
Transfiguration exists 
to lead all those in the 
East Metro to Christ, 

the Source and Summit of 
our daily and eternal lives 

6133 15th Street North
Oakdale, MN 55128

Monday-Thursday: 
8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Friday: 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Phone: 651-738-2646
After-hours Emergency:

651-501-2250
mpraska@transfigurationmn.org
bulletin@transfigurationmn.org

Office: 651-501-2220
Attendance Line: 651-501-2255

tiger@transfigurationmn.org

           
oy to the world, 

     The Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King!
A blessed Christmas to you all, and a sincere word of 
welcome to all visitors on this graced weekend. May the 

Little King of Bethlehem, found even now in the tabernacles of the Church, fill 
your hearts with joy and peace.  May He transfigure your life and all those you 
love, so that you may glow with His beauty and strength. 

Transfiguration exists to bring all those in the East Metro to Christ, the 
Source and Summit of our daily and eternal lives. We believe that the Lord 
has called us to be an evangelical community, that is, a community of mission.  
We do not exist for ourselves – we exist to make Jesus known and loved by all, 
particularly those within our neighborhood and in our community. Our 
devotion to the East Metro is not of course because we feel the Gospel is only 
for those in our own part of town. Rather, we understand that the Lord has 
established our parish in a particular place with particular needs and challenges 
and joys, and it is to these realities we must bring Jesus. And we feel that we must 
bring Jesus because it is He alone who can satisfy and save us and our neighbors.  o eighghbors. 

Saturday: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday: 8:30 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 
6:00 p.m.

Monday-Saturday:  8:00 a.m.
Be sure to check the weekly 
calendar for holiday changes.

Adoration of  the shepherds by Gerard van Honthorst



CLERGY
Fr. John Paul Erickson, Pastor
651-738-2646 - frerickson@transfigurationmn.org

     
Fr. Brian Lynch, Associate Pastor            
651-738-2646 - frlynch@transfigurationmn.org    

Dan Brewer, Deacon
651-738-2646 - dbrewer@transfigurationmn.org

FORMATION STAFF
Justin Kortuem, Director   
651-501-2207 - jkortuem@transfigurationmn.org

     
Melissa Phinney, Coordinator
651-501-2202 - mphinney@transfigurationmn.org

    
LITURGY & MUSIC
Shantel Schallenkamp, Liturgy Coordinator
651-501-2206 - sschallenkamp@transfigurationmn.org

PARISH OFFICE STAFF
Erin Ethier, Parish Administrator
651-501-2209 - eethier@transfigurationmn.org     

    
Kim Connolly, Finance Assistant
651-501-2208 - kconnolly@transfigurationmn.org

Sue Hilo, Operations Assistant
651-501-2224 - shilo@transfigurationmn.org     

    
Daniel Orsinger, Communications
651-501-2201 - dorsinger@transfigurationmn.org

Martha Praska, Secretary & 
Safe Environment Coordinator                                    
651-738-2646 - mpraska@transfigurationmn.org

Phil Stoffel, Director of Maintenance        
651-501-2245 - pstoffel@transfigurationmn.org

Kathy Weed, Administrative Assistant  
651-738-2646 - kweed@transfigurationmn.org

SCHOOL
Eileen Douglass, Principal
651-501-2216 - edouglass@transfigurationmn.org

Kristen Thomas, Preschool Director 
651-501-2239 - kthomas@transfigurationmn.org

AFTER HOURS PASTORAL
EMERGENCY NUMBER    
651-501-2250

VICTIM/SURVIVOR SITE & HOTLINE
Safe-environment.archspm.org     
651-291-4475
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If you are interested in becoming Catholic please join our 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults offerings that take place on 
Thursday evenings from 6:30 p.m.-8:00 p.m.

If you have a child needing to be baptized or if you are expecting a 
child soon, please call the parish office at 651-738-2646 to make 
arrangements for an individual Baptism class.

If you would like to celebrate your wedding at Transfiguration, 
please contact the parish office at least nine months in advance.

