
  

Transfiguration exists  
to lead all those in the  
East Metro to Christ,  

the Source and Summit of  
our daily and eternal lives.  

6133 15th Street North 
Oakdale, MN 55128 

Monday-Thursday:  
 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Friday:  8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
Phone: 651-738-2646 
After-hours Emergency: 
 651-501-2250 
mpraska@transfigurationmn.org 
bulletin@transfigurationmn.org  

 Office:  651-501-2220 
Attendance Line: 651-501-2255 

tiger@transfigurationmn.org 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Dear Friends, 

For decades throughout the global Church, it was 
quite customary for many parishes to celebrate a  
“40 Hour Devotion,” which is 40 hours of 
continuous adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, 
exposed upon the main altar for public veneration. 
Indeed, so widespread was the practice that official 
rubrics were developed and published. One detail of 

these celebrations that is particularly meaningful to me is the fact that the 
conclusion of the devotion often corresponded to a gathering of priests 
from neighboring parishes who would participate in the concluding 
rituals and then stay for a meal and priestly fraternity. Prior to the era of 
easy travel, such get-togethers for brotherhood and support were 
especially important and helpful for priestly morale.    

For a variety of reasons, the tradition of 40 hours has fallen out of use, 
with some exceptions. Saint Agnes has long had a 40-hour devotion, and 
Good Shepherd in Golden Valley, Saint John in New Brighton, and Saint 
Nicholas in New Market all continue the tradition in some form. But, by 
and large, the practice is not widely known any longer within our local 
church. Part of this, I think, is because Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration is 
now widely available, and so the idea of 40 hours of continuous 
adoration is not particularly meaningful or significant. On the other hand, 
I think part of the disappearance of 40 hours is also due to a widespread 
lack of faith in the Presence of Christ in the Eucharist.  

 Saturday: 4:00 p.m. 
 Sunday: 8:30 a.m.  
  10:30 a.m.  
  6:00 p.m. 

Monday-Saturday:  8:00 a.m. 
Be sure to check the weekly  
calendar for holiday changes. 
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PASTOR 
 Fr. John Paul Erickson 651-738-2646 
 frerickson@transfigurationmn.org  

ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
 Fr. Brian Lynch 651-738-2646 
 frlynch@transfigurationmn.org 

DEACON 
 Deacon Dan Brewer  651-738-2646 
 dbrewer@transfigurationmn.org 

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 
 Erin Ethier  651-501-2209 
 eethier@transfigurationmn.org 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT COORDINATOR /  
PARISH SECRETARY 
 Martha Praska  651-738-2646 
 mpraska@transfigurationmn.org 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
 Kathy Weed 651-738-2646 
 kweed@transfigurationmn.org 

FINANCE ASSISTANT & TADS 
 Kim Connolly  651-501-2208 
 kconnolly@transfigurationmn.org 

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
 Andy Jacobson  651-501-2216 
 principal@transfigurationmn.org 

DIRECTOR OF SACRED MUSIC 
 Mary Demko  651-501-2224 
 mdemko@transfigurationmn.org 

LITURGY COORDINATOR 
 Shantel Schallenkamp 651-501-2206 
 sschallenkamp@transfigurationmn.org 

DIRECTOR OF PARISH FORMATION 
 Justin Kortuem 651-501-2207 
 jkortuem@transfigurationmn.org 

CONFIRMATION COORDINATOR 
 Justin Shay 651-501-2219 
  jshay@transfigurationmn.org 

PARISH LIFE & YOUTH FORMATION 
COORDINATOR 
 Melissa Phinney 651-501-2202 
 mphinney@transfigurationmn.org 

COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR  
 Michelle Jwanouskos    
 bulletin@transfigurationmn.org 

MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR   
 Phil Stoffel 651-501-2245 
 pstoffel@transfigurationmn.org 

AFTER HOURS PASTORAL  
EMERGENCY NUMBER:  651-501-2250  

VICTIM/SURVIVOR SITE & HOTLINE   
 safe-environment.archspm.org 651-291-4475 

If you have a child needing to be baptized or if you are expecting  
a child soon, please call the parish office at 651-738-2646 to make 
arrangements for an individual Baptism class.  

