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A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR 

 
�e Basilica is our spiritual home—a place of welcome. We want each person who enters �e 
Basilica to feel safe. �e Basilica will follow all state health and safety guidelines.  
 
You will see new practices and policies when you return. �e policies will continue to change 
as we monitor the o�cial guidelines. Pre-registration for Mass is required at mary.org or call 
our Director of Engagement at 612.317.3417.  
 
Please review all of the protocols on the registration form. Your cooperation in these 
extraordinary times embodies our vision to seek the well-being of our community. Archbishop 
Hebda’s dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass continues. 
 
We will continue to livestream Mass Monday through Friday at Noon and Sunday at 9:30am at 
mary.org and Facebook live at facebook.com/BasilicaMpls.  
 
Rev. John M. Bauer 
Pastor, �e Basilica of Saint Mary 

88 N 17th St 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 
612.333.1381 
mary.org 

Seek the well-being of the city to which I have sent you. Pray for it to the Lord. 
For in seeking its well-being, you shall �nd your own. Jeremiah 29:7 
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THE ART OF PREACHING �

Many years ago I used to give a talk to seminarians about taking responsibility for their spiritual growth after their ordination. One of 
the recommendations I o=ered them was that when they prepared their homilies each week they spend some time re>ecting on the 
scriptures for the coming Sunday with some of their parishioners.  
 
My reasoning was that the scriptures—as the inspired word of God—speak to each person di=erently. I reminded them that as 
celibate males it can be helpful to hear how the scriptures speak to women, to those who are 
married, and those of di=erent ages. I also told them that over the years, I have been continually and 
pleasantly surprised—and often humbled—by the insights and wisdom of parishioners as they 
shared how a particular scriptural passage spoke to them. I always closed by telling them that it was 
the height of foolishness and hubris for a priest, deacon, or bishop to think that in preparing a 
homily they can’t bene@t from the insights of others.  

 
Now, I know most people reading this column aren’t preparing to become preachers. But you do 
participate in the homily each week, by listening to it and re>ecting on how it a=ects or re>ects your 
life. Given this, your insights are important and can provide a grounding in reality for the homilist.  

 
I would hope parishioners would feel con@dent and comfortable enough to let a preacher know 
when he has missed the mark and failed to tie the homily to your lived experience. A good preacher 
can learn from feedback from his parishioners. �at doesn’t mean just telling a priest his homily was 
“good” or “bad.” Instead it may involve telling the priest about a speci@c point that resonated with 
you or raising a question about something you didn’t understand.  
 
Preaching is an art not a science. Preparing a homily takes time and e=ort, and an openness to God’s 
grace and the guidance of the Holy Spirit. In my experience, however, priests often face three major 
pitfalls in regard to preaching. 1. Super@ciality; 2. Splitting; and 3. Spilling. Let me say a word about each of these.  
 
Super�ciality occurs when the preacher spouts glib bromides and tired maxims instead of taking the time to do background reading 
and research, prayerful re>ection on the scriptures, and welcoming and listening to the insights of others. It may be easy to be sweet 
and sugary in preaching, but the people in the pews deserve better.  
 
Splitting occurs when the preacher tells people how they should live and act, but isn’t living and acting that way himself. In its worst 
form, this has occurred with abusive priests, but it also occurs when a preacher is telling people to be good, kind, forgiving, generous 
and loving, and isn’t doing this in his own life. People pick up on this almost immediately. It takes a certain amount of humility to be 
able to say: We need to do these things and I struggle with them in my own life. �is is a vital aspect of preaching.  
 
Spilling in preaching is perhaps the worst o=ense for preachers. Spilling occurs when a preacher decides to talk about their personal 
issues, or uses the pulpit to express his own opinion on a political issue. For example, when I was growing up I remember hearing a 
homily on the evils of chlorinated water. I also have heard priests preach about how poorly they have been treated by people in their 
parish.  
 
To this day, I have no idea where these priests found these themes in the scriptures, but nonetheless they preached on them. �ese 
are good examples of spilling. At base, spilling is an abuse of the power of the pulpit. �e person who is spilling may use the scriptures 
as a springboard, but in reality all they are doing is using the pulpit to promote their own ideas and agenda. It is always and 
everywhere, wrong.  
 
