
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

May 17, 2020 

THE BANE AND THE BLESSED 

There are 539 chairs in our church. That includes the choir and the two chairs at the altar. Sometimes I am asked 

how many people can be seated for Mass. Now I know.  

 

With a couple exceptions there are 6 chairs in each of the middle rows and 7 per row in the front by the altar. The 

outside sections vary somewhat. Beverly Brady, who takes such good care of our church and keeps it clean, she 

could tell you to the chair how many per row. The chairs are ingeniously linked together and can be moved as a 

row if you have the right touch, strength and coordination to move them. Perhaps the only time that is done is for 

our Christmas Bazaar. The men who stack the chairs for that event can tell you that each chair weighs more than 

you think. 

 

I noticed that each chair has a cushion that needs cleaning.  Beneath the cushion is a slot for the hymnal. I found a 

few strays along with some rather dated bulletins, children’s Magnificats, wrappers for cough lozenges, a pair of 

gloves, and cheerios. 

 

The chairs have been in place since the church opened in 1985. If you figure perhaps a couple hundred people for 

each of the three weekend Masses for thirty five years, well, you do the math. Add to that funerals, weddings,  

confirmations and baptisms. Think of the countless men and women who sat in these chairs while they dozed and 

wept and agonized and prayed. Think of how many times people have embraced, shook hands, kissed one  

another, and asked God’s peace. Think of the many people these chairs have held in times of such trouble or joy 

that people didn’t want to rise from them. Think of the music that has washed over them, along with the laughter, 

the light and darkness and Easter water. 

 

The one thing these chairs have never known is to be empty on Sundays Not until the pandemic. Our faith 

formation director, Pat Brueggen, invited parishioners to provide photos that have been placed on the chairs.  

Sometimes the photo has been placed on the chairs where these people are usually seated for weekend Mass. The 

photos have meant a great deal to me as I celebrate Mass these days. But I know that while the chairs may  

appear to be empty, we are still gathered at the Lord’s table. I know that, but still I find myself telling the Lord I 

very much long for the return of those people who week after week have filled these chairs. And though I know he 

knows it to be true, still I remind him that they do long for the opportunity to fill them again soon. 

 

The Lord be with you. 

Father John Parr  



KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  

Upcoming events with Knights of  

Columbus on Zoom 

All you need is your phone or computer for 

a zoom meeting. To get the zoom link  

information or if you have any questions 

contact Brian Clements at  jnc3daddy@gmail.com.   

 

Knights on Tap - May 20th 7:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

Grab your beverage of choice and hang out with men 

from SEAS and our Knights of Columbus Council. We'll 

discuss a short video about Brotherhood. Man was not 

meant to "go it alone," but to be in communion with 

others. Master Sergeant Sompaul Vorapanich shares 

lessons on the importance of brotherhood. 

 

Find us on Facebook: 

Knights of Columbus Council #9385 - Holmen, WI 

Please remember, the sick, hospitalized, military members, homebound  

and anyone needing of our prayers.  

May they experience the healing power of God. 

  

WHEN REQUESTING THAT AN INDIVIDUAL BE ADDED TO OUR PRAYER LIST,  

YOU MUST HAVE THE CONSENT OF THE INDIVIUDAL OR THEIR FAMILY FOR 

THEIR NAME TO BE PUBLICIZED.  

    ALSO, PLEASE REMEMBER TO INFORM US WHEN SOMEONE SHOULD BE TAKEN OFF THE LIST. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
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SEAS STEWARDSHIP 

We are a Stewardship parish. As a parish family, we believe that we are called to a life of generosity and that 

we must share our God-given gifts of Time, Talent, and Treasure with all of God’s people. It is evident in our 

parish-life today, that even with our “Safer At Home” requirements, our parishioners have continued with a 

stewardship way of life. We would like to offer our gratitude for the countless ways you are acting as witnesses 

to the Gospel way of life including: 

�� Those who sent in 5

th

 Sunday We Care donations for continued support of our sisters and brothers in need 

