
portion of the Lord’s field that has been entrusted to us, whether it be 
a parish, or a spouse, or children, or a friend or our extended family.  
I certainly know that I struggle with it. Newsflash – Your Pastor is a 
Sinner. But one thing I can at least take some solace in – I KNOW that 
I am a sinner, and I know that I stand in need of God’s mercy. And 
yours at times.  

Even in my brief two years here, I know that I have made decisions 
that have disappointed and frustrated some, even to the point of 
leaving the parish. Whether those decisions are the ways in which we 
have handled COVID-19, or the religious formation of our school 
students, or the pursuit of a communion rail, or our more traditional 
worship style, or the formation and use of a “Parish Leadership Team” 
– whatever the decision has been that may or may not have upset you 
or disappointed you, I do want to state very clearly that no major 
decision is made at Transfiguration without prayer and serious 
consideration of the impact that it will have upon the parishioners of 
this great family of faith. Please pray for me, that I may follow what I 
believe to be the Lord’s promptings, even when they are unpopular.   

But lest you get the wrong idea by the seemingly melancholic remarks 
above, I want to say loudly and proudly: on the balance, it is a pure 
blessing to be a part of a parish that is so active and alive, and I am so 
very thankful to God and to the Archbishop for appointing me as your 
pastor. The consolations and graces far outweigh the trouble. And 
besides, any “trouble” I have experienced is only the trouble of being a 
spiritual father. And that gift, hard as it may be at times, is worth every 
proverbial penny.  

Here’s hoping for 10 more years!   

In Christ, the Transfigured and Transfiguring One, 

Fr. Erickson 

Monday, September 14 - Feast of the 
Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

8:00 a.m. – Mass 
5:30-6:30 p.m. – Confessions* 

Tuesday, September 15 
8:00 a.m. – Mass  
Noon-12:30 p.m. – Confessions*   
Noon-1:00 p.m. – Church Open for Prayer** 

Wednesday, September 16 
8:00 a.m. – Mass 
5:00 p.m. – Outdoor Mass (parking lot) 

Thursday, September 17 
8:00 a.m. – Mass  
Noon-12:30 p.m. – Confessions*   
Noon-1:00 p.m. – Church Open for Prayer** 

Friday, September 18 
8:00 a.m. – Mass  

Saturday, September 19 
8:00 a.m. – Mass, live-streamed only 
      (no congregation) 

Sunday, September 20 - 25th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

7:30-7:55 a.m. – Confessions* 
8:30 a.m. – Holy Mass  
10:30 a.m. – Holy Mass �  
6:00 p.m. – Holy Mass 
� Distribution of Holy Communion following  

10:30 a.m. Mass. Parishioners and visitors who 
cannot attend Mass inside and are present to listen 
to Mass (on car radio, 89.1FM, or through 
Facebook on your smartphone) in the parking lot 
may receive Holy Communion under the canopy; 
please wait for a signal from staff before you leave 
your vehicles.  

* Confessions will be offered Sundays 7:30-7:55 a.m., 
Mondays 5:30-6:00 p.m., and Tuesday & Thursdays 
noon-12:30 p.m. Please ring the door buzzer to be 
admitted. 

** On Tuesdays and Thursdays for confession and 
private prayer, please ring the door buzzer to be 
admitted.  

All times subject to change. Please check  
our parish website daily for time changes.  

 

”Lord, How good it is for us to be here!” 
(M !!"#$ 17:4)4) 

“For if we live, we live for the Lord, and if we 
die, we die for the Lord; so then, whether we 

live or die, we are the Lord’s.”  
– ROMANS 14:8 

This is the essence of stewardship – 
everything we have and everything we 
are is a gift from God. We aren’t 
“owners” of anything; we are merely 
“stewards” of the gifts that God has 
given us, especially our very own lives. 
Pray to God, daily, and ask Him how 
He is calling you to the live the life that 
He intended for you. 



We are committed to providing many opportunities for as many people as possible to encounter the Lord through 
programs and offerings that are accessible, friendly, and convenient.  
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Have you grown weary as you run your race and need encouragement to 
persevere?  Do you long to know Christ better? Are you ready to grow in your 
trust of God as your true Source of hope? A study of the Book of Hebrews, 
Grounded in Hope, helps us to encounter Christ in such a powerful, 
comforting and stabilizing way that He can become our lifeline. 

