
  

 

 
 

 

October 7 is the Feast Day of Our Lady of the Rosary. I suspect 
that it is because of this commemoration that the whole month of 
October is dedicated to the time-tested and massively powerful 
prayer of the Rosary. In honor of this important feast day, I 
reprint here an article by Father Steve Grunow and published on 
the popular “Word on Fire” blog. (A full copy of the article may 
be found here:  www.wordonfire.org/resources/blog/our-lady-of-
the-rosary-and-the-battle-of-lepanto/1220) 

On October 7, 1571, a fleet of ships assembled by the combined forces of 
Naples, Sardinia, Venice, the Papacy, Genoa, Savoy and the Knights 
Hospitallers fought an intense battle with the fleet of the Ottoman Empire. 
The battle took place in the Gulf of Patras located in western Greece. 
Though outnumbered by the Ottoman forces, the so-called “Holy League” 
possessed of superior firepower would win the day. This victory would 
severely curtail attempts by the Ottoman Empire to control the 
Mediterranean, causing a seismic shift in international relations from East to 
West. In some respects, and I do not want this claim to be overstated, the 
world that we know came into being with this victory. This event is known 
to history as the “Battle of Lepanto.”  

Pope Pius V, whose treasury bankrolled part of this military endeavor, 
ordered the churches of Rome opened for prayer day and night, 
encouraging the faithful to petition the intercession of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary through the recitation of the Rosary. When word reached Pope 
Pius of the victory of the Holy League, he added a new feast day to the 
Roman Liturgical Calendar- October 7th would henceforth be the feast of 
Our Lady of Victory. Pope Pius’ successor, Gregory XIII, would change the 
name of this day to the Feast of the Holy Rosary.  
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Baptisms are held on Sundays at noon; however, there will be no 
Baptisms scheduled on the first Sunday of the month. Prior to 
scheduling a baptism, parents must complete a baptism class.  
To register for a class or schedule a baptism, please call our parish 
office at 651-738-2646.  

Praise God for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ given to  
Brooklen Amy Meuwissen, daughter of Peter and Whitney.  

If you would like to celebrate your wedding at Transfiguration, 
please contact the Parish Office at least nine months in advance. 

Big-Ticket Capital Improvement Fund 
Amount Collected September 27 $              335
Balance in Big-Ticket Savings Account 96,395 

 September 27 Fiscal YTD 

Total Budgeted Collection $        22,000 $       297,000 

Weekend Collection 20,196 289,961 

Surplus/(Deficit) (1,804) (7,039) 

% Above/(Below) Budget  -2.37% 

Long-Term Debt for Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2021 
Amount Collected/Principal Payment $            1,115 
Balance on Long-Term Debt 4,237,718 
Interest Paid on LT Debt Since 7/1/20 44,129 
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Our contemporary sensibilities might make us stir uncomfortably at the 
association of the Mother of the Prince of Peace with the memory of 
warfare, strife and the troubled history that preceded and followed the 
Battle of Lepanto. But the fact of the matter is that this feast was first 
understood as a celebration akin to what we commemorate on the Fourth 
of July or D-Day. Pope Pius V (later Saint Pius V) interpreted the event as 
the movement of Providence in favor of the Church and European 
civilization. He had no qualms in the assertion that the triumph properly 
belonged to the Mother of God and that, in the midst of the rancor of 
battle, her intercession had moved the “Holy League” to victory. Such 
warlike associations with Christian Faith and culture likely cannot be 
sustained today. Some find all this to be offensive to genuine Christian 
sensibilities.  

Thus, the true history of this day has receded into the obscuring mists of 
the past. In our present circumstances we celebrate the prayer of the 
Rosary, not the battle of Our Lady of Victory. We recall its efficacy as a 
source for meditation and contemplation and encourage its practice. If 
there is reference to a battle at all, it is made to the conflicts of our interior 
lives, particularly in our desire to pray without the burden of distractions. 

