
The Presentation of the Lord 

February 2, 2020 

THE BANE AND THE BLESSED 

Jamaica is the second poorest country in our hemisphere. Haiti is the first. While pastor at St. Matthew Parish in 

Wausau, I traveled to the island as part of a mission outreach developed by parishioners, Tom and Mary Pat  

Roovers. I have great admiration for them personally and their Gospel witness. Their outreach has now expanded 

to Kenya as well. 

 

During my visits to the Diocese of Mandeville in Jamaica, I came to know a community of religious sisters. As I recall 

there were six sisters living and working in the diocese. Some were from India, one from Italy, and a couple from 

the United States. Sisters taught at the parish school and provided education opportunities to children who 

otherwise would not have them. Other sisters visited the 

countless many who suffered the violence of hunger, 

homelessness and scourge of poverty. Often I remember the 

young lady who lived in a cave, a shallow hole dug in the 

side of a hill. 

 

One day I stopped at the convent. As I talked with them I 

found myself having to turn away because I was moved 

deeply by the horrors I had seen. But I later recognized that 

in these sisters I saw a poverty and openness to God’s love 

that caused me to weep in their presence because the Lord 

was so powerfully present. The places they went, the 

people they served, were poor, yet wherever the sisters 

went was holy ground because God was there. Wherever 

the sisters went, they brought that “light of revelation” that 

Simeon proclaimed in the temple when Mary and Joseph 

appeared with their child. 

 

This weekend the church celebrates the Presentation of 

Christ. And the church chooses this day to pray for and 

thank God for those men and women called to religious life 

as priests, sisters and brothers. They know that to live is to 

be desired and loved by God. They live that desire and 

love, and God only knows how many others do so  

because of them. 

 

The Lord be with you. 

Father John Parr   



FOR YOUR MARRIAGE 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  

Do you want to grow in your faith, be more 

involved, and connect with other men? Come 

visit our next meeting on Sun., Feb. 9th in the 

SEAS gathering space at 7pm. Meet other  

men at our parish and learn what we are doing for the 

parish and the community. See you then! 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Sara (Wozney) Balaker 

Judy Bockenhauer 

Rebecca Chatfield 

The Donaldson Family 

Bill Druliner 

DeEtte Gillmeister 
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June Kukovec 

Jerome Malin 

Ken Proctor 

Bailey Rohrer 

Colleen Tisil 

STEWARDSHIP 

Pope Francis told of how he met a couple who 

were celebrating 60 years of marriage. He 

said he asked them, “Are you happy?” They 

looked at one another, and with tears in their 

eyes, answered, “We are in love!” 

It’s true that there are difficulties, there are problems 

with children or with the couple themselves, arguments 

and fights… but the important thing is that the flesh  

remains one, and you can overcome, you can overcome, 

you can overcome. And this is not only a sacrament for 

them, but also for the Church, a sacrament, as it were, 

that attracts attention: “See, love is possible!” And love 

is capable of allowing you to live your whole life “in 

love”: in joy and in sorrow, with the problems of  

children, and their own problems… but always going 

forward. In sickness and in health, but always going  

forward. This is beautiful. 

National Marriage Week February 7-14 

This annual observance is a great prompt for everyone 

to reflect on the gift marriage is to our Church and our 

country, as well as an opportunity for couples to build 

up their own marriages. All married couples are  

encouraged to spend a little time on a 7-day virtual  

retreat titled “Stories from the Domestic Church.” This 

and other valuable resources are available for couples, 

pastors, and parishes at foryourmarriage.org/

celebrate-national-marriage-week/ 

 

 

Are you recently engaged or do you know someone 

who is?  Would you like information about what  

marriage preparation and/or a Catholic wedding  

entails? If so, please contact Carol Reider at 526-4424 

or at carol@seasholmen.org. She can answer your 

questions and help you see how refreshingly simple, 

beautiful, and beneficial the marriage 

preparation process can be, leading up 

to the reception of this grace-filled  

Sacrament.  

Front desk volunteers are needed at the Catholic  

Charities La Crosse locations. Morning and afternoon 

shifts are currently available on Tuesdays,  

Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 

p.m. and 12:30 to 4:00 p.m. Shift flexibility is possible 

based on a volunteer's availability. Front desk  

volunteers answer phone calls and assist people with 

accessing the many services provided by Catholic 

Charities. If you have a desire to serve those in our 

community who are most in need, please consider 

donating your time. Anyone interested in volunteering 

or needing more information should contact James  

Horman at (608) 518-5676 or jhorman@cclse.org. 

