
Messenger 

Spr ing Issue 2020 

 

515 N. Main S t .  

Holmen, WI 54636  
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The purpose of the Mother Seton Messenger is to assist a congregation of worshipers in  

becoming a communion of believers who act for the betterment of all.  

First expressions photography 

Stewardship: Discerning Our Gifts, Being Thankful, and Using Them 

By Isaac Mezera�

I have something to confess to each of you, right here in this newsle�er: I don’t always hop out of bed excited to go 

to church on Sunday morning. Some�mes I have to force myself to get into the car, make the short drive, and find a 

seat before 10:15. As a lector, I get a li�le anxious at the thought of standing up before you to proclaim God’s word. 

I’m scared I might pronounce a word wrong, I’m worried that the book won’t be on the correct page, and I wonder 

how awkwardly I just bowed in front of everyone. As a sixth grade religion instructor, I’m some�mes hesitant to 

spend an hour on Wednesday night teaching our faith. I’m afraid my message won’t get across to the kids, I worry 

that I won’t accurately portray my love of Catholicism, and I fear the kids will be more into their own world than 

God’s. �

I also have something to celebrate with you, right here in this newsle�er: I’ve rarely walked out of a Mass at              

St. Elizabeth’s without a smile on my face, thankful for the day ahead; when reading, I have yet to stumble over my 

words, the book is consistently on the right page, and frankly, I do most things awkwardly, including bowing; my    

sixth grade classes have o.en been the bright spot of my week � I know the students listen, and I’ve heard how our 

conversa�ons have deepened their faith. �

Time a.er �me, God reveals to me that my reluctance is born out of my own selfishness, insecurity, and fear.        

Consistently and gently, He reminds me of His love and His gi.s. Through a handshake, a poignant ques�on from a 

sixth grader, or eye contact from a parishioner while I proclaim the word, God uses those around me to tell me      

that I am his blessed son, and we have work to do. I am grateful to find the courage to hear that message and         

recognize my opportuni�es. �

Stewardship is about realizing our gi.s, acknowledging that they come from God, and using them to give back to all  

of our sisters and brothers. Stewardship is about no�cing that some�mes we see blessings as obliga�ons. And     

stewardship is about being grateful, not so much for what we have, but for what we can give. So, thank you,            

parishioner, for shaking my hand during the sign of peace; thank you, Father Parr, for the opportunity to proclaim the 

word at Mass, and thank you, Mary and Pat, for the opportunity to teach each Wednesday night. Lastly, thank you, 

the reader, for choosing to accept this invita�on: How God might be calling you to use your gi.s for the good of us all.�
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Do You Know This Parishioner? 

This parishioner was born in LaCrosse and graduated 

from Logan High School. He studied pre�forestry at 

LaCrosse State, and worked briefly with the U.S. Forest 

Service in California.�

He married his high school sweetheart and worked his 

way up from clerk to manager at Birnbaum’s Park and 

Shop grocery. In 1965, they built their first house in 

Holmen. He le+ the grocery business to build houses 

and become an electrician. Then, he managed House of 

Interiors, and during that ,me, bought a 275�acre farm, 

where he raised beef, hogs, and grain. He farmed for 23 

years while also working as an electrician. With his 

wife, he opened two businesses in Holmen. �

Re,ring in 2005, he and his wife traveled both abroad 

and within the U.S. un,l she passed away. He has two 

sons, a foster son, and a daughter, ten grandchildren, 

and four great grandchildren.�

His hobbies include hun,ng (in the past), fishing, 

woodworking, banjo, and yard work. At church, he is a 

minister of hospitality and a member of the Knights of 

Columbus; he has served on the Pastoral Council; he 

serves on the maintenance commi9ee; and he shares 

his woodworking talents crea,ng and restoring church 

furnishings. �

Last issue’s parishioners are sisters, Zoe and Ally 

Winchell, who a9end Holmen High School, where 

they are ac,ve in theater and sports; they also 

volunteer with St. Elizabeth’s food pantry, New 

Horizons women’s shelter, and other groups.�

�

For those who are stumped, the iden�ty of this 

issue’s parishioner will be revealed in the next 

issue of the newsle�er.�

�

�
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Parr for the Course... 

