
  

 

 
 

 
Dear Parishioners and Friends of Transfiguration: 
Perhaps you have seen me out and about with my 
"JESUS" sign on a Friday afternoon; perhaps you have 
just seen the photo of me with my sign in the 
bulletin. Though I have encountered a couple of you 
during the exercise of my sign evangelization ministry, 
most of you probably know relatively little about it, so 
if you are interested, keep reading! 

My "JESUS" sign evangelization ministry has been an interesting series of 
approximately 10 outings, each of which has lasted for an hour or so on 
Friday afternoons during rush hour. It all began on Friday, July 17, at the 
corner of Century and 15th St. N. On that first outing, I didn’t have a sign; 
I just stood near the corner and waved to folks, noticing with interest the 
diversity of people passing me in their cars. The following Friday I 
brought my "JESUS" sign a block or so south to the intersection of 
Century and 14th St. N. where we have a TRANSFIGURATION sign. A 
number of people honked and waved as they passed me; it was a positive 
experience. Toward the end my hour there, a young man approached me, 
and we were able to pray together; that made my day. 
On Friday, August 7, Deacon Zeph joined me on my "JESUS" sign 
outing. Though I had the intention of being perched safely on the 
pedestrian overpass bridge parallel to Highway 36 that passes over 
Century Avenue, it was not a particularly satisfying experience. Deacon 
Zeph had the courage to encourage me to set up at the intersection of 
Highway 36 and Century Avenue. We ended up on the southwest median. 
We had a great experience, with many people honking and waving, 
seemingly with approval. 

Transfiguration exists  
to lead all those in the  
East Metro to Christ,  

the Source and Summit of  
our daily and eternal lives.  

6133 15th Street North 
Oakdale, MN 55128 

Monday-Thursday:  
 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Friday:  8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
Phone: 651-738-2646 
After-hours Emergency: 
 651-501-2250 
mpraska@transfigurationmn.org 
bulletin@transfigurationmn.org  

 Office:  651-501-2220 
Attendance Line: 651-501-2255 

tiger@transfigurationmn.org 

Check our website  
and myParish App for 
the most up-to-date 

schedule of  our 
liturgies.  



PASTOR 
 Fr. John Paul Erickson 651-738-2646 
 frerickson@transfigurationmn.org  

ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
 Fr. Brian Lynch 651-738-2646 
 frlynch@transfigurationmn.org 

DEACON 
 Deacon Dan Brewer  651-738-2646 
 dbrewer@transfigurationmn.org 

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 
 Erin Ethier  651-501-2209 
 eethier@transfigurationmn.org 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT COORDINATOR /  
PARISH SECRETARY 
 Martha Praska  651-738-2646 
 mpraska@transfigurationmn.org 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
 Kathy Weed 651-738-2646 
 kweed@transfigurationmn.org 

FINANCE ASSISTANT & TADS 
 Kim Connolly  651-501-2208 
 kconnolly@transfigurationmn.org 

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
 Andy Jacobson  651-501-2216 
 principal@transfigurationmn.org 

DIRECTOR OF SACRED MUSIC 
 Mary Demko  651-501-2224 
 mdemko@transfigurationmn.org 

LITURGY COORDINATOR 
 Shantel Schallenkamp 651-501-2206 
 sschallenkamp@transfigurationmn.org 

DIRECTOR OF PARISH FORMATION 
 Justin Kortuem 651-501-2207 
 jkortuem@transfigurationmn.org 

CONFIRMATION COORDINATOR 
 Justin Shay 651-501-2219 
  jshay@transfigurationmn.org 

PARISH LIFE & YOUTH FORMATION 
COORDINATOR 
 Melissa Phinney 651-501-2202 
 mphinney@transfigurationmn.org 

COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR  
 Michelle Jwanouskos    
 bulletin@transfigurationmn.org 

MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR   
 Phil Stoffel 651-501-2245 
 pstoffel@transfigurationmn.org 

AFTER HOURS PASTORAL  
EMERGENCY NUMBER:  651-501-2250  

VICTIM/SURVIVOR SITE & HOTLINE   
 safe-environment.archspm.org 651-291-4475 

Baptisms are held on Sundays at noon; however, there will be no 
Baptisms scheduled on the first Sunday of the month. Prior to 
scheduling a baptism, parents must complete a baptism class.  
To register for a class or schedule a baptism, please call our parish 
office at 651-738-2646.  

