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THE BANE AND THE BLESSED 

Years ago Msgr. David Kunz and I attended a Priests Institute held at Seton Hall University and sponsored by the 

Archdiocese of Newark. For several summers we attended the conference and found it renewing and enjoyable.  

Once during the coffee break I talked with a man who had a great sense of humor and seemed to be a bit of a 

character. He told me he was the Archbishop of Halifax in Nova Scotia, and we both laughed. When the break 

ended I told Msgr. Kunz how much I enjoyed talking with this gentleman and laughed at the fact that he claimed to 

be an Archbishop.  But then the host called us to order and announced how pleased we were to have with us the 

Archbishop of Halifax! Only then did I know the identity of my new friend. 

 

While I was diocesan Director of Vocations I attended a conference in Pittsburgh. The hotel was just a couple blocks 

from the ballpark, but I digress. Part of the conference was also attended by diocesan bishops. I had rented a car 

so offered to drive Bishop Burke to the airport. That morning Bishop Burke was there but also another priest. I put 

their luggage in the trunk and set off. We talked about this and that, and in due time I finally asked the name of 

the priest sitting in the backseat. Bishop Burke was aghast that I did not know Cardinal Bernard Law, then 

Archbishop of Boston. The Archbishop did not seem offended at the slight, and perhaps was a bit relieved not to be 

known. 

 

A parishioner at St. Patrick Parish in Hudson offered me two tickets to the All Star game being held that summer in 

Detroit. My brother joined me for the couple days in the Motor City. The day before the game a FanFest was held 

at the Joe Louis Convention Hall downtown. Players were milling about, being interviewed by radio and television 

stations and signing autographs. My brother and I had parted ways, agreeing to meet in a couple hours time. I 

made my way to the restroom only to find that the man who followed me was Yankees great, Alex Rodriguez. Just 

the two of us. I knew him. I doubt he knew me. I didn’t know whether I should acknowledge him or just be quiet. In 

the presence of the rich and famous, what is proper? 

 

At the Ascension of Jesus heaven and earth touch. 

Heaven embraces earth even as earth rejoices to 

be filled with the very holiness of God. Ascension 

is not about earth being cast off and no longer of 

importance, but rather about heaven and earth 

meeting so that God might reign as fully here 

below as he does on high. “Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” 

 

Recognized or not, God is always present.  

Recognized or not, God’s glory fills heaven and 

earth. 

 

The Lord be with you. 

Father John Parr 



FOR YOUR MARRIAGE 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  

Upcoming events with 

 Knights of Columbus on Zoom 

All you need is your phone or computer for 

a zoom meeting.  To get the zoom link 

information or if you have any questions 

contact Brian Clements at  jnc3daddy@gmail.com.   

 

Band of Brothers- June 2nd 7:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

Want to dive deeper into the Sunday readings and 

get to know other men at SEAS?  All  men are  

welcome to join us as we read and discuss the Sunday 

readings for June 7th. See you then!! 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
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SEAS STEWARDSHIP 

During this “Stay At Home” time, many people 

are cleaning out closets, decluttering, and 

organizing their homes. This may be a great 

opportunity for you to create sacred spaces in 

your bedroom and in your dining area. Those are two 

places where couples can often share with one another, 

listen to each other, and express love. They should be 

clean and attractive spaces, places where you can 

leave behind the day’s cares and worries. Try making 

them a “no-clutter” zone, and think about adding 

beauty in them from something as simple as cut flowers.  

We need sacred spaces in our marriage to help lead 

us to peace, joy, and intimacy.  