Sessions will begin at Transfiguration the first week of October. Things will 
look a little different this year – we will offer virtual and in-person meetings to 
reach as many women as we can. Please contact Lynn Osborne at 
losborne43@gmail.com, or Erin Ethier at 651-501-2209 or 
eethier@transfigurationmn.org for more information. 

Please watch our website and our myParish app for further details and 
registration. 

We appreciate everyone’s generosity, but due to current 
restrictions we can no longer accept donations for Joseph’s 
Coat. If you are looking to donate clothing, there are other 
options for places to donate, such as St. Vincent de Paul of the 
Twin Cities. Information on donations may found on their 
website: www.svdpmpls.org/storedonations.html 

Health care workers: Catholic faithful throughout 
the archdiocese are dedicated to praying for you! 
Visit archspm.org/covid19prayers to submit a prayer 
request. On this page, you may also sign up for a 
weekly email, watch encouraging videos, and find 
resources for support.  

Want to join in praying for health care workers? 
Commit to daily prayer for health care workers by 
texting archspm-healthcare to 55321 or signing up 
at eva.us/archspm-healthcare. You will receive a 
weekly message with a link to names of health care 
workers to keep in your prayers. 

An influential teacher, a distinguished theologian, a man who 
endured many trials, a father of souls—Blessed John Henry 
Newman (1801 - 1890) remains as fresh and relevant today as 
he was during his lifetime. In this engaging film, Fr. Nicholas 
Schofield and Fr. Marcus Holden, hosts of several other 
Ignatius films, present the inspiring story of Newman's life and 
visit the places in England where he lived and worked.  
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We recognize that it is the Sunday Mass that is the true source and summit of our life and faith, and we are committed 
to providing transcendent and transfiguring worship that also builds up our community as one. 

 
A native of Denver, Bishop Cozzens is the youngest of three children. He graduated from 
Benedictine College in Atchison, Kansas, where he experienced a deepening of faith through 
the Catholic Charismatic Renewal. During a period of discernment following college,  
Bishop Cozzens served as a traveling missionary to young people around the country with 
Twin Cities-based NET Ministries. He then joined the Companions of Christ in Saint Paul 
and worked for Saint Paul’s Outreach, leading college Bible study groups. Ordained a priest 
in 1997, Bishop Cozzens spent the first few years of his priestly career in parish work before 
being assigned to the faculty of the Saint Paul Seminary as a formator and theology professor. 
In 2013, Pope Francis appointed Bishop Cozzens as an auxiliary bishop of Saint Paul and 
Minneapolis. This fall, His Excellency will begin a 3-year term as the Chairman of the US 
Bishops’ Committee on Evangelization and Catechesis, succeeding Bishop Robert Barron. 

Bishop Cozzens’s presentation is entitled “The Church is One: Christ’s Mission of Unity in a Divided World.”  
How do we remain united as a Church in such a divisive time? How do we express our legitimate concerns and 
frustrations with the decisions of our shepherds while still remaining loyal sons and daughters of Holy Mother 
Church? What are the issues about which we can legitimately argue as Catholics? 
And what are the issues about which we must have unanimity? Please plan to attend 
or watch our livestream this timely and important lecture. 

To register, please visit our parish website. 
Masses will be offered for  
each of these intentions.  

Sunday, September 13 
Roman & Amy Wirkus † 
Teresa Garcia † 
The People of Transfiguration 

Monday, September 14 
John & Ann Frascone † 

Tuesday, September 15 
Thomas & Mary Leverty † 

Wednesday, September 16 
George † & Pauline Oxford 

Thursday, September 17 
Matthew Waldron † 

Friday, September 18 
John B. Dewberry † 

Saturday, September 19 
Eleanor Heesch † 
Edward Stach † 

Sunday, September 20 
Chris & Ashley Reiff Family 
The People of Transfiguration 
Fr. Richard Schmitzer † 

On a typical Friday, Fr. Brian Lynch 
may be found by an intersection in the 
East Metro holding a sign that said 
“JESUS 2020” in letters approximately 
13 inches tall. People often honk their 
horn as they drive by in support of his 
message. The highlight of his time 
doing this outreach is when people 
approach him and speak with him, and 
they are able to pray together.  

