
  

Transfiguration exists  
to lead all those in the  
East Metro to Christ,  

the Source and Summit of  
our daily and eternal lives.  

6133 15th Street North 
Oakdale, MN 55128 

Monday-Thursday:  
 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Friday:  8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
Phone: 651-738-2646 
After-hours Emergency: 
 651-501-2250 
mpraska@transfigurationmn.org 
bulletin@transfigurationmn.org  

 Office:  651-501-2220 
Attendance Line: 651-501-2255 

tiger@transfigurationmn.org 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear Friends, 

This past week the Universal Church 
commemorated the World Day of Consecrated Life. 
While the actual day is celebrated on February 2, 
also the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord, the 
Church also encourages pastors and parishes to use 
the weekend of February 6 and 7 to remember the 
many men and women who have given themselves 

completely to the Lord. In our own parish, we are proud of the “yes” 
offered by Rebekah Pierre, daughter of long-time and dedicated 
parishioners Ralph and Lynn. Rebekah, whose religious name is Sister 
Margaret Joy, is a professed sister in the New Ulm-based religious 
community, “The Handmaids of the Heart of Jesus.” Please pray for 
Sister Margaret Joy as she continues to prepare for her final vows.  

It’s my belief that one of the unintended consequences of the Second 
Vatican Council’s clarion call of “The Universal Call to Holiness” was a 
lessening of the emphasis on the special and sacred character of the 
religious vocation. After all, if every Christian is called to be a saint, 
what’s so special about the nun or the brother? Why sacrifice the great 
goods of family life, self-rule, and material peace for a sanctity that is the 
duty of every single believer? To be a Christian social worker, a Christian 
teacher, or a Christian nurse does not require religious vows. And yet the 
Christian social worker, the teacher or the nurse is still called to love God 
with their whole heart and soul. So…why become a nun? 

 Saturday: 4:00 p.m. 
 Sunday: 8:30 a.m.  
  10:30 a.m.  
  6:00 p.m. 

Monday-Saturday:  8:00 a.m. 
Be sure to check the weekly  
calendar for holiday changes. 



PASTOR 
 Fr. John Paul Erickson 651-738-2646 
 frerickson@transfigurationmn.org  

ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
 Fr. Brian Lynch 651-738-2646 
 frlynch@transfigurationmn.org 

DEACON 
 Deacon Dan Brewer  651-738-2646 
 dbrewer@transfigurationmn.org 

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 
 Erin Ethier  651-501-2209 
 eethier@transfigurationmn.org 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT COORDINATOR /  
PARISH SECRETARY 
 Martha Praska  651-738-2646 
 mpraska@transfigurationmn.org 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
 Kathy Weed 651-738-2646 
 kweed@transfigurationmn.org 

FINANCE ASSISTANT & TADS 
 Kim Connolly  651-501-2208 
 kconnolly@transfigurationmn.org 

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
 Andy Jacobson  651-501-2216 
 principal@transfigurationmn.org 

DIRECTOR OF SACRED MUSIC 
 Mary Demko  651-501-2224 
 mdemko@transfigurationmn.org 

LITURGY COORDINATOR 
 Shantel Schallenkamp 651-501-2206 
 sschallenkamp@transfigurationmn.org 

DIRECTOR OF PARISH FORMATION 
 Justin Kortuem 651-501-2207 
 jkortuem@transfigurationmn.org 

CONFIRMATION COORDINATOR 
 Justin Shay 651-501-2219 
  jshay@transfigurationmn.org 

PARISH LIFE & YOUTH FORMATION 
COORDINATOR 
 Melissa Phinney 651-501-2202 
 mphinney@transfigurationmn.org 

COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR  
 Michelle Jwanouskos    
 bulletin@transfigurationmn.org 

MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR   
 Phil Stoffel 651-501-2245 
 pstoffel@transfigurationmn.org 

AFTER HOURS PASTORAL  
EMERGENCY NUMBER:  651-501-2250  

VICTIM/SURVIVOR SITE & HOTLINE   
 safe-environment.archspm.org 651-291-4475 

If you have a child needing to be baptized or if you are expecting  
a child soon, please call the parish office at 651-738-2646 to make 
arrangements for an individual Baptism class.  

