
  

 

 
 
 
The Catholic citizen, and even more the Catholic priest 
or bishop, must never put his allegiance to country or to 
a political party before his commitment to Christ the 
King. Patriotism, informed involvement in the 
democratic process, and engagement in important policy 
debates of our day are certainly positive goods that the 
Church commends to her sons and daughters. But it is a 
grave error for the believer to identity oneself principally 
by earthly citizenship, a political party or a philosophical 
system (i.e., “conservative” or “liberal”). Rather, the Christian must 
ALWAYS be, in the words of Saint Thomas More, “The King’s Good 
Servant, but God’s first.”   

For this reason, the assertion that abortion is the most important public 
policy debate of our day, as well as a clear and present danger to the sanctity 
of human life in a way and on a scale that very few issues can claim, can 
never be interpreted as a partisan proclamation. Regrettably, because the 
current party platform of the Democratic Party explicitly affirms the “right 
to abortion,” such an interpretation can be hard to avoid. But this sad reality 
is not the preacher’s fault. It is the direct consequence of a conscious 
decision by the leaders of a major political party to stand in proud support 
of a barbaric practice that has been explicitly condemned by the Church 
since her earliest years.  

Here are the actual words from the DFL platform page, found right on their 
website:  

We believe unequivocally, like the majority of Americans, that every woman should be 
able to access high-quality reproductive health care services, including safe and legal 
abortion.  

…Democrats will always protect sexual and reproductive health and rights. We believe 
that comprehensive health services, including access to reproductive care and abortion 
services, are vital to the empowerment of women and girls.  

Transfiguration exists  
to lead all those in the  
East Metro to Christ,  

the Source and Summit of  
our daily and eternal lives.  

6133 15th Street North 
Oakdale, MN 55128 

Monday-Thursday:  
 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Friday:  8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
Phone: 651-738-2646 
After-hours Emergency: 
 651-501-2250 
mpraska@transfigurationmn.org 
bulletin@transfigurationmn.org  

 Office:  651-501-2220 
Attendance Line: 651-501-2255 

tiger@transfigurationmn.org 

Check our website  
and myParish App for 
the most up-to-date 

schedule of  our 
liturgies.  



PASTOR 
 Fr. John Paul Erickson 651-738-2646 
 frerickson@transfigurationmn.org  

ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
 Fr. Brian Lynch 651-738-2646 
 frlynch@transfigurationmn.org 

DEACON 
 Deacon Dan Brewer  651-738-2646 
 dbrewer@transfigurationmn.org 

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 
 Erin Ethier  651-501-2209 
 eethier@transfigurationmn.org 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT COORDINATOR /  
PARISH SECRETARY 
 Martha Praska  651-738-2646 
 mpraska@transfigurationmn.org 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
 Kathy Weed 651-738-2646 
 kweed@transfigurationmn.org 

FINANCE ASSISTANT & TADS 
 Kim Connolly  651-501-2208 
 kconnolly@transfigurationmn.org 

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
 Andy Jacobson  651-501-2216 
 principal@transfigurationmn.org 

DIRECTOR OF SACRED MUSIC 
 Mary Demko  651-501-2224 
 mdemko@transfigurationmn.org 

LITURGY COORDINATOR 
 Shantel Schallenkamp 651-501-2206 
 sschallenkamp@transfigurationmn.org 

DIRECTOR OF PARISH FORMATION 
 Justin Kortuem 651-501-2207 
 jkortuem@transfigurationmn.org 

CONFIRMATION COORDINATOR 
 Justin Shay 651-501-2219 
  jshay@transfigurationmn.org 

PARISH LIFE & YOUTH FORMATION 
COORDINATOR 
 Melissa Phinney 651-501-2202 
 mphinney@transfigurationmn.org 

COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR  
 Michelle Jwanouskos    
 bulletin@transfigurationmn.org 

MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR   
 Phil Stoffel 651-501-2245 
 pstoffel@transfigurationmn.org 

AFTER HOURS PASTORAL  
EMERGENCY NUMBER:  651-501-2250  

VICTIM/SURVIVOR SITE & HOTLINE   
 safe-environment.archspm.org 651-291-4475 

If you have a child needing to be Baptized or if you are expecting a 
child soon, please call the parish office to make arrangements for 
an individual Baptism class at 651-738-2646.  

Praise God for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ given to the following 
in Baptism: 

· Maria Estelle Hoffman, daughter of Ben & Sara 
· Jamie Rae Vogel and Casey Lynn Vogel, daughters of 

Thomas and Katie 

If you would like to celebrate your wedding at Transfiguration, 
please contact the Parish Office at least nine months in advance. 

