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     Today's Gospel is one of tension and
contradiction. We enter the scene at the local
synagogue. It is near the beginning of Jesus' earthly
ministry, and he has returned home to Nazareth for a
short while. There, in the midst of the men who
watched him grow up and who played with him as a
boy in the dusty streets, Jesus proclaims that he is
the fulfillment of the Messianic prophecies of Isaiah.
The response is understandably mixed. "All spoke
highly of him and were amazed at the gracious words
that came from his mouth. They also asked, 'Isn't this
the son of Joseph?'" 
     Jesus reminds them - none too gently - of the
Israelites' rejection of the prophets throughout history.
Not only did the people ignore Elijah and Elisha, but
they worked miracles among the pagans instead.
Then comes the rage. "They rose up, drove him out
of the town, and led him to the brow of the hill on
which their town had been built, to hurl him down
headlong." 
     No one likes to be reminded of their own faults. In
the deeply religious Jewish society, nobody wanted to
be the unfaithful one. Jesus exposes the sins of the
community, and it drives them not to conversion, but
to rage. We can consider our own time. How often,
when someone is contracted, do they quickly resort to
anger, name-calling, and undermining the reputation
of the other? How quickly we want to destroy! This
Sunday, we ought to consider our own lives. Do we
listen to the prophetic voices around us, even when
they threaten to upturn our expectations? If we hear
something difficult, something that reminds us of our
own sin, do we accept the opportunity to prayerfully
ponder? If we allow ourselves to be open to the
prophetic voices in our own lives, we'll notice that
God speaks through the unexpected, if we have ears
to hear it.

Our Lady of Victory                                                Minneapolis MN 
Everyday Stewardship

     If you feel strongly about something, you might
want to share your thoughts and feelings with others.
When that something has to do with things such as
food, art, or travel, others might show an interest, so
the conversation is enjoyable. However, when that
something is politics or religion, watch out! The
conversation can quickly turn to debate and then to
anger. That can be anything but enjoyable. 
     The Gospel does not always lead to joy when
initially presented. Sometimes, it convicts us and
makes us see the error of our ways. Other times, it
seems what is asked of us is too hard and requires
us to step out of our comfort zone. When Jesus
spoke the truth about the Kingdom of God, not
everyone cheered. That was never a reason to be
silent.
     Stewardship living allows us to give witness to
the Gospel with few words. Our actions speak very
loudly. However, no one should ever be left to
wonder why you and I would choose to do the things
we do. What a shame it would be if you passed away
and at your funeral people commented on how great
a person you were, but they had no idea you were a
Christian. People need to understand the “why” of
what we do. The truth is that there is great joy in
being a disciple of Jesus Christ. Don’t rob others of
the chance to know that joy for themselves. 

(-- Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS)

Questions of the Week
Whom do I ignore without even considering that
they may be speaking the truth?  How can I be
more open and attentive to other people’s voices?

ANNOUNCEMENT
The St. Alphonsus Parish Council of Catholic Women
would like to invite all Women of our parish to their
2020 Women’s Day of Reflection on Saturday,
February 15th from 8:00 AM to 2:00 PM.  The
speaker is Liz Kelly, an award winning author.  She will
lead us in discussion on the topic of  “He knows You by
Heart”.
The day will begin with Mass at 8:00 AM with
registration and a light breakfast at  8:30 AM. followed
by the speaker’s message, Rosary, Benediction and
lunch.  Tickets are $15.00 and must be purchased by
February 8th.  You can contact the Parish Office at
763-561-5100 or Jean at 612-554-3907. 



***************THANK YOU******************
To all of you who sent get well wishes and offered
prayers for me during my surgery and recovery. 
I really appreciated your support.  God Bless You
All!!

Richard Braun

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                       February 2, 2020

Sun.    9:30AM OLV Parishioners
Mon. 8:00AM Anna and Andrew
     Vavreck
Tue. 8:00AM Renee Fellman
Wed. 8:00AM Grace Tenney 
Wed. 8:00AM-3:00PM Mass and Adoration in 
     the Church 
Thur.   8:00AM Jan Gephart
Fri. 8:00AM Archbishop Harry Flynn
Sat . 4:00PM Private Confessions
Sat 5:00PM Orville and David 
     Bistodeau

WEEK OF FEBRUARY 2ND  -  FEBRUARY 8TH

Pray for ... the sick in our community.
Our homebound and nursing home residents,

and those who care for them.
The deceased of our parish,

and the family and friends who mourn them,

Sunday:    Malachi 3:1-4, Hebrews 2:14-18,
      Luke 2:22-40
Monday:    2 Samuel 15:13-14,30; 16:5-13
      Mark 5:1-20
Tuesday:    2 Samuel 18:9-10, 14b, 24-25a, 
      30-19:3, Mark 5:21-43
Wednesday:  2 Samuel 24:2, 9-17, Mark 6:1-6 
Thursday:    1 Kings 2:1-4, 10-12, Mark 6:7-13
Friday:    Sirach 47:2-11, Mark 6:14-29
Saturday:   1 Kings 3:4-13, Mark 6:30-34 

Readings for the Week of February 2nd

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Saturday, February 8th - 5:00 PM

Sr. Mary Loveth
Sunday, February 9th - 9:30 AM

Sue Arneson 
LECTORS

Saturday, February 8th - 5:00 PM
Delores Wegner

Sunday, February 9th - 9:30 AM
Pat Amundson

MONEY COUNTERS
Sunday, February 9th

Sue Arneson, Rolande Banwell,
Tom & Lorraine Shinnick

Observances for the Week of February 2nd
Sunday: World Day for Consecrated Life 
Monday: Memorial of St. Blaise
     Memorial of St. Ansgar
Wednesday:  Memorial of St. Agatha
Thursday: Memorial of St. Paul Miki 
     and Companions
Saturday: Memorial of St. Jerome Emiliani
     Memorial of St. Josephine
     Bakhita
     Memorial of the Blessed Virgin 
     Mary 
     International Day of Prayer 
     and Awareness against Human 
     Trafficking 

WEEKEND COLLECTION
January 25th / 26th - $1,723.00

With the change in tax laws, some taxpayers
won’t be itemizing their deductions.  However, if
you would like a copy of your 2019 contribution
information, you can call the Rectory Office
(612-529-7788) and make arrangements to have
a copy mailed to you.

SYNOD Prayer and Listening Events
Saturday: March 4th,  ***  9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
     ***  (note time change)

The Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, 
Mother of Christ 
First Prayer Meeting 

Saturday:  February 8th, 4:00 PM in the Convent
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GEARTY-DELMORE 

FUNERAL CHAPEL

763-537-4511 

3888 W. Broadway

Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries  
& Cremation serviCes

 Robbinsdale • 763-537-2333 Swanson • 612-529-9691 Crystal Lake • 612-521-3677 

 4239 W. Broadway Lowry at Irving Ave. No. Penn Ave No & Dowling 

www.washburn-mcreavy.com

P & D  
MECHANICAL

4629 41st Ave. N. 
763-533-2218

#M0674

PLUMBING AND HEATING
www.pdmechanical.net

Contact John Kirchner 
to place an ad today! 

jkirchner@4LPi.com or 
(800) 950-9952 x2458

Serving the community for  
over 100 years with compassion  

and concern at a time of need

Osseo           763-424-4000
Brooklyn Ctr      765-533-3000