If you would like to celebrate your wedding at Transfiguration, please 
contact the Parish Office at least nine months in advance. 

Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Patrick and Kari (Colucci) Schoen, 
who were married at Transfiguration on February 6. May God bless your 
new life as husband and wife!  

Interested in becoming Catholic? We invite anyone who has questions 
about the Faith, or who may be interested in becoming Catholic, to 
contact our parish office at 651-738-2646. 

A Mass of Christian burial was held on February 1 for Mark Roger Pohl. 
Please keep Mark and his family in your prayers. 

A Mass of Christian burial was held on February 2 for Richard "Dick" 
Reitzel. Please keep Richard and his family in your prayers.  

May the souls of the faithful departed,  
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  
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Big-Ticket Capital Improvement Fund 
Big Ticket Balance as of December 31, 2020 $      127,784

Amount Collected January 2021 6,576 
Heating and Air Project completed (120,921) 
Balance in Big-Ticket Savings Account $        13,439 

Weekend Collection Totals: Amount Collected Budget 
July through December 2020 $        663,499 $      674,000 

January 2021 95,931 109,000 

Fiscal Year Total as of 1/17/2021 759,430 783,000 

Surplus/(Deficit)  (23,570) 

Percent above(below) budget  -3.01% 

Long-Term Debt for Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2021 
Principal payments July through December 2020 $      136,416

Balance on Long-Term Debt as of December 31, 2020 4,137,368

Principal payments through January 31, 2021 13,501

Balance on Long-Term Debt as of January 31, 2021 4,123,867

Interest Paid on Long-Term Debt since July 1, 2020 101,917



(continued from page 1)
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”Lord, how good it is for us to be here!” 
(M !!"#$ 17:4)4) 

The short answer is found in the word “vocation.” God calls 
some special souls to follow Him in a radical way so as to be a 
sign for the rest of our world, a sign that points to the world 
yet to come. Concurrent 
with the universal call to 
holiness lies a perennial 
truth: the consecrated life 
is a life that is objectively 
“higher” than other calls, 
not because of the sanctity 
of the one who has been 
called, but because of the 
similitude of the life to 
which they are called to the 
life of heaven. In heaven, 
we will all be obedient to 
Father God, listening 
forever to every word He 
speaks. In heaven, we will 
all be poor, in the sense 
that we will recognize that 
EVERYTHING that was good in our lives were gifts, given to 
us by the Spirit of the Father. In heaven, we will all be chaste, 
clinging to the great lover of the human heart, Jesus Christ, 
Who alone makes our lives spiritually fruitful. The religious, 
male or female, is a living sign of the universal call to heaven. 
They are reminders to us all. And we need them. Now more 
than ever.    

I remain convinced that Rebekah Pierre is not the only 
Transfiguration parishioner who has been called to follow God 
unreservedly as a consecrated religious. I believe that within 
our school hallways are found young men and women whom 
God is inviting to follow Him in the way of radical love. And I 
think that many of our young people not in our school are also 
called to this way of discipleship. But they must be encouraged 
and spiritually supported.    

Please join me in praying for vocations to religious life, and 
specifically vocations from this parish. May God raise up signs 
for us to see – living signs of the One Who has surrendered all 
for our salvation. And to those young people who may be 
hearing the call of God to “sell everything that you have, and 
follow me,” I say with full throat – Do not be afraid!  Jesus 
knocks upon the door of your heart – and the world, waiting 
for a sign of where we are to go, waits for your “yes.”  
Surrender!             

