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     "Behold, magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem,
saying 'Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We
saw his star at its rising and have come to do him
homage.'"  How strange to journey so far for perhaps
so little. Of course the magi go to the capitol city. Of
course they entreat with King Herod. Of course this is
where they expect newborn royalty to be. But where
is the child?  "In Bethlehem of Judea”, the scribes
say. And so the magi go on to what is yet another
Christmas miracle.
     We don't know where the magi met the Christ
Child, but it cannot have been lavish. Perhaps it was
the stable. Perhaps it was a small hovel Joseph had
found to wait out the census. But it would have been
the home of a laborer, worn and threadbare. Here, in
this unassuming abode, the magi are sti l l
"overjoyed...they prostrated themselves and did him
homage”.
     Have you ever gotten to the end of a great work
and found the results to be underwhelming? How did
you respond? Were you disappointed or elated at
God's providence and your upended expectations?
The magi journeyed hundreds of miles over
treacherous terrain to pay homage to royalty they
have seen prophesied in the stars. They encountered
an ordinary family displaced from their home. This
Sunday, the magi are an example for us. Can we see
God in the unexpected? Do we encounter Him in the
person who doesn't fit our expectations of propriety?
Do we revere Christ's presence in the poor? Or do we
expect to meet God only in places of honor and
esteem? This week, ask God for the grace to honor
Him in the unexpected places and unassuming
people. He is waiting for you!
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Questions of the Week
How has an encounter with the Lord led me in a
new way?  Am I willing to change my route in

the future? 

Everyday Stewardship
     "The Story of the Other Wise Man" by Henry Van
Dyke was first published in 1895. It tells the fictional
story of Artaban, a fourth wise man who began a
journey to visit Jesus, the newborn King. Unlike his
fellow Magi, he failed to make it there for the birth of
Jesus because he kept pausing to help various
people in need. In fact, it took him about 33 years of
searching before his quest comes to an abrupt end
when he is hit in the head with a falling roof shingle.
His final breath takes place in Jerusalem near the
place where Jesus is being crucified. As he lies dying,
he hears the voice of Jesus telling him that the gifts
he has given all along the way to "the least of these"
he has actually given to Jesus himself.
     If you have never read this story or seen the
made-for-television movie based on the tale, you
really should seek it out. It is a story that reminds us
of a profound truth: Jesus himself rests in the lives of
all those around us in need. In the story, it was the
wise man's constant response to a stewardship call
that prevented him from getting where he wanted to
go. In the end, where he needed to go was more
significant than where he thought he should go.
     If we live lives of generosity and graciousness, we
may find ourselves on constant detours from the road
on which we are traveling. It is in the detours and the
unexpected circumstances of our journey that often
times we find our true purpose in life. We think God is
somewhere we must travel to, when in reality, God is
closer than we think in the least likely of places.

(-- Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS)

They were overjoyed at seeing the star, and on entering
the house they saw the child with Mary his mother. They
prostrated themselves and did him homage. Then they
opened their treasures and offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh.    -- Mt 2:10-11



ANNOUNCEMENT
The Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, Mother
of Christ are inviting men and woman, who while still
living their individual life style, respond to a call from
God to live out their Christian commitment by sharing
in the life of prayer, mission and charism. 

When:  February 8, 2020
(lst meetng)

Where:  The Convent 
Time:  4:00 PM 

Mon. 8:00AM Irene & Lenny Kimmes
Tue. 8:00AM Pearl Tenney 
Wed. 8:00AM Oscar Brusseau     
Wed. 8:00AM-3:00PM Mass and Adoration in 
     the Church 
Thur.   8:00AM Perra Family 
Fri. 8:00AM Rudy Pelz
Sat . 4:00PM Private Confessions
Sat . 5:00PM Living & Deceased 
     Members of the CCW
Sun. 9:30AM OLV Parishioners

WEEK OF JANUARY 5TH - JANUARY 11TH

Pray for ... the sick in our community.
Our homebound and nursing home residents,

and those who care for them.
The deceased of our parish, especially Bernette
Brown whose funeral was December 27th, and 

the family and friends who morn them. 

Sunday:   Isaiah 1, Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6, 
      Matthew 2:1-12
Monday:    1John 3-22--4:6, Matthew
      4:12-17, 23-25
Tuesday:   1 John 4:7-10, Mark 6:34-44
Wednesday:     1 John 4:11-18, Mark 6:45-52
Thursday:    1 John 4:19--5:4, Luke 4:14-22a  
Friday:              1 John 5:5-13, Luke 5:12-16
Saturday:    1 Jphn 5:14-21, ohn 3:22-30 

Readings for the Week of January 5th

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Saturday, January 11th - 5:00 PM

Gen Hyde
Sunday, January 12th - 9:30 AM

Pat Amundson  
LECTORS

Saturday, January 11th - 5:00 PM
Judy Cameron 

Sunday, January 12th - 9:30 AM
Gabriel Kaizer  

MONEY COUNTERS
Sunday, January 12th

Mike Dorr, Doug Gillen and Mike Zachmann

Observances for the Week of January 5th
Monday: Memorial of St. Andre Bessette 
Tuesday: Memorial of St. Raymond of Penyafort 
    Julian Calendar Christmas 

Next Sunday: Baptism of the Lord 

I would like to thank all the parishioners for the
cards and gifts I received this Christmas.  Your
generosity was greatly appreciated.  May the
peace and joy of this season be with you and
your family.  Wishing you a Blessed New Year!

Father Hayes

Epiphany of the Lord                                                         January 5, 2020

Sunday,  January 5th  
Last day for the Christmas Sox Collection 

Synod Prayer & Listening Event
Holy Cross Church 

1:00 - 4:00 PM 
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GEARTY-DELMORE 

FUNERAL CHAPEL

763-537-4511 

3888 W. Broadway

Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries  
& Cremation serviCes

 Robbinsdale • 763-537-2333 Swanson • 612-529-9691 Crystal Lake • 612-521-3677 

 4239 W. Broadway Lowry at Irving Ave. No. Penn Ave No & Dowling 

www.washburn-mcreavy.com

P & D  
MECHANICAL

4629 41st Ave. N. 
763-533-2218

#M0674

PLUMBING AND HEATING
www.pdmechanical.net

Contact John Kirchner 
to place an ad today! 

jkirchner@4LPi.com or 
(800) 950-9952 x2458

Serving the community for  
over 100 years with compassion  

and concern at a time of need

Osseo           763-424-4000
Brooklyn Ctr      765-533-3000


