
  

Transfiguration exists  
to lead all those in the  
East Metro to Christ,  

the Source and Summit of  
our daily and eternal lives.  

6133 15th Street North 
Oakdale, MN 55128 

Monday-Thursday:  
 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Friday:  8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
Phone: 651-738-2646 
After-hours Emergency: 
 651-501-2250 
mpraska@transfigurationmn.org 
bulletin@transfigurationmn.org  

 Office:  651-501-2220 
Attendance Line: 651-501-2255 

tiger@transfigurationmn.org 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear Friends, 

Why do we at Transfiguration think that it is so 
important to bring Christ to all in the East Metro?  
Why not wait for them to come to us? If they want what 
we have, they will come to us, right? After all, religion is 
a private matter, and proselytizing is hardly the thing to 
do in this era of tolerance and diversity. Right?   

Of course, it’s not right!  Jesus Christ is the Messiah of all people, and once we 
have met Him it is our duty, and our delight, to invite as many as we can into a 
relationship with Him. What is more, He wants to use us as His hands and 
feet to touch the world and to continue to be present to the world through us. 
It is an awesome charge, but one given to every Christian.  

But there is another side to our missionary mandate, and it’s one that is as true 
as ever, despite the fact that we don’t hear about it as much as we should. It is 
not an easy topic to speak about or to preach, because it is an uncomfortable 
point – without the sacraments of the Catholic Church, there is a great chance 
that individuals may lose God forever. And if we have not done what we can 
to preach a living faith to them, we may bear at least some responsibility for 
their eternal damnation.  

Do I have your attention??? 

Now, to be clear, no one can definitively say that any one in particular is in 
hell. God’s mercy is infinite, and the fundamental image of the Father given to 
us by Christ is of One Who loves us unto death.  

 Saturday: 4:00 p.m. 
 Sunday: 8:30 a.m.  
  10:30 a.m.  
  6:00 p.m. 

Monday-Saturday:  8:00 a.m. 
Be sure to check the weekly  
calendar for holiday changes. 
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PASTOR 
 Fr. John Paul Erickson 651-738-2646 
 frerickson@transfigurationmn.org  

ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
 Fr. Brian Lynch 651-738-2646 
 frlynch@transfigurationmn.org 

DEACON 
 Deacon Dan Brewer  651-738-2646 
 dbrewer@transfigurationmn.org 

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 
 Erin Ethier  651-501-2209 
 eethier@transfigurationmn.org 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT COORDINATOR /  
PARISH SECRETARY 
 Martha Praska  651-738-2646 
 mpraska@transfigurationmn.org 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
 Kathy Weed 651-738-2646 
 kweed@transfigurationmn.org 

FINANCE ASSISTANT & TADS 
 Kim Connolly  651-501-2208 
 kconnolly@transfigurationmn.org 

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
 Andy Jacobson  651-501-2216 
 principal@transfigurationmn.org 

DIRECTOR OF SACRED MUSIC 
 Mary Demko  651-501-2224 
 mdemko@transfigurationmn.org 

LITURGY COORDINATOR 
 Shantel Schallenkamp 651-501-2206 
 sschallenkamp@transfigurationmn.org 

DIRECTOR OF PARISH FORMATION 
 Justin Kortuem 651-501-2207 
 jkortuem@transfigurationmn.org 

CONFIRMATION COORDINATOR 
 Justin Shay 651-501-2219 
  jshay@transfigurationmn.org 

PARISH LIFE & YOUTH FORMATION 
COORDINATOR 
 Melissa Phinney 651-501-2202 
 mphinney@transfigurationmn.org 

COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR  
 Michelle Jwanouskos    
 bulletin@transfigurationmn.org 

MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR   
 Phil Stoffel 651-501-2245 
 pstoffel@transfigurationmn.org 

AFTER HOURS PASTORAL  
EMERGENCY NUMBER:  651-501-2250  

VICTIM/SURVIVOR SITE & HOTLINE   
 safe-environment.archspm.org 651-291-4475 

If you have a child needing to be baptized or if you are expecting  
a child soon, please call the parish office at 651-738-2646 to make 
arrangements for an individual Baptism class.  

If you would like to celebrate your wedding at Transfiguration, 
please contact the Parish Office at least nine months in advance. 