If you would like to celebrate your wedding at Transfiguration, 
please contact the Parish Office at least nine months in advance. 

Interested in becoming Catholic? We invite anyone who has 
questions about the Faith, or who may be interested in becoming 
Catholic, to contact our parish office at 651-738-2646. 
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Big-Ticket Capital Improvement Fund 
Big Ticket Balance as of January 31, 2020 $        13,439 

Amount Collected February 2021 9,394 
Balance in Big-Ticket Savings Account $        22,833 

Weekend Collection Totals: Amount Collected Budget 
July through January 2021 $        759,430 $      783,000 

February 2021 103,166 98,800 

Fiscal Year Total as of 2/28/2021 862,596 881,800 

Surplus/(Deficit)  (19,204) 

Percent above(below) budget  -2.18% 

Long-Term Debt for Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2021 
Principal payments July 2020 through January 2021 $      149,917 

Interest Paid on Long-Term Debt since July 1, 2020 116,304 

Balance on Long-Term Debt as of January 31, 2020 4,123,867 

Principal payments through February 2021 14,586 

Balance on Long-Term Debt as of February 28, 2021 4,109,281 



(continued from page 1)
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”Lord, how good it is for us to be here!” 
(M !!"#$ 17:4)4) 

I am pleased to begin the 40-hour devotion at Transfiguration, if 
slightly modified from the traditional format, and to announce that 
our first such celebration will be the weekend of March 19-21. 
Corresponding to our annual Lenten Retreat already “on the 
books,” the extended time of adoration will begin with a solemn 
Mass in honor of Saint Joseph at 7:00 p.m. on March 19, which 
will take the place of our usual Friday Stations that night. After 
Mass, adoration will be held in the main body of the church until 
10:00 p.m., resuming again at 7:00 a.m. on Saturday, March 20.  

Our 8:00 a.m. Mass that Saturday will be a Traditional Latin Mass, 
and devotions such as the rosary and the Divine Mercy Chaplet 
will be prayed throughout Saturday, with additional opportunities 
for confession. I will give two talks that day in the presence of the 
Eucharistic Lord in the main body of the church, one at 10:00 a.m. 
and one at 2:00 p.m. Our subject at 10:00 a.m. will be “Saint 
Joseph and the Eucharist,” and the afternoon subject is “Saint 
Joseph and Confession.” We will still celebrate our usual 4:00 p.m. 
Mass, and adoration will continue throughout the night. The usual 
Sunday Mass schedule will take place on March 21, and we will 
conclude our time of prayer at 11:45 a.m. with solemn benediction 
in the main body of the Church. Again, the 6:00 p.m. Mass will, 
still take place.  

I do hope that you and your families might dedicate some time to 
come adore the Lord and to prepare with Saint Joseph for the 
important Feasts of Holy Week and Easter. Our theme for the 
weekend is “Go to Joseph,” but it could just as well be “Go to 
Jesus,” Who is the One to Whom Joseph always leads us. May our 
40 hours, entrusted to Saint Joseph, inspire and fortify you, and all 
Transfiguration parishioners, to finish the Lenten season well.  