If you would like to celebrate your wedding at Transfiguration, 
please contact the Parish Office at least nine months in advance. 

JoAnn (McLaughlin) Priener died and was buried from 
Transfiguration on September 24. Please keep JoAnn and her  
family in your prayers. 

Big-Ticket Capital Improvement Fund 
Amount Collected September 20 $            1,861
Balance in Big-Ticket Savings Account 96,060 

 September 20 Fiscal YTD 

Total Budgeted Collection $        36,000 $       275,000 

Weekend Collection 34,343 269,765 

Surplus/(Deficit) (1,657) (35,235) 

% Above/(Below) Budget  -1.90% 

Long-Term Debt for Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2021 
Amount Collected/Principal Payment $              755 
Balance on Long-Term Debt 4,238,833 
Interest Paid on LT Debt Since 7/1/20 44,129 
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An obituary page is available on the parish website.  
It can be found at www.transfigurationmn.org/obits 

We are pleased to welcome the following new members to our Parish: 
· Ben & Larissa Eberhard and their children, Eleanor and  

Ben of Oakdale. 
· Stēphane & Cassandra Banna and their children Audrey, 

Sebastian, and Nathalie of Lake Elmo. 
· Jessica Shepard and her daughter, Avalie of Oakdale. 
· Joe & Mariah Gagliardi of St. Paul. 



3 

Though I liked my Jesus sign that seemed to be well-received by 
folks driving by, I was not completely satisfied with it. It occurred to 
me that it would be helpful to give my "JESUS" sign a contemporary 
context, so I added “2020” to it. This was of course a play on the 
format of election advertisements and signs that are now on display. 
I was at the intersection of Highway 36 and Century Avenue some 
weeks later, on Friday, September 4, with my "JESUS 2020" sign. 
On that occasion, a man spoke to me from his vehicle while he was 
waiting at the traffic light. He seemed to disapprove of my 
message. About 15 minutes later the same man approached me on 
foot. He engaged me in a combination of conversation and debate, 
offering a number of Gospel passages he had memorized that he 
seemed to think disproved Catholic beliefs about God and Jesus, 
though I of course did not agree with him. Not only that, he offered 
me four professionally produced pamphlets that explained his 
religion and his belief in God and Jesus. Though the pamphlets 
looked nice, their content was rather superficial. This only 
encouraged me to do more reading and research on the subject; I 
found myself surprisingly interested in what I was learning. 
During my reflection, I decided that although "JESUS 2020" was a 
relevant and timely sign, “JESUS IS GOD" is a message of 
significantly greater significance. So, I modified my sign to 
communicate just that. 
The last couple Fridays I have been evangelizing with my "JESUS IS 
GOD" sign. I don’t honestly know what the next development in 
my “JESUS” sign evangelization ministry will be. If you have any 
interest in joining me or going out on your own with my sign or 
your own, please let me know. I would be really happy to assist you 
in getting involved! 
All the best in Christ, 
Fr. Brian Lynch 

Monday, September 28 
8:00 a.m. – Mass 
5:30-6:00 p.m. – Confessions* 

Tuesday, September 29 - Feast of the Archangels 
8:00 a.m. – Mass  
Noon-12:30 p.m. – Confessions*   
Noon-1:00 p.m. – Church Open for Prayer** 

Wednesday, September 30 
8:00 a.m. – Mass 
5:00 p.m. – Final Outdoor Mass (parking lot) 

Thursday, October 1 
8:00 a.m. – Mass  
Noon-12:30 p.m. – Confessions*   
Noon-1:00 p.m. – Church Open for Prayer** 

Friday, October 2 - Memorial of the Holy 
Guardian Angels 

8:00 a.m. – Mass  
Saturday, October 3 

8:00 a.m. – Mass, live-streamed only 
      (no congregation) 

Sunday, October 4 - 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30-7:55 a.m. – Confessions* 
8:30 a.m. – Holy Mass  
10:30 a.m. – Holy Mass �  
6:00 p.m. – Holy Mass 
� Distribution of Holy Communion following  

10:30 a.m. Mass. Parishioners and visitors who cannot 
attend Mass inside and are present to listen to Mass  
(on car radio, 89.1 FM, or through Facebook on your 
smartphone) in the parking lot may receive Holy 
Communion in front of the school entrance; please wait 
for a signal from staff before you leave your vehicles.  

