
 

 

RECONCILING, FORGIVING, AND 

HEALING 

As Christians, the season of Easter is a time to celebrate new life. We recognize a call to 
embrace reconciling, forgiving and healing love—in our own 
hearts and in our interactions with others. �is love 
transforms our individual lives, as well as our community and 
society. 
 
�is is our call, yet we fall short: as individuals and as a 
community, we fail.  
 
One of the ways our failure is manifested is racial injustice. 
�e shocking public murder of George Floyd focused a light 
on Minnesota, exposing the realities of racial inequity so often 
ignored or hidden. National and international media told the 
story:  

• While Minnesota is often ranked one of the best places 
to live, it has some of the highest racial disparities in 
the nation: income inequality, education achievement, 
poverty rate, home ownership, unemployment and 
incarceration rates—all tragic gaps between white and 
black Minnesotans. (NPR, June 2, 2020) 

 
�ese facts represent systems that are complicated. But this Easter, we have another story to 
hear—a story of racial injustice right here at �e Basilica. Just as ignored and hidden, it eats 
away at the dignity of our brothers and sisters. 
 
 A few days after Easter I received a call from a Basilica parishioner who is a black woman. She 
shared a painful experience she had on Easter Sunday. She gave me permission to share it, as it 
is an important teachable moment—a chance to shine the light on racial realities within our 
own Basilica community.  

• With an opportunity to celebrate Easter Sunday Liturgy in-person, our sister followed 
pandemic protocols and pre-registered. Sitting in her assigned seat, she was quietly 
praying before the Liturgy began—excited to be at �e Basilica for the 6rst time in over a 
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A COMMUNITY ROOTED IN THE 

GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST.  

 
As disciples of Jesus Christ, we: 

• Practice biblical stewardship 
• Share our faith with others in word and 
deed 

• Pursue ecumenical and interfaith 
relationships 

• Rejoice in rich diversity 
 
As the Co-Cathedral of the Archdiocese 
of Saint Paul and Minneapolis, we are 
committed to provide: 
• Inspiring liturgies and sacred arts 
• Transforming life-long learning 
opportunities 

• Engaging service to one another and 
justice for all 

 
 
STRATEGIC AREAS OF FOCUS 

�e Basilica of Saint Mary is committed 
to the future growth of our parish. �e 
Our Parish Our Future plan outlines the 
three strategic areas of focus for the next 
6ve years. �is plan builds upon the 
parish’s strong vision, mission, and 
values. 
 
�e Arts 
Move, inspire, and transform individuals 
and communities through excellence in 
the arts and creative practices. 
 
Inclusivity 
Build a culture where people feel valued, 
welcome, integrated, and included. 
 
Homelessness 
Respond to the needs of people 
experiencing or at risk of homelessness. 
�ese three areas of focus were 
strategically selected through a 
comprehensive, contemplative process 
with our parish leadership, staA, and 
consultants.  
 
�e three areas will unify and inspire 
collaboration across our parish and 
resonate throughout our commitment to 
the community. 
 
Learn more about the strategic direction 
of our parish at  
mary.org/ourfuture. 

Continued from page 1 

SAFELY CELEBRATING MASS 

�e Basilica will follow all city and state health and safety guidelines.  
 
You will see new practices and policies when you return. �e policies will continue to 
change as we monitor the oDcial guidelines. Pre-registration for Mass is required at 
mary.org or call our Director of Engagement at 612.317.3417.  
 
Please review all of the protocols on the registration form. To help explain our proto-
cols we have prepared a brief video which is available at  
mary.org/massregistration. 

year. An usher came down the isle and proceeded to seat a white woman in the 
same pew—socially distanced. �e white woman looked at the black woman, 
and refused to sit down. She demanded a diAerent seat. �is white woman 
would not sit near the black woman.  

 
�e parishioner who shared this experience was hurt, disappointed, and angry.  �is 
was not �e Basilica she longed for. Yet, this is not an isolated experience. After many 
conversations with people of color in our Basilica community, I have come to learn 
that many have personal stories of being called out, kept out, excluded or omitted at 
�e Basilica, at some point. While they all share their love for �e Basilica and the 
Basilica community, this is their reality.  
 
