
  

Transfiguration exists  
to lead all those in the  
East Metro to Christ,  

the Source and Summit of  
our daily and eternal lives.  

6133 15th Street North 
Oakdale, MN 55128 

Monday-Thursday:  
 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Friday:  8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
Phone: 651-738-2646 
After-hours Emergency: 
 651-501-2250 
mpraska@transfigurationmn.org 
bulletin@transfigurationmn.org  

 Office:  651-501-2220 
Attendance Line: 651-501-2255 

tiger@transfigurationmn.org 

 
 

 

A special word of gratitude to Melissa Phinney and her 
dedicated team of parishioners who coordinated our 
successful Feast Day Festival this year. It is so important 
to gather together as a people, and to celebrate as 
brothers and sisters the many good things the Lord is doing in our midst. 
Like Peter, James and John, we all have been summoned up to the top of the 
mountain to experience the many blessings of our parish. But also like the 
Apostles, we gather together to support and to prepare ourselves for mission, a 
mission that will necessarily include the suffering of the cross for the salvation 
of the world.   
We are the only Catholic parish in the Archdiocese named after the mystery of 
the Transfiguration. This matters. We should reflect frequently upon the 
meaning of this awesome event, an event that like all mysteries of the Lord’s 
life are not meant to be simply studied but to be lived and entered into. The 
first way we do this is by participating fully and actively in the sacred liturgy, 
which is the source and summit of our Catholic Faith. We are truly most a 
parish and a church when we gather together to break bread and to offer our 
lives upon the altar of the Lord in union with His own. The Eucharist makes 
the Church, and it makes the parish. The Transfiguring celebration of the Mass 
and the other sacraments will always be the centerpiece of our parish, and I ask 
you for your prayers so that we might continue to deliberately grow in our 
commitment to efforts at transcendent worship that gives glory to God and 
lifts men and women up from the struggles of their life by providing meaning, 
joyful hope and inspiration. The Mass and the sacraments are like unto the 
Transfigured Christ, standing at our parish’s center and core. 
But the sacramental life of the church must be accompanied by the fervent and 
dedicated proclamation of the truths of the Faith, in season and out of season.   

 Saturday: 4:00 p.m. 
 Sunday: 8:30 a.m.  
  10:30 a.m.  
  6:00 p.m. 

Monday-Saturday:  8:00 a.m. 
Be sure to check the weekly  
calendar for holiday changes. 



PASTOR 
 Fr. John Paul Erickson 651-738-2646 
 frerickson@transfigurationmn.org  

ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
 Fr. Brian Lynch 651-738-2646 
 frlynch@transfigurationmn.org 

DEACON 
 Deacon Dan Brewer  651-738-2646 
 dbrewer@transfigurationmn.org 

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 
 Erin Ethier  651-501-2209 
 eethier@transfigurationmn.org 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT COORDINATOR /  
PARISH SECRETARY 
 Martha Praska  651-738-2646 
 mpraska@transfigurationmn.org 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
 Kathy Weed 651-738-2646 
 kweed@transfigurationmn.org 

FINANCE ASSISTANT & TADS 
 Kim Connolly  651-501-2208 
 kconnolly@transfigurationmn.org 

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
 Eileen Douglass  651-501-2216 
 edouglass@transfigurationmn.org 

DIRECTOR OF SACRED MUSIC 
 Mary Demko  651-501-2224 
 mdemko@transfigurationmn.org 

LITURGY COORDINATOR 
 Shantel Schallenkamp 651-501-2206 
 sschallenkamp@transfigurationmn.org 

DIRECTOR OF PARISH FORMATION 
 Justin Kortuem 651-501-2207 
 jkortuem@transfigurationmn.org 

PARISH LIFE AND FAMILY FORMATION 
COORDINATOR 

 Melissa Phinney 651-501-2202 
  mphinney@transfigurationmn.org 

COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR  
 Daniel Orsinger  651-501-2201  
 dorsinger@transfigurationmn.org 

MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR   
 Phil Stoffel 651-501-2245 
 pstoffel@transfigurationmn.org 

AFTER HOURS PASTORAL  
EMERGENCY NUMBER:  651-501-2250  

VICTIM/SURVIVOR SITE & HOTLINE   
 safe-environment.archspm.org 651-291-4475 
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Big-Ticket Capital Improvement Fund 
Big Ticket Balance as of July 31, 2021 $        58,246 
Amount Collected August, 2021 $          2,147 
 - 
Balance in Big-Ticket Savings Account $        60,393 

Weekend Collection Totals: Amount Collected Budget 
August 2021 $        19,6393 $      20,000 

Fiscal Year Total as of August 1, 
2021 108,930 $      112,000 

Surplus/(Deficit)  (3,070) 

Percent above (below) budget  -2.74% 

Long-Term Debt for Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2022 
Interest Paid on Long-Term Debt since July 1, 2021 13,396 
Balance on Long-Term Debt as of July 31, 2020 $   3,949260 
Principal payments through August 2021 $         2,147 
Balance on Long-Term Debt as of July 25, 2021 $  3,947,113 

Congratulations to Michael and Jessica Freiermuth who had their 
daughter, Felicity Rose Freiermuth Baptized here on July 11.  

Congratulations to David and Valentina Ronning who had their 
daughter, Maria Josephina Ronning, Baptized here on July 18. 

Congratulations to Michael and Lindsey Feesl who had their son, 
Lincoln Patrick Feesl, Baptized here on July 18. 

If you would like to celebrate your wedding at Transfiguration, please 
contact the parish office at least nine months in advance. 

Interested in becoming Catholic? We invite anyone who has 
questions about the Faith, or who may be interested in becoming 
Catholic, to contact our parish office at 651-738-2646. 

A Mass of Christian Burial for Sister Blandina Taibon (Missionary 
Sisters of St. Peter Claver), was celebrated at Transfiguration on 
Friday, July 30.  Please keep Sister Blandina and the Missionary Sisters 
in your prayers. 

A Mass of Christian Burial for Carolyn Marie Plasch was celebrated at 
Transfiguration on Monday, August 2.  Please keep Carolyn and her 
family in your prayers. 

A Memorial Mass for Vincent McFadden was celebrated on 
Wednesday, August 4. Please keep Vincent and his family in your 
prayers. 



Like Moses, Transfiguration is called to preach the fullness of 
God’s message. We do this through the preaching of our clergy, 
the teaching in our school, and our programs of formation such as 
religious education, our lecture series, and the hosting of the 
Archdiocesan Catechetical Institute. Please pray that 
Transfiguration may always be a parish where the message of 
salvation is proclaimed in all its beauty and power, with conviction 
and compassion and clarity.  
And then there is Elijah, the great prophet of the Lord, 
represented in our sanctuary invoking the fire from heaven as he 
does battle with the prophets of Baal. Like Elijah, Transfiguration 
is also called by God to live prophetically and to call the world to 
conversion, most especially through our lives of radical love and 
Christian community. “They will know you are my disciples by 
your love for one another.”  These are the words of the Messiah, 
recorded in the Gospel of John. Even more than our bold and 
challenging moral teachings, the stirring witness of the great 
martyrs, and the grandeur of Christian art and architecture, it is the 
faithful love of the Christian that is most provocative, a love that is 
patient, and generous, and honorable, and good, and strong, and 
long-suffering. This is the prophetic voice the world needs. But we 
must choose it by how we live and commit to the noble ideal of 
community at Transfiguration. We can always do better to be our 
brothers’ and sisters’ keeper, and we must, if we are to be Elijahs in 
our fallen world. Elijah tells the evil prophets on Mount Carmel 
that the God who answers by fire is the true and living God. May 
this fire fall upon our parish so that we might be a light to the east 
metro, a fire of fraternal love and commitment.   
It is an honor to serve this beautiful parish as your pastor. I truly 
believe that the Spirit is summoning Transfiguration to do 
something great for love of souls and the Kingdom of God. The 
elimination of our debt, the building up of our school in 
discipleship, excellence and love, an increase in missionary zeal, 
and beautiful and transcendent worship – these are but the 
beginnings of the mission. If we are to bring Jesus Christ to all 
those in the east metro, we must be holy.  And that requires the 
transfiguration that Christ alone can affect in each and every one 
of us. May we ascend the mountain to be so transfigured, and then, 
with hearts on fire for love, bring the dazzling beauty of our lives 
of service, sacrifice and love to the world. And save it, through 
Him, and with Him, and in Him.     
 
