
Palm Sunday 

April 5,2020 

THE BANE AND THE BLESSED 

I haven’t felt this way since 9-11. Grief and sorrow, anger and frustration, confusion and fear. But during 9-11 

there were outlets to be found—friends to talk with, meals to be shared, and especially Eucharist celebrated with 

the parish. I could go out to dinner, watch the ballgame, visit friends, shake hands. The horror was unspeakable, yet 

it seemed it wasn’t unrelenting and I could find respite here and there. During the time of 9-11 the enemy was  

outside. But during this pandemic it seems the enemy is within. During this threat of the virus, many doors are closed.  

For the safety of the community, but closed. 

 

 

As I write this I learn that it is best for me not to bless and distribute palms. Certainly I will honor that directive. If 

we can abstain from Eucharist, certainly we can go without palms. But I ask that you recognize in the challenges and 

hurts of these days, the cross of the Lord is found. And wherever and whenever the cross comes, it is Easter. 

 

The Lord be with you. 

Father John Parr 



PALM SUNDAY PRAYER 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
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SEAS STEWARDSHIP 

Lorraine Atkinson 

Sara (Wozney) Balaker 

Judy Bockenhauer 

Rebecca Chatfield 

Paul Collins 

The Donaldson Family 

Bill Druliner 

DeEtte Gillmeister 

Sherry Hanson 

June Kukovec 

Michele Lindemann 

Jerome Malin 

Ernie Modjeski 

Ken Proctor 

Bailey Rohrer 

Mary Roerkohl 

Barry Schaller 

Sascha Stephens 

Colleen Tisil 

Addison Quinn Usitalo 

This is our last call for our Stewardship 2020 Response 

Cards.  Thank you to everyone who has turned theirs in. 

We need to hear from all of our parishioners to keep 

our records and our ministry lists updated.  Thank you.  

As we proceed into Holy Week, may we all take time 

in prayer to deepen our relationship with God so that 

we may come to a fuller understanding of our need to 

be in constant service to one another as brothers and 

sisters in Christ.  May we all seek out ways, despite 

these difficult circumstances, to give of ourselves to  

others, to show God’s love and mercy to others, and to 

be Christ to others.   

Thank you to everyone who has continued to support 

our food pantry.  We remain open and have been 

deemed an “essential business.”  Currently, our food 

pantry is in need of plastic grocery bags, toilet paper, 

pancake mix and syrup, and children’s snacks.  Also, 

remember that our food pantry is open for use by all 

our parishioners at any time. Simply call Carol Reider 

or Sister Bridget to arrange for a time.    

SEAS FOOD PANTRY 

On this day of great rejoicing, 

Lord Jesus Christ, when we welcome 

You as our King and Savior, 

we also walk in the shadow of Your cross. 

Hosanna! we cry. 

Blessed are You who comes 

in God’s name to save us. 

Hosanna! 

Strengthen our faith on this Palm Sunday 

so that when the time comes 

to carry the cross we might still 

call out to You with heartfelt praise. 

Give us the grace and the courage 

to follow You this Holy Week 

from death to resurrection, 

from darkness to the fullness of light. 

We need You, 

Lord Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Hosanna! 

Parishioners, if you are homebound or ill and in need 

of someone to do some shopping or other types of  

errand, please call Sr. Bridget or Carol Reider and 

leave a message. We are working from home most 

days, but we will respond to your message.  We have 

a team of younger (and very healthy parishioners) who 

have volunteered to participate in this much-needed 

ministry, and we will help connect you with the right 

person.  As a parish family, we want to help everyone 

with their physical needs as well as their spiritual needs 

during this very trying time. You can reach us at  

608-526-4424 or email carol@seasholmen.org.  

IN NEED OF HELP? 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

Thank you to all of those who 

have given hygiene products to 

the 40 days of giving  

program.  Our council will be 

donating $500 to the food  

pantry to be used to purchase 

more hygiene products. 

We are still accepting donations. 
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Jesus stood before the governor, Pontius Pilate, who questioned him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You say so.” 

