
Fourth Sunday of Lent 

March 22, 2020 

THE BANE AND THE BLESSED 

I was reading Time magazine while listening to the radio. Time had given two consecutive pages to advertising.  

The first page was urging readers to sanitize your phone with PhoneSoap. Colds and flus are a big threat so be 

protected. The ad pictured this sleek white case designed to hold, scrub, sanitize, disinfect, sterilize your cell phone.  

If you order it now and subscribe to Time, you can get a 20% discount. The opposite page was selling a smarter 

night light called Glow. Glow has a warm and inviting LED light that activates when you flip it over, then gradually 

dims as you wind down to that much desired sleep  And when properly set, it will “gently wake you.”  It offers lots 

of other options that will enhance your visit to dreamland and provide a warm welcome upon your return to the 

awakened world. 

 

And my world was abruptly awakened as I put aside Glow and listened to the story on the radio. It told about 

parents living in refugee camps in Mexico, just across our border. The camps are intolerable. Because of the  

violence and threats to health, parents are 

making the decision to part with their children 

and watch them walk across the bridge into 

the United States where they will be treated 

for illness or protected from the cold or 

perhaps united with relatives. A father told the 

reporter, “I told a white lie to my 6 year old 

son. I told him I would soon be joining him.”   

 

I will never purchase a Glow night light, and 

Phone Soap will not handle my flip phone. But 

I live in a world where such things are always 

before my eyes. But also before my eyes is 

Christ in the brilliant disguise of the stranger, 

the vulnerable, the unwanted. 

 

It breaks my heart to think about the parents 

and children described on that news report. It 

breaks my heart. But it is Lent, and I must learn 

that it is only through a broken heart that the 

Lord Jesus may enter in. 

 

The Lord be with you. 

Father John Parr  



SEAS SIMPLE LIVING 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  

Until further notice all meetings are being 

canceled. We still need to get work done 

as a council, so we will work on how we can 

do some web conferencing and using some 

online voting tools to help us keep the  

council moving forward. 

 

Please review the link from our Supreme Knight  

Carl Anderson. https://myemail.constantcontact.com/

Coronavirus-Guidelines-… 

Please let us know if you have any questions. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
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SEAS STEWADSHIP 

Lorraine Atkinson 

Sara (Wozney) Balaker 

Judy Bockenhauer 

Rebecca Chatfield 

Paul Collins 

The Donaldson Family 

Bill Druliner 

DeEtte Gillmeister 

Sherry Hanson 

June Kukovec 

Michele Lindemann 

Jerome Malin 

Ernie Modjeski 

Ken Proctor 

Bailey Rohrer 

Mary Roerkohl 

Barry Schaller 

Sascha Stephens 

Colleen Tisil 

Addison Quinn Usitalo 

In Laudato Si’, On Care for Our Common 

Home, Pope Francis states: “To be  

serenely present to each reality,  

however small it may be, opens us to 

much greater horizons of understanding 

and personal fulfilment.” Paragraph 222.   

For our own good as well as the good of 

others, we should be present in each  

situation we find ourselves in. St. Therese of Lisieux, 

who as a Carmelite nun was not allowed to perform 

great deeds, said “Miss no single opportunity of  

making some small sacrifice, here by a smiling look, 

there by a kindly word; always doing the smallest right 

and doing it all for love.”  

Even with small things, the impact of our mindful 

presence on family, friends, or strangers can have a 

great impact not only on them, but also on our  

understanding of what Jesus taught us. 

Thank you to everyone who has turned in their  

Stewardship response forms. It is most important this 

year that EVERYONE turn one in because we have 

cleared out all names from the ministry schedules. We 

will only be inputting and using names for upcoming 

schedules that we receive from this year’s responses.  

Our lists were outdated and needed to be updated.  

Therefore, if you wish to continue with your ministries, 

you must turn in your cards. They are due on March 

23

rd

. Thank you for placing your gifts of time, talent, 

and treasure at the service of God and God’s people. 