In Christ, the Transfigured and Transfiguring One, 
Fr. Erickson                          
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Sunday, August 8 – Parish Feast Day 
7:30-7:55 a.m. – Sacrament of Reconciliation* 
8:30 a.m. – Holy Mass (high altar) 
10:30 a.m. – Holy Mass (incense) 
6:00 p.m. – Holy Mass 

Monday, August 9 
8:00 a.m. – Holy Mass  
7:00-8:00 p.m. – AA Meeting 

Tuesday, August 10 
8:00 a.m. – Holy Mass 
Noon-12:30 p.m. – Sacrament of Reconciliation*  
Noon-1:00 p.m. – Private Prayer/Adoration of  

The Most Blessed Sacrament 
5:00 p.m. – Holy Mass 

Wednesday, August 11 
8:00 a.m. – Holy Mass 
8:00-10:00 p.m. – Men’s Basketball 

Thursday, August 12 
8:00 a.m. –  Holy Mass 
Noon-12:30 p.m. – Sacrament of Reconciliation*  
Noon-1:00 p.m. – Private Prayer/Adoration of  

The Most Blessed Sacrament 
7:00-8:00 p.m. – AA Meeting 
Friday, August 13  
8:00 a.m. – Holy Mass 

Saturday, August 14 
8:00 a.m. – Holy Mass  
3:15-3:50 p.m. – Sacrament of Reconciliation* 
4:00 p.m. – Holy Vigil Mass-Solemnity of the 

Assumption of the Blessed  
Virgin Mary 

Sunday, August 15 – Solemnity of the Assumption 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

7:30-7:55 a.m. – Sacrament of Reconciliation* 
8:30 a.m. – Holy Mass 
10:30 a.m. – Holy Mass ((high altar) (incense) 
6:00 p.m. – Holy Mass 
 

*All times for the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
are subject to change.  

Please check for daily time changes on our 
parish website: transfigurationmn.org  



We are committed to providing many opportunities for as many people as possible to encounter the Lord through 
programs and offerings that are accessible, friendly, and convenient.  

Looking for a group of men to share your faith with and 
hold you accountable to become the man God created 

you to be? Looking for some support in your vocation as 
a father and husband? Transfiguration has two men’s 
groups that meet every other Saturday morning from 
6:30-8:00 a.m. for prayer, study, and mutual support. 
The groups are filled with great men who will be a 

benefit not only to you, but to your family. You might 
even find friends to help you with weekend projects at 

your house. Our next session is August 14.  
No need to RSVP.  

Contact Justin Kortuem at 
jkortuem@transfigurationmn.org for more information 
and to be included in the upcoming communications. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tune into our parish podcast Transfiguration in Oakdale 
each week! Whether you are on your daily commute, 

hitting the gym or the trails, or just sitting at home, we 
got you covered with some awesome content to keep 

you engaged and informed. Check out our recent 
uploads on your favorite podcast app!  

All are invited to pray a group Rosary with other 
parishioners in the Church following the 8:00 a.m. Mass 

on Wednesdays.  