Big-Ticket Capital Improvement Fund 
Amount Collected October 11 $            1,485
Balance in Big-Ticket Savings Account 100,753 

 October 11 Fiscal YTD 

Total Budgeted Collection $        19,000 $       339,000 

Weekend Collection 17,970 330,254 

Surplus/(Deficit) (1,030) (8,746) 

% Above/(Below) Budget  -2.58% 

Long-Term Debt for Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2021 
Amount Collected/Principal Payment $               510 
Balance on Long-Term Debt 4,236,936 
Interest Paid on LT Debt Since 7/1/20 44,129 
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We will support the repeal of the global gag rule (also known  
as the Mexico City Policy) and measures like the Helms 
Amendment, which limit safe access to abortion. We will also 
restore and expand American contributions to the United 82 
Nations Population Fund to help guarantee access to health care 
for women and children around the world. 

Condemnation of abortion was one of the ethical 
distinctions between the early Christians and many of 
their contemporaries, many of whom believed in the 
moral permissibility of “exposure,” which was the 
practice of exposing unwanted infants to the elements 
unto death. This was often seen as a merciful act 
especially warranted when the child was sickly or 
disabled. The early Christian Church rejected this false 
mercy, and she still rejects it now.  

There are many issues about which people of good will 
can disagree, including among people of devout faith. 
Issues such as: how best to assist the poor; how best to 
address economic and educational inequity;  how best to 
protect and preserve our natural world; how best to 
create and support immigration policies that affirm 
human dignity – these are issues that are subject to great 
debate and do not demand one single solution. But 
abortion is not such an issue. Because it is NEVER 
acceptable to deliberately take the life of the innocent, 
even in difficult and challenging situations. A person is a 
person, no matter how small.  

One objection to this point is the claim, made by the 
writer himself in the past, that few candidates line up 
precisely with the Church’s social teachings. And so, the 
argument goes, one can decide to vote for a candidate 
for major public office who does indeed support access 
to abortion, provided that there are other issues worthy 
of consideration and that the candidate is not supported 
by the Catholic PRESCISELY because they support 
abortion. But I think that this approach minimizes the 
grave horror of abortion. In 2017, there were 862,230 
abortions committed in the United States, and according 
to the Guttmacher Institute, a pro-choice think tank, 
18% of all pregnancies ended that year in induced 
abortion (www.guttmacher.org/fact-sheet/induced-
abortion-united-states).  

While this number represents a steady decline in the 
number of abortions committed within our county 
(Praise God!), the numbers are still staggering. And 
consider this - 6 million Jews were killed by the Nazis 
during World War 2.  

According to the aforementioned Guttmacher Institute, 
50 million abortions were committed between 1973 
and 2011. 50 million human beings. And that is in the 
US alone. This is murder on an industrial scale.  

It is of course true that an end to legal abortion is only 
part of the solution. We need to change hearts and to 
create a truly pro-life culture through individual lives of 
compassion and love. Pro-choice advocates often claim 
that many pro-lifers are simply pro-birth, and work little 
to support the working poor or to alleviate those 
conditions that often make abortion seem to be the 
only option. As a people who claim to be pro-life, we 
have to do better to protect unborn children AND 
support moms and dads in challenging situations, and 
to demand of our law makers policies that truly help 
those most in need.  

But these objections do not obscure the fact that 
abortion is the active murder of a human being and, 
because of its widespread practice, it is without 
question the single most important policy issue of our 
day. It is a human rights issue of the most basic and 
fundamental sort.  

As long as the legal rights of unborn human beings are 
wholly dependent on whether or not that child is wanted 
by his or her parents, our nation will never fulfill her 
charter as a place where life is an inalienable right. As a 
nation, we once accepted as the law of the land the Dred 
Scott decision of the Supreme Court. We rightly see that 
decision now as a national embarrassment. It is my 
fervent prayer that one day as a nation we will view  
“Roe v. Wade” in the same way. I think that the Catholic 
citizen is bound to see it as such now.   

I won’t tell you who to vote for on November 3.  
But I will say that 
voting is a moral act, 
and one must 
consider how our 
votes will be viewed 
in the light on the day 
of our own final 
judgment. And so let 
us pray for each other on election day, and for our 
nation, and for her leaders, and for her unborn – the 
most defenseless among us.  