“Though it is this kind of outreach to 
which I feel called, I cannot say that it 
comes easy or naturally for me. When 
anticipating the time I have designated 
to engage in outreach, there is always 

some good thing that would be much more comfortable for me to do instead.  
Since it may not come easily or naturally, we can learn from and be encouraged by 
others.” Fr. Brian Lynch 
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We are committed to being a truly “pro-family” culture, a culture that recognizes parents’ primary role in the education 
of their children, encourages and promotes a radical openness to life, and strives to support families in their efforts to 
be holy and to form their beloved children into saints.  

Simply put, our family attends Transfiguration due to Faith, Family 
& Fellowship.  

FAITH: Transfiguration is a vibrant, authentic Catholic community 
that fosters spiritual growth. There is a great emphasis on the Mass 
and the Sacraments at Transfiguration that is essential to our 
Catholic faith. Additionally, there are many opportunities for 
catechesis and spiritual formation for people of all ages and in all 
stages of life/faith journey. Transfiguration has been blessed with 
great shepherds such as Father Baer, Father Erickson, Father 
Johnson, and Father Lynch. 

FAMILY: Transfiguration is the church where Valentina grew up 
attending Mass and faith formation, and is the church that her 
family still attends. Transfiguration is the church where we started 
our family - we were married here, and our children were baptized 
into the Catholic Faith here. It is our family’s church. 

FELLOWSHIP: The community at Transfiguration is so welcoming, and there are many ways to get involved. There 
are so many groups, events, volunteer opportunities, etc., that help you get to know your fellow parishioners and help 
you live out your Catholic Faith within the community.   

 
This year we will have two different options for Family Formation. Our program will 
begin October 3.  

For more information on the two options, and to register, please visit our website: 
www.transfigurationmn.org/Education.cfm?ID=33  

"For I know the plans I have in mind for you," says the Lord, 
"plans to give you a future full of hope." - Jeremiah 29:11 

Congratulations to our two sacristans who graduated from 
high school this past year and are now moving onto their 
next exciting chapter of life. 

· Cooper Jwanouskos 
· Dominic Nicosia 

We are so grateful for your faithful and dedicated service to 
Transfiguration and the sacred liturgy. Please know of our 
continued prayers for you; your Transfiguration family is 
always here to welcome you back from your adventures! 



Follow us @  
facebook.com/
Transfigurationmn 

Join the conversation 
@ Twitter.com/ 
TransfigParish 

Listen to past homilies and watch 
other videos by going to 
Transfigurationmn.org/YouTube 

See what’s going on 
@ Instagram.com/
Transfig39 

On Sunday, September 27, at 10:30 a.m., we will be celebrating Mass 
OUTSIDE (weather permitting); our school students and their families, 
along with school teachers and staff, will be joining us. As before  
re-opening, we will bring a portable altar under the canopy at the church 
entrance; the congregation should park their vehicles according to the 
line markings (please do not park in aisles or in non-marked spaces 
in order to face the church). We will have several stations for the 
distribution of Holy Communion following the celebration of the Mass. 

As always with our outdoor liturgies, we will have speakers set up if you 
wish to roll down your windows, as well as a transmitter (set your car 
radios to 89.1 FM) if you would rather listen over the airwaves. If you do 
not wish to sit in your vehicle, you can bring folding chairs,but please 
stay next to your own vehicle and do not sit in driving lanes or 
congregate with other households. NOTE: For this 10:30 a.m. Mass, 
we will NOT be holding Mass inside our building, unless we move 
inside due to stormy weather. May we be blessed with beautiful 
weather for this outdoor celebration of the Lord's Resurrection!   

More details will be provided in the September 20 Bulletin. 
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Helping You Review 
Your Best Options

 Buying or Selling Real Estate

          FREE Market Analysis

    40+ Years of Real Estate Experience

Call Ken Frank 651-731-8899 
Email Ken at kfrank@kw.com

PREMIER REALTY

Newest & Most Affordable Funeral Home in the Area!