Someone once told me that Jesus had to be part Irish because he asked so many ques,ons. Indeed 

he did. There are three ques,ons he repeats in the Gospels. They are the three that o+en I find 

myself coming back to again and again.�

Jesus asks, �What are you looking for?”�

He asks, �What do you want me to do for you?”�

And He asks, �Do you love me?”�

�What are you looking for?” is a ques,on for those who yearn for God knows what and end up realizing that what they 

are yearning for is God.�

�What do you want me to do for you?” is the ques,on asked by a Lord who acts like a servant, eager to tend to our 

needs.�

�Do you love me?” is the ques,on asked by someone who wants to be in rela,onship with us and is willing to become 

completely vulnerable in order to do so.�

I think if you want to know what a Chris,an life entails, repeat o+en these three ques,ons and hold them close. And 

there is no be9er ,me to do so than these days of Lent.�

The Lord be with you.�

Father John Parr�
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Parish Life 

Stations of the Cross Refurbished  

Looking at the Staons of the Cross in the worship space from other than her usual viewpoint, Judy McHugh thought that while 

the Staons were beauful, they were “lost on the wall.” The Staons of the Cross, a 14�step devoon commemorang Jesus’s 

last day as a man, that have hung in our church since 1985, were a gi* to St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish from Blessed 

Sacrament. They had been in storage for a number of years a*er new ones were purchased as part of a remodeling project. �

With Father Parr’s permission, Judy began to look into the possibility of framing them, but a*er some research and consultaon 

with Lisa Fisher it was clear that a be3er opon was  mounng the individual staons on cathedral�shaped boards.�

Judy enlisted the help of Mike Kendhammer in cu5ng, shaping, and beveling the boards. A*er some experimentaon and with 

assistance from Sr. Bridget, Be3y Schultz, and Lisa Fisher, a finish for the boards was determined. The primer and gel stain were 

applied to the staons, several at a me, in the Bertelsen garage with the help of Ron and Janet Bertelsen. Lisa Fisher then 

applied several clear top coats to each of the boards plus one coat on the back to seal the boards. �

The staons were numbered but text idenfying the event was absent. Therese and Larry Sciborski created the text that was 

added above the image.  Larry added the li3le gold nail that appears on 

the outer edge of the text. The boards were then taken back to Mike 

along with the  Staons so that he could finish the project by a3aching 

the Staons to the boards.�

Finally, on November 16, Lisa and John Fisher, Ron and Janet Bertelsen, 

Judy McHugh, and Sister Bridget rehung the staons in tradional style 

with Staon I starng on the right front wall and ending with Staon     

XIV on the le* front wall. Funds for this project came from the parish 

Memorial Fund.�

This enhancement of the staons will surely heighten your experience as 

you pray the Staons of the Cross this Lent.�

�

 

Rotary Lights: Helping St. Elizabeth’s Food Pantry to Feed the Hungry 

This year, Rotary Lights celebrated the 25th year of its mission to feed the hungry of the Coulee region. For approximately 20 of 

those years, St. Elizabeth’s food pantry has been receiving food from the annual display; and this year, the pantry received a 

monetary donaon also. Over the years, the members of St. Elizabeth’s Food Pantry Commi3ee have honed their response to 

the tasks involved. These include: providing boxes and vehicles for food pickup on assigned nights; assisng with packing food 

into boxes/vehicles, if needed; hauling the food to the pantry and unloading, sorng, and shelving; and checking best by/

expiraon dates and organizing the inventory accordingly.�

Pat Stephens, member of the Rotary Lights Steering Commi3ee, is most gracious in his assignment of nights to our pantry. On 

each assigned night in 2019, either Les and Therese Frana or Anne and Mark Hein took a trailer to Rotary Lights to hold the 

collected food. In all, about 36 people volunteered at the park on the six nights in 2019. Another 32 people, directed by Judy 

Jakes, put in 151.5 hours unloading/sorng/shelving at the pantry. At a busy me of year, it is somemes difficult to recruit the 

help needed. Young people on holiday break and families are 

encouraged to consider volunteering for this effort in November/

December 2020.�

According to Pat Stephens, over 304,000 items were donated in 

2019. He reported that this is down from 2018, due to having only 

33 nights compared to 39 in 2018. The food received at Rotary 

Lights along with some smaller food donaons enables the pantry 

to assist the hungry unl the Scout food drive in March � with 

canned corn and green beans lasng much longer.  �

�

�
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One view of some of the full shelves at the pantry  

after Rotary Lights.�

The hanging crew: Judy McHugh, John Fisher, Lisa Fisher, 

Janet Bertelsen, Ron Bertelsen, and Sister Bridget.�
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New Pastoral Council Members 