�e power of preaching is not to deliver holy truth from on high, but to connect people’s everyday experience with the extraordinary 
experience and presence of God. Preparing and giving a homily should be an opportunity and an occasion for spiritual growth. Most 
priests I know take preaching very seriously and work hard at it. I suspect, though, that there have been times when we have all been 
guilty of super@ciality, splitting, or spilling. And unfortunately, some do this on a regular basis. One of the best ways to prevent this is 
to take the time and make the e=ort to listen to what the scriptures are saying to others, to consider the lives of the people in the 
pews, and to connect God to their everyday live. �at can help us hear more clearly and keenly what God has to say to us in the 
scriptures.  

Fr. John M. Bauer 
Pastor 

�e Basilica of Saint Mary 



 

 

LITURGY & SACRED ARTS 

FUNERALS 

Remembering and Celebrating the 
Lives of: 
+Mary Beth Chapel, 9-11-20 
+Paul Webskowski, 9-16-20 
 
May our loved ones rest in peace. 

PRAYER RESOURCES  

Vespers and Prayer services recorded live 
are available on at  
mary.org/vespersandprayers. 
 
 
Pray the Rosary together either in person 
or virtually with us; we have made a 
virtual Rosary available on our website 
at mary.org/rosary. 
 
 

A PRAYER FOR OUR UNCERTAIN 

TIMES 

 

All Mighty God, 
May we who are merely inconvenienced 
remember those whose lives are at stake. 
May we who have no risk factors 
remember those most vulnerable. 
 
May we who have the luxury of working 
from home remember those who must 
choose between preserving their health 
and making their rent. 
 
May we who have the >exibility to care for 
our children when their schools close 
remember those who have no options. 
May we who have to cancel our trips 
remember those who have no safe place 
to go. 
 
May we who settle in for a quarantine at 
home remember those who have no 
home. 
 
As fear grips our country, let us choose 
love. 
 
And during this time when we may not be 
able to physically wrap our arms around 
each other, let us yet @nd ways to be the 
loving embrace of God to our neighbors.  
Amen.  
 
- Written by Rev. Dr. William J. Barber II  

 

SEASON OF CREATION 

LIVESTREAM: PRAYER AND BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4 

1:30PM 

�e Season of Creation liturgical season, September 1 to October 4, Pope Francis 
states is a “season of increased prayer and e=ort on behalf of our common home.” 
Due to the continued pandemic, this year’s Blessing of the Animals will be 
livestreamed. We invite you to join us virtually for this annual celebration and please 
make sure your animals are with you to receive the blessing. 
 

LIVESTREAM: TAIZÉ PRAYER 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18, 1:30PM 

�is service is characterized by mantra-like singing of simple, beautiful songs, 
following the Taizé community tradition of communal prayer focused on 
reconciliation and healing. Live on Facebook facebook.com/BasilicaMpls or mary.org. 
 

EVENING PRAYER FOR ALL SOULS 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 3:00PM, BASILICA 

We begin this month of remembrance with solemn Evening Prayer for all our beloved 
dead. �e names of all those who have died within the last year will be mentioned 
during the Litany of the Saints. All other names of the faithful departed will be listed 
in the worship lea>et. If you wish to include names of the faithful departed, submit 
names on mary.org or call �e Basilica by October 27.  
 

REQUIEM MASS ON THE FEAST OF ALL SOULS 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 1, NOON 

BASILICA 

 

WEEKDAY EUCHARIST 

MONDAY-FRIDAY, 7:00AM & NOON  

�e Basilica is our spiritual home—a place of welcome. We want each person who 
enters �e Basilica to feel safe. �e Basilica will follow all state health and safety 
guidelines. You will see new practices and policies when you return. �e policies will 
continue to change as we monitor the o�cial guidelines. Pre-registration for Mass is 
required at mary.org. 

LIVESTREAM: MASS 

Please continue to help us broaden our ministry by inviting friends and family to join 
us for livestreamed Mass on Sundays and on weekdays.  
Weekdays Noon Mass and Sunday 9:30am Mass 
Live on mary.org and Facebook at facebook.com/BasilicaMpls 
 
 
 

ART THAT SURROUNDS US 

Johan van Parys, Ph.D., Director of Liturgy and Sacred Arts, shares information each 
week about a piece from �e Basilica of Saint Mary's art collection. Visit  
mary.org/artthatsurroundsus. 
 

PERMANENT ART COLLECTIONS 

Painted on canvas and panels, carved in stone and wood our art collection spans @ve 
centuries and crosses several continents. Together, these works of art tell the story of 
our faith community yesterday and today and inspires tomorrow. �
Explore �e Basilica’s permanent art collection online at mary.org/artcollections. 