* Confessions will be offered Sundays 7:30-7:55 a.m., 
Mondays 5:30-6:00 p.m., and Tuesday & Thursdays 
noon-12:30 p.m. Please ring the door buzzer to be 
admitted. 

** On Tuesdays and Thursdays for confession and private 
prayer, please ring the door buzzer to be admitted.  

All times subject to change. Please check  
our parish website daily for time changes.  

“Do nothing out of selfishness; rather, humbly regard 
others as more important than yourselves…”   

Philippians 2:3 
Pride and ego are hard things to control. 
We see how others act or dress and think 
we are superior to them. We idolize our 
own self-image. But, if we truly believe 
everything is a gift from God, we recognize 
all the people that God has put in our lives 
as gifts! We are grateful for how they enrich 
our lives. Pray every day for the people in 
your life: your family, your friends and 
those who make you angry. 



We are committed to providing many opportunities for as many people as possible to encounter the Lord through 
programs and offerings that are accessible, friendly, and convenient.  
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Have you grown weary as you run your race and need encouragement to 
persevere? Do you long to know Christ better? Are you ready to grow in your 
trust of God as your true Source of hope?   

Register for “Grounded in Hope” at Transfiguration!  Sessions begin the first 
week of October, and we will be offering virtual and in-person meetings to 
reach as many women as we can. Visit our parish website to register. 

If you would like more information, please contact Lynn Osborne at 
losborne43@gmail.com, or Erin Ethier at 651-501-2209 or 
eethier@transfigurationmn.org for more information.  

As we move closer to cold wintry weather, we are looking to keep a Mass 
available for parishioners and guests who have not yet felt able to return to the 
larger indoor crowds for Sunday Mass. 

The outdoor Mass on Wednesday, September 30, will be our last 5:00 p.m. 
outdoor Mass, but in its place, we will offer an indoor Mass on Tuesdays at 
5:00 p.m., beginning Tuesday, October 6. Although this Mass will be open to 
others, the primary audience will be those people who have joined us outside on 
Wednesdays or who have not yet returned to Sunday indoor Masses. We will 
offer increased spacing in the church for seating, while observing other safety 
protocols in place (the government mandate on wearing masks indoors, 
volunteers sanitizing hands, ushers for seating and for Communion lines).  

If you have need of special assistance, such as the need for a wheelchair for the 
Mass or help getting into the church from your vehicle, please call the main parish 
office. Volunteers to help in this effort are also needed!  Contact Shantel 
Schallenkamp sshallenkamp@transfigurationmn.org if you can volunteer for this special Mass time. 

 
 
Looking for a group of men of the parish with whom 
you can grow in your faith? Men’s groups at 
Transfiguration meet on Saturday mornings.  

What happens at these meetings? Coffee, food, 
sharing of thanksgivings, talking about our faith, 
sometimes a study of a book or section of the Bible 
and more.  

Email or call Justin Kortuem for more information. 
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We recognize that it is the Sunday Mass that is the true source and summit of our life and faith, and we are committed 
to providing transcendent and transfiguring worship that also builds up our community as one. 

"Politics, though often denigrated, remains a lofty vocation and one of the highest 
forms of charity, inasmuch as it seeks the common good.” 

- Pope Francis [205] - The Joy of the Gospel. 

Jason Adkins, Esq., Executive Director of the Minnesota Catholic Conference since 
March 2011, will be at the Church of St Peter for a live conference on “Faithful 
Steward: Politics and the Common Good.” Prior to his advocacy work for the Church, 
Jason was an attorney at the Institute for Justice, a public-interest law firm. Jason has 
clerked for both state and federal appellate judges and received his law degree from the 
University of Minnesota Law School, where he has served as an adjunct professor. He 

holds undergraduate and graduate degrees from the University of St. Thomas (Minnesota), and resides in Saint Paul 
with his family. 

· October 1, 2020, at 6:30 p.m. Fellowship Hall - St. Peter’s in North St. Paul 
· Entrance E1 door - ONLY 
· We will do our best to provide the streaming of the conference; more details about the streaming to be given.  
· Please R.S.V.P. to Connie at 651-777-8304 by Tuesday, September 29, 2020. We will follow the CDC’s guidelines 

of social distancing and wearing of face masks. 