There is a lot to be thankful for, and a lot to pray for, 
and bringing our prayers together under the protection 

and guidance of Our Blessed Mother is a perfect 
opportunity to offer such prayers and invite others to 

join in praying with you.  

Is it possible to know when life begins? 
Shouldn’t women be able to control their own bodies?  

What if a pregnant woman’s life is in danger? 
Why don’t pro-lifers spend their energy making life 

better for people who are already born?  
 

In this booklet you’ll find smart, solid answers to these 
questions and many more. 20 Answers: Abortion will 
deepen your understanding of this critical moral issue 
and give you the knowledge you need to explain it to 

others.   
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We recognize that the Sunday Mass is the true source and summit of our liturgical life in the Church, and we are 
committed to providing transcendent and transfiguring worship that also builds up our community as one. 

Ashtyn 
Helen Alberg 
Steve Alberg 
Doug Adams 
Carla Amaya 
Sally Anderson 
Jovita Barbosa  
Annie Barnum 
Arthur Bellair 
Larry Bernauer 
Lou Brager 
Paul Berglund  
Denny Borich   
Claire Celski 
Evelyn Cieslak 
Dick Chlebeck 
Lois Chlebeck 
Pam Chlebeck 
Tammye Cleveland 
Emily Coad 
Connie Collins 
John Colwell 
Pat Connolly 
Shannon Brown 
Cruz  

Roxanne Domini  
Danny Dressel 
Elijah Dressel 
John & Mary Duvlea  
Sage Erie 

Roberto Estrada  
Lindsey Falzone 
Lily Faufau 
Kathy Fleck 
Charlie Fleming  
Margaret Frank 
Joyce Garcia 
Loretta Goers 
Judy Graybill 
Jim Greengard  
Jackie Heintz 
Jose Henriquez 
Lillian Henriquez 
JeNeane Oppelt Hill  
Tom Hoffman 
Chad & Kathy 

Houston 
Cheryle Huberty 
Chuck Jasper 
Darrell Jensen 
Rachel Jensen 
Tim Jensen 
Tim Jesinek 
Richard Johnson 
Pam Kammeyer 
Patrick Kavanagh 
Greg King 
Mary King 
Charlene Klotz 
Cody Klotz 

Hank Klotz 
Brian Koepemick 
Joyce Kortuem 
Jane & Juda Koza 
Don Krieger 
Nancy Krieger 
Mike & Pearl Kush 
Ann Lasky 
Kitty Hartman 

Lehner  
Cesario Lopez, Sr. 
Cesario Lopez, III 
Delores Lopez 
Lily Rose Lopez 
Linda Diane Lopez 
Mario Lopez 
Gary MacCarthy  
Al Mangine 
Kitty Massara 
Casey Mencke 
Suzanne Mulner  
Neil Pechmann 
Jeff Peltier 
Mary Pederson 
Karen Pineda 
Mary Prawer 
Lars Romo 
Charles Roth  
Mr. Rudolph 
Karen Ruprecht 

Kaye Sauer 
Jim Schrammel 
Joan Schuebel 
Becky Scott 
Dave Seidel 
Mary Ann Sharratt  
Luna Sines 
Sue Smith 
Frances Snavely 
Dean Sonnek 
Bill Steinmeyer 
Eric Stotts 
Bill Sylvester 
Jeanette Teeters 
Steven Teeters 
Dorothy Vayder 
Bill & Ruth Veilleux  
Karla Walters 
Linda Weiss 
Barbara Winkle 
Roger Zedlik  
 

If you would like to add a loved one to our prayer list,  
please contact Martha at 651-738-2646 or mpraska@transfigurationmn.org. 

Masses will be offered for  
each of these intentions.  