HELP WANTED 

In today’s first reading, from the book of Malachi, we 

hear a prophecy of the Feast of the Presentation of the 

Lord, which we celebrate today. “Lo, I am sending my 

messenger [a reference to John the Baptist] to prepare 

the way before me; And suddenly there will come to 

the temple the Lord whom you seek.” Our first lesson is 

contained in that verse, “the Lord whom you seek.” Do 

we truly seek the Lord through the prioritizing of our 

relationship with Him above everything — and every-

one — else in our lives? If we want to know Him and His 

will for our lives, we must spend time with Him in daily 

prayer, regularly participating in the sacraments, and 

studying our faith. Only in this way will we be ready 

when He “suddenly appears” in our lives — perhaps 

through a new opportunity to serve Him or an  

unexpected difficulty or blessing He wants to entrust to 

us. This is how a steward stays “spiritually fit” for  

whatever God may be asking of him or her next. 

— Stewardship Reflections by The Catholic Steward 

We are in need of hospitality ministers for funerals 

here at SEAS. Hospitality ministers greet guests, answer 

questions, help seat people in church, and generally 

assist before, during, and after our funeral services.  If 

you are interested in volunteering for this ministry, 

please call or email Carol Reider. Thank you for your 

stewardship.  

 



FAITH FORMATION 
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       Last Week’s Collections          Weekly Budget      Difference           Annual Budget 

Envelopes/Plate……………………….$7,328           $11,792   -$4,464          $613,190  

 

Fiscal Year-to-Date……………………$344,035          $353,760  -$9,725 

PARISH INCOME (FISCAL YEAR  7/1/19-6/30/20) 

CHECK OUR FACEBOOK PAGE 

Occasionally we will have events pop up that don’t 

make it to the bulletin in time. For this reason, we ask 

that you check out our Facebook page for these pop 

up events. The sledding on the hill a week ago was a 

big hit. We had a good turn out. Thanks to those who 

volunteered to keep an eye on the kids and helped 

serve up the snacks and hot chocolate. 

 

@Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton 

            Catholic Church 

For your convenience, we have links on our website for 

you to give online to the Annual Appeal and/or for 

your regular Sunday offering.  

 www.seasholmen.org 

 

Diocesan Annual Appeal Update 

Target: $83,735 

Pledged/Received:  $65,058.04 

Shortfall as of 1/27/2020:  $18,676.96 

WISCONSIN PARENTAL CHOICE PROGRAM 

Aquinas Catholic Schools is proud to offer the  

Wisconsin Parental Choice Program (WPCP). Under this 

program, parents have a voice in how their tax dollars 

are spent on the education of their children. This  

income-based K-12 program provides parents the 

choice to send their children to a private or chartered 

school tuition-free through graduation. For those  

eligible students selected to the WPCP, the family  

receives a voucher from the State of Wisconsin that 

pays their student’s ACS tuition and other school fees in 

full. For more information about the Choice Program, 

please contact our parish website (seasholmen.org) or 

Nancy Pederson at Aquinas Schools/ 608-784-8585. 

How does Feast of the Presentation of the Lord apply to us? 

We are interpretive, varying, imperfect humans. Jesus is God, unchanging Truth and perfect human. 

 

The Lord Jesus Christ, in keeping with Jewish custom, was presented in the temple in Jerusalem along with a  

sacrifice of mere turtle doves. This was a time of great anxiety for the Holy Family. They trusted God, “but they 

did not understand what he said to them.. his mother kept all these things in her heart.”  (Lk 2:50-51) They did not 

comprehend they were presenting the ultimate sacrifice (Jesus). Not knowing how to care for the Son of God, they 

did everything according to God’s Law. They did not carry their infant Son to a holy mountain or sacred spring. 

While God created nature, it is only a reflection of Himself. It was in His temple that the God of Israel was most 

present. We follow God’s Laws and the example of the Holy Family and go to church, as the Jews went to their 

temple or synagogues, because God is more God in a church. In nature, God is an interpretation of what the 

seeker wants Him to be when He is sought in a glowing sunset, or rushing waterfall. The church however, was  

instituted and protected by God from misinterpretation through His priests, saints, sacraments, music, art, and  

worship. We seek Him there, to dedicate ourselves to Him and to receive Him there in the ultimate sacrifice of His 

Body and in His Blood.  