In Christ, the Transfigured and Transfiguring One, 

Fr. Erickson  

Monday, February 8 
8:00 a.m. – Mass 
5:30-6:00 p.m. – Confessions* 
6:30-8:00 p.m. – WWP Bible Study 
7:00-8:00 p.m. – AA Meeting 

Tuesday, February 9 
8:00 a.m. – Mass 
Noon-12:30 p.m. – Confessions* 
Noon-1:00 p.m. – Private Prayer/Adoration 
5:00 p.m. – Mass 
6:30-8:00 p.m. – WWP Bible Study 

Wednesday, February 10 
8:00 a.m. – Mass 
9:00-10:30 a.m. – WWP Bible Study 
1:00-2:30 p.m. – WWP Bible Study 
8:00-10:00 p.m. – Men’s Basketball 

Thursday, February 11 
8:00 a.m. – Mass  
Noon-12:30 p.m. – Confessions*  
Noon-1:00 p.m. – Private Prayer/Adoration 
7:00-8:00 p.m. – AA Meeting 

Friday, February 12 
8:00 a.m. – Mass 

Saturday, February 13 
7:00-8:00 a.m. – Young Adult Men’s Group 

(virtual) 
7:30-8:30 a.m. – Adult Men’s Group 
8:00 a.m. – Mass 
4:00 p.m. – Vigil Mass 

Sunday, February 14 
7:30-7:55 a.m. – Confessions* 
8:30 a.m. – Holy Mass 
9:30 a.m. – CGS-2nd grade (non-school) 
10:30 a.m. – Holy Mass (incense) 
6:00 p.m. – Holy Mass 

*  Except when noted, confessions will be offered: 
� Sundays 7:30-7:55 a.m. 
� Mondays 5:30-6:00 p.m. 
� Tuesdays & Thursdays noon-12:30 p.m. 

All times subject to change.  
Please check our parish website  

daily for time changes.  

La Signora by Giuseppe Molteni 



BERNADETTE 
Millions of people each year go 
on pilgrimage to Lourdes, a 
place where miracles frequently 
occur. Explore the origins of 
this miraculous place of 
encounter with the Lord in this 
movie depicting Mary's 
apparitions to St. Bernadette.  

To set up your free account,  
visit formed.org/signup and select our parish. 

“ 

We are committed to providing many opportunities for as many people as possible to encounter the Lord through 
programs and offerings that are accessible, friendly, and convenient.  

4 

Every Tuesday and Thursday from noon 
until 1:00 p.m., the church is open for 
private prayer. During this time, the Blessed 
Sacrament will be available for adoration.  

Please consider spending a quiet hour with 
Jesus! (Confessions are also offered from 
noon to 12:30 p.m. on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays during the time for prayer and 
adoration.) 

 
All women are invited (and asked to bring a 
friend!) on Wednesday, February 10 at  
7:00 p.m., for a night beginning with adoration 
and confession, followed by a short talk by  
Fr. Brian Lynch.  
The topic of the talk 
is “Preparing for 
Lent,” and the talk 
will be live streamed.  

Reminder: due to 
current restrictions, 
we are unable to 
offer a time to 
socialize afterwards.  

I have truly been blessed by our Varsity Men’s Bible studies. I have 
learned from each man something about the study topic as they share 
their own perspectives. It is a great gift to have a group of like-
minded Catholic men to rely upon and to share confidentiality, my 
thoughts, struggles and concerns about my life and faith. It has been 
great to get to know each of these men better in such a relaxed and 
safe environment. It is reassuring to me each day that I have godly 
men praying with me and for me and my family. I am not alone in 
my walk with the Lord!   

~ Greg D. 

Our Lenten parish reconciliation will be held on 
Saturday, February 27, from 1:00-3:00 p.m. 
Five priests will be hearing confessions; please 
plan to use this grace-filled opportunity during 
the holy season of Lent. 
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We recognize that the Sunday Mass is the true source and summit of our liturgical life in the Church, and we are 
committed to providing transcendent and transfiguring worship that also builds up our community as one. 