SEAS has the option for online giving. The user friendly 

format can be found on the MyParish app Giving  

button, on our parish website (seasholmen.org) or for 

those of you already giving electronically from your 

checking or savings, you can download the Give+ app 

for free.  

We added the Easter fund along with weekly giving. 

You are able to give through your savings, checking, by 

debit or credit. Any questions, contact Sandy Jerue in 

the parish office. Thank you for your stewardship to our 

parish. 

ONLINE GIVING 

O Mary, Health of the Sick, 

you always shine on our path 

as a sign of salvation and of hope. 

We entrust ourselves to you. 

You know what we need, 

and we are sure you will provide, 

so that, as in Cana of Galilee, 

we may return to joy and to feasting 

after this time of trial. 

 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 

to do as we are told by Jesus, 

who has taken upon himself our sufferings 

and carried our sorrows, 

leading us through the cross 

to the joy of the resurrection. 

Amen. 

(Pope Francis, March 2020) 



SCRIPTURE READINGS-FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
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Reading 1 1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a 

The LORD said to Samuel:  “Fill your horn with oil, and be on your way. I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem, for I have 

chosen my king from among his sons.” 

As Jesse and his sons came to the sacrifice, Samuel looked at Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed is here  

before him.” But the LORD said to Samuel: “Do not judge from his appearance or from his lofty stature, because I have 

rejected him. 

Not as man sees does God see, because man sees the appearance but the LORD looks into the heart.” In the same way 

Jesse presented seven sons before Samuel, but Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any one of these.” Then 

Samuel asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?” Jesse replied, “There is still the youngest, who is tending the 

sheep.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Send for him; we will not begin the sacrificial banquet until he arrives here.” Jesse sent and 

had the young man brought to them. He was ruddy, a youth handsome to behold and making a splendid appearance. The 

LORD said, “There—anoint him, for this is the one!” Then Samuel, with the horn of oil in hand, anointed David in the  

presence of his brothers; and from that day on, the spirit of the LORD rushed upon David. 

 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 23: 1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6. 

R. (1)  The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. beside restful waters he leads me; he refreshes my soul. 

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

He guides me in right paths for his name’s sake. Even though I walk in the dark valley I fear no evil; for you are at my side 

With your rod and your staff that give me courage. 

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

You spread the table before me in the sight of my foes; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

Only goodness and kindness follow me all the days of my life; and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD for years to 

come. 

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

 

Reading 2 Eph 5:8-14 

Brothers and sisters: You were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light, for light produces 

every kind of goodness and righteousness and truth. Try to learn what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the fruitless 

works of darkness; rather expose them, for it is shameful even to mention the things done by them in secret; but everything 

exposed by the light becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore, it says: 

 “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will give you light.” 

 

Verse Before the Gospel Jn 8:12 

I am the light of the world, says the Lord; whoever follows me will have the light of life. 

 

Gospel Jn 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38  

As Jesus passed by he saw a man blind from birth. He spat on the ground and made clay with the saliva, and smeared the 

clay on his eyes, and said to him, “Go wash in the Pool of Siloam” — which means Sent —.So he went and washed, and 

came back able to see. 

His neighbors and those who had seen him earlier as a beggar said, “Isn’t this the one who used to sit and beg?” Some 

said, “It is, “but others said, “No, he just looks like him.” He said, “I am.” 

They brought the one who was once blind to the Pharisees. Now Jesus had made clay and opened his eyes on a sabbath. 

So then the Pharisees also asked him how he was able to see. He said to them, “He put clay on my eyes, and I washed, 

and now I can see.” So some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, because he does not keep the sabbath.” But 

others said, “How can a sinful man do such signs?” And there was a division among 

them. So they said to the blind man again, “What do you have to say about him, since 

he opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” 

They answered and said to him, “You were born totally in sin, and are you  

trying to teach us?” Then they threw him out. 

When Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, he found him and said, “Do you  

believe in the Son of Man?” He answered and said, “Who is he, sir, that I may believe 

in him?” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” He 

said, “I do believe, Lord,” and he worshiped him. 
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PARISH INFORMATION 

PARISH RECTORY & OFFICE 

Phone ............................................................................... 526-4424 

Fax Number .................................................................... 526-3177 

Email: office@seasholmen.org 

STAFF 

Pastor, Father John Parr ............................................... 526-4424 

pastor@seasholmen.org 

Pastor Emeritus, Monsignor Delbert J. Malin............. 526-4908 

djm133@charter.net 

sbridget@seasholmen.org 

Pastoral Minister, Carol Reider .................................... 526-4424 

carol@seasholmen.org 

C.R.E. (3 years-gr. 5),.Mary Luebke ………………526-4424                                          

                                                reled@seasholmen.org 

 ...... 526-4424 

youth@seasholmen.org 

Director of Music, Beth Lakmann…………………..526-4424                                                                                 

                                                 music@seasholmen.org 

Secretary, Sandy Jerue ................................................. 526-4424 

                                                    office@seasholmen.org 

Sister Jean ....................................................................... 526-4908 

sjean@seasholmen.org 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Weekend: Sat. 5:00 pm and Sun. 8:00 & 10:15 am 

Weekday: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 am except Tues. 7:00 am 

Gluten Free Hosts: St. Elizabeth’s has gluten free hosts available. 

Please contact Fr. Parr, and he will make the necessary 

arrangements. 

SACRAMENTS 

Reconciliation: Saturday 4:00 pm or by appointment.  

Baptism: Baptism involves membership in the church. Parents are 

to attend a  session early in the pregnancy.  

Marriage: Our church is trying to create successful marriages. This 

takes some time. Arrangements for a wedding date are to be 

made at least six months before the anticipated date. 

Anointing of the Sick: Communal celebrations in fall and spring. 

Individual celebrations upon request. Please call the office when 

family members are hospitalized. 

PASTORAL VISITATION 

Anyone who desires a personal home visit is invited to call the 

parish office. 

CATECHUMENATE 

Anyone wishing to become a full member of the Church is invited 

to visit the parish office.  

 

PARISH NEWS 

Parish Council Members 

Alyson Haugen 

Jennifer Fisk 

Brian Clements 

Christine Olson 

Mary Lenz 

Kathy Nicklaus 

Bill Heinz 

Patty Heiderscheit 

Finance Council Members 

Larry Warzynski                         Shawn Handland 

Janice Dvoracek                          Barry Ploessl 

Pat Stephens 

With the approval of the bishop, and the  

recommendation of the Pastoral Council, the parish has 

accepted the offer to purchase back from the Town of 

Holland the parcel of land sold with the intention of it 

being used to build the community center. Since the 

land is no longer needed for that purpose, the parish 

will buy it back at the same price for which it was sold. 

The contract work is underway. We are grateful to the 

members of the Town of Holland board and also our 

diocesan attorney for making the purchase possible. 

FAITH FORMATION 

What are prayers of supplication? 

Supplication is simply asking. This type of prayer com-

pels a person to put aside their desires and trust in the  

goodness of the Lord. There are many things we prob-

ably wish God would give or do for our families, or  

ourselves, because God loves us; he allows us to come 

to him and ask, to petition in prayer these requests.  

Supplication requires humility, which means that, no 

matter what we are asking, we remember the answer is 

always up to God, who is all-knowing and will assure 

we get what is best for us. 

Gingras, Allison. Ways to Pray. TakeOut. March 2020 

pg. 3 print 

 

Important Faith Formation Dates 

WED., March 25 - Penance Service is  

available at church 6:30 pm 

WED., April 1 -  No Faith Formation classes until further 

notice, please refer to the email sent out by 

Patrick Brueggen. 

 Please like us on Facebook @ St.ElizabethsHolmen 

for up-to-date notifications. 

MASS INTENTIONS 

All Mass Intentions are being honored every day. 