�� The many, many people who continue to drop off food and hygiene items (including TOILET PAPER!!) for our 

pantry guests 

�� The cards and phone calls that have gone out to our homebound parishioners 

�� The prayer time spent in front of the Blessed Tabernacle 

�� Cards, notes, and emails of encouragement sent to parish staff and fellow parishioners 

�� Offers of assistance in shopping and errands for those unable to do so  

�� Everyone who prayed along with us virtually as we crowned Mary last week 

�� The continued financial support of our parish from those of you who use electronic giving, from those of you 

who mail in your contributions, and from those of you who drop off envelopes in the office 

In all these ways, great and small, you are following Pope Francis’ words to “Preach with your life, with your 

witness.” May you continue with your stewardship and growth in your faith and in your holiness.  

Lorraine Atkinson 

Sara (Wozney) Balaker 

Judy Bockenhauer 

Rebecca Chatfield 

Paul Collins 

The Donaldson Family 

Bill Druliner 

DeEtte Gillmeister 

Sherry Hanson 

June Kukovec 

Michele Lindemann 

Ken Proctor 

Bailey Rohrer 

Mary Roerkohl 

Barry Schaller 

Sascha Stephens 

Phyllis Thaldorf 

Colleen Tisil 

Addison Quinn Usitalo 

DIOCESAN ANNUAL APPEAL UPDATE 

Thank you, thank you, thank you! We are blessed with a very generous  

parish. Through your pledges we have reached 96% of our parish target for 

the Annual Diocesan Annual Appeal. We have  $2480.96 to go. The 

deadline is June 30th. Remember last year when we made our target, we 

were able to have a social gathering for donuts and coffee and ice cream? 

We would really like to be able to do that again this year. Please, if you 

haven’t done so already or if you want to contribute more, send your pledge 

in as soon as possible. There are extra pledge cards in the back of church or 

you may donate online at https://diolc.org/donate-online/. You can make a one time payment or split up  

payments. Thank you again for your gift of treasure.  



FAITH FORMATION 
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       Last Week’s Collections          Weekly Budget      Difference           Annual Budget 

Envelopes/Plate……………………….$28,188           $11,792     $16,396           $613,190  

 

Fiscal Year-to-Date……………………$499,686          $530,640   -$30,954 

PARISH INCOME (FISCAL YEAR  7/1/19-6/30/20) 

Beth Lakmann, our music director, 

has recorded some music videos for 

us. They are on our Facebook 

page, or you can access them by 

going to You Tube and searching 

“Beth Lakmann.”  Thank you, Beth, for these beautiful 

recordings!  

TODAY’S READINGS 

Reading 1 Acts 8:5-8, 14-17 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 66:1-3, 

4-5, 6-7, 16, 20 

Reading 2 1 Pt 3:15-18 

Alleluia Jn 14:23 

Gospel Jn 14:15-21 

The parish is in need of a quantity of face masks. If you 

are sewing masks at home and have some to donate, 

please drop them off at church during our open hours. 

There is a basket on the large table in the gathering 

area to collect them. Thank you in advancement for 

your stewardship of time and talent.  

FACE MASKS 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most 

Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I  

desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this 

moment receive You sacramentally, come at least  

spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were 

already there and unite myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 

MISSING OUR BEAUTIFUL MUSIC? 

BAPTISM CLASS 

In these trying days my heart is warmed by 

the charitable love I am seeing on a daily 

basis. In Charity, we say to God and  

neighbor, "I will try to make you happy, I 

will try to serve you, I will make your good 

my priority." I am also hearing a lot of talk 

about hope in these warming days. I look forward to 

normalcy and the hope of returning to socialization. 

We are beginning to plan for the Fall Faith Formation. 

  

On Wednesday May 20

th

, the Faith Formation office 

will begin registration with a parish wide email in which 

you will find instructions on how to register your 

children and pay online. Payments may also be made 

by cash or check along with a printed copy of the form. 