In Christ, the Transfigured and Transfiguring One, 

Fr. Erickson  



We are committed to providing many opportunities for as many people as possible to encounter the Lord through 
programs and offerings that are accessible, friendly, and convenient.  

Monday, October 19 
8:00 a.m. – Mass 
5:30-6:00 p.m. – Confessions* 
6:00-7:30 p.m. – GriefShare 
7:00-8:00 p.m – AA Meeting 

Tuesday, October 20 
8:00 a.m. – Mass  
Noon-12:30 p.m. – Confessions*   
Noon-1:00 p.m. – Church Open for 

Prayer** 
5:00 p.m. – Mass 

Wednesday, October 21 
8:00 a.m. – Mass 
7:00-8:30 p.m. – Women’s Night 

Thursday, October 22 
8:00 a.m. – Mass  
Noon-12:30 p.m. – Confessions*   
Noon-1:00 p.m. – Church Open for 

Prayer** 

Friday, October 23 
8:00 a.m. – Mass  

Saturday, October 24 
7:00-7:30 a.m. – Young Adult Men’s Group 
7:30-8:00 a.m. – Adult Men’s Group 
8:00 a.m. – Mass, live-streamed only 
      (no congregation) 

Sunday, October 25 - 30th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

7:30-7:55 a.m. – Confessions* 
8:30 a.m. – Holy Mass 
10:30 a.m. – Holy Mass �  
6:00 p.m. – Holy Mass 
� Distribution of Holy Communion following  

10:30 a.m. Mass. Parishioners and visitors who 
cannot attend Mass inside and are present to 
listen to Mass (on car radio, 89.1 FM, or 
through Facebook on your smartphone) in the 
parking lot may receive Holy Communion in 
front of the school entrance; please wait for a 
signal from staff before you leave your vehicles.  

* Confessions will be offered Sundays  
7:30-7:55 a.m., Mondays 5:30-6:00 p.m., and 
Tuesday & Thursdays noon-12:30 p.m.  
Please ring the door buzzer to be admitted. 

** On Tuesdays and Thursdays for confession 
and private prayer, please ring the door buzzer 
to be admitted.  

All times subject to change.  
Please check our parish website  

daily for time changes.  

4 

 
Do you need a ladies’ night out?  
On Wednesday, October 21, at 
7:00 p.m., all ladies are invited to 
the church for a talk by Fr. Lynch 
“So, to which god will you be 
joining yourself today? Catholic 
Concerns about Yoga.”   

The night will begin with time for 
adoration and confession, followed by the talk from Fr. Lynch. After the 
talk by Fr. Lynch, there will be some time for socializing. All MDH 
guidelines will be followed. 

Embark on a guided tour of the “Holy of 
Holies” of Biblical theology. The book of 
Hebrews is like a little Catechism. It is steeped 
in rich truths that are foundational to our 
Catholic Faith, but its highly refined 
theological concepts can be difficult for even 
the most seasoned Bible scholars to unpack. 

Presented by Andrew Swafford and Jeff Cavins, Hebrews: The New and 
Eternal Covenant draws out the riches of this sublime book in a way that 
makes them easier to understand. It draws connections between the Old 
and New Testaments, the Liturgy, the Eucharist, the priesthood, and so 
much more. Most importantly, Hebrews will help Catholics appreciate the 
astounding generosity of God as they see the wonders He has given us in 
the Church. 

When: Every other Saturday morning, beginning November 7, at  
7:00 a.m. To register, contact Justin Kortuem. 

There is no salvation through anyone else, nor is there any  
other name under heaven given to the human race by  

which we are to be saved. - Acts 4:12 

What does it mean to say that Jesus Christ is the Messiah of all people?  
Can non-Christians go to heaven? Does it really matter to God whether or 
not you are a Catholic? What are the missionary implications of the 
Gospel, and how seriously must we take the call to make the name of Jesus 
Christ known and loved by all people? 

On Wednesday, October 28, at 7:00 p.m., join Fathers Erickson and 
Lynch in the main body of the Church for an engaging presentation on 
what the Church actually teaches about the necessity of faith in Jesus 
Christ, and how this foundational proclamation of the Gospel must inspire 
every Christian to be missionaries. There is no fee, and the presentation 
will be livestreamed. We will conclude no later than 8:00 p.m.  
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We recognize that it is the Sunday Mass that is the true source and summit of our life and faith, and we are committed 
to providing transcendent and transfiguring worship that also builds up our community as one. 