And when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he made no answer. Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how 

many things they are testifying against you?” But he did not answer him one word, so that the governor was greatly amazed. 

 

Now on the occasion of the feast the governor was accustomed to release to the crowd one prisoner whom they wished. And 

at that time they had a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. So when they had assembled, Pilate said to them, “Which one do 

you want me to release to you, Barabbas, or Jesus called Christ?” For he knew that it was out of envy that they had handed 

him over. While he was still seated on the bench, his wife sent him a message, “Have nothing to do with that righteous man. I 

suffered much in a dream today because of him.” The chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas 

but to destroy Jesus. The governor said to them in reply, “Which of the two do you want me to release to you?” They  

answered, ABarabbas!” Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus called Christ?” They all said, “Let him be  

crucified!” But he said, “Why? What evil has he done?” They only shouted the louder, “Let him be crucified!” When Pilate saw 

that he was not succeeding at all, but that a riot was breaking out instead, he took water and washed his hands in the sight of 

the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood. Look to it yourselves.” And the whole people said in reply, 

“His blood be upon us and upon our children.” Then he released Barabbas to them, but after he had Jesus scourged, he  

handed him over to be crucified. 

 

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus inside the praetorium and gathered the whole cohort around him. They stripped 

off his clothes and threw a scarlet military cloak about him. Weaving a crown out of thorns, they placed it on his head, and a 

reed in his right hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” They spat upon him and 

took the reed and kept striking him on the head. And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the cloak, dressed him 

in his own clothes, and led him off to crucify him. 

 

As they were going out, they met a Cyrenian named Simon; this man they pressed into service to carry his cross.  

 

And when they came to a place called Golgotha — which means Place of the Skull —, they gave Jesus wine to drink mixed 

with gall. But when he had tasted it, he refused to drink. After they had crucified him, they divided his garments by casting 

lots; then they sat down and kept watch over him there. And they placed over his head the written charge against him: This is 

Jesus, the King of the Jews. Two revolutionaries were crucified with him, one on his right and the other on his left. Those pass-

ing by  

reviled him, shaking their heads and saying, “You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself, if 

you are the Son of God, and come down from the cross!” Likewise the chief priests with the scribes and elders mocked him 

and said, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. So he is the king of Israel! Let him come down from the cross now, and we 

will believe in him. He trusted in God; let him deliver him now if he wants him. For he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” The revolu-

tionaries who were crucified with him also kept abusing him in the same way. 

 

From noon onward, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. And about three o’clock Jesus cried out in 

a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” Some of the  

bystanders who heard it said, “This one is calling for Elijah.” Immediately one of them ran to get a sponge; he soaked it in 

wine, and putting it on a reed, gave it to him to drink. But the rest said, ‘Wait, let us see if Elijah comes to save him.” But Jesus 

cried out again in a loud voice, and gave up his spirit.  

 

And behold, the veil of the sanctuary was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth quaked, rocks were split, tombs were 

opened, and the bodies of many saints who had fallen asleep were raised. And coming forth from their tombs after his resur-

rection, they entered the holy city and appeared to many. The centurion and the men with him who were keeping watch over 

Jesus feared greatly when they saw the earthquake and all that was happening, and they said, “Truly, this was the Son of 

God!” 

PALM SUNDAY GOSPEL - MT 27:11-54 

TV MASS – HOLY WEEK 

Bishop Callahan will be celebrating Holy Thursday and Good Friday liturgies as well as the Easter Vigil  

live-streamed from the Cathedral. The modifications decreed by the Vatican will be observed. Please check the 

diocesan website (diolc.org) for actual times, but tentative times are as follows: 

  

        • Holy Thursday  5:00pm               • Good Friday Noon                       • Easter Vigil (Saturday) 7:00pm 

                                                            • Easter Sunday 9:30am 
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PARISH INFORMATION 

PARISH RECTORY & OFFICE 

Phone ............................................................................... 526-4424 