In Christ, the Transfigured and Transfiguring One, 

Fr. Erickson     

Monday, March 8 – No School all week 
8:00 a.m. – Mass 
5:30-6:00 p.m. – Confessions* 
6:30-8:00 p.m. – WWP Bible Study 
7:00-8:00 p.m. – AA Meeting 

Tuesday, March 9 
8:00 a.m. – Mass 
Noon-12:30 p.m. – Confessions* 
Noon-1:00 p.m. – Private Prayer/Adoration 
5:00 p.m. – Mass 
6:30-8:00 p.m. – WWP Bible Study 

Wednesday, March 10 
8:00 a.m. – Mass 
9:00-10:30 a.m. – WWP Bible Study 
1:00-2:30 p.m. – WWP Bible Study 
7:00-8:00 p.m. – Men’s Night 
8:00-10:00 p.m. – Men’s Basketball 

Thursday, March 11 
8:00 a.m. – Mass  
Noon-12:30 p.m. – Confessions*  
Noon-1:00 p.m. – Private Prayer/Adoration 
7:00-8:00 p.m. – AA Meeting 

Friday, March 12 
8:00 a.m. – Mass 
5:00-7:00 p.m. – Fish Fry (school) 
7:00 p.m. – Stations of the Cross (church) 

Saturday, March 13 
7:00-8:00 a.m. – Young Adult Men’s Group 

(virtual) 
7:30-8:30 a.m. – Adult Men’s Group 
8:00 a.m. – Mass  
4:00 p.m. – Vigil Mass (high altar) 

Sunday, March 14 – 4th Sunday of Lent 
7:30-7:55 a.m. – Confessions* 
8:30 a.m. – Holy Mass 
9:30 a.m. – CGS-2nd grade (non-school) 
10:30 a.m. – Holy Mass (incense) 
6:00 p.m. – Holy Mass  

*  Except when noted, confessions will be offered: 
� Sundays 7:30-7:55 a.m. 
� Mondays 5:30-6:00 p.m. 
� Tuesdays & Thursdays noon-12:30 p.m. 

All times subject to change.  
Please check our parish website  

daily for time changes.  



“ 

We are committed to providing many opportunities for as many people as possible to encounter the Lord through 
programs and offerings that are accessible, friendly, and convenient.  
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Thank you for your support of the 2020 Catholic Services Appeal! In 2020, 269 Transfiguration parishioners 
contributed $73,646 to the campaign that helps so many in need in our local communities and Catholic schools.  
The 2021 Appeal Commitment weekend was February 20 and 21; however, it is not too late to turn in your envelope.  
We hope to widen support from our parish in 2021. Previous donors will receive materials in the mail soon, and we will 
have information available in the coming weeks so you can help support this important ministry of our local Church.  

Together in Hope: The Catholic Services Appeal Foundation partners with fellow Catholics to share Christ’s love with 
neighbors in need through ministries that serve the poor, support life and strengthen the Faith. Your gift will bring 
hope by helping provide:  

� Thousands with life-giving care via hospital chaplains. 
� 12,000 people each week with fresh groceries and hygiene items. 
� 635 people with housing each month. 
� 28,000 Catholic school students with in-person learning. 
� 1,300 families with pro-life support. 
� Over 50 seminarians studying to be future priests of our Archdiocese with tuition assistance and housing expenses. 

Please visit www.csafspm.org to learn more or www.GiveCSAF.org to donate today! 

Our purpose for existing as a parish – to lead all those in the east metro to 
Jesus Christ, the Source and Summit of our daily and eternal lives –  
demands that we speak of Him to those we encounter. Last week you read in 
Fr. Erickson’s bulletin article (and heard him preach) that we are forming 
groups to participate in the “Transfiguring Conversations.” Our parish believes 
strongly in this effort; we have groups starting this week. However, you do not 
need to wait for staff to organize a group, but instead we encourage you to 
reach out to your friends, neighbors, and co-workers to form your own group 
of 5-8 people. We have materials available for anyone who wants to lead a 
group; let us know, too, if you are having problems finding members for your 
group. Please reach out to Melissa Phinney, mphinney@transfigurationmn.org, 
if you would more information regarding these conversations. Those who have 
already participated have found it to be fruitful in their faith lives.  