On October 11, during the 10:30 a.m. Sunday Mass, nineteen 
men from our archdiocese were admitted into candidacy for 
the diaconate; this “Rite of Admission to Candidacy for Holy 
Orders” was the first formal “calling forth.”  Though all the 
baptized are baptized into the prophetic, priestly, and kingly 
offices of Jesus, those who are ordained are called forth by the 
Holy Spirit through the Church to participate in Jesus’ three-
fold office in a singular way:  they stand in persona Christi, that is, 
in the very person of the Bridegroom Jesus who gives his life in 
service of his Bride the Church. Ordination of men as deacons 
or priests conforms them sacramentally to Jesus Christ himself. 
Those nineteen men (including parishioner Chris Vance), have 
completed initial discernment and formation, and are now 
officially candidates for ordination to the diaconate. 
Accompanied by our continued prayers and sacrifices, they 
now embark on several years of further formation for Holy Orders. Thanks be to God! 

Wayne Scott Bellefeuille 
Robert Edward Burns 
Kevin Donald Conneely 
John Martin Fischer 
Patrick Lee Kirsch 
Kou Ly 
Michael Thomas McGinty 

David Andrew Mead, Jr. 
Daniel John Murphy 
Francis Michael Pavlick 
Wilfred Arnold Pitts 
Kevin Pregler 
Bruce Arnold Richards 
Christopher James Richards 

John Robert Rogers 
Gregory Jay Schultz 
Patrick George Spencer 
Thomas Gregory Utecht 
Christopher Jerome Vance 

Masses will be offered for  
each of these intentions.  

Sunday, October 18 
The People Of Transfiguration 
Trinidad Espinosa † 
Ron White † 

Monday, October 19 
Gina Palmer 

Tuesday, October 20 
Dorothea Kaiser † 
Deceased Members of 

Transfiguration 
Wednesday, October 21 

Anita Oie &  Family            
Thursday, October 22 

Harriet Schepers † 
Friday, October 23 

Miriam Espinosa † 
Saturday, October 24 

Beatriz Mangaliman † 
John & Ann Frascone † 

Sunday, October  25 
Darrel Praska † 
Dante Paguyo † 
The People of Transfiguration 
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We are committed to being a truly “pro-family” culture, a culture that recognizes parents’ primary role in the education 
of their children, encourages and promotes a radical openness to life, and strives to support families in their efforts to 
be holy and to form their beloved children into saints.  

On October 11, the Feast of the Holy Rosary, Transfiguration hosted the Annual Archdiocesan Children’s Rosary 
Pilgrimage. In past years, this event has been held at the Cathedral, and Catholic school students from around the 
diocese would be in attendance. Due to the current restrictions, this virtual Rosary pilgrimage was live-streamed for all 
schools and families. The video is available on our YouTube Channel: www.youtube.com/watch?v=6LRzxXYJ2oc 

Starting this fall, parishioners will have 
the opportunity to take classes through 
the online Franciscan University 
program while working alongside a 
mentor. “The cornerstone of the 
Institute’s work is our online library of 
video-based catechetical workshops. 
Designed to complement and 
supplement diocesan formation and 
continuing education programs already 
in place, the Catechetical Institute’s 
online programming makes the best of 
Franciscan University available to 
dioceses everywhere” (Franciscan 
University). This program will be offered 
free of charge to our parishioners. 

This year we are pleased to offer 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
(CGS) for our second grade Faith 
Formation students who are preparing 
for First Reconciliation and First Holy 
Communion. CGS beautifully brings 
the children into close and loving 
relationships with Jesus, their Good 
Shepherd, through the presentations 
and meditations in the atriums. On the 
first Saturday of each month, CGS is held during the time Family 
Formation families are meeting in the church; for the remainder of the 
month, CGS meets on Sundays from 9:30-10:30 a.m., between Masses.  
If you son or daughter is preparing for First Reconciliation and First Holy 
Communion, it is not too late to register them for CGS.  

For registration and the calendar please visit: 
www.transfigurationmn.org/article.cfm?ID=763  



Follow us @  
facebook.com/
Transfigurationmn 

Join the conversation 
@ Twitter.com/ 
TransfigParish 

Listen to past homilies and watch 
other videos by going to 
Transfigurationmn.org/YouTube 

See what’s going on 
@ Instagram.com/
Transfig39 

On Saturday, October 10, Transfiguration Catholic School held its 
annual Walk-a-thon with the theme “Rock the Walk!” Because of 
COVID guidelines, this year’s walk looked a little different from 
previous years, with masks encouraged and with 
grades divided into time slots to meet distancing 
guidelines. This year, the students met their goal by 
raising $26,983!  