 Michael O’Halloran - Owner

          Cremation • Funeral Services • Life Celebrations

651-702-0301   www.ohalloranmurphy.com

DITTRICH LAW FIRM P.A.
GREGORY D. DITTRICH 

Parishioner
Family Law & Wills 

www.dittrichlawoffice.com 
Conveniently located at I-94 & Radio Dr.

651-730-6223          Free 1/2 Hr. Initial Consultation

Specializing in Weddings & Special Occasions 

 
 
 

Chris Sarrack Exceptional Service 
2305 Stillwater Road 651-739-7959

Bank Local. Bank Premier.
Maplewood

651.777.7700
Woodbury

651.578.6998

Roseville 
651.633.8880

White Bear Lake
651.426.7800

www.premierbanks.com

Assisted living memory care 
OPENING SPRING 2020

(651) 793-2100 
CerenitySeniorCare.com

Assisted living  
memory care

OPENING SPRING 2020

(651) 793-2100
CerenitySeniorCare.com

Contact Tom Maakestad to place an ad today!
tmaakestad@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5858



WULFF 
Funeral Home

 
Susan Montpetit, Manager

651-776-1555
1485 White Bear Ave. St. Paul

Cremation Services • Advance Planning
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Gormans
Family Restaurant

Since 1980

3 Miles E. of 694 on County Rd. 14, Lake Elmo, MN

651-770-2476
Hours: M-Sat 6am-8pm • Sun 7am-3pm 

Breakfast Served Anytime!

Relevant Radio 1330 AM 
“Catholic Radio–bridging the gap between faith & everyday life”

www.catholicscomehome.org
Together We Can End Abortion

Ed & Kathy Gorman, Parishioners

FREE ESTIMATE 
FINANCING

 

Rob Langer, Parishioner 

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION
651-429-0001 • www.srheatingcooling.com

HEATING • COOLING

PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF SERVICE ORDER. 
NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR DISCOUNT.

$10000 OFF 
Installation of Furnace or  

Air Conditioner - OR - 
$25000 OFF 

for Installation of BOTH

$2000 OFF 
WORK 

PERFORMED

SANDBERG 
FUNERAL & 

CREMATION SERVICES
651-777-2600 

sandbergfuneralhome.com
Family Owned & Operated Since 1942

State Farm®

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Amy Brown Ins Agency Inc
Amy Brown CLU CPCU, Agent
1513 Geneva Avenue N
Oakdale, MN 55128-4219
Bus 651.735.4193  Fax 651.735.7673
www.amybrown.us • amy@amybrown.us

The greatest compliment you can give is a referral.

www.FurlongsLiquor.com 

Hwy 36 & Century

779-7757

Voted Best Liquor Store 
Best Wine Selection 

Best Service Past 21 Years

Party Planning and delivery 

Open Late Night 8-10pm 
Monday - Saturday

SUN       RAY  
PLUMBING & HEATING INC

Residential • Commercial
 FOUR GENERATIONS STRONG

651-779-6823
GLENN ROESKE STEVE ROESKE

www.sunrayplumbing.com

Your search for a self 
storage facility is over!

Full Breakfast Menu
Every Sunday 10am-Noon

651-714-2035 • www.ray-js.com
9854 Norma Lane (Woodbury Dr & I-94)

Open 7 days a week

NOW HIRING 
SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS!

Apply Online at: 
FirstGroupCareers.com

Shayne Hall 
Realtor, MN & WI

(651) 335-6607
www.HomesByShayne.com

Michael Justen, Master Plumber

651-605-5025    
www.justenplumbing.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

Providing Free, Safe Housing For 
Homeless Pregnant Women.

We are seeking volunteers to help with gardening/yard 
work at our St. Paul home. Please contact us to learn more.

www.PhilomenaHouse.org  |  651•373•1205

Contact Tom Maakestad to place an ad today!
tmaakestad@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5858

651-776-2328
891 White Bear Ave St. Paul

www.optionsforwomeneast.com