And yet I find my thoughts turned towards Our Lady of Victory, of the 
Mother of the Messiah, who proclaimed God mighty and victorious in her 
Magnificat, and in these words spoke of the strength of His arm to cast 
down the mighty and exalt the lowly. I think of all those precursors of the 
Mother of God – Miriam, the prophetess, who took a timbrel in hand and 
on the shores of the Red Sea, singing songs in praise of the God of Israel’s 
triumph over the army of Pharaoh; of Judith and Deborah and the fire that 
burned within their hearts for justice and the sword that they raised against 
the enemies of God’s people; of Rahab and the spies and the fall of 
Jericho; of Esther the Queen, who risked her own life so that her people 
might be saved. The Bible is a book of battles. There is properly a peace-
making quality to our Biblical Faith, a hope for a restoration of the 
concord that the Creator intended between himself and humanity. But 
there is also a properly oppositional quality to our Faith, the recognition 
that in knowing what we stand for, we also know what we stand against. 
We can no more excise conflict from the Bible than we can deny its reality 
in our own history. We have been placed in the midst of a fallen world, not 
merely to surrender to its failure to love, but to live in defiance to that 
which opposes God. Resist we must, but to do so, we attempt to imitate, 
not the fallen powers of this world, but Christ the Lord, who wrested 
power away from the powerful, not by force of arms, but in the strength of 
his will to love us unto death. He is triumphant, but there still are battles 
left for him to fight in all the Lepanto’s that rage within our own troubled 
souls. In the midst of these battles I know that Christ the Lord fights for 
us still, and that the Lady of Victory is at His side. 

(By the way…October 7 is also Fr. Lynch’s birthday. Ad multos, my dear friend!!! 
May the Queen of Heaven secure for you the victory of eternal life!)  

In Christ, the Transfigured and Transfiguring One, 

Fr. Erickson  

Monday, October 5 
8:00 a.m. – Mass 
5:30-6:00 p.m. – Confessions* 

Tuesday, October 6 
8:00 a.m. – Mass  
Noon-12:30 p.m. – Confessions*   
Noon-1:00 p.m. – Church Open for Prayer** 
5:00 p.m. – Mass 

Wednesday, October 7 
8:00 a.m. – Mass 

Thursday, October 8 
8:00 a.m. – Mass  
Noon-12:30 p.m. – Confessions*   
Noon-1:00 p.m. – Church Open for Prayer** 

Friday, October 9 
8:00 a.m. – Mass  

Saturday, October 10 
8:00 a.m. – Mass, live-streamed only 
      (no congregation) 

Sunday, October 11 - 28th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 

7:30-7:55 a.m. – Confessions* 
8:30 a.m. – Holy Mass  
10:30 a.m. – Holy Mass �  
6:00 p.m. – Holy Mass 
� Distribution of Holy Communion following  

10:30 a.m. Mass. Parishioners and visitors who cannot 
attend Mass inside and are present to listen to Mass  
(on car radio, 89.1 FM, or through Facebook on your 
smartphone) in the parking lot may receive Holy 
Communion in front of the school entrance; please wait 
for a signal from staff before you leave your vehicles.  

* Confessions will be offered Sundays 7:30-7:55 a.m., 
Mondays 5:30-6:00 p.m., and Tuesday & Thursdays 
noon-12:30 p.m. Please ring the door buzzer to be 
admitted. 

** On Tuesdays and Thursdays for confession and private 
prayer, please ring the door buzzer to be admitted.  

All times subject to change. Please check  
our parish website daily for time changes.  

“The stone the builders rejected has become the 
corner stone…” - MATTHEW 21:42 
Jesus was rejected by the religious and 
political leaders of his day, as well as 
ordinary citizens. Living a stewardship 
lifestyle may cause you to be “rejected” 
by others in today’s society. For example, 
saying grace before a meal in a restaurant 
may attract some strange looks from 
some. But to others it is sign that God is 
alive and well! 



We are committed to providing many opportunities for as many people as possible to encounter the Lord through 
programs and offerings that are accessible, friendly, and convenient.  
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On Sunday, October 11, at the 10:30 a.m. Mass,  
Bishop Cozzens will formally welcome these nineteen 
candidates into their last four years of formation.  

Ordination of men as deacons or priests conforms them 
sacramentally to Jesus Christ himself. Though all the 
baptized are baptized into the prophetic, priestly, and kingly 
offices of Jesus, those who are ordained are called forth by 
the Holy Spirit through the Church to participate in Jesus’ 
three-fold office in a singular way: they stand in persona 
Christi, that is, in the very person of the Bridegroom Jesus 
who gives his life in service of his Bride the Church.  The 
Rite of Admission to Candidacy for Holy Orders is the first 
formal “calling forth.”  Those men who have completed 
initial discernment and formation now officially become 
candidates for ordination to the diaconate and, for 
seminarians, also to priesthood, and accompanied by our 
prayers and sacrifices they now embark on several years of 
further formation for Holy Orders.  Thanks be to God!  

