
Fifth Sunday of Lent 

March 29, 2020 

THE BANE AND THE BLESSED 

Jesus never asked for 

admirers. In the Gospels, he 

never asks for worshippers. 

Always Jesus is asking us to be 

followers. Always Jesus says 

to us, “Be me in the world.” To 

be a disciple of Christ means 

we depend not on our doing 

but upon what he has done, 

and is doing in us. 

 

Jesus tells us we are to “bear 

good fruit.” (John 15) I am not 

a gardener but I am certain 

that there can be no good 

fruit without good roots. God 

gives us our roots in baptism. 

We are rooted in him,  

watered with the sacraments, 

warmed with the fire of the 

Holy Spirit. God wants our 

roots to go deep into his life. 

 

We bear good fruit if we are living lives of prayer, service, love. In my life, and I suspect the lives of others,  

nothing chokes off the life of prayer like anger, envy, bitterness. As Pope Francis suggests, what good does love do 

if it does not open the doors of our hearts, open our hands in generosity, our homes to hospitality and our churches 

to welcome and acceptance?   

 

We bear good fruit if we pray each day, celebrate the sacraments frequently, ask forgiveness and forgive others. 

 

Always we find Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane, and in the garden of the tomb. May we sink our roots in both 

gardens. Deeper today than yesterday. And deeper tomorrow than today. 

 

The Lord be with you. 

Father John Parr  

 



SEAS SIMPLE LIVING 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
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SEAS STEWARDSHIP 

Sara (Wozney) Balaker 

Judy Bockenhauer 

Rebecca Chatfield 

Paul Collins 

The Donaldson Family 

Bill Druliner 

DeEtte Gillmeister 

Sherry Hanson 

June Kukovec 

Michele Lindemann 

Jerome Malin 

Ernie Modjeski 

Ken Proctor 

Bailey Rohrer 

Mary Roerkohl 

Barry Schaller 

Sascha Stephens 

Colleen Tisil 

Addison Quinn Usitalo 

Mass intentions are readily available in the 2020  

calendar year. If you would like to have a Mass  

offered for a loved one, living or deceased, or for a 

special intention, please contact the parish office to 

schedule your Mass Intentions. Fr. Parr is will offer these 

during his daily and weekend private Masses. Just call 

the parish office to reserve a date. The Mass stipend is 

$10.00 and could be mailed to the church. 

This week, we look at the fifth sentence 

of Paragraph 222 in Pope Francis’  

encyclical Laudato Si’: “Christian 

spirituality proposes a growth marked by 

moderation and the capacity to be  

happy with little.” But this is not the 

message that comes at us from the media 

that pervades our waking life. We seem 

to have lost the concept of “enough.” While I have 

enough food, clothing, shelter, money, etc., it is possible 

to want more. But then as Father Parr wrote in the 

newsletter, we become “those who yearn- for God 

knows what -and end up realizing that what [we] are 

yearning for is God.” 

St. Augustine of Hippo expressed it this way: "Thou hast 

made us for thyself, and our heart is restless until it 

finds its rest in thee.” What brought St. Augustine to this 

point was a succession of desperate searches for  

fulfillment: excessive pleasures, false religions,  

dissipation, and distractions. We probably experience 

some or all of these ourselves.  

Pope Francis, however, is trying to help us see that our 

happiness lies in moderation - being content with the 

“enough” that we have. And that this contentment is not 

only good for us, but also for the world in which we 

live. 

MASS INTENTIONS 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

Reminder- the 40 Days of Giving (hygiene 

drive) for the food pantry continues through 

Lent. Call the parish office before dropping off 

any donated items to see if the church is open. Thank 

you to those that have already been dropping off 

items such as soap, shampoo, and laundry  

detergent. Your donations are greatly appreciated.  

Please check out the Knights of Columbus Council 

#9385 on Facebook for council updates as well as the 

website: www.seasholmen.org. 