Interested in becoming Catholic? We invite anyone who has 
questions about the Faith, or who may be interested in becoming 
Catholic, to contact our parish office at 651-738-2646. 

A Mass of Christian Burial was held on January 28 for Richard 
(Richie) Lowell Vanderhoff. Please remember Richard and his 
family in your prayers. 

A Mass of Christian Burial for David M. Jensen was held on 
Monday, February 8. Please keep David and his family in your 
prayers.  

Parishioner Imo Cora Feller died and was buried this past week. 
Please keep Cora and her family in your prayers.  
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Big-Ticket Capital Improvement Fund 
Big Ticket Balance as of January 31, 2021 $        13,439 

Amount Collected February 2021 2,623 
Balance in Big-Ticket Savings Account $        16,062 

Weekend Collection Totals: Amount Collected Budget 
July through January 2021 $        759,430 $      783,000 

February 2021 31,014 29,000 

Fiscal Year Total as of 2/07/2021 790,444 812,000 

Surplus/(Deficit)  (21,556) 

Percent above(below) budget  -2.65% 

Long-Term Debt for Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2021 
Principal payments July through December 2020 $      136,416 

Balance on Long-Term Debt as of December 31, 2020 4,137,368 

Principal payments through January 31, 2021 13,501 

Balance on Long-Term Debt as of January 31, 2021 4,123,867 

Interest Paid on Long-Term Debt since July 1, 2020 101,917 



(continued from page 1)
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”Lord, how good it is for us to be here!” 
(M !!"#$ 17:4)4) 

But Scripture is no place to look for assurances that all human beings will be 
saved, or that heaven is just a given for everyone. This simply isn’t the Gospel, 
and Jesus speaks numerous times about the real danger of hell for those who 
die unrepentant, especially unrepentant of the sins of pride, judgment, avarice 
and apathy towards the poor. The Good Shepherd is no doting hippie. He has 
come to set the world on fire, and His first words are “Repent and believe!”     

Far too often, the Catholic Faith is thought of as something like a health club – 
forgive me if you’ve heard this one. The comparison goes like this: We all 
recognize that exercise is important, and some decide to attend gyms or health 
clubs to achieve the best physical health they can. But they’re not for everyone, 
and many enjoy staying physically fit without the burden of membership fees 
and the awkwardness of disappointed personal trainers. So too, or at least the 
comparison goes, with organized religion. You don’t REALLY need religion or 
church to be good, but if it works for you, have at it!   

But this isn’t an accurate comparison at all. At least it’s not Jesus’ 
understanding… 

He said to them, “Go into the whole world and proclaim the gospel to every creature.  
Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved; whoever does not believe will be condemned.”   

~ Mark 16: 15,16 

Now again, I want to state clearly that the Church, the authentic interpreter of 
Sacred Scripture, has definitively declared that salvation is possible for those 
who die without receiving the actual physical washing of sacramental baptism. 
God is not bound by His sacraments. But this should not cause us to neglect 
the many passages of Scripture, and writings of the saints and declarations of 
Councils, in which the profound need for the sacraments is conveyed and the 
Christian faith’s essential connection to salvation is clearly communicated. The 
Catholic Church is much more than one option among many. It is the primary 
means by which Christ continues to be present on earth among His people, and 
the means through which He continues to save them.    

So, what does this have to do with Transfiguration and our mission statement?  
It of course has everything to do with it, and hopefully will provide greater 
impetus for us all to be missionaries in the East Metro. Souls are at stake, 
without putting too fine a point on it.  

But how to do it?  How best to evangelize?  It doesn’t require much, I would 
suggest. Conversations with those you love about the importance of the 
Catholic Faith in your own life; promises of prayers to those who are suffering, 
and praying with them when you can; living differently than others through 
lives of service and joy and reconciliation; regular sacrifices offered up in love; 
being there for those who need you in a spirit of Christian charity. These are all 
ways to bring Christ to others.   

Throughout this season of Lent, we’ll be reflecting on different ways to better 
fulfill our missionary mandate. I hope these reflections will be helpful to you as 
you strive to make our parish’s mission your own. Because it’s not just about 
you; it’s about all those who do not yet know Christ, and are in danger of never 
knowing Him Who alone can save them from their sins and eternal death.  