At the dawn of the twentieth century, three voices 
rose up from Poland - St. Faustina Kowalska, St. 
Maximilian Kolbe, and Pope St. John Paul II - to 
proclaim an urgent message, a message powerful 
enough to alter the course of an age plunging into 
spiritual darkness. 

LECTIO: PHILIPPIANS WITH  
DR. TIM GRAY - Towards the end of his life, 
under arrest and awaiting trial in Rome, Saint Paul 
writes a short but powerful letter to the 
Philippians. In six sessions, Dr. Tim Gray 
combines insight and practical guidance using the 
lectio divina disciplines to make the Scriptures 
come alive in Philippians: Life in Christ. 

BROTHER 
FRANCIS: 
THE BAREFOOT 
SAINT OF ASSISI 
If you think you 
know Francis of 
Assisi, you're in  
for a surprise. 
Discover the 

astonishing life of Brother Francis, the fun-loving 
son of wealth and privilege who gave up everything 
for the sake of Christ. 

For the past 17 years, the annual 
Children’s Rosary Pilgrimage has 
taken place at the Cathedral, with 
grade school students from our 
Archdiocesan Catholic schools 
gathering to pray on the Feast of 
Our Lady of the Rosary. Due to 
the restrictions for gatherings this 

year, the event will be streamed live from Transfiguration on 
Wednesday, October 7, at 9:30 a.m.  

Bishop Cozzens will lead this beautiful time of prayer, joined 
by the students from our school; this virtual pilgrimage will 
be streamed live (and available on our website after the 
livestream) to all Archdiocesan Catholic grade schools, and 
will include a short commentary on the Rosary, Eucharistic 
Exposition, the recitation of the Glorious Mysteries of the 
Holy Rosary, and will conclude with Eucharistic benediction.  

Note: due to COVID-19 restrictions, only students and 
staff will be able to participate in the church; but please 
invite parents, grandparents, siblings and friends to 
participate by joining us online. We are so excited to host 
this blessed event!  
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We recognize that it is the Sunday Mass that is the true source and summit of our life and faith, and we are committed 
to providing transcendent and transfiguring worship that also builds up our community as one. 

Whether you were here to listen in person 
or watched via the live stream, Bishop 
Cozzens had something for everyone. In a 
world today that sometimes wants to 
separate truth and mesh together fact and 
fiction to create their own convenient 
realities, Bishop Cozzens clearly explained 
why we believe what we believe. Jesus did 
come to unite us all in our love for the 
Father. Because of the fall of Adam and 
Eve, all mankind was left with divisions, 
divisions between man and God, between 

man and man, and within one’s own self. Bishop Cozzens not only explained these divisions but gave us food for 
thought on how we might examine where and how we contribute to those divisions in our own way in our own lives, 
and what we might do to begin the repair process in order that we might reach our one final goal: unity with God, 
living in Heaven with Him.  

I’m thankful to Father Erickson for the Father Baer lecture series. 
The talk by Bishop Cozzens was honest and timely and exactly 
what I needed to hear. I loved how he incorporated many stories 
of the Saints. The Saints are wonderful examples of how to live 
and love in charity and how to be obedient, even when their 
superiors were wrong, as was the case with Padre Pio. And yet, 
Padre Pio remained humble and obedient. It’s going to be helpful 
for me to remember “The legitimate command of my legitimate 
superior is the will of God for me.” This is not easy, and Jesus 
did not say that following Him would be easy. Jesus’ silent 
obedience to death on the Cross saved us. Another thing he said 
that spoke to me is to always presume the best of the person I 
disagree with and to love them and listen to their pain. If you 
missed this talk, I encourage you to listen to it on the YouTube 
channel. Thank you, Bishop Cozzens!  

As we try to understand and make sense of divisions within the 
Catholic Church and in our society, I was particularly struck by 
Bishop Cozzen's statement that "the legitimate command of my 
legitimate superior is the will of God for me." Bishop Cozzens 
emphasized how important this obedience to legitimate authority 
is for the unity of society. As Catholics, we are to obey lawful 
authority except if a law or command is immoral. Even if we 
believe firmly that the legitimate law or command is in error, it is 
still "God's will for me" and I am called to humbly submit to this 
command. Another important take away from Bishop Cozzens' 
lecture was his sharing that only "suffering love" will heal our 
divided society. Rather than anger and violence, we need to love, 
even when someone has hurt us. It is loving the way Christ loves 
that will save us. 