THANK YOU to all of those who participated in 
or contributed toward this year’s event. Donations 
are still being accepted at the school office.  
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Helping You Review 
Your Best Options

 Buying or Selling Real Estate

          FREE Market Analysis

    40+ Years of Real Estate Experience

Call Ken Frank 651-731-8899 
Email Ken at kfrank@kw.com

PREMIER REALTY

Newest & Most Affordable Funeral Home in the Area!

 Michael O’Halloran - Owner

          Cremation • Funeral Services • Life Celebrations

651-702-0301   www.ohalloranmurphy.com

DITTRICH LAW FIRM P.A.
GREGORY D. DITTRICH 

Parishioner
Family Law & Wills 

www.dittrichlawoffice.com 
Conveniently located at I-94 & Radio Dr.

651-730-6223          Free 1/2 Hr. Initial Consultation

Specializing in Weddings & Special Occasions 

 
 
 

Chris Sarrack Exceptional Service 
2305 Stillwater Road 651-739-7959

Bank Local. Bank Premier.
Maplewood

651.777.7700
Woodbury

651.578.6998

Roseville 
651.633.8880

White Bear Lake
651.426.7800

www.premierbanks.com

Assisted living memory care 
OPENING SPRING 2020

(651) 793-2100 
CerenitySeniorCare.com

Assisted living  
memory care

OPENING SPRING 2020

(651) 793-2100
CerenitySeniorCare.com

Contact Tom Maakestad to place an ad today!
tmaakestad@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5858



WULFF 
Funeral Home

 
Susan Montpetit, Manager

651-776-1555
1485 White Bear Ave. St. Paul

Cremation Services • Advance Planning
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Gormans
Family Restaurant

Since 1980

3 Miles E. of 694 on County Rd. 14, Lake Elmo, MN

651-770-2476
Hours: M-Sat 6am-8pm • Sun 7am-3pm 

Breakfast Served Anytime!

Relevant Radio 1330 AM 
“Catholic Radio–bridging the gap between faith & everyday life”

www.catholicscomehome.org
Together We Can End Abortion

Ed & Kathy Gorman, Parishioners

FREE ESTIMATE 
FINANCING

 

Rob Langer, Parishioner 

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION
651-429-0001 • www.srheatingcooling.com

HEATING • COOLING

PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF SERVICE ORDER. 
NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR DISCOUNT.

$10000 OFF 
Installation of Furnace or  

Air Conditioner - OR - 
$25000 OFF 

for Installation of BOTH

$2000 OFF 
WORK 

PERFORMED

SANDBERG 
FUNERAL & 

CREMATION SERVICES
651-777-2600 

sandbergfuneralhome.com
Family Owned & Operated Since 1942

State Farm®

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Amy Brown Ins Agency Inc
Amy Brown CLU CPCU, Agent
1513 Geneva Avenue N
Oakdale, MN 55128-4219
Bus 651.735.4193  Fax 651.735.7673
www.amybrown.us • amy@amybrown.us

The greatest compliment you can give is a referral.

www.FurlongsLiquor.com 

Hwy 36 & Century

779-7757

Voted Best Liquor Store 
Best Wine Selection 

Best Service Past 21 Years

Party Planning and delivery 

Open Late Night 8-10pm 
Monday - Saturday

SUN       RAY  
PLUMBING & HEATING INC

Residential • Commercial
 FOUR GENERATIONS STRONG

651-779-6823
GLENN ROESKE STEVE ROESKE

www.sunrayplumbing.com

Your search for a self 
storage facility is over!

Full Breakfast Menu
Every Sunday 10am-Noon

651-714-2035 • www.ray-js.com
9854 Norma Lane (Woodbury Dr & I-94)

Open 7 days a week

NOW HIRING 
SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS!

Apply Online at: 
FirstGroupCareers.com

Shayne Hall 
Realtor, MN & WI

(651) 335-6607
www.HomesByShayne.com

Michael Justen, Master Plumber

651-605-5025    
www.justenplumbing.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

Providing Free, Safe Housing For 
Homeless Pregnant Women.

We are seeking volunteers to help with gardening/yard 
work at our St. Paul home. Please contact us to learn more.

www.PhilomenaHouse.org  |  651•373•1205

Contact Tom Maakestad to place an ad today!
tmaakestad@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5858

651-776-2328
891 White Bear Ave St. Paul

www.optionsforwomeneast.com