Fr. Parr is still offering up Mass privately during this 

time when public Masses are cancelled and any Mass 

Intentions you wish will be offered up. There are still 

openings in the 2020 calendar. Please contact Sandy 

in the parish office to arrange for your Mass  

Intentions. 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Sunday, March 22            4th Sunday of Lent 

Mass Intention                      †      Rod Clark 

Mass Intention          People of SEAS 

 

 

Monday, March 23   Lenten Weekday 

Mass Intention                     †        Kathy Hawes 

 

Tuesday, March 24    Lenten Weekday 

Mass Intention                     †    Angeline Haug 

6:00 pm Sacrament of Penance 

6:30 pm Adult Lenten Bible Study-Cancelled 

 

 

Wednesday, March 25   The Annunciation  

      of the Lord 

Mass Intention                     †        Otto Rousseau 

6:30 pm Faith Formation classes-Cancelled 

6:00 pm Sacrament of Penance      

 

Thursday, March 26    Lenten Weekday 

Mass Intention                 †        Marian McKenzie 

Mass Intention                              People of SEAS   

6:30 pm Faith Seekers Soup Supper-Cancelled   

 

Friday, March 27   Lenten Weekday 

Mass Intention                Special Intention for the  

      Brian Clements Family 

      

 

Saturday, March 28    Lenten Weekday 

10:00am Sacrament of Penance 

4:00 pm      Sacrament of Penance 

                                Vigil:  5th Sunday of Lent 

Mass Intention                     †       Susan Schafer 

 

 

Sunday, March 29   5th Sunday of Lent 

Mass Intention                       †      Rod Clark           

Mass Intention                  People of SEAS 
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OFFICE HOURS 

FOOD PANTRY 

During this difficult time, we want to keep everyone 

safe and healthy. The parish office may be open with 

limited hours to keep our staff healthy as well. It is best 

to call before venturing out to the church to assure 

someone is in the office.  

NEEDS 

At this time, the parish is gathering a small 

committee to determine how we can best 

meet the needs of our parishioners. In the 

meantime, if you have any needs, please do 

not hesitate to contact us. 

Parishioners…please be aware that the food pantry is 

available for your use at any time. There is no  

documentation needed and no questions are ever 

asked.  Our usual hours are Tuesday and Fridays from 

9 am – 11 am, but just give us a call at the parish  

office at 608-526-4424 if those times don’t work for 

you. All requests are confidential, and we are  

privileged to serve you. Also, if you know of others who 

are in need of food pantry assistance, please let them 

know of the help available at St. Elizabeth’s.  

Food Pantry Volunteers:  If you wish to step away from 

your duties at this time for any reason, just call Carol 

Reider or Sr. Bridget at 608-526-4424 and we will 

place you on “hold” for now.  Let us all hold one  

another in prayer during this time of great need.  

God bless. 

 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 

The Sacrament of Penance is available with Fr. Parr. 

 

�� Tues., March 24 - 6:00pm 

�� Wed., March 25 - 6:00pm 

�� Sat., March 28 - 10:00am & 4:00pm 

�� Tues., March 31 - 6:00pm 

�� Wed., April 1 - 6:00pm 

�� Sat., April 4 - 10:00am & 4:00pm 

�� Tues., April 7 - 6:00pm 

�� Wed., April 8 - 6:00pm 
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Contact Jim Byrne to place an ad today! 
jbyrne@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2596

Bill’s Automotive
LIGHT TRUCK & AUTO REPAIR

1503 Holmen Dr. • Holmen, WI  54636
LUBE - TUNEUPS - EXHAUST - TIRES 

ALIGNMENT - DIAGNOSTICS

BILL BERANEK         608-526-3077

 

ONALASKA • 782-1252
 LA CROSSE LA CRESCENT 
 782-1252 895-2518

115 5th S. Suite 406, La Crosse 
birthright.org/en/landingpage/lp-lacrosse 

608-782-0373 • 1-800-550-4900 

Barry Ploessl, CFP®, AAMS®

Financial Advisor
814 S Main Street, Suite D
Holmen, WI 54636
Bus. 608-526-9364
barry.ploessl@edwardjones.com

Earl L. Bonsack, Inc.
Driving nice since 1963

‘Living the Dream’

Because we understand the healing values of faith and tradition.