* Note: this event is at Church of St. Peter in North St. Paul, NOT at Transfiguration. 

Masses will be offered for  
each of these intentions.  

Sunday, September 27 
Dorothy Brandt † 
The People Of Transfiguration 
Tim Poferl † 

Monday, September 28 
Vern & Anna Kolb † 

Tuesday, September 29 
Lorraine Cook &  

AnnaMae Jansen † 

Wednesday, September 30 
Jeff Oxford † 

Thursday, October 1 
C.R. Johnston Family † 

Friday,  October 2 
Richard Blossom † 

Saturday, October 3 
Michael Kotrba 
Deceased Members of the 

Emmett Jewell Family † 

Sunday, October 4 
Bud Sauer † 
The People of Transfiguration 
Walter & Virginia Ricker † 

We are very excited to host the Archdiocesan 
Admission to Candidacy for the nineteen men 
preparing to enter the permanent diaconate, 
including parishioner Chris Vance.  

On Sunday, October 11, at the 10:30 a.m. 
Mass, Bishop Cozzens will formally 
welcome these nineteen candidates into their 
last four years of formation.  

Dear Transfiguration Parishioners, 

On the behalf of Knights of Columbus Council 
4374, thank you for your overwhelming support 
for our Booya event. We sold out within the 
first 3 hours of the event. Your support helps 
community involvement, such as our recent 
$2,000 to donation to Options for Women East 
for building improvements, and $1,000 
donations to Transfiguration, Blessed 
Sacrament, and Presentation of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary for COVID relief.  

Thank you again for your great support.  

God Bless, Dave Ronning, Grand Knight 
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We are committed to being a truly “pro-family” culture, a culture that recognizes parents’ primary role in the education 
of their children, encourages and promotes a radical openness to life, and strives to support families in their efforts to 
be holy and to form their beloved children into saints.  

Looking for a way to help you get more out of 
the Sunday Gospel? We prepare a short video 
for each upcoming Sunday, along with study 
questions, to guide you to a deeper 
understanding of the readings you will hear at 
Mass. You can use this video study (see the 
homepage of our website), for personal use, 
with your families, or in small group settings. 

 
This year we will have two different options for 
Family Formation and Confirmation (in-person 
and online). Our program will begin October 3. 
For more information on each of the programs 
and to register, please visit our parish website. 

We are also in need of catechist once a month 
for both Confirmation and Family Formation.  
If you are interested, please contact Justin Shay 
at jshay@transfigurationmn.org for 
Confirmation and Melissa Phinney at 
mphinney@transfigurationmn.org for  
Family Formation.  

 
This year we are pleased to offer Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd (CGS) for PreK– 3rd grade students in our school and 
for the first time also for our second grade Faith Formation 
students preparing for First Reconciliation and First Holy 
Communion. CGS beautifully brings the children into close and 
loving relationships with Jesus, their Good Shepherd, through 
the presentations and meditations in the atriums. 



Follow us @  
facebook.com/
Transfigurationmn 

Join the conversation 
@ Twitter.com/ 
TransfigParish 

Listen to past homilies and watch 
other videos by going to 
Transfigurationmn.org/YouTube 

See what’s going on 
@ Instagram.com/
Transfig39 

For the past 17 years, the annual Children’s Rosary Pilgrimage 
has taken place at the Cathedral, with grade school students 
from our Archdiocesan Catholic schools gathering to pray on 
the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary. Due to the restrictions 
for gatherings this year, the event will be streamed live from 
Transfiguration at 9:30 a.m. on Wednesday, October 7.  

Bishop Cozzens will lead this beautiful time of prayer, joined 
by the students from our school; this virtual pilgrimage will be 
streamed live (and available on our website after the 
livestream) to all Archdiocesan Catholic grade schools, and will 
include a short commentary on the Rosary, Eucharistic 
Exposition, the recitation of the Glorious Mysteries of the 
Holy Rosary, and will conclude with Eucharistic benediction.  