 

 

CHRISTIAN LIFE 

COMMON GOOD 

EMMAUS LISTENERS 

Take action: lean into another and listen 
with empathy today! We have the most 
powerful tool at our disposal—the gift of 
presence and deep listening to another—
we just have to be taught how to harness 
it. Training for Emmaus Ministry is taking 
place this November, with interviews 
happening now. Please contact Wendy to 
learn more and see if this ministry is for 
you, or to request a listening presence for 
yourself: 612.317.3474 or 
wcadu=@mary.org. 
 

ZOOM: PRISONERS OR 

PATIENTS? TASK FORCE 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15, 1:00PM 

Prisoners or Patients Task Force is a 
program of �e Basilica Mental Health 
Ministry and Voices for Justice. �e group 
meets the third �ursday of each month at 
1pm via Zoom for one hour. If you are 
interested in joining us and discussing 
how �e Basilica can help people coming 
out of prison, please contact Janet at 
612.317.3508 or jgrove@mary.org. 
 

PRAYER SHAWLS 

Our parish community has given away 
over 1,200 prayer shawls as visible, 
tangible signs of love and support to those 
in need. Every person who receives one is 
prayed for by name each time we gather. If 
you would like to knit or crochet with us in 
this ministry, or request a shawl for 
yourself or a loved one, please contact 
Wendy in the Caring Ministries O�ce at 
612.317.3474 or wcadu=@mary.org. Our 
ministers are knitting at home and 
meeting virtually on Zoom twice each 
month. Intertwine with us! 

 
ZOOM: BASILICA BOOK CLUB 

Join us the @rst �ursday of each month at 
10:00am via Zoom for thoughtful and 
courageous conversation. Contact Karen 
for further details at 612.872.7535. 
Here’s what’s up: 
 
November 5  Bad Blood-Secrets and Lies 

in a Silicon Valley Start Up  
by John Carreyrou 

 
December 3  �e Nickle Boys 

by Colson Whitehead 
 

January 7 Meeting to select books 

ZOOM: THEOLOGICAL ROOTS OF NATIONALISM 

THURSDAYS, OCTOBER 1, 8, 15, 29; NOVEMBER 5 & 12, 6:30-8:00PM 

Nazism has become a byword for unspeakable evil. In its rise to power, this was not 
always so clear. A German people made desperate by military defeat, political paralysis, 
and economic crisis, were open to Hitler’s promises to make Germany great again. In 
this six-part, online lecture series led by Dr. Michael Hollerich (�eology Professor at 
the University of St. �omas), we will explore how a fragile democracy was replaced by 
a dictatorship, how nationalism helped both Catholics and Protestants to rationalize 
their collaboration, and what their experience can teach us about nationalism’s 
challenges today. For more information or to sign up for any or all of the six sessions, 
visit mary.org or contact Janice at jandersen@mary.org. 

 

ZOOM: BEYOND THE POLITICAL DIN 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10, 9:00-10:30AM  

Tired of the vitriol and division as we approach this fall’s presidential election? Join 
together in a three-part Zoom series to read and discuss Dr. Bernie Evans’ book, Vote 
Catholic: Beyond the Political Din. Dr. Evans will be with us for all three unique sessions 
to help dive deeper into Catholic Social Teaching and how it can guide us to live as 
engaged citizens this election cycle and beyond. �is is a joint e=ort of the Christian 
Life and Learning departments, and is open to any adults in the parish. �e sessions 
will allow us to explore Dr. Evans’ book and learn from each other as we engage in 
conversation around its various themes and hopefully get “beyond the political din” 
that surrounds each day. Cost is $10 and covers all three sessions as well as the book, 
which will be mailed to you. To sign-up and for more information, visit mary.org. 
 

ZOOM: IMMIGRATION NATION 

TUESDAYS, OCTOBER 13 & 27, 6:30-7:30PM 

Immigration Nation is a six-part documentary Net>ix series looking inside the world of 
immigration enforcement over the past four years. Watch it at home—then join 
Basilica parishioners over three evenings in a Zoom discussion with leaders from �e 
Advocates for Human Rights, No More Deaths, based in south Arizona, and ICOM, a 
local collaboration addressing realities of immigrants in our community. To register 
and for more information, go to mary.org. 
 

THE BASILICA DISABILITY AWARENESS MINISTRY: 

TIPS FOR VOTERS WITH DISABILITIES  

Before you vote in the next election, know the voting process in your state. �e 
following tips from the U.S. Election Assistance Commission examine the options 
available to help voters with disabilities vote privately and independently.  
Tip #3—Choose the Right Voting Method for You: 
�ere are several voting options available: You can vote at your designated local polling 
place on Election Day. Many states also o=er early voting before Election Day, or 
absentee voting, so you can receive and return your absentee ballot through the mail. 
Some states o=er permanent absentee voting. If you encounter a registration issue on 
Election Day, Federal law allows you to vote with a provisional ballot. 
 