Sources https://mycatholic.life/saints/saints-of-the-liturgical-year/february-2-presentation-of-the-lord-feast/ 

Smith, Brian. Feast of the Presentation of the Lord. TakeOut Feb.2020. pg. 3 print. 

Important Faith Formation Dates 

Sun., Feb. 2 - Pre-K /Kind Sunday School 9:15 am @Children’s Palace 

Wed., Feb. 26 - No Faith Formation/ Please Join us for Ash Wednesday Mass 
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PARISH INFORMATION 

PARISH RECTORY & OFFICE 

Phone ............................................................................... 526-4424 

Fax Number .................................................................... 526-3177 

Email: office@seasholmen.org 

STAFF 

Pastor, Father John Parr ............................................... 526-4424 

pastor@seasholmen.org 

Pastor Emeritus, Monsignor Delbert J. Malin............. 526-4908 

djm133@charter.net 

sbridget@seasholmen.org 

Pastoral Minister, Carol Reider .................................... 526-4424 

carol@seasholmen.org 

C.R.E. (3 years-gr. 5),.Mary Luebke ………………526-4424                                          

                                                reled@seasholmen.org 

 ...... 526-4424 

youth@seasholmen.org 

Director of Music, Beth Lakmann…………………..526-4424                                                                                 

                                                 music@seasholmen.org 

Secretary, Sandy Jerue ................................................. 526-4424 

                                                    office@seasholmen.org 

Sister Jean ....................................................................... 526-4908 

sjean@seasholmen.org 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Weekend: Sat. 5:00 pm and Sun. 8:00 & 10:15 am 

Weekday: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 am except Tues. 7:00 am 

Gluten Free Hosts: St. Elizabeth’s has gluten free hosts available. 

Please contact Fr. Parr, and he will make the necessary 

arrangements. 

SACRAMENTS 

Reconciliation: Saturday 4:00 pm or by appointment.  

Baptism: Baptism involves membership in the church. Parents are 

to attend a  session early in the pregnancy.  

Marriage: Our church is trying to create successful marriages. This 

takes some time. Arrangements for a wedding date are to be 

made at least six months before the anticipated date. 

Anointing of the Sick: Communal celebrations in fall and spring. 

Individual celebrations upon request. Please call the office when 

family members are hospitalized. 

PASTORAL VISITATION 

Anyone who desires a personal home visit is invited to call the 

parish office. 

CATECHUMENATE 

Anyone wishing to become a full member of the Church is invited 

to visit the parish office.  

 

BIRTHRIGHT CAMPAIGN 

Parish Council Members 

Alyson Haugen 

Jennifer Fisk 

Brian Clements 

Christine Olson 

Mary Lenz 

Kathy Nicklaus 

Bill Heinz 

Patty Heiderscheit 

Finance Council Members 

Larry Warzynski                         Shawn Handland 

Janice Dvoracek                          Barry Ploessl 

Pat Stephens 

The annual Baby Bottles for Birthright  

fundraiser for Birthright of La Crosse is 

here! Birthright is an international pro-life  

organization that helps women struggling 

with unplanned pregnancies, by offering 

emotional support, practical resources, 

and referrals. Please take a baby bottle 

and fill it with your spare change, cash, or check 

(written to Birthright) from Jan.19th through Feb.23rd, 

as a tax deductible donation to Birthright of La Crosse! 

Return the baby bottle and completed insert no later 

than February 23rd! Your support will be greatly  

appreciated by moms and dads to be, their unborn 

children, and us too! 

Looking for something to do during the cold month of 

February? If so, please join us for our second annual 

couples/singles night out. We are looking for anyone 

who likes to play cards, or wants to learn!! Prizes for 

top scores and lowest scores and bragging rights for 

the next year! All are welcome ages 14 to 144 

*No Experience needed. 

*RSVP is encouraged. 

 *Contact parish office 

*Bring a friend or just  

  come to mingle and meet   

  new people!!        

DATE: Sat., Feb. 15th, 2020 

TIME: Join us for 5:00 pm Mass and play begins  

afterwards and concludes around 9:30 pm 

LOCATION: St. Elizabeth Ann Seton gathering place. 