His Excellency’s talk was very fitting in light of 
the times we face today within the Church and 
the world. Indeed, we are all greatly reminded 
by our Shepherd (our Spiritual Father) of many 
important theological concepts and virtues that 
are essential for the Christian (religious and lay 
alike) to embody within the world and the 
Church, in order to preserve unity in relation to 
God within ourselves, each other (within the 
family and community – natural and at the 
parish/diocesan level), and therein the world 
and the larger Body of Christ in the face of 
division of any kind: holiness, humility, 
patience, silent suffering united to the Cross, 
prudence in being aware of how our actions 
affect/effect ourselves and one another, 
confidence in Christ’s victory, salvific unity that 
comes from silent suffering, and trust that 
includes an element of daily surrender to the 
Lord and His Divine will. Like a father, he 
gently reminds us of getting back to the basics 
of these simple concepts that are evident within 
Scripture, Tradition, and concrete examples of 
those human beings that we look to continue to 
strive for holiness: the saints. Take heed to his 
words and the examples, my dear friends – for 
we must learn these theological concepts and 
live these virtues well if we desire to make it to 
the ultimate Divine Union, face-to-face with the 
One from Whom we come: OUR FATHER.  
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We are committed to being a truly “pro-family” culture, a culture that recognizes parents’ primary role in the education 
of their children, encourages and promotes a radical openness to life, and strives to support families in their efforts to 
be holy and to form their beloved children into saints.  

You are invited to visit on Tuesday, October 6 at  
6:30 p.m. - No obligation, no sign up, just come as you are 
and bring a friend! 

We will gather in the 
Transfiguration 
Gathering Space for the 
first talk of Grounded in 
Hope titled, “The 
Radiance”. You will learn 
about how our story fits 
into a larger story and to 
see Jesus as the source of 
our hope and the pioneer 
of our salvation. We will 
observe appropriate 
social distancing and face 
masks are required 
indoors. If you have 

questions, please contact the parish office at 651-738-2646. 

Looking for a group of men of the parish with 
whom you can grow in your faith? Men’s groups at 
Transfiguration meet on Saturday mornings.  

What happens at these meetings? Coffee, food, 
sharing of thanksgivings, talking about our faith, 
sometimes a study of a book or section of the Bible 
and more.  

Email or call Justin Kortuem for more information. 

Masses will be offered for  
each of these intentions.  

Sunday, October 4 
Bud Sauer † 
The People of Transfiguration 
Walter & Virginia Ricker † 

Monday, October 5 
George Oxford † 

Tuesday, October 6 
Maloyna Eichwald 

Wednesday, October 7 
Kathy & Sue Smith  

Thursday, October 8 
C.R. & Agnes Johnston Family 

Friday, October 9 
Rose Dablow † 

Saturday, October 10 
Tony Wyganowski † 
Rose & Lynn Owens 

Sunday, October  11 
Vern & Anna Kolb † 
Thomas Plasch † 
The People of Transfiguration 

In the September 6, 2020 bulletin, Father 
Erickson and I asked for your support and 
assistance with our goal of obtaining busing for 
Transfiguration students from School District 
622. Thank you to those that took the time to 
contact the administrators involved in the 
decision-making process. I am pleased to report 
that with the assistance of the Office for the 
Mission of Catholic Education and an 
organization called “OAK”, Opportunity for All Kids, the principal of St. Peter’s 
in North St. Paul and I had a productive meeting with administrators from District 
622. We do not have a resolution yet, but we are learning about how the district 
schedules and funds busing and the challenges that they face as we look for an 
equitable solution. 

I also need to clear up some incorrect information that I included in my September 6 
message. I stated that the district was paying their bus drivers whether or not they 
were working, and the statement was not true. District 622 owns their own bus fleet 
and they were not paying drivers unless they were working.  