Thank you to all who returned their Stewardship  

response cards by the deadline of March 23

rd

.  If yours 

is still in your “to-do” pile, we ask that you PLEASE send 

fill it out and send it in ASAP. We have cleared out all 

our former ministry lists and will be moving forward 

with only those who respond this year…and we are 

missing quite a few of our regular volunteers. We need 

to hear from all of our parishioners to keep our records 

updated. Thank you. 

In these extraordinary times, even when we must 

“shelter in place,” there are many ways to make use of 

our time, talent, and treasure. First and foremost, we 

can hold each other in prayer and include in our  

prayer all those who are ill, those who are helping 

keep us safe, and those who are without the resources 

that so many of us have. Second, we can do what we 

can to bring a bit of kindness and joy to the world. 

Make a call to someone who is isolated, send a card to 

someone who is in a care facility, or paint a picture on 

your sidewalk to make someone smile. Small gestures 

of kindness go a long way. Finally, those who have the 

resources in this difficult economy can continue to help 

others. If you can drop off, mail, or electronically  

support our parish budget during this time, it would be 

greatly appreciated. In addition, we are continuing 

with our parish food pantry. Donations are always  

accepted and definitely needed and treasured. In all 

these ways, we continue with our stewardship and with 

seeing the face of Christ in all our sisters and brothers.  

Online giving can be done through the Myparish 

app, our website (seasholmen.org) or call Sandy in 

the parish office to have a sign-up form mailed to you 

to send back for automatic withdrawals from your  

checking or savings account. If you 

have any questions on setting these 

up, please do hesitate to contact us. 

Thank you and God bless! 
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Reading 1 Ez 37:12-14 

Thus says the Lord GOD: O my people, I will open your graves and have you rise from them, and bring you back to the 

land of Israel. Then you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves and have you rise from them, O my  

people! I will put my spirit in you that you may live, and I will settle you upon your land; thus you shall know that I am 

the LORD. I have promised, and I will do it, says the LORD. 

 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8. 

R. (7) With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption. 

Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD; LORD, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to my voice in supplication. 

R. With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption. 

If you, O LORD, mark iniquities, LORD, who can stand? But with you is forgiveness, that you may be revered. 

R. With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption. 

I trust in the LORD; my soul trusts in his word. More than sentinels wait for the dawn, let Israel wait for the LORD. 

R. With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption. 

For with the LORD is kindness and with him is plenteous redemption; And he will redeem Israel from all their iniquities. 

R. With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption. 

 

Reading 2 Rom 8:8-11 

Brothers and sisters: Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. But you are not in the flesh; on the contrary, you are 

in the spirit, if only the Spirit of God dwells in you. Whoever does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 

But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the spirit is alive because of righteousness. If the Spirit 

of the one who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, the one who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your 

mortal bodies also, through his Spirit dwelling in you. 

 

Verse Before the GospelJn 11:25a, 26 

I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord; whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will never die. 

 

Gospel Jn 11:1-45 

Jn 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45 

The sisters of Lazarus sent word to Jesus, saying, “Master, the one you love is ill.” When Jesus heard this he said, “This 

illness is not to end in death, but is for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” Now Jesus 

loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. So when he heard that he was ill, he remained for two days in the place 

where he was. Then after this he said to his disciples, +Let us go back to Judea.” 

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. When Martha heard that Jesus 

was coming, she went to meet him; but Mary sat at home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother 

would not have died. But even now I know that whatever you ask of God, God will give you.” Jesus said to her, Your 

brother will rise.” 

Martha said, “I know he will rise, in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the life;  

whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you  

believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord. I have come to believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, the one who is 

coming into the world.” 

He became perturbed and deeply troubled, and said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Sir, come and 

see.” And Jesus wept. So the Jews said, “See how he loved him.” But some of them said, “Could not the one who opened 

the eyes of the blind man have done something so that this man would not have died?” So Jesus, perturbed again, came 

to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay across it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the dead man’s sister, 

said to him, “Lord, by now there will be a stench; he has been dead for four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you 

that if you believe you will see the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus raised his eyes and said, 

“Father, I thank you for hearing me. I know that you always hear me; but because of the crowd here I have said this, 

that they may believe that you sent me.” And when he had said this, He cried out in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 

The dead man came out, tied hand and foot with burial bands, and his face was wrapped in a cloth. So Jesus said to 

them, “Untie him and let him go.”  