Note: due to COVID-19 restrictions, only students and staff 
will be able to participate in the church; but please invite 
parents, grandparents, siblings and friends to participate by 
joining us online. We are so excited to host this blessed event!  
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Helping You Review 
Your Best Options

 Buying or Selling Real Estate

          FREE Market Analysis

    40+ Years of Real Estate Experience

Call Ken Frank 651-731-8899 
Email Ken at kfrank@kw.com

PREMIER REALTY

Newest & Most Affordable Funeral Home in the Area!

 Michael O’Halloran - Owner

          Cremation • Funeral Services • Life Celebrations

651-702-0301   www.ohalloranmurphy.com

DITTRICH LAW FIRM P.A.
GREGORY D. DITTRICH 

Parishioner
Family Law & Wills 

www.dittrichlawoffice.com 
Conveniently located at I-94 & Radio Dr.

651-730-6223          Free 1/2 Hr. Initial Consultation

Specializing in Weddings & Special Occasions 

 
 
 

Chris Sarrack Exceptional Service 
2305 Stillwater Road 651-739-7959

Bank Local. Bank Premier.
Maplewood

651.777.7700
Woodbury

651.578.6998

Roseville 
651.633.8880

White Bear Lake
651.426.7800

www.premierbanks.com

Assisted living memory care 
OPENING SPRING 2020

(651) 793-2100 
CerenitySeniorCare.com

Assisted living  
memory care

OPENING SPRING 2020

(651) 793-2100
CerenitySeniorCare.com

Contact Tom Maakestad to place an ad today!
tmaakestad@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5858



WULFF 
Funeral Home

 
Susan Montpetit, Manager

651-776-1555
1485 White Bear Ave. St. Paul

Cremation Services • Advance Planning
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Gormans
Family Restaurant

Since 1980

3 Miles E. of 694 on County Rd. 14, Lake Elmo, MN

651-770-2476
Hours: M-Sat 6am-8pm • Sun 7am-3pm 

Breakfast Served Anytime!

Relevant Radio 1330 AM 
“Catholic Radio–bridging the gap between faith & everyday life”

www.catholicscomehome.org
Together We Can End Abortion

Ed & Kathy Gorman, Parishioners

FREE ESTIMATE 
FINANCING

 

Rob Langer, Parishioner 

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION
651-429-0001 • www.srheatingcooling.com

HEATING • COOLING

PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF SERVICE ORDER. 
NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR DISCOUNT.

$10000 OFF 
Installation of Furnace or  

Air Conditioner - OR - 
$25000 OFF 

for Installation of BOTH

$2000 OFF 
WORK 

PERFORMED

SANDBERG 
FUNERAL & 

CREMATION SERVICES
651-777-2600 

sandbergfuneralhome.com
Family Owned & Operated Since 1942

State Farm®

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Amy Brown Ins Agency Inc
Amy Brown CLU CPCU, Agent
1513 Geneva Avenue N
Oakdale, MN 55128-4219
Bus 651.735.4193  Fax 651.735.7673
www.amybrown.us • amy@amybrown.us

The greatest compliment you can give is a referral.

www.FurlongsLiquor.com 

Hwy 36 & Century

779-7757

Voted Best Liquor Store 
Best Wine Selection 

Best Service Past 21 Years

Party Planning and delivery 

Open Late Night 8-10pm 
Monday - Saturday

SUN       RAY  
PLUMBING & HEATING INC

Residential • Commercial
 FOUR GENERATIONS STRONG

651-779-6823
GLENN ROESKE STEVE ROESKE

www.sunrayplumbing.com

Your search for a self 
storage facility is over!

Full Breakfast Menu
Every Sunday 10am-Noon

651-714-2035 • www.ray-js.com
9854 Norma Lane (Woodbury Dr & I-94)

Open 7 days a week

NOW HIRING 
SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS!

Apply Online at: 
FirstGroupCareers.com

Shayne Hall 
Realtor, MN & WI

(651) 335-6607
www.HomesByShayne.com

Michael Justen, Master Plumber

651-605-5025    
www.justenplumbing.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

Providing Free, Safe Housing For 
Homeless Pregnant Women.

We are seeking volunteers to help with gardening/yard 
work at our St. Paul home. Please contact us to learn more.

www.PhilomenaHouse.org  |  651•373•1205

Contact Tom Maakestad to place an ad today!
tmaakestad@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5858

651-776-2328
891 White Bear Ave St. Paul

www.optionsforwomeneast.com