It is important for us—especially those of us who are white Basilica parishioners—to 
know these experiences happen. �ey are not just in the past, not just isolated, not 
just happening “out there.”  
 
When we hear these stories, we get uncomfortable. Let us embrace this discomfort, 
acknowledge the hurt and pain, and work together so we can always respond with 
compassion and clarity, when faced with racial injustice. Let us be Easter people; 
people of reconciling, forgiving and healing love 
 
Look for ways to get involved in �e Basilica Equity, Diversity and Inclusivity 
initiative. Together, we will work to eliminate racism within the parish and the 
broader community—choosing not to be neutral in the face of injustice. Contact 
jandersen@mary.org for ways to get involved or for more information.  
 
For more information visit mary.org/edi. 



 

 

LITURGY & SACRED ARTS 

PRE-REGISTRATION ON MARY.ORG IS REQUIRED TO ATTEND ANY OF 

THE LITURGIES FOR PUBLIC WORSHIP WITH EXCEPTION OF THE 

7:00AM WEEKDAY MASS. 

 
MORNING PRAYER 

THURSDAYS, 9:15AM 

Via Zoom. Please 6nd the link at mary.org. 
 

EVENING PRAYER FOR THE SOLEMNITY OF PENTECOST 

SUNDAY, MAY 23, 3:00PM, BASILICA 

�e Basilica Schola Cantorum. 
In-person and livestream 
 

EUCHARIST ON MEMORIAL DAY  

MONDAY, MAY 31, 10:00AM, BASILICA 

�ere is no 7:00am or Noon Mass this day.  
In-person and livestream 

 

THE SOLEMNITY OF THE MOST SACRED BODY AND BLOOD OF 

CHRIST: CORPUS CHRISTI WITH 

EXPOSITION AND BENEDICTION 

SUNDAY, JUNE 6, 3:00PM 

Members of �e Basilica Schola Cantorum.  
In-person and livestream 

 
NON-OBLIGATORY SOLEMNITIES IN JUNE  

FRIDAY, JUNE 11, THE MOST SACRED HEART OF JESUS 

THURSDAY, JUNE 24, THE NATIVITY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST 

TUESDAY, JUNE 29, SAINTS PETER & PAUL, APOSTLES 

Special music will be oAered during the Noon Mass. In-person and livestreamed. 

 
 

SACRED ART 

ART THAT SURROUNDS US 

Johan van Parys, Ph.D., Director of Liturgy and Sacred Arts, shares information each 
week about a piece from �e Basilica of Saint Mary's art collection. Visit  
mary.org/artthatsurroundsus. 
 

ANGELS UNAWARES  

CROSS AMERICAN TOUR 

AUGUST 2021, BASILICA PLAZA 

In September 2019 Pope Francis installed a 20-foot bronze sculpture in Rome; Angels 
Unawares. Created by Timothy Schmalz, it is inspired by Hebrews 13:2, “Be 
welcoming to strangers, many have entertained angels unawares.” �is exact replica 
will be installed at the National Basilica in September, following the tour. �e piece 
will be exhibited outdoors on �e Basilica plaza this summer. Visit  
mary.org/angelsunawares for more details.  

PRAYER RESOURCES  

Vespers and Prayer services recorded 
live are available on at  
mary.org/vespersandprayers. 
 
 
Pray the Rosary together either in 
person or virtually with us; we have 
made a virtual Rosary available on our 
website at mary.org/rosary.  

WEEKDAY EUCHARIST 

MONDAY-FRIDAY 

7:00AM  

Please register at the check-in point at 
the accessible doors on the East side of 
�e Basilica, between �e Basilica and 
Cowley Center.  
 

NOON  

Join us online or in-person.  
Pre-registration for Mass is required at 
mary.org. Please check-in for Mass at 
the ground level doors oA 17th Street 
and the circle driveway. 