Fax Number .................................................................... 526-3177 

Email: office@seasholmen.org 

STAFF 

Pastor, Father John Parr ............................................... 526-4424 

pastor@seasholmen.org 

Pastor Emeritus, Monsignor Delbert J. Malin............. 526-4908 

djm133@charter.net 

sbridget@seasholmen.org 

Pastoral Minister, Carol Reider .................................... 526-4424 

carol@seasholmen.org 

C.R.E. (3 years-gr. 5),.Mary Luebke ………………526-4424                                          

                                                reled@seasholmen.org 

 ...... 526-4424 

youth@seasholmen.org 

Director of Music, Beth Lakmann…………………..526-4424                                                                                 

                                                 music@seasholmen.org 

Secretary, Sandy Jerue ................................................. 526-4424 

                                                    office@seasholmen.org 

Sister Jean ....................................................................... 526-4908 

sjean@seasholmen.org 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Weekend: Sat. 5:00 pm and Sun. 8:00 & 10:15 am 

Weekday: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 am except Tues. 7:00 am 

Gluten Free Hosts: St. Elizabeth’s has gluten free hosts available. 

Please contact Fr. Parr, and he will make the necessary 

arrangements. 

SACRAMENTS 

Reconciliation: Saturday 4:00 pm or by appointment.  

Baptism: Baptism involves membership in the church. Parents are 

to attend a  session early in the pregnancy.  

Marriage: Our church is trying to create successful marriages. This 

takes some time. Arrangements for a wedding date are to be 

made at least six months before the anticipated date. 

Anointing of the Sick: Communal celebrations in fall and spring. 

Individual celebrations upon request. Please call the office when 

family members are hospitalized. 

PASTORAL VISITATION 

Anyone who desires a personal home visit is invited to call the 

parish office. 

CATECHUMENATE 

Anyone wishing to become a full member of the Church is invited 

to visit the parish office.  

 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

Parish Council Members 

Alyson Haugen 

Jennifer Fisk 

Brian Clements 

Christine Olson 

Mary Lenz 

Kathy Nicklaus 

Bill Heinz 

Patty Heiderscheit 

Finance Council Members 

Larry Warzynski                         Shawn Handland 

Janice Dvoracek                          Barry Ploessl 

Pat Stephens 

Although we cannot gather together to pray the  

Stations of the Cross as a parish family, you are  

encouraged to pray them individually or as a family.  

The church will be open this week Sunday –  

Wednesday until 4:00 pm each day, and we will leave 

books with which to pray the stations on a table in the 

gathering place. You may use the books to pray the 

stations at home or in the church.  If you pray in the 

church, we ask that you observe the “10 people” rule 

as well as the “social distancing” spacing.  May we use 

this Holy Week to grow closer to our Lord and Savior.  

The Sacrament of Penance is available with Fr. Parr. 

 

�� Tues., April 7 - 6:00pm 

�� Wed., April 8 - 6:00pm 

RECONCILLIATION 

FAITH AND FAMILY 

Don’t Waste Your Quarantine 

This is a chance to be saints. 

Just as Lent is an opportunity to set goals and  

challenge ourselves, this COVID -19 cross can be used 

to form good habits and to strengthen virtue within us 

all. Start the day with hope; COVID will have a hard 

time stealing that from you. Even more than an  

opportunity for healthy habits and self-improvement, 

this is when your story of sainthood is being written. 

God is not happy to see this death and fear, but he 

still present and working. 

There’s a reason St. John Paul II tells us not to waste 

suffering; after all, one of the main focuses of Lent is to 

learn to unite our suffering to Christ’s cross and thus 

partake in His redemption of the world. Think of the 

saints who encountered great hardships; those moments 

were the crux of their journeys to heaven, the  

opportunity when the virtue they had spent a lifetime 

building came into play for God’s glory. This is the  

moment of Nazi occupation when John Paul II heard 

bombs falling as he served Mass in Wawel Cathedral 

and fled with his father to safety. He lived under  

oppression, sneaking in time to study and pray. He 

didn’t waste his oppression. He grew through it and 

used the lessons he learned every day for the rest of 

his life. 