Transfiguration will celebrate a Mass of Christian Burial for 
Richard Morgan on Monday, Dec. 20 at 11am. Please Keep 
Richard and his family in your prayers.

Follow us @ facebook.com/
Transfigurationmn

Tune into Transfiguration in 
Oakdale on your favorite 
podcast app

See what’s going on @ 
Instagram.com/Transfig39

Listen to past homilies and
watch other videos by going
to Transfigurationmn.org/

See our insert for more information about our school open houses.

See more of the happenings at Transfiguration by following us on our 
social media platforms.
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Call 651-738-2646 to learn more about our Parish and how to get involved. Welcome!

All ladies 21 and over are invited to join us for our first 
Women’s Night of 2022 on January 19 at 7:00 p.m. 

January 19 will be “Prize Bingo.” Come play bingo for a 
chance to win fabulous prizes! The evening is FREE 

thanks to the Transfiguration Council of Catholic 
Women (TCCW) who sponsor the women’s nights at 

Transfiguration. You do not need to be a parishioner or 
Catholic to come and enjoy this fun evening. Food and 
beverages will be provided throughout the night. If you 
have any questions, please contact Melissa Phinney at 

mphinney@transfigurationmn.org or 651-501-2202.

Looking to have a fun time out with the guys?
Then join the men of Transfiguration for our 

men’s nights! We gather together regularly to celebrate 
the gift of brotherhood and have a great time doing so! 

In the past we have had smoker poker, 
whiskey tasting , Vikings watch party, and other fun 
activities. Who knows, you may find that this kind of 

brotherhood is something you never knew you 
needed.

Our next men’s night will be here at Transfiguration 
on February 9 at 7:00 p.m. We will be feasting on 

BBQ smoked ribs and hanging out! Invite your 
buddies, coworkers, brothers, father, cousins, and 
neighbors for an awesome night and bring your 

appetite for this one!
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Looking for a group of men to share your faith with and 
hold you accountable to becoming the man God created 
you to be? Looking for some support in your vocation as 
a father and husband? Looking for virtuous brotherhood 
but have not found it elsewhere? If you answered “Yes” 
to any of these questions then a men’s small group might 
be just the thing you are looking for. Transfiguration has 
two men’s small groups that meet every other Saturday 

morning from 6:30-8:00 a.m. for prayer, study, and 
mutual support. 

These groups are filled with great men who will be a 
benefit not only to you, but to your family. You might 
even find friends to help you with weekend projects at 

your house. Our next session is January 1. 
No need to RSVP. Contact Justin Kortuem at 

jkortuem@transfigurationmn.org for more information 

and to be included in the upcoming communications.
Many of the men in these groups also play basketball in 
our school gym at 8:00 p.m. on Wednesdays. This is a 
great time to compete and exercise good sportsmanship 
together. All are men are welcome, so come join us and 

bring a friend! Bring a light shirt and a dark shirt and  

Experience community at Transfiguration through a
Women’s Bible Study

Another glass of wine, just one more episode on Netflix, 
a little more scrolling on Instagram… Women are 

numbing out at ever-increasing rates. Why? What is it 
about our lives that makes us feel so overwhelmed? 

What might change if we figured out how to build lives 
that we like?

Ordering Your Priorities: Building a Life Well Lived is an 
immensely practical Bible study that will help you put the 

most important things first. We’ll begin by paying 
attention to the One who made us, because He can best 

tell us what we need for our lives to run well.

Ordering Your Priorities, an eight-lesson Bible 
study, is ideal if you…

� Are ready to discover not only what matters most in 
life but also how to prioritize those things,

� Long to feel satisfied at the end of the day, knowing 
that you’ve loved your family not just in your heart 

but also in your schedule, 
� Want to create a life you don’t need to escape from.