If you do not have children in the program but are able 

to make a donation in this time of economic uncertainty 

on behalf of grandchildren or less fortunate families, 

any amount will be greatly appreciated. You may also 

utilize the online payment method, stop in the office or 

send by mail. 

Mary Luebke 

C.R.E. Pre-K– Grade 5 

50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS 

A Virtual 50th Jubilee Anniversary  

Celebration 

The in-person 50th wedding anniversary 

Masses have been canceled. A special 

Mass with Bishop Callahan will be held 

this year via live-stream at 1:00 pm on Sunday, July 

12 from the Cathedral. You will be able to view the 

live stream or recording by visiting diolc.org/marriage 

on and after July 12.  

Congrats to our parishioners celebrating 50 years! 

Expecting parents, Baptism preparation 

will take place one-on-one at this time. 

If you are pregnant, NOW is the time 

to call and schedule an appointment to 

get started.  Preparing for baptism is 

an opportunity for you to enrich,  

deepen, and strengthen your 

Catholic Faith- the Faith you are asking to have your 

child brought into at the celebration of their baptism. 

To register for Baptism preparation, please call the 

parish or go online at: www.seasholmen.org.  
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PARISH INFORMATION 

PARISH RECTORY & OFFICE 

Phone ............................................................................... 526-4424 

Fax Number .................................................................... 526-3177 

Email: office@seasholmen.org 

STAFF 

Pastor, Father John Parr ............................................... 526-4424 

pastor@seasholmen.org 

Pastor Emeritus, Monsignor Delbert J. Malin............. 526-4908 

djm133@charter.net 

sbridget@seasholmen.org 

Pastoral Minister, Carol Reider .................................... 526-4424 

carol@seasholmen.org 

C.R.E. (3 years-gr. 5),.Mary Luebke ………………526-4424                                          

                                                reled@seasholmen.org 

 ...... 526-4424 

youth@seasholmen.org 

Director of Music, Beth Lakmann…………………..526-4424                                                                                 

                                                 music@seasholmen.org 

Secretary, Sandy Jerue ................................................. 526-4424 

                                                    office@seasholmen.org 

Sister Jean ....................................................................... 526-4908 

sjean@seasholmen.org 

 

SEAS SIMPLE LIVING 

Parish Council Members 

Alyson Haugen 

Jennifer Fisk 

Brian Clements 

Christine Olson 

Mary Lenz 

Kathy Nicklaus 

Bill Heinz 

Patty Heiderscheit 

Finance Council Members 

Larry Warzynski                         Shawn Handland 

Janice Dvoracek                          Barry Ploessl 

Pat Stephens 

Triune Lord, wondrous community of infinite love,  

teach us to contemplate you  

in the beauty of the universe,  

for all things speak of you.  

Awaken our praise and thankfulness  

for every being that you have made.  

Give us the grace to feel  

profoundly joined to everything that is.  

  

God of love,  

show us our place in this world  

as channels of your love  

for all the creatures of this earth,  

for not one of them is forgotten in your sight.  

  

Enlighten those who possess power and money  

that they may avoid the sin of indifference,  

that they may love the common good,   

advance the weak,  

and care for this world in which we live.  

The poor and the earth are crying out. 

O Lord, seize us with your power and light,  

help us to protect all life,  

to prepare for a better future,  

for the coming of your Kingdom  

of justice, peace, love and beauty.  

Praise be to you! Amen.  

 

Excerpted from “A Christian prayer in union with creation,”  

 in Laudato Si’, no. 246 

“LAUDATO SI’, mi’ Signore” – “Praise be to you, my 

Lord.”  These are the words that open Pope Francis’ 

encyclical on ecology and care for God’s creation.  

These words, quoting St. Francis of Assisi’s beautiful 

canticle, remind us that our common home is like a 

sister with whom we share our life and a beautiful 

mother who opens her arms to embrace us.    