This is our mission, our duty and our privilege – to bring all those in the East 
Metro to Christ, the Source and Summit of our daily and eternal lives.  

In Christ, The Transfigured and Transfiguring One, 

Fr. Erickson  

Monday, February 15 - President’s Day 
- CAMPUS CLOSED - NO SCHOOL -  
8:00 a.m. – Mass 
No Confessions Today 

Tuesday, February 16 
8:00 a.m. – Mass 
Noon-12:30 p.m. – Confessions* 
Noon-1:00 p.m. – Private Prayer/Adoration 
5:00 p.m. – Mass 
6:30-8:00 p.m. – WWP Bible Study 

Wednesday, February 17 -  
Ash Wednesday 

8:00 a.m. – Mass 
9:00-10:30 a.m. – WWP Bible Study 
Noon – Ash Wednesday Mass 
1:00-2:30 p.m. – WWP Bible Study 
6:00 p.m. – Ash Wednesday Mass 
8:00-10:00 p.m. – Men’s Basketball 

Thursday, February 18 
8:00 a.m. – Mass  
Noon-12:30 p.m. – Confessions*  
Noon-1:00 p.m. – Private Prayer/Adoration 
7:00-8:00 p.m. – AA Meeting 

Friday, February 19 
8:00 a.m. – Mass 
7:00 p.m. – Stations of the Cross (church) 

Saturday, February 20 
8:00 a.m. – Mass  
9:00-11:00 a.m. – 1st Reconciliation 

Retreat (2nd graders) 
4:00 p.m. – Vigil Mass 

Sunday, February 21 
7:30-7:55 a.m. – Confessions* 
8:30 a.m. – Holy Mass (high altar) 
9:30 a.m. – CGS-2nd grade (non-school) 
10:30 a.m. – Holy Mass (incense) 
6:00 p.m. – Holy Mass 

*  Except when noted, confessions will be 
offered: 
� Sundays 7:30-7:55 a.m. 
� Mondays 5:30-6:00 p.m. 
� Tuesdays & Thursdays noon-12:30 p.m. 

All times subject to change.  
Please check our parish website  

daily for time changes.  



We are committed to providing many opportunities for as many people as possible to encounter the Lord through 
programs and offerings that are accessible, friendly, and convenient.  
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Every Tuesday and Thursday from noon 
until 1:00 p.m., the church is open for 
private prayer. During this time, the Blessed 
Sacrament will be available for adoration.  

Please consider spending a quiet hour with 
Jesus! (Confessions are also offered from 
noon to 12:30 p.m. on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays during the time for prayer and 
adoration.) 

Our Lenten parish reconciliation will be held on 
Saturday, February 27, from 1:00-3:00 p.m. 
Four priests will be hearing confessions; please 
plan to use this grace-filled opportunity during 
the holy season of Lent. 

We are pleased to welcome the following new 
members to our Parish: 

� Jason & Elizabeth Godwin of Woodbury and 
their children Henry and James 

� Mary Ellen Tan Pastor & Wycliff Monari of 
Oakdale and their son Wycliff  

� David and Melissa Meyer of Lake Elmo 

� Marvin and Helen Okakor-Guardado of 
Maplewood and their son Antonio 

Thank you for your support of the 2020 Catholic Services 
Appeal! In 2020, 269 Transfiguration parishioners contributed 
$73,646 to the campaign that helps so many in need in our local 
communities and Catholic schools. The 2021 Appeal 
Commitment weekend is February 20 and 21, and we hope to 
widen support from our parish in 2021. Previous donors will 
receive materials in the mail soon, and we will have information 
available in the coming weeks so you can help support this 
important ministry of our local Church.  

Together in Hope: The Catholic Services Appeal Foundation 
partners with fellow Catholics to share Christ’s love with 
neighbors in need through ministries that serve the poor, 
support life and strengthen the Faith. Your gift will bring hope 
by helping provide:  

� Thousands with life-giving care via hospital chaplains. 
� 12,000 people each week with fresh groceries and hygiene 

items. 
� 635 people with housing each month. 
� 28,000 Catholic school students with in-person learning. 
� 1,300 families with pro-life support. 
� Over 50 seminarians studying to be future priests of our 

Archdiocese with tuition assistance and housing expenses. 