Groups will begin meeting at the end of January and sign 
up information will be available after Christmas.  Please 
contact Lynn Osborne at losborne43@gmail.com or 

Erin Ethier at 651-501-2209 or 
eethier@transfigurationmn.org for more information.
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Join us for our annual New Member Dinner Saturday, January 15 at 5:00 p.m. 
to welcome all new members who 
have joined us this past year. 
This dinner is an annual event 
where we take time to recognize 
all who have joined the parish in 
the last year and welcome them 
into the community. The evening 
includes a social hour, music, 
dinner, drinks, games, and a short 
program. All our welcome to join 
us for this exciting evening. Space 
is limited, so we encourage you to 
register earlier. 
We are also in the need of table 
hosts. This $200 donation per table will help cover the cost of food and drinks for 
the evening. 
New members will be receiving an invite for this special night. 
Registration for new members and table hosts are now open. 
Registration for the rest of the parish will be open starting 
January 5. Family and non-parishioners are also welcome.
Please visit our website or scan the QR code to register. 
If you have any questions, please contact Melissa 
Phinney at mphinney@transfigurationmn.org or 651-501-2202.

Masses will be offered for 
each of these intentions.

Sunday, December 26
Greg & Loretta Dittrich
Dr. Dave and Bev Spencer †
The People of Transfiguration
Monday, December 27
Christine & Brian Shriver
Tuesday, December 28
Victims of Abortion
Helen Gorman †
Wednesday, December 29
Fr. James Hall †
Thursday, December 30
Mike Sorensen †
Friday, December 31
Poor Souls
Saturday, January 1
Virginia & Walter Ricker †
All Mothers
Sunday, January 2
Art Sousa †
The People of Transfiguration

Come on out to Transfiguration 
January 21  at 7:00 p.m. to watch the 
world renowned “The Chosen” TV 
series that chronicles the life of Jesus 

and his disciples. We will have popcorn, 
pizza and drinks. Spread the word and 
invite your neighbors, strangers, family, 

and friends! 

Christmas doesn’t end on December 25; in 
fact, the season is just beginning! 

Our young adult group (ages 21-39) at 
Transfiguration will be celebrating 

Christmas with a PARTY on 
January 8 at 5:00 p.m. This will be an 

evening of community with fun activities. 
Dinner is provided, but feel free to bring a 
dessert to share. All young adults (single, 
married, kids, no kids) are invited to join. 
You do not need to be a parishioner to 

attend, so invite your friends!

All are invited to join us for a 
monthly picnic at 11:30 a.m.. Bring 
your own brunch and join us. The 

local parish is meant to be a 
community of believers that not 
only worship together, but also 

share life together. Come and get to 
know other parishioners and build 

lasting relationships! 
Our next two picnics are 

January 23 and February 20.
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Friday, December 24: Christmas Eve - Offices Closed
No 8:00 a.m. Mass or Adoration
4:00 p.m. – Holy Mass (Incense)
10:00 p.m. – Holy Mass (Incense)
Saturday, December 25: Christmas Day
8:30 a.m. – Holy Mass 
10:30 a.m. – Holy Mass (Incense)
*No 4:00 p.m. Mass or Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Sunday, December 26: Feast of the Holy Family
7:30-7:55 a.m. – Sacrament of Reconciliation
8:30 a.m. – Holy Mass (High Altar) 
10:30 a.m. – Holy Mass (Incense)
*No 6:00 p.m. Mass
Monday, December 27-Offices Closed
8:00 a.m. – Holy Mass

Tuesday, December 28: Feast of the Holy Innocents
8:00 a.m. – Holy Mass
Noon-12:30 p.m. – Sacrament of Reconciliation
Noon-1:00 p.m. – Private Prayer/Adoration
*No 5:00 p.m. Mass 
Wednesday, December 29
8:00 a.m. – Holy Mass
9:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m. – Adoration with prayer intention for 