  

Pope Francis’ encyclical letter Laudato Si’ was  

released in June 2015. Five years later, in 2020, Pope 

Francis invites all Catholics and people of good will to 

celebrate its fifth anniversary by protecting families 

and future generations through action to care for our 

common home To commemorate the fifth anniversary 

of the encyclical Laudato Si', Pope Francis has invited 

Catholics to participate in Laudato Si' Week, a nine-

day global campaign taking place May 16-24, 2020. 

Sign up to receive daily reflections with ways to pray, 

learn, and act to care for God’s creation at: 

www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/

environment/index.cfm. 

PROTECT LIFE. 

PRESERVE THAT WHICH 

SUSTAINS LIFE. 

 

OUR COMMON HOME. 

 

                POPE FRANCIS, Laudato Si’  

 



 HAPPENINGS IN OUR FAITH COMMUNITY 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Sunday, May 17            6th Sunday of Easter 

Mass  Intention                     †      Mavis Golden 

 

 

Monday, May 18   Easter Weekday 

Mass Intention                              Priest Intention 

 

Tuesday, May 19    Easter Weekday 

Mass Intention           †   Angeline Haug 

 

Wednesday, May 20   Easter Weekday 

Mass Intention                     †        Sandy Beranek 

 

Thursday, May 21    Easter Weekday 

Mass Intention           †  Marian McKenzie 

 

Friday, May 22   Easter Weekday 

Mass Intention      Special Intention for KC Members of the 

      Armed Forces 

      

 

Saturday, May 23    Easter Weekday 

4:00 pm      Sacrament of Penance 

Mass Intention                   †         Francis Dummer 

 

 

Sunday, May 24      The Ascension of the Lord 

Mass Intention                   †  Blanche Eulo 
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TV/ONLINE MASS TIMES 

Jerome Malin, age 95, died 

on Friday, May 8,2020. His 

burial was celebrated  

privately. Jerome is survived 

by his wife, Alice, children, 

grandchildren, and great-grandchildren. Please keep 

Jerome and his family in your prayers.  

May he rest in peace. 

Quiet Prayer Time - Our church building 

remains open Monday - Thursday from 

9am – 4 pm, Fridays from 9am – noon, 

Saturdays from 8am-4:30pm or end of 

confessions and Sundays from 10am-4pm. 

Come spend a few minutes with the Lord 

in quiet prayer. We simply ask that no 

more than 9 people are in the Church at one time and 

you maintain “social distancing.”  

 

Confessions –Saturdays at 4pm or by appointment. 

The parish office itself may be open with limited hours 

to keep our staff healthy. It is best to call first if you 

need access into the office. Thank you! 

Please update Fr. Parr, Sr. Bridget, or Carol Reider on 

your health or the health of your family. If you have 

any needs, please contact us so we can reach out with 

a phone call or even a visit. If your family is struggling 

spiritually, physically, or financially, we have the means 

to assist you. As a parish family, we are here for each 

other.   

 

We welcome,  

 

Giovanni Winters Lethlean,  

son of  James Lethlean and  

Jessica Hembd 

to our faith community in the celebration of 

Baptism on May 10, 2020. 

It is now our privilege to help this child grow in faith.  

    We have a great gift of faith to share.  

OUR PARISH HOURS 

La Crosse, Channel 19, at 9:30 a.m. Sunday.  

Mass is also available any time of day, throughout the 

week, at diolc.org/live. 

Relevant Radio daily Mass: 

relevantradio.com to listen to a podcast from that day's 

Mass, or to watch the Mass live at noon daily. 

Smartphone app - Myparish-find St. Elizabeth’s church 

and click the TV Mass button 

Can also access TV Mass at seasholmen.org 

Another resource would be mmmoclacrosse.org for  

recordings of their Sunday Masses. 

A NEW MESSAGE FROM FR. PARR 

Please check your emails and 

mail for the latest letter from 

Fr. Parr.  A letter will be in 

the mail only if we don’t 

have an email from you. If 

you have changed your 

email address, please  

contact the parish office as soon as possible.  