“I really enjoyed getting to 
know parishioners that I hadn't 
personally met before; where 
they are on their faith journey, 
who/what is on their hearts, 
and how/where they feel called 
to serve the Lord. The Holy 
Spirit made the whole 
environment and conversations 
very peaceful and fruitful. 
Getting to know my fellow 
parishioners has helped me feel 
more connected to the 
community and adds an extra 
"hello" to Sundays, or another 
name to pray for.” 



“Each of us can discover in Joseph  ̶  the man who goes unnoticed, a daily, discreet and hidden 
presence  ̶  an intercessor, a support and a guide in times of trouble.”  ~ Pope Francis  

On December 8, in his apostolic letter, Pope Francis declared this to be the  
“Year of St. Joseph.” He used this year, marking the 150-year anniversary of the 
saint’s proclamation as Patron of the Universal Church.  

In honor of the Year of St. Joseph, we at Transfiguration are encouraging our 
parishioners and those in the East Metro to deepen their relationship with  
St. Joseph, who is a powerful intercessor for our needs. We will be hosting a series 
of talks titled “Go to St. Joseph,” which will inspire a greater devotion to this 
power saint and father figure. These talks will take place throughout the 40-Hour 
Lenten Retreat being on his feast day, March 19, and concluding on Sunday. 

“ 

5 

We recognize that the Sunday Mass is the true source and summit of our liturgical life in the Church, and we are 
committed to providing transcendent and transfiguring worship that also builds up our community as one. 

Masses will be offered for  
each of these intentions.  

Sunday, March 7 
Floyd Sellner † 
The People of Transfiguration 
Flo Roering † 

Monday, March 8 
Dustin Kadlec † 

Tuesday, March 9 
Louis Haak † 
Zach Salminen 

Wednesday, March 10 
Dawn Mantel 

Thursday, March 11 
JoAnn Preiner  † 

Friday, March 12 
John & Ann Frascone † 

Saturday, March 13 
Richard & Luella Eggenberger 
Matt Conway † 

Sunday, March 14 
Rosemary Johnston † 
Bill Schwietz † 
The People of Transfiguration 

 
I am currently praying the 33-day Consecration to St. Joseph. Years ago, we were experiencing some financial difficulty. My wife 
Virginia secretly prayed a Novena to St. Joseph. On the last day of the Novena, March 19, she received a phone call that there 
was an envelope at our parish office anonymously addressed to us. When she opened it she found $1,000.00. As I have been going 
through the Consecration book, I have realized how near to me the Good St. Joseph has been to me for a long time. I encourage you 
to attend at least one of the talks about St. Joseph happening at our church. I hope you will see how much St. Joseph is and wants 
to be your spiritual father. ~ Phil S. 

You bet!!! Since the Solemnity of St. Joseph, is on a 
Lenten Friday this year, the directive for abstinence 
from meat is lifted for the Solemnity. The men’s group 
is hosting a spaghetti and meatballs dinner to celebrate 
the feast of St. Joseph from 5:00-7:00 p.m. on Friday, 
March 19. The dinner will include garlic bread, drinks 
and dessert. It will be available for both curbside pick-

up and dine-in. Prices are $10 for adults, $5 for seniors and kids and a family max 
price of $20. Come celebrate the feast day in the year of St. Joseph with us. 

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, 
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
To you God entrusted his only Son; 
in you Mary placed her trust; 
with you Christ became man. 

Blessed Joseph, to us too, 
show yourself a father 
and guide us in the path of life. 
Obtain for us grace, mercy and courage, 
and defend us from every evil. Amen.  
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We are committed to being a truly “pro-family” culture, a culture that recognizes parents’ primary role in the education 
of their children, encourages and promotes a radical openness to life, and strives to support families in their efforts to 
be holy and to form their beloved children into saints.  

Dates: March 12 and 26 
Time: 5:00–7:00 p.m. 
Cost: Adults $10 / Seniors $8 (65 and older) / 

12 & under $5, or $30 per household  
(cash and check only) 

Place: In-person: Transfiguration Gymnasium * 
Curbside pickup: School Entrance ** 

Includes: Fried or baked fish, grilled cheese, coleslaw, 
french fries, tater tots, baked potatoes, 
dessert, and beverage. 