 

Noah, Faith. Don’t waste your quarantine. Web 

https://lifeteen.com/blog/dont-waste-quarantine  



KEEPING HOLY THE LORD’S DAY  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Sunday, April 5            Palm Sunday 

Mass  Intention          †    Alex, Theresa, Ron and Rudy Wozney 

    

 

Monday, April 6  Monday of Holy Week 

Mass Intention                     †       Stanley Karwoski  

 

Tuesday, April 7            Tuesday of Holy Week 

Mass Intention              Priest Intention 

 

Wednesday, April 8     Wednesday of Holy Week 

Mass Intention                             Priest Intention 

 

Thursday, April 9    Holy Thursday 

Mass Intention               † Members of the Knights of Columbus 

 

Friday, April 10   Good Friday 

      

 

Saturday, April 11     Holy Saturday 

                                Vigil:  Easter 

Mass Intention           †    Lynn Schultz, Lyle and Teresa Nelson    

 

 

Sunday, April 12  Easter Sunday 

Mass Intention                   †  Don Houlihan 

Palm Sunday 5 April 5, 2020 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

We have April’s issues of Magnifikid! available for 

families to pick up beginning Sunday, April 5. They will 

be placed on a table in the gathering place. They are 

a great tool in helping your children stay connected to 

their faith during this most unusual time.  

Although we can no longer physically attend Mass  

together as a parish family, there are many ways we 

can honor the third commandment to keep holy the 

Lord’s Day. Of course, each Sunday we must devote 

time to prayer and worship. We are fortunate to have 

so many resources available to us via TV and the  

internet, and you can find many links on our website to 

Masses and to prayer sites. However, we do not need 

to use technology to pray. We can simply put ourselves 

in the presence of God and use our own prayers as 

well. We can also each make a spiritual communion, 

even when right now we cannot physically receive the 

Body and Blood of Christ.  In addition to prayer, there 

are other ways of keeping holy the Lord’s Day. We 

can unplug from technology and connect with our  

family members, with creation, and with ourselves. We 

can cook special meals for breakfast and dinner, use 

our better dishes, sit together at the table and have 

long conversations. Even when we must observe social 

distancing, we can practice stewardship by writing  

letters and sending cards to others, by calling those 

who are isolated, or by making a meal to send to 

someone in need. We can take walks in nature, read 

spiritual books, or start knitting blankets for next year’s 

Christmas Caring and Sharing. We must somehow take 

the time and effort to make Sundays special and  

different. Sundays are the Lord’s Day. God  

commanded it to be that way. Let us obey God.  

When we find ourselves at a time 

when it is not possible to receive the 

Eucharist, we can still make a  

spiritual communion. We can make 

a spiritual communion using our own 

words or we can use one of the 

beautiful traditional spiritual  

communion prayers, including this 

one by St. Alphonsus Liguori. 

 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most 

Holy Sacrament.  

I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You 

into my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment receive You 

sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.  

I embrace You as if You were already there and unite 

myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 

Send your picture to youth@seasholmen.org! We are 

asking you to send a picture in to be placed in the 

church chairs. We’ve had a great response so far and 

Fr. Parr thought it was a great idea which we had 

shared on Facebook. When he says Mass, he will be 

looking at all the families sitting in the chairs. Be safe 

and hopefully we can all be together again soon.  
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Contact Jim Byrne to place an ad today! 
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Bill’s Automotive
LIGHT TRUCK & AUTO REPAIR

1503 Holmen Dr. • Holmen, WI  54636
LUBE - TUNEUPS - EXHAUST - TIRES 

ALIGNMENT - DIAGNOSTICS

BILL BERANEK         608-526-3077

 

ONALASKA • 782-1252
 LA CROSSE LA CRESCENT 
 782-1252 895-2518

115 5th S. Suite 406, La Crosse 
birthright.org/en/landingpage/lp-lacrosse 

608-782-0373 • 1-800-550-4900 

Barry Ploessl, CFP®, AAMS®

Financial Advisor
814 S Main Street, Suite D
Holmen, WI 54636
Bus. 608-526-9364
barry.ploessl@edwardjones.com

Earl L. Bonsack, Inc.
Driving nice since 1963

‘Living the Dream’

Because we understand the healing values of faith and tradition.