Pa9y Heiderscheit, Bill Heinz, Mary Lenz, and Kathy Nicklaus have begun to serve on the Pastoral Council. Each was asked 

for a brief statement of what they hoped to accomplish during their ,me on the council. Basing her response on Father 

Parr’s charge to the new members, Kathy Nicklaus hopes to be “a good sounding board for Father Parr and the other 

members of the council, to establish herself as a connec,on to the council for parishioners, and to be part of good 

decisions that well help the parish.”�

Bill Heinz said "I am looking forward to serving the church in a capacity that can possibly�help our parish to realize our best 

religious experience while building camaraderie within our membership."��

Mary Lenz responded “I wish to be part of a group that first and foremost prays for the health and well�being of our parish 

during these ,mes of uncertainty amidst the sexual abuse scandal.�I hope to listen more closely to what my fellow 

parishioners are talking about and their overall concerns that will affect the future of St. Elizabeth and bring it to the 

a9en,on of the council for open and honest discussion and prayer.”�

Pa9y Heiderscheit said “As a Parish Council member I am looking forward to working with Father Parr, the staff, and other 

council members in furthering the mission and vision of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish.”�

The parish thanks Francis Brown, Shelly Linskey, Len Beranek, and Angie Hendrikson, whose terms have ended, and Les 

Giesler, who moved from the area, for their service on the council.�

Monsignor Del Malin Leaves His Home to the Parish 

Monsignor Del Malin, founding pastor of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, reminded the Pastoral Council at its January 

mee,ng of the prior gi+ of his home, that at his demise, would be available for use by the parish. In planning for his    

re,rement, Monsignor Malin asked Pat PedreI to look for a small house in Holmen for him. But Pat PedreI told him 

that he could get a be9er home if he had one built. At that ,me Sister Bridget Donaldson and Sister Jean Kroeger were 

ren,ng living space. Monsignor Malin approached them about the possibility of sharing, and with the approval of the 

Bishop and of the Sisters’ superior, they agreed to share the house. The Bishop also provided a loan for the house that 

was shown as a loan to the parish; however, Monsignor Malin repaid the loan, using the rent paid by the Sisters and his 

own funds. At this ,me, the loan has been repaid and legal ,tle to the house belongs to the parish.�

In recalling the building project in 2002, Monsignor Malin said that “people pitched in from all direc,ons.” Everything, 

except the flooring and drywalling was done by parishioners, and “everybody gave me a deal.” Asked what he thought 

should be done with the house, located at 909 Western Avenue, Holmen, Monsignor Malin suggested that it might be 

the rectory or it could be sold with the funds going to the parish building fund or to fund Catholic educa,on. But he said 

that it “was not up to him to figure out what to do with it.”�

As for his reason, Monsignor Malin said that he wanted to leave something to the parish. He said “I’ve had a great run as 

a priest all these years and St. Elizabeth was my adventure. Tossing in a house at the end just seems nice.”�
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From le�, Mary Lenz, Bill Heinz, Pa"y Heiderscheit, and Kathy Nicklaus.�



Book Reviews 

By Kathy Smalley�

Francis: The Journey and the Dream�

By Murray Bodo, Order of Friars Minor, 208 pages, paperback, 40th 

anniversary edi,on: 2012�

I am sure many of you can relate to my memories of 

having learned about the lives of some of the saints as a 

child. The Sisters would share stories of different saints 

they admired when I was in grade school and I am sure we had to do a report on our patron saint at one 

,me or another. Realizing that it has been years since I have added to that elementary educa,on regarding 

these holy men and women, I picked up the 40

th

 anniversary copy of Francis: the Journey and the Dream.�

I have always had an affinity for Saint Francis, who came alive for me when I was in Italy and walked the 

same steps he would have traveled in and around Assisi.�

Father Murray Bodo’s book on Saint Francis is not a typical biography. While it does contain facts and stories about the life 

and ,mes of Saint Francis, it is wri9en in a much more expressive, poe,c style. The chapters are only one or two pages 

long and the verbiage is ethereal, imagina,ve, lyrical. The reader is invited into the psyche of Francis; invited to experience 

what it would have been like to be Francis.�

At the end of the book is an interview with Father Bodo. One of the ques,ons asked was “When you wrote Francis: The 