 
Sunday, August 8 
Michael Monson † 
The People of Transfiguration 
Jose Lemus Ortiz † 
Monday, August 9 
Ramon Espinosa, Sr. † 
Tuesday, August 10 
Louie and B. J. Haak † 
Deanna Neuman † 
Wednesday, August 11 
Frank W. Heintz, Sr. † 
Thursday, August 12 
Dick, Sue and Kathy Smith  
Friday, August 13 
James L. Adams † 
Saturday, August 14 
Deceased Members of the  

C. R. Johnston Family † 
Virgil, Maxine and Bill Lange † 
Sunday, August 15 
JoAnn Preiner  † 
Bernadette Losinski † 
The People of Transfiguration  

Please pray for the health of these people 

If you are grieving the loss of a loved one, please 
consider joining our next GriefShare Support Group. 

Sessions will be Tuesday evenings 6:00-7:30 p.m. in the 
Normoyle Room beginning September 7, 2021.  

This 13-week program includes video presentations and 
group discussions to aide in the grief process of losing a 

loved one. Participants need not be parishioners.  
For more information, please contact Martha Praska: 

mpraska@transfigurationmn.org 



6 

We are committed to being a truly “pro-family” culture, a culture that recognizes parents’ primary role in the education 
of their children, encourages and promotes a radical openness to life, and strives to support families in their efforts to 
be holy and to form their beloved children into saints.  

At Transfiguration, our students are taught to exhibit 
the Three Pillars of our School:  

 
�Christian Discipleship 
�Academic Excellence  
�Great Love 

 
In addition to traditional classroom learning, students 
attend Mass weekly, have the opportunity for 
confession and adoration, cultivate a deeper understanding of the Catholic faith, and much more.  
Please contact tiger@transfigurationmn.org to set up a virtual tour and to learn about our affordable tuition. 

 
“The answer is easy: the people are the reason why I 
am at Transfiguration. The teachers and staff are 
always ready to help, and they are always friendly. 
Every day I walk into that school I feel welcomed and 
loved.” (Molly M., current 8th grader) 

We will be having Middle and High School 
Youth Group on Wednesday, August 11, from 
7:00-9:00 p.m. It will be an evening of games, 

pizza, and prayer. This is open to both 
parishioners and non-parishioners, and we are 
encouraging all to bring a friend. We ask for a 

$5 donation to help cover the cost of the pizza. 
Parents, R.S.V.P. to Melissa Phinney at 

mphinney@transfigurationmn.org and fill out 
the permission slip available on the parish 

website: transfigurationmn.org  

August 9 –13, Mr. McGuire will be hosting a summer music enrichment camp at Transfiguration. Two classes 
will be offered. From 9:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. there will be a beginning rock band class for any 6th-8th graders in the 
area. From 12:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m. there will be a beginning bucket drumming and mallets class for any 3rd-5th 

graders in the area. Both will have an outdoor concert on the final day. During this week Mr. McGuire will 
demonstrate other music instruments for students who are interested in playing in band or orchestra.  

It’s going to be a fun time! 
Contact Mr. McGuire at mmcguire@transfigurationmn.org for more information or check out the 

Transfiguration School website: transfigurationmn.org/school 

Class size is limited, so sign up soon to have a great music experience! 

This camp is open to all Transfiguration and non-transfiguration students. 



Follow us @  
facebook.com/
Transfigurationmn 

Join the conversation 
@ Twitter.com/ 
TransfigParish 

Listen to past homilies and watch 
other videos by going to 
Transfigurationmn.org/YouTube 

See what’s going on 
@ Instagram.com/
Transfig39 

 

At the end of July, the CDC revised its masking guidance.  Unlike the 2020 directives, as of July 30, there is no 
executive order by the MN governor, or required protocol issued by the MN Department of Health, mandating masks 
or distancing protocols.  There is also no mandate from the Archdiocese requiring masks or distancing protocols.   
 