VOLUNTEERS:  We are in need of volunteers in 
order to make our annual Lent Fish Frys happen.  
While volunteering we will keep with in COVID-19 
protocols. Please note that if you are signed up to 
volunteer, but are sick, we ask that you not come. All 
volunteers must be at least 18 years of age. If you are 
able to assist, please sign-up through the Signup Genius 
link on our website.  
*  In-person seating is done per family and orders will be taken 

for the whole table. 
** Curbside pickup is at the school entrance. Remain in your car; 

someone will come to take your order and bring the food to 
your car.  

 
Have you ever meditated upon 
the Passion and Death of Jesus? 
Stations of the Cross is a 
traditional Catholic devotion 
that can be done anytime but 
particularly during Fridays of 
Lent. There are 14 different 
stations that each depict a 
moment during the Passion of 
Christ, each Station containing 
an image and prayer associated with that moment of the 
Passion. After each Station a prayer is either sung or 
spoken. At Transfiguration we celebrate Stations of the 
Cross every Friday during Lent (except March 19) at  
7:00 p.m., held in the main body of the church. 
Traditionally the faithful will move from Station to 
Station but with the current COVID-19 restrictions, the 
faithful are kindly asked to remain in their pews. 

Searching for answers to life’s 
difficult questions? The Search is 
an innovative video series 
(available on Formed.org) that 
tackles the key questions of 
every human heart. In seven 
beautifully-filmed episodes, 
Chris Stefanick and experts 
from multiple fields of science, 
medicine, psychology, art, and 
religion examine our place in 
the larger story of existence. 

Whether you’re a practiced inquirer or a jaded skeptic, 
The Search will speak to you. You may be reassured by 
some parts and challenged by others. Either way, you’ll 
find a lot here to think about. And when all is said and 
done, life’s questions demand to be answered. 

Are you ready for The Search? All videos are available 
free on Formed.org with the parish subscription, and 
books to guide you are available in the gathering  
space kiosk.  

Whether you’re a practic

Please support our 
Transfiguration Girl Scout 
troops, who are scheduled 
to sell cookies before and 
after each Mass during the 
weekend of March 13-14. 

� Cost is $5 per box (cash or checks) 
� All cookie money stays local. 
� The Cookie Program helps the Girl Scouts learn skills 

and earn money for their troops (ask them what they 
are raising money for!) 

� On a diet? There is an option for donating cookies to 
local non-profit organizations. 

Neither our local Girl Scout council nor the national 
office has a relationship with Planned Parenthood. 

If you have questions, please contact Elda Bloemendal 
at ebloemendal@gmail.com.  



Follow us @  
facebook.com/
Transfigurationmn 

Join the conversation 
@ Twitter.com/ 
TransfigParish 

Listen to past homilies and watch 
other videos by going to 
Transfigurationmn.org/YouTube 

See what’s going on 
@ Instagram.com/
Transfig39 

Since January 18, our students have been involved 
in selling raffle tickets to family and members of 
the Transfiguration community. We would like to 
thank you for all that you have done in assisting 
our student by buying tickets from them! We raised 
$17,520! The best part is 100% of the money stays 
with our school! The money is used to help support 
the students and faculty make Christian disciples 
and meet the mission of Transfiguration of leading 
all of those in the East Metro to Christ. 

Honorable Mentions for Selling 
Name Grade # Sold 

Claire S.  4 100 

Kyle C.  4 91 
Henry M.  1 80 
Joseph M.  1 80 
Nora C.  Kdg 54 
Teague M.  6 50 
Summer N.  7 50 

Top Winners 

Top class 
2nd grade 

 
Marie M.  