SURVIVING 2020 EMPLOYMENT MINISTRY WEBINAR SERIES 

It’s true, 2020 has been a challenging year. Moving to online everything has been energy 
changing for all of us, but we are so very thankful to be able to continue to connect 
with you through virtual technologies! Our partner in employment, To Find Your Fit, 
has developed new coaching services and webinar programs that we hope will inspire 
and encourage you. First up: Building Your Brand for Marketing Materials (Resume and 
LinkedIn boosters) on �ursday, October 8, 7:00-8:00pm. Registration required. If you 
are in transition of any kind we hope you will join us for these upcoming free webinars. 
For more information, contact Janet at 612.317.3508 or jgrove@mary.org or visit 
mary.org. 



 

 

ADULT LEARNING 

RCIA (RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS) 

Our church has a beautiful way of exploring what it means to live as a Catholic, as a 
disciple of Christ. What does being mean to be Catholic? What does becoming Catholic 
entail? How would one know if it is right for them? �e Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults or RCIA, is a journey one takes to explore how Catholics live and what Catholics 
believe. �rough experiences in the community, educational sessions led by sta= from 
�e Basilica and area universities. It includes speci@c Rites for those who wish to 
continue the path to Baptism, Con@rmation and Eucharist. RCIA invites everyone who 
has an interest in knowing more about being Catholic. It is for people considering 
Baptism and for people who have been baptized in another faith tradition and now 
want to explore becoming Catholic. If you would like to learn, more please contact 
Cathy at cedwards@mary.org. 

 
SPONSOR AN RCIA CANDIDATE 

For every RCIA candidate there is a need for a sponsor. Someone who is a good listener 
and would like to accompany another person on their faith journey. If you think this 
might be a good ministry for you, contact Cathy in the Learning o�ce to @nd out details 
at cedwards@mary.org. 

 

SACRAMENTS 

ZOOM: BAPTISM PREPARATION CLASS 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 6, 6:30-8:30PM 

If you are expecting, or in the process of adopting a child, please attend one of our 
baptism preparation classes currently online. We o=er classes approximately nine 
times a year for parents who are registered members of �e Basilica and plan on having 
their child baptized here. Godparents are welcome too. For more information call the 
Learning o�ce at 612.317.3414. Please register online at mary.org.  
 
�e Basilica is happy to celebrate with the children who received First Eucharist in 
September:  

Marie Guettler* Nina Ackerman-Krueger* Sylvia Meagher 
Evelyn Hillesheim* Rosalyn Hjelm* Ansley Kasica* Emerson Kasica 

Karina Kreslins* Nadiya Garcia Schockency* Freya Hegerle* Kate Mechtel 
Liliana Muñoz* Liliana Muzzio* Emilia Ortiz* Adleah Overton 

Will Tuss* Remy Wang* Frank Zawasky 
 

Congratulations to the adults and youth who celebrated the Sacrament of 
Con@rmation on September 27: 

Charlie Wagner* Megan Stuart* John Stuart* Gabriel Schmidt 
Katrina Nevinski* Lauren Collins* Seth Flahaven* Lanny Niemi 

Sean Dwyer* Josh Roberts* Ashina Jayan* Ashish Jayan 
 

 
 
 

LEARNING 

BASILICA YOUNG 

ADULTS 

OUTDOOR: BYA BIBLE STUDY  

THURSDAYS 6:45-8:15PM 

TERESA OF CALUCTTA HALL 

Starting October 1 we will move back 
indoors. Please email bya@mary.org if 
you would like to join us and to @nd out 
the meeting location. 
 
For everyone’s health and safety during 
this time of COVID-19, we will do a 
quick health screening and temperature 
check and take down participant’s 
information for potential contact 
tracing purposes. 
 
 
 

ZOOM: BEYOND THE 

POLITICAL DIN 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10 

9:00-10:30AM  

Tired of the vitriol and division as we 
approach this fall’s presidential 
election? Join together in a three-part 
Zoom series to read and discuss Dr. 
Bernie Evans’ book, Vote Catholic: 
Beyond the Political Din. See more details 
on page 4 or visit mary.org. 