Journey and the Dream, did you discover anything surprising about Saint Francis?” Father Bodo’s answer is excep,onal. I 

will share just one part of it here: “In short, it is the story of someone very human who started out wan,ng to be a knight 

and ended up a saint. It is the story of a man whose heart was changed by God and whose changed heart changed the 

world.”�

I invite you to pick up this very easy read that will add depth to your understanding of Saint Francis of Assisi. You will not 

be disappointed.�

�

Reverence: Renewing a Forgo�en Virtue�

By Paul Woodruff, 336 pages, paperback, 2014�

It has been my habit to choose books to review for this Newsle9er that I believe would appeal to most of 

the parish. So, I will preface this review with a disclaimer that this book may be challenging � unless you are 

a philosophy nerd like me. But just because it may be slightly more difficult to read, does not mean I do not 

whole heartedly recommend that you read it, especially given today’s poli,cal and societal climate.�

It dismays me that we have become a society more likely to condemn than forgive, more likely to blame 

than accept, more likely to isolate than welcome. And, it is precisely because of today’s conten,ous environment that I 

think we need to read this book.�

Professor Woodruff asks, “Why write about reverence? Because we have forgo9en what it means. Because reverence 

fosters leadership and educa,on. Most important, because reverence kindles warmth in friendship and family life. And 

because without reverence, things fall apart. People do not know how to respect each other and themselves. Without 

reverence, we cannot explain why we should treat the natural world with respect.”�

He says that, “Reverence is the capacity for a range of feelings and emo,ons that are linked; it is a sense that there is 

something larger than a human being, accompanied by capaci,es for awe, respect and shame.” And that “Reverence 

means keeping in mind that we share human weakness and vulnerability with other people. Compassion grows from a 

sense of common weakness.” �

What makes this book harder to read is that Professor Woodruff uses a lot of examples from ancient philosophy and 

literature to explain the importance of reverence. Despite this, his words are powerful and necessary. They call us to 

remember what is important and why it is so important.  Reverence, respect, compassion, leadership, awe, the Divine �  

all are important, and all are being drowned out by the noise of division and contempt today. “Reverence is a shared 

devo,on to high ideals.” �

I encourage you to tackle this book.  It will be well worth your ,me and will remind you of what is truly important.�

 

�
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The parish of St. Elizabeth Ann 

Seton is established to bring us 

together as a Catholic Faith 

Community. Our parish life 

centers on the Eucharist,     

during which we celebrate the 

presence of the Risen Lord 

among us. As a baptized faith 

community, we the people of 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish are open to the 

Spirit of Jesus who brings to us new life. 

 

We provide support for all our members 

through liturgy, worship, the sacraments,  

religious education, service and social events. 

We reflect a familial love in our ministry to one 

another. We are witnesses to the Christ who 

has touched our lives. We are His Church and 

proclaim His Gospel. We pursue justice and 

peace. We are responsible to the community 

at large of Holmen, the Diocese and the 

World. 

Here to Serve You 

 

Staff 

Pastor 

 Father John Parr ......................................................................... 526-4424 

Pastor Emeritus 

 Monsignor Delbert J. Malin ......................................................... 526-4908 

Pastoral Associate  

 Sister Bridget Donaldson, O.S.B................................................. 526-4849 

Pastoral Minister 

 Carol Reider ................................................................................ 526-4424 

Coordinator Religious Education, 3 year old –5th Grade 

 Mary Luebke ............................................................................... 526-4424 

Director Religious Education, 6 –12th Grade/Youth Minister 

 Patrick Brueggen ........................................................................ 526-4424 

Director of Music 

    Beth Lakmann ............................................................................. 526-4424 

Secretary 

     Sandy Jerue  .............................................................................. 526-4424 

 

Editorial Staff 

Publisher…………………………………………………. .. …..Father John Parr 

Editor ............................................................................. Katherine Warzynski 

Book Review Editor………………………………….. .………….Kathy Smalley 

 

 

Publication Schedule 

Vol 8   No 1     March 2020  Vol 8     No  3   September 2020 

Vol 8   No 2     June 2020  Vol 8     No  4   December 2020 
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Father John Parr 

Church of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 

515 N. Main St., Holmen, WI 54636-9387 
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