We are excited to announce that Bishop 
Cozzens will be coming to Transfiguration on 
Thursday, May 6, to celebrate the sacrament 
of Confirmation for our 8th graders.  

Please pray for our 
wonderful Confirmation 
candidates this spring as 
they continue their 
preparation for the 
sacrament.  

Please join us on Fridays during Lent at 7:00 p.m. in the main church 
for Stations of the Cross. Meditating upon the Way of the Cross is a 
traditional way in which Catholics enter more fully into the Passion of 
Our Lord.  

Masses will be offered for  
each of these intentions.  

Sunday, February 7 
Albert & Caroline Eberhard † 
Donna Flanagan † 
The People of Transfiguration 

Monday, February 8 
John & Ann Frascone † 

Tuesday, February 9 
Art Sousa † 
Benjamin Spencer 

Wednesday, February 10 
Donald Fleischhaker † 

Thursday, February 11 
Dick, Sue and Kathy Smith 

Friday, February 12 
Don Leedy † 

Saturday, February 13 
Ricardo Estrada † 
George & Bernice Strub † 

Sunday, February 14 
Gary Pellegram † 
Poor Souls in Purgatory 
The People of Transfiguration 

On Saturday, February 20, our second graders will be attending a 
retreat to help prepare them for their first reconciliation. At the 
end of the retreat, they will be making their first confession.  

In April, these students will be making their First Holy 
Communion. Please continue to pray for our young people as they 
prepare for these important sacraments. 
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We are committed to being a truly “pro-family” culture, a culture that recognizes parents’ primary role in the education 
of their children, encourages and promotes a radical openness to life, and strives to support families in their efforts to 
be holy and to form their beloved children into saints.  

This is the last weekend of collections for the Baby Bottle drive benefiting 
Options for Women East! If you would like to make a donation, there are 
envelopes available in the gathering space; or, if you would prefer, you may 
make a direct online donation at www.ofwepartners.com/donate. All 
donations, whether they are baby bottles filled with cash and change or 
donations in the envelopes provided, are due by Sunday, February 7.  

Thank you for donating to this important work of saving the lives of preborn 
children. Thank you for your generous support for OFWE and for families 
who are working hard to provide a welcome for their precious children. 

All are invited, especially the sick, 
caregivers, chaplains & health 
workers, to attend Mass 
celebrated by Archbishop Hebda 
via livestream, on Saturday, 
February 13 at 10:00 a.m.  

Pope St. John Paul II established 
the World Day of the Sick in 1992 
on the feast day of Our Lady of 
Lourdes.  

This year, via livestream from  
St. Agnes Parish, we will especially 
pray for healthcare workers and 
for all those affected by the 
current pandemic.  

If you have questions, please 
email curatioevent@gmail.com.  

Join us via livestream: 
CuratioApostolate.com/WD2021 



Follow us @  
facebook.com/
Transfigurationmn 

Join the conversation 
@ Twitter.com/ 
TransfigParish 

Listen to past homilies and watch 
other videos by going to 
Transfigurationmn.org/YouTube 

See what’s going on 
@ Instagram.com/
Transfig39 

Recently our middle school students had the opportunity to compete in the school science 
fair, an annual event since 1991. In past years, a volunteer panel of judges was invited into 
the school to view the science projects and visit with the students about their projects; 
younger students also had the chance to see the displays and ask questions.  

Not wanting the current restrictions from stopping this year’s science fair, Transfiguration 
middle school science teacher Ms. Connie Weingartz made modifications to still allow the 
volunteer panel to view and evaluate the projects. Students used their iPads to talk about 
their entries with the judges via Zoom, and the younger students still had the opportunity to 
view the projects. This years’ winners are: 

 

 

 

The winners will progress to the MN Regional Science Fair 
and to the CSCOE (Catholic School Center of Excellence)  
Big Bang Fair. Congratulations to our winners! 