WHAT TO BRING:  

�� A dish to pass 

�� $2 entry fee 

�� Euchre face 

CARD PARTY 

This weekend there is a special collection to support the  

Catholic Campaign for Human Development. More than 

forty-six million people in the United States live in  

poverty today. This collection supports programs that 

empower people to identify and address obstacles as 

they work to make permanent and positive changes for 

their communities. Learn more about the Catholic  

Campaign for Human Development at usccb.org/cchd/

collection. Look for the envelopes in the gathering 

place. 

CCHD 



 LENT BEGINS FEBRUARY 26TH 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Sunday, February 2          The Presentation  

     of the Lord 

8:00 am Mass                 †      Gene Bakalars 

10:15am     Mass   People of SEAS 

11:15am Faith Seekers Bible Study    

 

 

Monday, February 3  Weekday 

8:30 am      Mass                †        Jim Baumgardner 

1:00pm Good Mourning Ministry 

 

Tuesday, February 4  Weekday   

7:00 am      Mass     †   Harold Jerue 

2:00 pm Card Making for the Homebound 

 

Wednesday, February 5   St. Agatha 

8:30 am      Mass                †        Everett and Hannora Parr 

6:30 pm  Faith Formation Classes        

 

Thursday, February 6 St. Paul Miki and  

     Companions 

8:30 am       Mass           †       Ralph Fisk 

6:30 pm Huberters Meeting   

 

Friday, February 7   Weekday 

8:30 am      Mass     †   Ralph Fisk 

      

 

Saturday, February 8    Weekday 

8:00 am      Pray the Rosary  

4:00 pm      Sacrament of Penance 

                                Vigil:  5th Sunday in  

      Ordinary Time 

5:00 PM Mass                †       Susan Schafer 

 

 

Sunday, February 9  5th Sunday in 

     Ordinary Time              

8:00 am Mass                        People of SEAS 

9:15 am Simple Living Discussion Group 

10:15am     Mass     †       Arthur Halvorson 

11:15am Faith Seekers Bible Study 

 

Visit: www.seasholmen.org  
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CARD MAKING 

NEWLY BAPTIZED 

GOOD MOURNING MINISTRY 

Today, we welcome,  

Klaus Patrick Kamrowski, 

 

son of Kevin and Erika Kamrowski, 

and 

Wrenley Frances Gail Schlegel, 

daughter of Brandon and Kelli Schlegel, 

to our faith community in the  

celebration of Baptism.  

It is now our privilege to help these 

 children grow in faith.  

    We have a great gift of faith to share.  

Losing one's partner, one's soulmate, one's spouse or a 

child "demands" the greatest inner strength one can 

apply, and it requires the help and wisdom of fellow 

grief travelers. The next meeting for SEAS Good 

Mourning Ministry is Mon., Feb. 3 at 1pm. All are  

welcome to join for any or all of our gatherings. 

Contact Carol or Sister Bridget at the parish office if 

you have any questions. 

Please join us in making cards to 

mail to our homebound 

parishioners. We will meet on 

Tues., Feb. 4 at 2pm in the 

gathering place. No experience 

necessary. Please bring your 

own scissors. Thank you for  

helping us to reach out to our homebound church family 

with expressions of love and remembrance.  

Attention all 4th grade and up– If you are 

interested in becoming an Altar Server, 

please contact Pat Brueggen at the parish 

office as soon as possible to sign up. 

Server Training will be offered Tuesday, 

February 4th at 6:00pm and Saturday, 

February 15th at 9:00am. Please RSVP for 1 

or both dates. Adults are welcome also.  

Parents could serve with their children as well. 

Please prayerfully consider this  

stewardship to our parish. 

As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.  

                                                                               Joshua 24:15 

ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED 

We have had requests to have an 

evening Mass during the week since 

so many are at work and not able 

to attend daily morning Mass.  