Now many of the Jews who had come to Mary and seen what he had done began to believe in him. 
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PARISH INFORMATION 

PARISH RECTORY & OFFICE 

Phone ............................................................................... 526-4424 

Fax Number .................................................................... 526-3177 

Email: office@seasholmen.org 

STAFF 

Pastor, Father John Parr ............................................... 526-4424 

pastor@seasholmen.org 

Pastor Emeritus, Monsignor Delbert J. Malin............. 526-4908 

djm133@charter.net 

sbridget@seasholmen.org 

Pastoral Minister, Carol Reider .................................... 526-4424 

carol@seasholmen.org 

C.R.E. (3 years-gr. 5),.Mary Luebke ………………526-4424                                          

                                                reled@seasholmen.org 

 ...... 526-4424 

youth@seasholmen.org 

Director of Music, Beth Lakmann…………………..526-4424                                                                                 

                                                 music@seasholmen.org 

Secretary, Sandy Jerue ................................................. 526-4424 

                                                    office@seasholmen.org 

Sister Jean ....................................................................... 526-4908 

sjean@seasholmen.org 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Weekend: Sat. 5:00 pm and Sun. 8:00 & 10:15 am 

Weekday: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 am except Tues. 7:00 am 

Gluten Free Hosts: St. Elizabeth’s has gluten free hosts available. 

Please contact Fr. Parr, and he will make the necessary 

arrangements. 

SACRAMENTS 

Reconciliation: Saturday 4:00 pm or by appointment.  

Baptism: Baptism involves membership in the church. Parents are 

to attend a  session early in the pregnancy.  

Marriage: Our church is trying to create successful marriages. This 

takes some time. Arrangements for a wedding date are to be 

made at least six months before the anticipated date. 

Anointing of the Sick: Communal celebrations in fall and spring. 

Individual celebrations upon request. Please call the office when 

family members are hospitalized. 

PASTORAL VISITATION 

Anyone who desires a personal home visit is invited to call the 

parish office. 

CATECHUMENATE 

Anyone wishing to become a full member of the Church is invited 

to visit the parish office.  

 

FAMILY AND FAITH 

Parish Council Members 

Alyson Haugen 

Jennifer Fisk 

Brian Clements 

Christine Olson 

Mary Lenz 

Kathy Nicklaus 

Bill Heinz 

Patty Heiderscheit 

Finance Council Members 

Larry Warzynski                         Shawn Handland 

Janice Dvoracek                          Barry Ploessl 

Pat Stephens 

 

May we who are merely inconvenienced  

remember those whose lives are at stake. 

May we who have no risk factors  

remember those who are most vulnerable. 

May we who have the luxury of working from home  

remember those who must choose between preserving 

their health and making their rent. 

May we who have the flexibility of caring for  

our children  

remember those who have no options. 

May we who have to cancel our trips  

remember those who have no safe place to go. 

May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult 

of the economic market  

remember those who have no margin at all. 

May we who settle in for a quarantine at home  

remember those who have no home. 

During this time when we cannot physically wrap our 

arms around each other, 

let us find ways to be the loving embrace of God to 

our neighbors. 

As fear grips our country, let us choose love. 

There’s more to life than earthly life. 

This Sunday I began contemplating our current  

situation; how it is a tiny model of the much larger  

reality of the Fall of man and God’s Gift of Heaven 

and Eternal Salvation. We don’t have a clue about how 

our earthly happiness pales in comparison to the joy of 

what is to come.  Here we sit in this time of waiting, in 

absence of our most prized earthly privileges, including 

receiving the Gift of the Eucharist, that we have taken 

for granted and never thought could be denied. Even 

though we have means of communicating and being 

together while maintaining distance, and we can watch 

church on tv, none of it compares to being healthy, free, 

fully together and feasting on the Eucharist. What give 

us hope in the short run? We have joy in knowing the 

quarantine will someday soon be lifted and we can 

gather for Mass, family and friends again. Why stop 

there? 