God Bless!  Mr. J  

 



Follow us @  
facebook.com/
Transfigurationmn 

Join the conversation 
@ Twitter.com/ 
TransfigParish 

Listen to past homilies and watch 
other videos by going to 
Transfigurationmn.org/YouTube 

See what’s going on 
@ Instagram.com/
Transfig39 

On October 10, Transfiguration will be having their annual  
Walk-a-thon; the theme is “Rock the Walk.” This year’s walk 
will look a little different than previous years. In order to meet 
current COVID-19 guidelines, we will be dividing up when the 
grades walk. This year will also be on a Saturday, with families 
and parishioners invited. 100% of all donations raised help to 
fund our operations budget and support the enrichment of the 
school. If you would like to donate to this year’s Walk-a-thon, 
please call the school office at: 651-501-2220.  
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Helping You Review 
Your Best Options

 Buying or Selling Real Estate

          FREE Market Analysis

    40+ Years of Real Estate Experience

Call Ken Frank 651-731-8899 
Email Ken at kfrank@kw.com

PREMIER REALTY

Newest & Most Affordable Funeral Home in the Area!

 Michael O’Halloran - Owner

          Cremation • Funeral Services • Life Celebrations

651-702-0301   www.ohalloranmurphy.com

DITTRICH LAW FIRM P.A.
GREGORY D. DITTRICH 

Parishioner
Family Law & Wills 
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Conveniently located at I-94 & Radio Dr.

651-730-6223          Free 1/2 Hr. Initial Consultation

Specializing in Weddings & Special Occasions 
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2305 Stillwater Road 651-739-7959

Bank Local. Bank Premier.
Maplewood

651.777.7700
Woodbury
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Roseville 
651.633.8880

White Bear Lake
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www.premierbanks.com

Assisted living memory care 
OPENING SPRING 2020

(651) 793-2100 
CerenitySeniorCare.com

Assisted living  
memory care

OPENING SPRING 2020

(651) 793-2100
CerenitySeniorCare.com

Contact Tom Maakestad to place an ad today!
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WULFF 
Funeral Home

 
Susan Montpetit, Manager

651-776-1555
1485 White Bear Ave. St. Paul

Cremation Services • Advance Planning
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Gormans
Family Restaurant

Since 1980

3 Miles E. of 694 on County Rd. 14, Lake Elmo, MN

651-770-2476
Hours: M-Sat 6am-8pm • Sun 7am-3pm 

Breakfast Served Anytime!

Relevant Radio 1330 AM 
“Catholic Radio–bridging the gap between faith & everyday life”

www.catholicscomehome.org
Together We Can End Abortion

Ed & Kathy Gorman, Parishioners

FREE ESTIMATE 
FINANCING

 

Rob Langer, Parishioner 

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION
651-429-0001 • www.srheatingcooling.com

HEATING • COOLING

PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF SERVICE ORDER. 
NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR DISCOUNT.

$10000 OFF 
Installation of Furnace or  

Air Conditioner - OR - 
$25000 OFF 

for Installation of BOTH

$2000 OFF 
WORK 

PERFORMED

SANDBERG 
FUNERAL & 

CREMATION SERVICES
651-777-2600 

sandbergfuneralhome.com
Family Owned & Operated Since 1942

State Farm®

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Amy Brown Ins Agency Inc
Amy Brown CLU CPCU, Agent
1513 Geneva Avenue N
Oakdale, MN 55128-4219
Bus 651.735.4193  Fax 651.735.7673
www.amybrown.us • amy@amybrown.us

The greatest compliment you can give is a referral.

www.FurlongsLiquor.com 

Hwy 36 & Century

779-7757

Voted Best Liquor Store 
Best Wine Selection 

Best Service Past 21 Years

Party Planning and delivery 

Open Late Night 8-10pm 
Monday - Saturday

SUN       RAY  
PLUMBING & HEATING INC

Residential • Commercial
 FOUR GENERATIONS STRONG

651-779-6823
GLENN ROESKE STEVE ROESKE

www.sunrayplumbing.com

Your search for a self 
storage facility is over!

Full Breakfast Menu
Every Sunday 10am-Noon

651-714-2035 • www.ray-js.com
9854 Norma Lane (Woodbury Dr & I-94)

Open 7 days a week

NOW HIRING 
SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS!

Apply Online at: 
FirstGroupCareers.com

Shayne Hall 
Realtor, MN & WI

(651) 335-6607
www.HomesByShayne.com

Michael Justen, Master Plumber

651-605-5025    
www.justenplumbing.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

Providing Free, Safe Housing For 
Homeless Pregnant Women.

We are seeking volunteers to help with gardening/yard 
work at our St. Paul home. Please contact us to learn more.

www.PhilomenaHouse.org  |  651•373•1205

Contact Tom Maakestad to place an ad today!
tmaakestad@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5858

651-776-2328
891 White Bear Ave St. Paul

www.optionsforwomeneast.com