 

 

CHRISTIAN LIFE 

COMMON GOOD 

WALKING THE ROAD 

So much of life means journeying with one 
another, through the transitions, joys, and 
inevitable losses that living brings us. 
Rarely do we ever have the experience of 
deep listening by another as we navigate 
life. �e Basilica’s Emmaus Ministers are 
speci6cally trained for the ministry of 
actively listening to another’s story 
without judging or 6xing. If you have a 
desire to be deeply listened to, please 
email Wendy at wcaduA@mary.org  or call 
her at 612.317.3474. �is is a free and 
con6dential ministry of �e Basilica.  
 

HENNEPIN CONNECTIONS 

Mentoring, Achieving, Growing. 
Consider being part of the one-on-one 
mentoring ministry with Minneapolis 
College. Partnering with a student who has 
experienced homelessness and poverty, we 
are invited to build relationships that 
bridge cultural divides. Minneapolis 
College has many students hoping to 
participant. As we begin to plan for the 
next school year, we need you to join us! 
To learn more, contact Carol at 
612.747.2983 or Janice at 
jandersen@mary.org. 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

ANNUAL ALL PARISH BLESSING 

FOR GOOD MENTAL HEALTH 

AND ICE CREAM SOCIAL 

SUNDAY, JUNE 6, DURING 9:30, 

11:30, AND 4:30 LITURGIES 

Join us in person or via livestream for this 
blessing. After the morning liturgies, stop 
by the ice cream truck and get a treat! 
For more information, contact Janet at 
612.317.3508 or jgrove@mary.org. 
 

ZOOM: BASILICA BOOK CLUB 

Join us the 6rst �ursday of each month at 
10:00am via Zoom for thoughtful and 
courageous conversation. Contact Karen 
for further details at 612.872.7535. 
Here’s what’s up: 
June 3  Arrowsmith 
  by Sinclair Lewis 
 
July 1  Normal People 
  by Sally Rooney  
 
August 5 Faithful Place 
  by Tana French 

ZOOM: ALZHEIMER’S AND DEMENTIA BROWN BAG LUNCH SERIES 

WEDNESDAYS, NOON-1:00PM, ZOOM 

�e Basilica Mental Health Ministry and the Alzheimer’s Association of Minnesota-
North Dakota invite you to attend a virtual Brown Bag Lunch Series on Alzheimer’s 
and Dementia. All classes are held on Zoom from Noon-1:00pm: 
 May 19: 10 Warning Signs 
 June 16: Understanding Alzheimer’s and Dementia 
 July 21: E0ective Communication Strategies 
 August 18: Dementia Conversations: Driving, Doctor Visits, Legal and Financial Planning 
Visit mary.org for more information on how to register. For questions, please contact 
Janet Grove at 612.317.3508 or jgrove@mary.org. 
 

FURNITURE DRIVE:  

SATURDAY, MAY 15, 9:00AM-NOON 

HENNEPIN AVENUE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Do you have used furniture such as tables, chairs, sofas, end tables, lamps, and dressers 
that could use a new home? If so, you are cordially invited to the annual Align Mpls 
(formerly known as the Downtown Congregations to End Homelessness) Furniture 
Drive on Saturday, May 15 from 9:00am-Noon at Hennepin Avenue United Methodist 
Church, 511 Groveland Avenue, Minneapolis. Furniture will later be given to guests of 
Align Mpls outreach ministries to assist in furnishing new apartments for those 
residing in our area, many of whom are exiting homelessness. Questions? Contact Julia 
at 612.317.3413 or jfreeman@mary.org. Please, no beds, appliances, or construction 
materials. Would you like to learn more about the life-changing, dynamic work of Align 
Mpls? Visit their website at alignmpls.org! 
 

ZOOM: PRISONERS OR PATIENTS? TASK FORCE 

THURSDAY, MAY 20, 1:00PM, ZOOM 

�e next meeting of this task force that discusses the criminal justice and mental 
health systems is on �ursday, May 20 from 1:00-2:30pm via Zoom. For more 
information, contact Janet Grove at 612.317.3508 or jgrove@mary.org.  
 