Imagine if we had been living in the luxury of Heaven 

and knew perfect love, health, union and communion 

with God and each other and had fallen to earthly 

“quarantine” as Adam and Eve did.  How much more 

would we thirst and yearn for true Salvation?  God has 

so much more planned for us. 

Please use this time to open your heart to God; pray 

and study His word. Get to know Him. As you care for 

your loved ones physical needs don’t forget their  

spiritual needs.                      Mary Luebke, C.R.E. 



SACRAMENT OF RECONCILLIATION  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Sunday, March 29            5th Sunday of Lent 

Mass Intention                       †      Rod Clark 

 

 

Monday, March 30   Lenten Weekday 

Mass Intention                               Special Intention for Jason 

 

Tuesday, March 31    Lenten Weekday 

Mass Intention           Special Intention for Knights of Columbus 

6:00 pm Sacrament of Penance 

 

Wednesday, April 1   Lenten Weekday 

Mass Intention                      †       Angeline Haug 

6:00 pm Sacrament of Penance 

    

Thursday, April 2    Lenten Weekday 

Mass Intention                         People of SEAS 

 

Friday, April 3   Lenten Weekday 

Mass Intention            †    Ralph Fisk 

      

 

Saturday, April 4     Lenten Weekday 

10:00am Sacrament of Penance 

4:00 pm      Sacrament of Penance 

                                Vigil:   Palm Sunday 

Mass Intention                    †         Willard Tanke 

 

 

Sunday, April 5   Palm Sunday 

Mass Intention                    †         Alex, Theresa, Ron and  

      Rudy Wozney  
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The Sacrament of Penance is available with Fr. Parr. 

 

�� Tues., March 24 - 6:00pm 

�� Wed., March 25 - 6:00pm 

�� Sat., March 28 - 10:00am & 4:00pm 

�� Tues., March 31 - 6:00pm 

�� Wed., April 1 - 6:00pm 

�� Sat., April 4 - 10:00am & 4:00pm 

�� Tues., April 7 - 6:00pm 

�� Wed., April 8 - 6:00pm 

During this difficult time, we want to keep everyone 

safe and healthy. The parish office may be open with 

limited hours to keep our staff healthy as well. It is best 

to call before venturing out to the church to assure 

someone is in the office.  

OFFICE HOURS 

NEEDS 

At this time, the parish is gathering a small 

committee to determine how we can best 

meet the needs of our parishioners. In the 

meantime, if you have any needs, please 

do not hesitate to contact us. 

PARISH WEBSITE-WWW.SEASHOLMEN.ORG 

Please visit our website. There are many useful links, 

such as the TVMass, readings, and letters from the  

pastor. If there is something you would like added to 

our website, please contact the parish office. 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

When we find ourselves at a 

time when it is not possible to 

receive the Eucharist, we can 

still make a spiritual  

communion. We can make a 

spiritual communion using our 

own words or we can use one 

of the beautiful traditional 

spiritual communion prayers, 

including this one by  

St. Alphonsus Liguori. 

 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most 

Holy Sacrament.  

I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You 

into my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment receive You 

sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.  

I embrace You as if You were already there and unite 

myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 
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Bill’s Automotive
LIGHT TRUCK & AUTO REPAIR

1503 Holmen Dr. • Holmen, WI  54636
LUBE - TUNEUPS - EXHAUST - TIRES 

ALIGNMENT - DIAGNOSTICS

BILL BERANEK         608-526-3077

 

ONALASKA • 782-1252
 LA CROSSE LA CRESCENT 
 782-1252 895-2518

115 5th S. Suite 406, La Crosse 
birthright.org/en/landingpage/lp-lacrosse 

608-782-0373 • 1-800-550-4900 

Barry Ploessl, CFP®, AAMS®

Financial Advisor
814 S Main Street, Suite D
Holmen, WI 54636
Bus. 608-526-9364
barry.ploessl@edwardjones.com

Earl L. Bonsack, Inc.
Driving nice since 1963

‘Living the Dream’

Because we understand the healing values of faith and tradition.