our parish school (in chapel)
8:00-10:00 p.m. – Men’s Basketball
Thursday, December 30-Offices Close at 1:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m. –  Holy Mass
Noon-12:30 p.m. – Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Noon-1:00 p.m. – Private Prayer/Adoration
7:00-8:00 p.m. – AA Meeting
Friday, December 31-Offices Closed
*No Adoration 
8:00 a.m. - Holy Mass
Saturday, January 1: Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, the Mother of God
6:30-8:00 a.m. – Men’s Small Group
8:00 a.m. - Holy Mass
3:15-3:50 p.m. – Sacrament of Reconciliation 
4:00 p.m.. – Holy Mass
Sunday, January 2: The Epiphany of the Lord
7:30-7:55 a.m. – Sacrament of Reconciliation
8:30 a.m. – Holy Mass
9:30 a.m. – Blessing of Expectant Mothers
10:30 a.m. – Holy Mass (High Altar) (Incense)
11:30 a.m. – Blessing of Expectant Mothers
6:00 p.m. – Holy Mass

There is no other One for whom to wait - He alone is the One 
sent to save. Without Him we are lost; with Him we will live 
forever. 
In these particularly challenging times, it is my hope and prayer 
that Transfiguration continues to grow into a place of real 
refuge and real challenge. Refuge, because it is a place of joy, 
friendship, prayer and sacramental beauty; challenge, because 
the Lord has not come to merely comfort us. He has come to 
set us on fire for love of His Father and His people, 
particularly the poor and weak.  And, frankly, to be set on fire 
is painful! But without His purifying love, and the changes He 
demands of us, we will die of cold – cold hearts, cold dreams, 
cold aspirations – with little life and doomed to die in our small 
mindedness and pettiness. Draw near to Him in the manger, 
the Eucharist and the poor. He will both console you and call 
you. He will transfigure you!  
I believe the Lord is calling Transfiguration to be a place of 
profound community, where we look after each other, know 
each other, and both support and challenge each other in our 
walk with the Lord. There is just no way to live the Catholic 
Faith alone – it must be lived with others. Hence, we offer 
many opportunities to gather together.  But we also must be a 
place of worship and sacrifice. Indeed, every Catholic parish 
exists primarily to celebrate the sacraments, preeminently the 
Holy Mass, the source and summit of the Christian Faith. And 
so we take the celebration of the sacraments seriously here, and 
attempt to celebrate them with dignity and devotion.  What is 
more, the parish is a place of encounter with the Word of God, 
and so we seek to preach boldly and clearly the full teachings 
of our life-giving Catholic Faith. We are not ashamed of the 
Gospel.  
If you are looking for a spiritual home, we hope you will 
consider Transfiguration.  In addition, if you have grade-school 
aged children, I hope you will consider our parochial school, 
which features grade-levels pre-k through 8. We are building a 
culture of Christian Discipleship, Academic Excellence, and 
Great Love, and would love for you and your children to join 
us.  And all at an affordable price!  
A blessed Christmas to all.  Jesus Christ has come to save us.  
Come, let us adore Him!
In Christ, the Transfigured and Transfiguring One,
Fr. Erickson            

The most up-to-date information about 
Transfiguration can be found using the 
MyParish App. Access the app by 
scanning the QR code on the right.



As we near the end of 2021, now is the time to consider a gift to our Together in Gratitude, Forward in Hope campaign. 
We are grateful for the support we have received so far but for us to reach our $2.5 million goal to significantly reduce 
our debt, we need all families to participate. A gift in any amount will help us reach our goal.

What are the tax benefits to making a gift before the end of the year?
For parishioners who itemize deductions on their annual tax return, gifts made by December 31 can be claimed as a 
charitable tax deduction on your 2021 tax return.

What are some of the ways to make a year-end gift?
The most common way to give is a cash donation and is as simple as writing a check, authorizing a charge on your 
credit card or automatic withdrawal. A donor can total up their cash gifts to any qualifying organization for 2021 and 
claim a deduction for up to 50% of their adjusted gross income.