DOWNTOWN COALITION FOR GRIEF SUPPORT 

Have you lost a loved one to death?  Do you know what it’s like to feel that fresh sting of 
grief?  If you have, and are willing to help facilitate conversation for others as they 
struggle with the loss of a loved one, please let us know.  Training is provided by a grief 
counselor or hospice worker in the art of giving people encouragement to share about 
their own experience, making sure everyone has a safe space to be heard, 
etc.  Facilitators would commit to serving either the spouse/partner loss group, the 
family/friend loss group, or the child loss group and the time commitment is 
Sexible.  For more information about this opportunity to be trained and serve, please 
contact Karen Harrison at 612.819.3722. 
 

IMMIGRANT SUPPORT MINISTRY 

Since 2015, �e Basilica Immigrant Support Ministry has accompanied twelve families 
as they travel to Minnesota as refugees. Our partnership with Lutheran Social Service 
has connected us with families from places such as Iraq, Somalia, Ethiopia and 
Myanmar. We have accompanied ten families seeking asylum. Working with Advocates 
for Human Rights, we support families from Cameroon, Liberia, Djibouti, Guatemala, 
Togo and Honduras. If you would like to be part of this ministry, email Janice at 
jandersen@mary.org.  
 

WHERE ARE YOU IN JOB TRANSITION? 

Are you unemployed? Underemployed? Unhappily employed? Wherever you are, �e 
Basilica’s Employment Ministry has resources to help you. Contact Janet Grove at 
612.317.3508 or jgrove@mary.org to set up an initial intake meeting. 



 

 

 
 
 

LEARNING 

BASILICA YOUNG 

ADULTS 

BYA BIBLE STUDY 

THURSDAYS, 6:45-8:15PM 

TERESA OF CALCUTTA HALL 

We are back in person for our weekly 
Bible study! Like earlier in the fall, we 
will again be meeting in our �eresa of 
Calcutta Hall, on the lower level. For 
everyone’s health and safety during this 
time of COVID-19, we will do a quick 
health screening and temperature check 
and take down participant’s information 
ONLY for potential contact tracing 
purposes. Please email bya@mary.org if 
you would like to join us. 
 

BYA SERVICE PROJECT  

SATURDAY, MAY 22  

9:00-11:00AM 

�ere are many areas in �e Basilica 
that can use cleaning and organizing 
(candles for example), that have not 
been able to be attended to because of 
the pandemic. Please come and help for 
a couple hours on a Saturday morning 
and we will have a free lunch for your 
time and eAort! Bring friends! Please 
email bya@mary.org if you plan to come 
so we know how much food to order.  
 

BYA BIBLE STUDY BBQ 

THURSDAY, MAY 27, 6:30PM 

BASILICA EAST LAWN 

Young adults, join together for a 
cookout before Bible study to celebrate 
the coming of summer! �ere is no need 
to bring anything, just come hungry and 
stay for Bible study! We were not able to 
do this last year and are glad to bring it 
back again!  

BYA 

ADULT LEARNING 

RCIA (RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS) 

What would it be like to become a Catholic as an adult? How would one know if it was 
the right path to take?  If you are wondering about our Catholic Tradition, RCIA may 
be the answer to your search. You and a sponsor, who walks, questions and learns  
with you, would be invited to join a group of seekers, learning and praying together; 
discerning the possibility of joining the Catholic Tradition. Sponsors are vital and 
important ministers in RCIA. If you feel a passion for your faith and a desire to learn, 
listen  and discover with others, consider becoming an RCIA sponsor.   For more 
information about RCIA ministry at �e Basilica, contact Cathy at 
cedwards@mary.org.  
 

MONDAY MORNING GOSPEL GROUP 

MONDAYS 10:00AM-NOON  

IN PERSON AGAIN BEGINNING JUNE 7 

SAINT CECELIA ROOM, RECTORY  

Looking for a small group? Come join this group of adults that explore the Gospel and 
share what it means to them.  No registration required. Come when you can. �e meeting 
concludes in time for those that would like to attend noon Mass. For more information 
contact Ben at 612.317.3435 or bcaduA@mary.org. 
 

FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 

ZOOM: BAPTISM CLASS FOR PARENTS  

INFANTS & CHILDREN AGE 6 AND YOUNGER 

TUESDAY, MAY 25, 6:30-9:30PM ZOOM 

If you are expecting, or in the process of adopting a child, please attend one of our 
baptism preparation classes currently online. We oAer classes approximately nine 
times a year for parents who are registered members of �e Basilica and plan on 
having their child baptized here. Godparents are welcome too. For more information, 
call the Learning oDce at 612.317.3439. Please register online at mary.org.  

 
YOUTH MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Are you familiar with Agape Latte? Agape Latte is a national faith storytelling series 
founded at Boston College by the C21 Center and Campus Ministry. �rough the 
Agape Latte college and high school Partnership Program, Agape Latte has now 
spread to over 50 campuses nationwide and is now being oAered in many parishes. 
We’d like to oAer this storytelling series four times a year as part of our Youth 
Con6rmation program next fall. We are in need of some volunteers who would be 
willing to lead this coAee house style of faith sharing. For more information, contact 
Christine Moore at 612.317.3439 or cmoore@mary.org. 
 

BASILICA YES VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Basilica YES is a group of 11th and 12th Grade students that meet to carry out service 
projects within the parish community and our neighborhoods. Our focus is on the 
Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy. �is is a great way for our young people to 
engage in our ministries, be actively visible in our community and to acquire service 
hours needed for resumes and college applications.  
 
We are in need of one or two adults from our parish to help co-lead the group next fall. 
If you have a passion for service and are willing to share this for an hour a week with 
our high school students, please contact Christine Moore at cmoore@mary.org or 
612.317.3439. 
 



 

 

DEVELOPMENT 

LANDMARK 

BASILICA FUND 

We welcome you wherever you are 
�e Basilica Fund represents 79% of 
our operating budget. Our ministries, 
along with the daily work of this 
parish, are not possible without you 
and your support of �e Basilica Fund. 
To make a gift, please visit mary.org/
give. Secure online giving is simple; no 
need to remember cash or a check. It 
also means less paper and lower 
administrative costs, enabling your 
contribution to go further.  

CITIES 97.1 BASILICA BLOCK PARTY 

SEPTEMBER 10 & 11 

After a year without �e Basilica Block Party, we are excited to announce that the 
show will go on  Friday, September 10 & Saturday, September 11, 2021. 
  
For more information regarding lineup, tickets, and volunteering, please visit 
basilicablockparty.org. 

In 2020, �e Basilica Landmark funded the following projects: 
• Tuck-pointing the exterior façade on the upper western side of the Church 
• Performing the necessary maintenance and the installation of a new blower 

unit for our organ 
• Installation of two needlepoint bipolar ionizations units to remove viruses 

(including SARS and COVID-19), allergens and mold from the air of Church, 
lower level and choir room 

• Acquire equipment, cameras, lighting, computers, software and training for 
livestreaming 

 
We invite you to join our eAorts by making a gift to �e Basilica Landmark’s Annual 
Fund today at thebasilicalandmark.org/give. 

SUPPORT OUR FUTURE WITH A 

PLANNED GIFT 

Making an estate gift through your 
will or trust is a wonderful way to 
show your support for �e Basilica 
Landmark and its mission to preserve, 
restore, and advance �e Basilica of 
Saint Mary. With planning, your estate 
gift will help continue this vision and 
maintain our historic buildings and 
campus for future generations. 
 
If you currently have provisions for 
�e Basilica Landmark or �e Basilica 
of Saint Mary, thank you. Please take 
the opportunity to let us know so we 
may carry out your wishes by 
contacting Monica at 
mstuart@mary.org. 
 
To learn more about the bene6ts of 
making an estate gift, and how it can 
help continue the critical work at �e 
Basilica Landmark, visit 
thebasilicalandmark.org/
plannedgiving.  
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