Dickinson Family Funeral Homes & crematory

www.dickinsonfuneralhomes.com
La Crosse  •  Onalaska  •  Holmen

WALTER PRODUCTS
313 N. Star Road

Holmen, WI 54636
608-526-4117

La Crosse Area: 
(608) 782-4035

Winona Area: 
(507) 454-3001

Weekend Breakfast Sat and Sun 7am to noon 
Sunday Breakfast Buffet Includes Eggs, Bacon, Sausage, 

Ham, American Fries, French Toast Sticks, Fresh Fruit, 
Danish, and Croissants.

Menu also available.        504 N. HOLMEN DR.

 Brandon Haugen 
 Office: 608.781.7120 
 Cell: 608.385.4831 
 Parish Member
No Pressure, Personal Approach to Potential Buyers/Sellers

608-781-0924
www.sitarasalon.com 

W6822 Hilltop Drive • Onalaska, WI 54650

ONA SHEET METAL
Furnaces, Air Conditioners,

Custom Duct Work
PO Box 95 • Holmen, WI 54636

Steve Albitz • Paul Ernst 

608-783-6781

Andy’s Main Street Auto 
Lt. Truck & Auto Repair

BRAKES, TUNE-UP, EXHAUST, TIRES
604 So. Main • Holmen, WI
608-526-3131

Serving the area’s flooring needs since 1970
Find us on Hwy. 35 between Onalaska and Holmen

783-1088 or www.Floorcraftersonline.com

Roofing • Siding • Remodels • New Construction 
Jim Caulum • (608) 780-0949

Mark Hein DVM

608-526-2200

W7683 Old Hwy 93 
Holmen, WI 54636

24 Hr.  Emergency Service

D & M Recycling 
Full Service Recycling 

Cans • Paper • Newsprint • Glass • Scrap Metals 
INFO FOR FUND-RAISING 

Bonus: 5 cents on aluminium cans  
mention this ad

947 Riders Club Rd | Onalaska, WI
(608) 783-3750

Visit us at: www.carpetstogo.com

 First Choice

Michael Richgels
Broker/Owner
(608) 781-7669 - office
(608) 780-4127 - cell

757 Sand Lake Rd • Onalaska, WI 54650

608-519-4324 ◆ BrightstarCare.com/LaCrosse

Bluffview Memory Care 
The Coulee Region’s Only Assisted Living Residency  

Solely Dedicated to Dementia
• “Home Away from Home” Environment • Weekly Rounding Physicians 
• Strong Life-Enrichment Programming • Early-Onset Dementia to End-of-Life Care 
• Dementia-Trained, Compassionate Staff • Internal Pendant System 
• Restaurant-Style Meal with Family Dining  • Relaxing Whirlpool Spa & Salon

To Schedule Your Tour, Call 608-526-5864 
2101 Bluffview Court • Holmen, WI

608-526-1635

$30 First Visit, includes Consultation, Exam and X-Rays 
Will donate that $30 to St. Elizabeth .

814 S. Main St., Holmen | holmenchiropractor.com | 608-526-3343

 
Steven Books, fic  

steven.books@kofc.org 
 715-279-2562

Life Insurance • Long-Term Care Insurance 
Retirement Annuities • Disability Income Insurance

Protecting Catholic families since 1882.

Todd A Trautmann, LUTCF, FIC, CLTC® 
Financial Consultant 
Coulee Region Associates 
505 Empire St Ste A, Holmen, WI 54636 
608-399-1285 

Steven P. Doyle
Johns Flaherty & Collins

“Seeing a lawyer doesn’t have to be stressful”

205 5th Ave S 784-5678

Sean O’Flaherty • Scott J. Curtis
784-1605 • www.lacrosselaw.com
201 Main Street, Suite 1000 • La Crosse