Therefore, this Lent, we will be 

trying out a weekly evening Mass on Thursday  

evenings. This weekly Thursday evening Mass will 

begin at 5:45 pm and end around 6:15 pm. The first 

5:45 pm Mass will be on February 27. Our parish  

family welcomes you to join us at the Table.  
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Contact Jim Byrne to place an ad today! 
jbyrne@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2596

Critzman 
a u t o  B o d y

“On the Square”
Galesville, WI 582-4019

Bill’s Automotive
LIGHT TRUCK & AUTO REPAIR

1503 Holmen Dr. • Holmen, WI  54636
LUBE - TUNEUPS - EXHAUST - TIRES 

ALIGNMENT - DIAGNOSTICS

BILL BERANEK         608-526-3077

 

ONALASKA • 782-1252
 LA CROSSE LA CRESCENT 
 782-1252 895-2518

115 5th S. Suite 406, La Crosse 
birthright.org/en/landingpage/lp-lacrosse 

608-782-0373 • 1-800-550-4900 

Barry Ploessl, CFP®, AAMS®

Financial Advisor
814 S Main Street, Suite D
Holmen, WI 54636
Bus. 608-526-9364
barry.ploessl@edwardjones.com

Earl L. Bonsack, Inc.
Driving nice since 1963

‘Living the Dream’

Roofing • Siding • Remodels • New Construction 
Jim Caulum • (608) 780-0949

Because we understand the healing values of faith and tradition.

Dickinson Family Funeral Homes & crematory

www.dickinsonfuneralhomes.com
La Crosse  •  Onalaska  •  Holmen

WALTER PRODUCTS
313 N. Star Road

Holmen, WI 54636
608-526-4117

La Crosse Area: 
(608) 782-4035

Winona Area: 
(507) 454-3001

Weekend Breakfast Sat and Sun 7am to noon 
Sunday Breakfast Buffet Includes Eggs, Bacon, Sausage, 

Ham, American Fries, French Toast Sticks, Fresh Fruit, 
Danish, and Croissants.

Menu also available.        504 N. HOLMEN DR.

 Brandon Haugen 
 Office: 608.781.7120 
 Cell: 608.385.4831 
 Parish Member
No Pressure, Personal Approach to Potential Buyers/Sellers

Doyle law office
Steven P. Doyle

“Seeing a lawyer doesn’t have to be stressful”

1230 Ferry Street 785-1886

608-781-0924
www.sitarasalon.com 

W6822 Hilltop Drive • Onalaska, WI 54650

ONA SHEET METAL
Furnaces, Air Conditioners,

Custom Duct Work
PO Box 95 • Holmen, WI 54636

Steve Albitz • Paul Ernst 

608-783-6781

Andy’s Main Street Auto 
Lt. Truck & Auto Repair

BRAKES, TUNE-UP, EXHAUST, TIRES
604 So. Main • Holmen, WI
608-526-3131

Mark Hein DVM

608-526-2200

W7683 Old Hwy 93 
Holmen, WI 54636

24 Hr.  Emergency Service

D & M Recycling 
Full Service Recycling 

Cans • Paper • Newsprint • Glass • Scrap Metals 
INFO FOR FUND-RAISING 

Bonus: 5 cents on aluminium cans  
mention this ad

947 Riders Club Rd | Onalaska, WI
(608) 783-3750

Visit us at: www.carpetstogo.com

Serving the area’s flooring needs since 1970
Find us on Hwy. 35 between Onalaska and Holmen

783-1088 or www.Floorcraftersonline.com

 First Choice

Michael Richgels
Broker/Owner
(608) 781-7669 - office
(608) 780-4127 - cell

757 Sand Lake Rd • Onalaska, WI 54650

608-519-4324 ◆ BrightstarCare.com/LaCrosse

Bluffview Memory Care 
The Coulee Region’s Only Assisted Living Residency  

Solely Dedicated to Dementia
• “Home Away from Home” Environment • Weekly Rounding Physicians 
• Strong Life-Enrichment Programming • Early-Onset Dementia to End-of-Life Care 
• Dementia-Trained, Compassionate Staff • Internal Pendant System 
• Restaurant-Style Meal with Family Dining  • Relaxing Whirlpool Spa & Salon

To Schedule Your Tour, Call 608-526-5864 
2101 Bluffview Court • Holmen, WI

608-526-1635

$30 First Visit, includes Consultation, Exam and X-Rays 
Will donate that $30 to St. Elizabeth .

814 S. Main St., Holmen | holmenchiropractor.com | 608-526-3343

 
Steven Books, fic  

steven.books@kofc.org 
 715-279-2562

Life Insurance • Long-Term Care Insurance 
Retirement Annuities • Disability Income Insurance

Protecting Catholic families since 1882.

Todd A Trautmann, LUTCF, FIC, CLTC® 
Financial Consultant 
Coulee Region Associates 
505 Empire St Ste A, Holmen, WI 54636 
608-399-1285 