BYA 



 

 

LANDMARK 

AUTUMN ACTIVITY KIT 

PICK UP: OCTOBER 10 

10:00AM-2:00PM 

Jump into the spirit of autumn with an Autumn Activity Kit for your home, including 
a pumpkin fresh from the farm, cookie cutter, & sweet treats—amongst other 
activities. Kits are free of charge, but if you are able, please consider making a 
donation to �e Basilica. For further information or to register for your kit, please 
visit mary.org/autumn. Supplies are limited. 
 

MAKE A GIFT FOR VIRTUAL MINISTRIES 

As we continue to connect virtually, we ask for your help to fund our online initiatives, 
web-based ministries, live-streamed Masses and other virtual operations. If you would 
like to support these virtual ministries, please consider making a gift at mary.org/give. 
You can also make a gift with a text from your phone; text “VIRTUAL” to 612.249.7559. 

DEVELOPMENT 

THE BASILICA LANDMARK 

�is year, �e Basilica Landmark will 
fund the critical yearly maintenance on 
the church façade and @nal project 
@nishes to the school south façade. �e 
maintenance of our historic buildings 
cannot continue without your help, 
particularly given the cancelations of 
our Basilica Block Party and Landmark 
Spark fundraisers due to COVID-19. 
During this unprecedented time, it is 
our hope that you are inspired to help 
preserve, restore, and advance �e 
Basilica Landmark for generations to 
come. Make a gift to the Annual Fund 
at thebasilicalandmark.org/give or by 
contacting Stephanie Bielmas at 
612.317.3472. 

Tuck-pointing work started this 
week on the west side of �e Basilica. 
Replacing the mortar between the 
stones will help keep the building 
water-tight.  

BASILICA FUND 

We welcome you wherever you are 
For more than a century, �e Basilica has been a place to gather and grow in faith. 
�is remains true, as our ministries are still going strong in these ever-changing times. 
 
We invite you to share in the gift of giving by becoming a supporter of �e Basilica 
Fund. Secure online giving is simple; no need to remember cash or a check. It also 
means less paper and lower administrative costs, enabling your contribution to go 
further. To make your gift, please visit mary.org/give or contact Stephanie at 
612.317.3472. �ank you in advance for your prayerful consideration of a gift in sup-
port of our Parish and programming.  
 
No matter what brings you to �e Basilica, virtually or in-person, and wherever you 
are in your faith journey, you are welcome here. 
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Friendly Neighborhood Pub

Serving Downtown 

for 35 Years.

612.333.6612

16 South 6th Street • Next door to Murray’s

   www.gearty-delmore.com

3888 West Broadway
Robbinsdale, MN 55422
763-537-4511
3960 Wooddale Ave. S.
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 952-926-1615
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10 MN appliance stores

NE Mpls 612-540-5444
South Mpls 612-825-6465

exceptionally
personal interiors

WWW.MICHAELCOYNEDESIGN.COM

586 924 3510 CELL

248 649 6540 STUDIO 
FOR APPOINTMENTS

TaxPrep Solutions, Inc. 
Income Tax & Accounting Services
Ronald C. Kohls, EA, MBA • Parishioner
7600 Boone Ave. N. Ste 29, Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 

www.mntaxprep.com (763) 425-8229

Contact Gina Shaughnessy to 
include your message on this page! 

gshaughnessy@4LPi.com 
 or (800) 950-9952 x2487
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Jim “Bromo” Bromenschenkel 
Over 30 years of friendly & professional service in Real Estate!

651-336-1035 
Facebook.com/mnrealtyguide.com | MNRealtyGuide.com | Jim@mnrealtyguide.com

Buy or Sell. Let me be your Guide!

Preschool through 6th grade
145 Jersey Avenue S, Golden Valley 

  763-545-4285
www.gsgvschool.org

S C H O O L

UPTOWN CHAPEL

2301 Dupont Avenue S
612.377.2203

EDINA CHAPEL

5000 W 50th Street
952.920.3996

washburn-mcreavy .com
Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services
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Contact Gina Shaughnessy to 
include your message on this page! 

gshaughnessy@4LPi.com 
 or (800) 950-9952 x2487

MINNEAPOLIS SAW INC.
SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

LAWN MOWERS     RIDERS     CHAIN SAWS     GRASS 
TRIMMERS     LEAF BLOWERS     SNOW BLOWERS

MINNEAPOLISSAW.COM | 763-781-9312 | 831 4OTH AVE NE

Power 
Equipment

www.advisorsmart.com

Free Business 
Valuation

Bob Cardinal 
952-564-3806

Classic Marble 
Restoration

Restoring the ‘Classic’ look 
of your natural stone!

763.784.2483
www.classicmarblerestore.com

Commercial Drywall & Plaster Contractor
www.aeconrad.com