At Transfiguration, we hope that all parishioners and visitors will continue to follow general health and safety 
protocols of staying home when sick, washing hands, wearing a mask when they determine it is necessary, and making 
the best decisions for themselves and for their loved ones.  We are blessed with a large worship space that provides 
room for you to choose seating that you are comfortable with along with the choice of four weekend Masses to 
attend.  Transfiguration staff is also following the general health and safety guidelines and will consult with and follow 
the guidance of their health professional if they are exposed to COVID-19. 
 
Music will be added to the 4 pm Saturday Vigil Mass in August, but we will continue to offer the 6 pm Sunday Mass 
with no music.  We also continue to offer  livestreamed Masses Sunday through Friday for those unable to attend 
Mass in person.  Please contact me at 651-501-2209 or eethier@transfigurationmn.org if you have specific questions 
or concerns. 
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DITTRICH LAW FIRM P.A.
GREGORY D. DITTRICH 

Parishioner
Family Law & Wills 

www.dittrichlawoffice.com 
Conveniently located at I-94 & Radio Dr.

651-730-6223          Free 1/2 Hr. Initial Consultation

Bank Local. Bank Premier.
Maplewood

651.777.7700
Woodbury

651.578.6998

Roseville 
651.633.8880

White Bear Lake
651.426.7800

www.premierbanks.com

Assisted living memory care
NOW OPEN

(651) 855-0909 | CerenitySeniorCare.com

4875  P i lo t  Knob  RD 
Eagan  MN 55122

651 - 456 - 8385
info@scarfonecontracting.com

scarfonecontracting.com
LIC #: BC 638621

Contact Jim Byrne
to place an ad today!
jbyrne@4LPi.com or
(800) 950-9952 x2596



Wulff Woodbury 
Funeral Home
Funeral Services • Cremation Services 

Advanced Planning  
 651-738-9615

2195 Woodlane Drive • Woodbury

  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  Transfiguration Catholic Church, Oakdale, MN A 4C 02-0162

Gormans
Family Restaurant

Since 1980

3 Miles E. of 694 on County Rd. 14, Lake Elmo, MN

651-770-2476
Hours: M-Sat 6am-8pm • Sun 7am-3pm 

Breakfast Served Anytime!

Relevant Radio 1330 AM 
“Catholic Radio–bridging the gap between faith & everyday life”

www.catholicscomehome.org
Together We Can End Abortion

Ed & Kathy Gorman, Parishioners

FREE ESTIMATE 
FINANCING

 

Rob Langer, Parishioner 

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION
651-429-0001 • www.srheatingcooling.com

HEATING • COOLING

PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF SERVICE ORDER. 
NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR DISCOUNT.

$10000 OFF 
Installation of Furnace or  

Air Conditioner - OR - 
$25000 OFF 

for Installation of BOTH

$2000 OFF 
WORK 

PERFORMED

www.FurlongsLiquor.com 

Hwy 36 & Century

779-7757

Voted Best Liquor Store 
Best Wine Selection 

Best Service Past 21 Years

Party Planning and delivery 

Open Late Night 8-10pm 
Monday - Saturday

SUN       RAY  
PLUMBING & HEATING INC

Residential • Commercial
 FOUR GENERATIONS STRONG

651-779-6823
GLENN ROESKE STEVE ROESKE

www.sunrayplumbing.com

Your search for a self 
storage facility is over!

NOW HIRING 
SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS!

Apply Online at: 
WorkatFirst.com

Shayne Hall 
Realtor, MN & WI

(651) 335-6607
www.HomesByShayne.com

Michael Justen, Master Plumber

651-605-5025    
www.justenplumbing.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

      

              

 Learn more - 

CuratioApostolate.com/ 
Transfiguration                  

                 Your Curatio representative, Sydney March RN parishioner

CURATIO: An Apostolate for Catholic Healthcare Professionals      
You are not alone. Find support in practicing your faith.        Grow in holiness.

Stock.adobe.com

651-776-2328
891 White Bear Ave St. Paul

www.optionsforwomeneast.com