Dickinson Family Funeral Homes & crematory

www.dickinsonfuneralhomes.com
La Crosse  •  Onalaska  •  Holmen

WALTER PRODUCTS
313 N. Star Road

Holmen, WI 54636
608-526-4117

La Crosse Area: 
(608) 782-4035

Winona Area: 
(507) 454-3001

Weekend Breakfast Sat and Sun 7am to noon 
Sunday Breakfast Buffet Includes Eggs, Bacon, Sausage, 

Ham, American Fries, French Toast Sticks, Fresh Fruit, 
Danish, and Croissants.

Menu also available.        504 N. HOLMEN DR.

 Brandon Haugen 
 Office: 608.781.7120 
 Cell: 608.385.4831 
 Parish Member
No Pressure, Personal Approach to Potential Buyers/Sellers

608-781-0924
www.sitarasalon.com 

W6822 Hilltop Drive • Onalaska, WI 54650

ONA SHEET METAL
Furnaces, Air Conditioners,

Custom Duct Work
PO Box 95 • Holmen, WI 54636

Steve Albitz • Paul Ernst 

608-783-6781

Andy’s Main Street Auto 
Lt. Truck & Auto Repair

BRAKES, TUNE-UP, EXHAUST, TIRES
604 So. Main • Holmen, WI
608-526-3131

Serving the area’s flooring needs since 1970
Find us on Hwy. 35 between Onalaska and Holmen

783-1088 or www.Floorcraftersonline.com

Roofing • Siding • Remodels • New Construction 
Jim Caulum • (608) 780-0949

Mark Hein DVM

608-526-2200

W7683 Old Hwy 93 
Holmen, WI 54636

24 Hr.  Emergency Service

947 Riders Club Rd | Onalaska, WI
(608) 783-3750

Visit us at: www.carpetstogo.com

 First Choice

Michael Richgels
Broker/Owner
(608) 781-7669 - office
(608) 780-4127 - cell

757 Sand Lake Rd • Onalaska, WI 54650

608-519-4324 ◆ BrightstarCare.com/LaCrosse

Bluffview Memory Care 
The Coulee Region’s Only Assisted Living Residency  

Solely Dedicated to Dementia
• “Home Away from Home” Environment • Weekly Rounding Physicians 
• Strong Life-Enrichment Programming • Early-Onset Dementia to End-of-Life Care 
• Dementia-Trained, Compassionate Staff • Internal Pendant System 
• Restaurant-Style Meal with Family Dining  • Relaxing Whirlpool Spa & Salon

To Schedule Your Tour, Call 608-526-5864 
2101 Bluffview Court • Holmen, WI

608-526-1635

$30 First Visit, includes Consultation, Exam and X-Rays 
Will donate that $30 to St. Elizabeth .

814 S. Main St., Holmen | holmenchiropractor.com | 608-526-3343

 
Steven Books, fic  

steven.books@kofc.org 
 715-279-2562

Life Insurance • Long-Term Care Insurance 
Retirement Annuities • Disability Income Insurance

Protecting Catholic families since 1882.

Todd A Trautmann, LUTCF, FIC, CLTC® 
Financial Consultant 
Coulee Region Associates 
505 Empire St Ste A, Holmen, WI 54636 
608-399-1285 

Steven P. Doyle
Johns Flaherty & Collins

“Seeing a lawyer doesn’t have to be stressful”

205 5th Ave S 784-5678

Sean O’Flaherty • Scott J. Curtis
784-1605 • www.lacrosselaw.com
201 Main Street, Suite 1000 • La Crosse