Dickinson Family Funeral Homes & crematory

www.dickinsonfuneralhomes.com
La Crosse  •  Onalaska  •  Holmen

WALTER PRODUCTS
313 N. Star Road

Holmen, WI 54636
608-526-4117

La Crosse Area: 
(608) 782-4035

Winona Area: 
(507) 454-3001

Weekend Breakfast Sat and Sun 7am to noon 
Sunday Breakfast Buffet Includes Eggs, Bacon, Sausage, 

Ham, American Fries, French Toast Sticks, Fresh Fruit, 
Danish, and Croissants.

Menu also available.        504 N. HOLMEN DR.

 Brandon Haugen 
 Office: 608.781.7120 
 Cell: 608.385.4831 
 Parish Member
No Pressure, Personal Approach to Potential Buyers/Sellers

608-781-0924
www.sitarasalon.com 

W6822 Hilltop Drive • Onalaska, WI 54650

ONA SHEET METAL
Furnaces, Air Conditioners,

Custom Duct Work
PO Box 95 • Holmen, WI 54636

Steve Albitz • Paul Ernst 

608-783-6781

Andy’s Main Street Auto 
Lt. Truck & Auto Repair

BRAKES, TUNE-UP, EXHAUST, TIRES
604 So. Main • Holmen, WI
608-526-3131

Serving the area’s flooring needs since 1970
Find us on Hwy. 35 between Onalaska and Holmen

783-1088 or www.Floorcraftersonline.com

Roofing • Siding • Remodels • New Construction 
Jim Caulum • (608) 780-0949

Mark Hein DVM

608-526-2200

W7683 Old Hwy 93 
Holmen, WI 54636

24 Hr.  Emergency Service

D & M Recycling 
Full Service Recycling 

Cans • Paper • Newsprint • Glass • Scrap Metals 
INFO FOR FUND-RAISING 

Bonus: 5 cents on aluminium cans  
mention this ad

947 Riders Club Rd | Onalaska, WI
(608) 783-3750

Visit us at: www.carpetstogo.com

 First Choice

Michael Richgels
Broker/Owner
(608) 781-7669 - office
(608) 780-4127 - cell

757 Sand Lake Rd • Onalaska, WI 54650

608-519-4324 ◆ BrightstarCare.com/LaCrosse

Bluffview Memory Care 
The Coulee Region’s Only Assisted Living Residency  

Solely Dedicated to Dementia
• “Home Away from Home” Environment • Weekly Rounding Physicians 
• Strong Life-Enrichment Programming • Early-Onset Dementia to End-of-Life Care 
• Dementia-Trained, Compassionate Staff • Internal Pendant System 
• Restaurant-Style Meal with Family Dining  • Relaxing Whirlpool Spa & Salon

To Schedule Your Tour, Call 608-526-5864 
2101 Bluffview Court • Holmen, WI

608-526-1635

$30 First Visit, includes Consultation, Exam and X-Rays 
Will donate that $30 to St. Elizabeth .

814 S. Main St., Holmen | holmenchiropractor.com | 608-526-3343

 
Steven Books, fic  

steven.books@kofc.org 
 715-279-2562

Life Insurance • Long-Term Care Insurance 
Retirement Annuities • Disability Income Insurance

Protecting Catholic families since 1882.

Todd A Trautmann, LUTCF, FIC, CLTC® 
Financial Consultant 
Coulee Region Associates 
505 Empire St Ste A, Holmen, WI 54636 
608-399-1285 

Steven P. Doyle
Johns Flaherty & Collins

“Seeing a lawyer doesn’t have to be stressful”

205 5th Ave S 784-5678

Sean O’Flaherty • Scott J. Curtis
784-1605 • www.lacrosselaw.com
201 Main Street, Suite 1000 • La Crosse