(2nd Grade)  
- 190 tickets 
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Helping You Review 
Your Best Options

 Buying or Selling Real Estate

          FREE Market Analysis

    40+ Years of Real Estate Experience

Call Ken Frank 651-731-8899 
Email Ken at kfrank@kw.com

PREMIER REALTY

Newest & Most Affordable Funeral Home in the Area!

 Michael O’Halloran - Owner

          Cremation • Funeral Services • Life Celebrations

651-702-0301   www.ohalloranmurphy.com

DITTRICH LAW FIRM P.A.
GREGORY D. DITTRICH 

Parishioner
Family Law & Wills 

www.dittrichlawoffice.com 
Conveniently located at I-94 & Radio Dr.

651-730-6223          Free 1/2 Hr. Initial Consultation

Bank Local. Bank Premier.
Maplewood

651.777.7700
Woodbury

651.578.6998

Roseville 
651.633.8880

White Bear Lake
651.426.7800

www.premierbanks.com

Contact Tom Maakestad to place an ad today!
tmaakestad@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5858

Assisted living memory care
NOW OPEN

(651) 855-0909 | CerenitySeniorCare.com



WULFF 
Funeral Home

 
Susan Montpetit, Manager

651-776-1555
1485 White Bear Ave. St. Paul

Cremation Services • Advance Planning

  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  Transfiguration Catholic Church, Oakdale, MN A 4C 02-0162

Gormans
Family Restaurant

Since 1980

3 Miles E. of 694 on County Rd. 14, Lake Elmo, MN

651-770-2476
Hours: M-Sat 6am-8pm • Sun 7am-3pm 

Breakfast Served Anytime!

Relevant Radio 1330 AM 
“Catholic Radio–bridging the gap between faith & everyday life”

www.catholicscomehome.org
Together We Can End Abortion

Ed & Kathy Gorman, Parishioners

FREE ESTIMATE 
FINANCING

 

Rob Langer, Parishioner 

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION
651-429-0001 • www.srheatingcooling.com

HEATING • COOLING

PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF SERVICE ORDER. 
NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR DISCOUNT.

$10000 OFF 
Installation of Furnace or  

Air Conditioner - OR - 
$25000 OFF 

for Installation of BOTH

$2000 OFF 
WORK 

PERFORMED

State Farm®

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Amy Brown Ins Agency Inc
Amy Brown CLU CPCU, Agent
1513 Geneva Avenue N
Oakdale, MN 55128-4219
Bus 651.735.4193  Fax 651.735.7673
www.amybrown.us • amy@amybrown.us

The greatest compliment you can give is a referral.

www.FurlongsLiquor.com 

Hwy 36 & Century

779-7757

Voted Best Liquor Store 
Best Wine Selection 

Best Service Past 21 Years

Party Planning and delivery 

Open Late Night 8-10pm 
Monday - Saturday

SUN       RAY  
PLUMBING & HEATING INC

Residential • Commercial
 FOUR GENERATIONS STRONG

651-779-6823
GLENN ROESKE STEVE ROESKE

www.sunrayplumbing.com

Your search for a self 
storage facility is over!

NOW HIRING 
SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS!

Apply Online at: 
FirstGroupCareers.com

Shayne Hall 
Realtor, MN & WI

(651) 335-6607
www.HomesByShayne.com

Michael Justen, Master Plumber

651-605-5025    
www.justenplumbing.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

Contact Tom Maakestad to place an ad today!
tmaakestad@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5858

      

              

 Learn more - 

CuratioApostolate.com/ 
Transfiguration                  

                 Your Curatio representative, Sydney March RN parishioner

CURATIO: An Apostolate for Catholic Healthcare Professionals      
You are not alone. Find support in practicing your faith.        Grow in holiness.

Stock.adobe.com

651-776-2328
891 White Bear Ave St. Paul

www.optionsforwomeneast.com

Housing for homeless pregnant women.
Volunteers needed.

651•373•1205
PhilomenaHouse.org