Please visit www.csafspm.org to learn more or 
www.GiveCSAF.org to donate today! 
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We recognize that the Sunday Mass is the true source and summit of our liturgical life in the Church, and we are 
committed to providing transcendent and transfiguring worship that also builds up our community as one. 

Please join us on Fridays during Lent at 7:00 p.m. in the main church for Stations 
of the Cross. Meditating upon the Way of the Cross is a traditional way in which 
Catholics enter more fully into the Passion of Our Lord. Note: On March 19, there will 

be no Friday Stations of the Cross due to the Lenten 
Retreat Mass at 7:00 p.m. – see article below).  

Masses will be offered for  
each of these intentions.  

Sunday, February 14 
Gary Pellegram † 
Poor Souls in Purgatory 
The People of Transfiguration 

Monday, February 15 
JoAnn Preiner † 

Tuesday, February 16 
Ronald B. Meyers † 
Roger Young † 

Wednesday, February 17 
Mike & Pearl Kush 
Deceased Priests of Transfiguration 
Deceased Parishioners of 

Transfiguration 
Thursday, February 18 

Edgar Pacheco † 
Friday, February 19 

Rose Chan † 
Saturday, February 20 

Dorothea Kaiser † 
Mary & Edward Stach † 

Sunday, February 21 
The People of Transfiguration 
Eileen Christensen † 
Gerri Hayduk 

Save the Date: March 19-21 Lenten Retreat 
and 40 Hours of prayer and adoration for the 
year of St. Joseph.  

The retreat will start with Mass at 7:00 p.m. on 
Friday, March 19, and end at noon on Sunday, 
March 21. There will be times of public prayer, 
talks, confession and simply adoring the King 
and Creator of the universe.  

Mark your calendars; more information will be 
available in future bulletins and on our website.  
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We are committed to being a truly “pro-family” culture, a culture that recognizes parents’ primary role in the education 
of their children, encourages and promotes a radical openness to life, and strives to support families in their efforts to 
be holy and to form their beloved children into saints.  

On Saturday, February 20, our second graders 
will be attending a retreat to help prepare them 
for their first reconciliation. At the end of the 
retreat, they will be making their first confession. 

In April, these students will be making their First 
Holy Communion. Please continue to pray for 
our young people as they prepare for these 
important sacraments. 

� Didn’t the Church persecute Galileo?  

� Aren’t faith and reason two separate 
and distinct kinds of truth?  

� Why do Christians believe in the 
Biblical creation story when science 
has disproved it?  

� How can the modern world take 
religions seriously when they oppose 
scientific advancements like birth 
control and stem-cell research?  

 
In this booklet you’ll find smart, solid answers to these 
questions and many more. 20 Answers: Faith & 
Science will clear away misconceptions and help you 
understand – and explain to your friends and family – the 
complex but ultimately harmonious relationship between 
religious and scientific truth.  

o? 

te 

se 

 

A heartfelt “THANKS” 
to everyone who 
donated to Options for 
Women East’s annual 
Baby Bottle Drive.  

These donations enable 
OFWE to continue 
serving women and 
families in need when 
they are faced with 
difficult situations.  

May God bless you!  

We are excited to 
announce that Bishop 
Cozzens will be 
coming to 
Transfiguration on 
Thursday, May 6, to 
celebrate the 
sacrament of 
Confirmation for our 
8th graders.  

Please pray for our wonderful 
Confirmation candidates this 
spring as they continue their 
preparation for the sacrament.  



Follow us @  
facebook.com/
Transfigurationmn 

Join the conversation 
@ Twitter.com/ 
TransfigParish 

Listen to past homilies and watch 
other videos by going to 
Transfigurationmn.org/YouTube 

See what’s going on 
@ Instagram.com/
Transfig39 

Catholic Schools Week was filled with faith, excellence, service, and FUN! Students 
and staff dressed in pajamas, as literary characters, in jerseys, and in red, white and 
blue. The school collected items for The Gift of Hope service project and made cards 
for parishioners and schoolmate buddies. Students collaborated with peers to build 
snow sculptures and read books with their classmates. Fr. Erickson and Fr. Lynch 
blessed throats in celebration of the Feast Day of St. Blaise. There were school-wide 
scavenger hunts and, due to the weather, an indoor Winter Olympics in the gym. 