As of December 2015, a law was signed that make IRA charitable rollovers permanent. This charitable giving tool al-
lows donors to contribute directly from their IRA. Some provisions include:

Individuals must be age 70 ½ or older to make a tax-free gift from their IRA.
The maximum amount an individual can contribute in a taxable year is $100,000.
Charitable distributions must be made to a qualified charity like a parish, Catholic school or diocese.
The distributions must be made directly from the donor’s IRA to the charity.
The distribution does not give the donor a charitable tax deduction, but it does lower the donor’s adjust gross in-

come and may save in ordinary income taxes.

Thank you for your continued support of Transfiguration.
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DITTRICH LAW FIRM P.A.
GREGORY D. DITTRICH 

Parishioner
Family Law & Wills 

www.dittrichlawoffice.com 
Conveniently located at I-94 & Radio Dr.

651-730-6223          Free 1/2 Hr. Initial Consultation

Bank Local. Bank Premier.
Maplewood

651.777.7700
Woodbury

651.578.6998

Roseville 
651.633.8880

White Bear Lake
651.426.7800

www.premierbanks.com

Assisted living memory care
NOW OPEN

(651) 855-0909 | CerenitySeniorCare.com

4875  P i lo t  Knob  RD 
Eagan  MN 55122

651 - 456 - 8385
info@scarfonecontracting.com

scarfonecontracting.com
LIC #: BC 638621

Contact Jim Byrne
to place an ad today!
jbyrne@4LPi.com or
(800) 950-9952 x2596

McGraw Income Tax
Individual Income Tax Preparation

Including Income Taxes of Trusts and Estates (Form 1041)
Over 30 Years’ Experience

Working with Income Taxes
Reasonable Fees - Se habla Español

Call or Text: 763-321-0359
Peter McGraw

Blessed Sacrament Parishioner



Wulff Woodbury 
Funeral Home
Funeral Services • Cremation Services 

Advanced Planning  
 651-738-9615

2195 Woodlane Drive • Woodbury
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Gormans
Family Restaurant

Since 1980

3 Miles E. of 694 on County Rd. 14, Lake Elmo, MN

651-770-2476
Hours: M-Sat 7am-8pm • Sun 7am-3pm 

Breakfast Served Anytime!

Relevant Radio 1330 AM 
“Catholic Radio–bridging the gap between faith & everyday life”

www.catholicscomehome.org
Together We Can End Abortion

Ed & Kathy Gorman, Parishioners

FREE ESTIMATE 
FINANCING

 

Rob Langer, Parishioner 

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION
651-429-0001 • www.srheatingcooling.com

HEATING • COOLING

PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF SERVICE ORDER. 
NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR DISCOUNT.

$10000 OFF 
Installation of Furnace or  

Air Conditioner - OR - 
$25000 OFF 

for Installation of BOTH

$2000 OFF 
WORK 

PERFORMED

www.FurlongsLiquor.com 

Hwy 36 & Century

779-7757

Voted Best Liquor Store 
Best Wine Selection 

Best Service Past 21 Years

Party Planning and delivery 

Open Late Night 8-10pm 
Monday - Saturday

SUN       RAY  
PLUMBING & HEATING INC

Residential • Commercial
 FOUR GENERATIONS STRONG

651-779-6823
GLENN ROESKE	 STEVE ROESKE

www.sunrayplumbing.com

Your search for a self 
storage facility is over!

NOW HIRING 
SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS!

Apply Online at: 
WorkatFirst.com

Shayne Hall 
Realtor, MN & WI

(651) 335-6607
www.HomesByShayne.com

Michael Justen, Master Plumber

651-605-5025    
www.justenplumbing.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

651-776-2328
891 White Bear Ave St. Paul

www.optionsforwomeneast.com

WE ARE 
HIRING!

Great Pay • No Stress 
No nights/weekends 
Paid Vacation 
Full Time & Part Time

Local & Woman Owned!
www.sparklemn.com/employment

Our family serving yours, always
providing compassionate &

professional service with
affordable options

Michael O’Halloran, Owner
(651) 702-0301

www.ohalloranmurphy.com