“Test everything; retain what is good.” (1 Thessalonians 5:21)  

6th Grade: 
1st – Liam M 
2nd – Henry A 
3rd – Jack L 

7th Grade: 
1st – Kayleigh S 
2nd – Frankie C 
3rd – Summer N 

8th Grade: 
1st – Conor M 
2nd – Jack K 
3rd – Tristan L 
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Helping You Review 
Your Best Options

 Buying or Selling Real Estate

          FREE Market Analysis

    40+ Years of Real Estate Experience

Call Ken Frank 651-731-8899 
Email Ken at kfrank@kw.com

PREMIER REALTY

Newest & Most Affordable Funeral Home in the Area!

 Michael O’Halloran - Owner

          Cremation • Funeral Services • Life Celebrations

651-702-0301   www.ohalloranmurphy.com

DITTRICH LAW FIRM P.A.
GREGORY D. DITTRICH 

Parishioner
Family Law & Wills 

www.dittrichlawoffice.com 
Conveniently located at I-94 & Radio Dr.

651-730-6223          Free 1/2 Hr. Initial Consultation

Bank Local. Bank Premier.
Maplewood

651.777.7700
Woodbury

651.578.6998

Roseville 
651.633.8880

White Bear Lake
651.426.7800

www.premierbanks.com

Contact Tom Maakestad to place an ad today!
tmaakestad@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5858

Assisted living memory care
NOW OPEN

(651) 855-0909 | CerenitySeniorCare.com



WULFF 
Funeral Home

 
Susan Montpetit, Manager

651-776-1555
1485 White Bear Ave. St. Paul

Cremation Services • Advance Planning
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Gormans
Family Restaurant

Since 1980

3 Miles E. of 694 on County Rd. 14, Lake Elmo, MN

651-770-2476
Hours: M-Sat 6am-8pm • Sun 7am-3pm 

Breakfast Served Anytime!

Relevant Radio 1330 AM 
“Catholic Radio–bridging the gap between faith & everyday life”

www.catholicscomehome.org
Together We Can End Abortion

Ed & Kathy Gorman, Parishioners

FREE ESTIMATE 
FINANCING

 

Rob Langer, Parishioner 

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION
651-429-0001 • www.srheatingcooling.com

HEATING • COOLING

PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF SERVICE ORDER. 
NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR DISCOUNT.

$10000 OFF 
Installation of Furnace or  

Air Conditioner - OR - 
$25000 OFF 

for Installation of BOTH

$2000 OFF 
WORK 

PERFORMED

State Farm®

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Amy Brown Ins Agency Inc
Amy Brown CLU CPCU, Agent
1513 Geneva Avenue N
Oakdale, MN 55128-4219
Bus 651.735.4193  Fax 651.735.7673
www.amybrown.us • amy@amybrown.us

The greatest compliment you can give is a referral.

www.FurlongsLiquor.com 

Hwy 36 & Century

779-7757

Voted Best Liquor Store 
Best Wine Selection 

Best Service Past 21 Years

Party Planning and delivery 

Open Late Night 8-10pm 
Monday - Saturday

SUN       RAY  
PLUMBING & HEATING INC

Residential • Commercial
 FOUR GENERATIONS STRONG

651-779-6823
GLENN ROESKE STEVE ROESKE

www.sunrayplumbing.com

Your search for a self 
storage facility is over!

NOW HIRING 
SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS!

Apply Online at: 
FirstGroupCareers.com

Shayne Hall 
Realtor, MN & WI

(651) 335-6607
www.HomesByShayne.com

Michael Justen, Master Plumber

651-605-5025    
www.justenplumbing.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

Contact Tom Maakestad to place an ad today!
tmaakestad@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5858

651-776-2328
891 White Bear Ave St. Paul

www.optionsforwomeneast.com

Housing for homeless pregnant women.
Volunteers needed.

651•373•1205
PhilomenaHouse.org