Our school and community are blessed beyond measure and we know this is by 
God’s grace and involvement in our lives. We hope you will join us in celebrating 
EVERY week that our Catholic School is striving to strengthen relationships with 
Jesus, provide academic excellence, and – through expectations and love – build character in its students and staff! 
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Helping You Review 
Your Best Options

 Buying or Selling Real Estate

          FREE Market Analysis

    40+ Years of Real Estate Experience

Call Ken Frank 651-731-8899 
Email Ken at kfrank@kw.com

PREMIER REALTY

Newest & Most Affordable Funeral Home in the Area!

 Michael O’Halloran - Owner

          Cremation • Funeral Services • Life Celebrations

651-702-0301   www.ohalloranmurphy.com

DITTRICH LAW FIRM P.A.
GREGORY D. DITTRICH 

Parishioner
Family Law & Wills 

www.dittrichlawoffice.com 
Conveniently located at I-94 & Radio Dr.

651-730-6223          Free 1/2 Hr. Initial Consultation

Bank Local. Bank Premier.
Maplewood

651.777.7700
Woodbury

651.578.6998

Roseville 
651.633.8880

White Bear Lake
651.426.7800

www.premierbanks.com

Contact Tom Maakestad to place an ad today!
tmaakestad@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5858

Assisted living memory care
NOW OPEN

(651) 855-0909 | CerenitySeniorCare.com



WULFF 
Funeral Home

 
Susan Montpetit, Manager

651-776-1555
1485 White Bear Ave. St. Paul

Cremation Services • Advance Planning

  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  Transfiguration Catholic Church, Oakdale, MN A 4C 02-0162

Gormans
Family Restaurant

Since 1980

3 Miles E. of 694 on County Rd. 14, Lake Elmo, MN

651-770-2476
Hours: M-Sat 6am-8pm • Sun 7am-3pm 

Breakfast Served Anytime!

Relevant Radio 1330 AM 
“Catholic Radio–bridging the gap between faith & everyday life”

www.catholicscomehome.org
Together We Can End Abortion

Ed & Kathy Gorman, Parishioners

FREE ESTIMATE 
FINANCING

 

Rob Langer, Parishioner 

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION
651-429-0001 • www.srheatingcooling.com

HEATING • COOLING

PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF SERVICE ORDER. 
NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR DISCOUNT.

$10000 OFF 
Installation of Furnace or  

Air Conditioner - OR - 
$25000 OFF 

for Installation of BOTH

$2000 OFF 
WORK 

PERFORMED

State Farm®

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Amy Brown Ins Agency Inc
Amy Brown CLU CPCU, Agent
1513 Geneva Avenue N
Oakdale, MN 55128-4219
Bus 651.735.4193  Fax 651.735.7673
www.amybrown.us • amy@amybrown.us

The greatest compliment you can give is a referral.

www.FurlongsLiquor.com 

Hwy 36 & Century

779-7757

Voted Best Liquor Store 
Best Wine Selection 

Best Service Past 21 Years

Party Planning and delivery 

Open Late Night 8-10pm 
Monday - Saturday

SUN       RAY  
PLUMBING & HEATING INC

Residential • Commercial
 FOUR GENERATIONS STRONG

651-779-6823
GLENN ROESKE STEVE ROESKE

www.sunrayplumbing.com

Your search for a self 
storage facility is over!

NOW HIRING 
SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS!

Apply Online at: 
FirstGroupCareers.com

Shayne Hall 
Realtor, MN & WI

(651) 335-6607
www.HomesByShayne.com

Michael Justen, Master Plumber

651-605-5025    
www.justenplumbing.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

Contact Tom Maakestad to place an ad today!
tmaakestad@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5858

      

              

 Learn more - 

CuratioApostolate.com/ 
Transfiguration                  

                 Your Curatio representative, Sydney March RN parishioner

CURATIO: An Apostolate for Catholic Healthcare Professionals      
You are not alone. Find support in practicing your faith.        Grow in holiness.

Stock.adobe.com

651-776-2328
891 White Bear Ave St. Paul

www.optionsforwomeneast.com

Housing for homeless pregnant women.
Volunteers needed.

651•373•1205
PhilomenaHouse.org