Thank you. 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS 

Please note– there will not be a new schedule for this 

next month. When we know more as to policies and 

protocols, we will be asking for volunteers. Please let 

Sandy in the parish office know of any questions or 

concerns. Thank you for your stewardship to SEAS. 
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Contact Jim Byrne to place an ad today! 
jbyrne@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2596

Bill’s Automotive
LIGHT TRUCK & AUTO REPAIR

1503 Holmen Dr. • Holmen, WI  54636
LUBE - TUNEUPS - EXHAUST - TIRES 

ALIGNMENT - DIAGNOSTICS

BILL BERANEK         608-526-3077

 

ONALASKA • 782-1252
 LA CROSSE LA CRESCENT 
 782-1252 895-2518

115 5th S. Suite 406, La Crosse 
birthright.org/en/landingpage/lp-lacrosse 

608-782-0373 • 1-800-550-4900 

Barry Ploessl, CFP®, AAMS®

Financial Advisor
814 S Main Street, Suite D
Holmen, WI 54636
Bus. 608-526-9364
barry.ploessl@edwardjones.com

Earl L. Bonsack, Inc.
Driving nice since 1963

‘Living the Dream’

Because we understand the healing values of faith and tradition.

Dickinson Family Funeral Homes & crematory

www.dickinsonfuneralhomes.com
La Crosse  •  Onalaska  •  Holmen

WALTER PRODUCTS
313 N. Star Road

Holmen, WI 54636
608-526-4117

La Crosse Area: 
(608) 782-4035

Winona Area: 
(507) 454-3001

Weekend Breakfast Sat and Sun 7am to noon 
Sunday Breakfast Buffet Includes Eggs, Bacon, Sausage, 

Ham, American Fries, French Toast Sticks, Fresh Fruit, 
Danish, and Croissants.

Menu also available.        504 N. HOLMEN DR.

 Brandon Haugen 
 Office: 608.781.7120 
 Cell: 608.385.4831 
 Parish Member
No Pressure, Personal Approach to Potential Buyers/Sellers

608-781-0924
www.sitarasalon.com 

W6822 Hilltop Drive • Onalaska, WI 54650

ONA SHEET METAL
Furnaces, Air Conditioners,

Custom Duct Work
PO Box 95 • Holmen, WI 54636

Steve Albitz • Paul Ernst 

608-783-6781

Andy’s Main Street Auto 
Lt. Truck & Auto Repair

BRAKES, TUNE-UP, EXHAUST, TIRES
604 So. Main • Holmen, WI
608-526-3131

Serving the area’s flooring needs since 1970
Find us on Hwy. 35 between Onalaska and Holmen

783-1088 or www.Floorcraftersonline.com

Roofing • Siding • Remodels • New Construction 
Jim Caulum • (608) 780-0949

Mark Hein DVM

608-526-2200

W7683 Old Hwy 93 
Holmen, WI 54636

24 Hr.  Emergency Service

947 Riders Club Rd | Onalaska, WI
(608) 783-3750

Visit us at: www.carpetstogo.com

 First Choice

Michael Richgels
Broker/Owner
(608) 781-7669 - office
(608) 780-4127 - cell

757 Sand Lake Rd • Onalaska, WI 54650

608-519-4324 ◆ BrightstarCare.com/LaCrosse

608-526-1635

 
Steven Books, fic  

steven.books@kofc.org 
 715-279-2562

Life Insurance • Long-Term Care Insurance 
Retirement Annuities • Disability Income Insurance

Protecting Catholic families since 1882.

Todd A Trautmann, LUTCF, FIC, CLTC® 
Financial Consultant 
Coulee Region Associates 
505 Empire St Ste A, Holmen, WI 54636 
608-399-1285 

Steven P. Doyle
Johns Flaherty & Collins

“Seeing a lawyer doesn’t have to be stressful”

205 5th Ave S 784-5678