Lorraine Atkinson 

Sara (Wozney) Balaker 

Judy Bockenhauer 

Rebecca Chatfield 

Paul Collins 

The Donaldson Family 

Bill Druliner 

DeEtte Gillmeister 

Sherry Hanson 

June Kukovec 

Bob Langer 

Michele Lindemann 

Deanna Mason 

Ken Proctor 

Bailey Rohrer 

Mary Roerkohl 

Barry Schaller 

Sascha Stephens 

Colleen Tisil 

Addison Quinn Usitalo 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Mass intentions are readily available in the 2020  

calendar year. If you would like to have a Mass  

offered for a loved one, living or deceased, or for a 

special intention, please contact the parish office to 

schedule your Mass Intentions. Just call the parish office 

to reserve a date. The Mass stipend is $10.00. 

The life of a Christian steward models the life of Jesus.  

It is challenging and even difficult, in many respects, yet 

intense joy comes to those who take the risk to live as 

Christian stewards. Those who seek to live as stewards 

learn that “all things work for good for those who love 

God” (Rom. 8:28). As Christian stewards, we receive 

God’s gifts gracefully, cultivate them responsibly, share 

them lovingly in justice with others, and return them with 

increase to the Lord.  

-Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response by USCCB 

MARRIAGE PREP 

Are you recently engaged? If so, prayerful  

congratulations on your engagement! Your love for 

each other and your desire to publicly commit  

yourselves to each other in lifelong love and faithful-

ness is a great gift that you offer to each other…and 

a great gift you offer to the Church. If you would like 

information about marriage preparation here at  

St. Elizabeth’s, please contact Carol Reider at  

526-4424 or at carol@seasholmen.org.  Even during 

these most unusual times, we are able to meet and  

prepare for your future marriage. God bless you on 

your journey together! 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS 

As we begin planning the re-starting of our weekend 

Masses, we are looking at new ways of working with 

our liturgical ministries. For the foreseeable future, we 

will not be utilizing altar servers or extraordinary  

ministers of Holy Communion. Also, we will be limited to 

one lector/proclaimer per Mass.  However, we will be 

increasing the number of hospitality ministers and this 

ministry will be extraordinarily vital. At this time, we 

are looking for experienced and NEW ministers of  

hospitality who are in the non-vulnerable population 

(under 60 and no pre-existing conditions) willing to 

serve for one or more Masses per weekend. We are 

also looking for people who would be willing to clean/

sanitize the church after each Mass. Please call Carol 

at 526-4424 or email her at carol@seasholmen.org if 

you would be willing to be scheduled as a hospitality 

minister and/or cleaner/sanitizer for any of the June 

weekend Masses. Thank you.  

Knights of Columbus Mission Statement: To provide a 

means by which Catholic Men could support the  

Catholic Church, To provide Financial Protection to  

Protect their Families and To engage in works of 

Charity to Benefit the Less Fortunate.  



FAITH FORMATION 
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       Last Week’s Collections          Weekly Budget      Difference           Annual Budget 

Envelopes/ACH/Online……………….$9,473           $11,792     -$2,319           $613,190  

 

Fiscal Year-to-Date…………………..  $509,159          $542,432    -$33,273 

PARISH INCOME (FISCAL YEAR  7/1/19-6/30/20) 

BAPTISM CLASS 

Expecting parents, Baptism preparation 

will take place one-on-one at this time. If 

you are pregnant, NOW is the time to 

call and schedule an appointment to get 

started.  Preparing for baptism is an  

opportunity for you to enrich, deepen, 

and strengthen your Catholic Faith- the 

Faith you are asking to have your child brought into at 

the celebration of their baptism. To register for Baptism 

preparation, please call the parish or go online at: 

www.seasholmen.org.  

Thank you, thank you, 

thank you! We are 

blessed with a very  

generous parish. Through 

your pledges we have 

reached 98% of our  

parish target for the  

Annual Diocesan Annual Appeal. We have  $1,815.96 

to go. The deadline is June 30th. Remember last year 

when we made our target, we were able to have a 

social gathering for donuts and coffee and ice cream? 

We would really like to be able to do that again this 

year. Please, if you haven’t done so already or if you 

want to contribute more, send your pledge in as soon 

as possible. There are extra pledge cards in the back 

of church or you may donate online at https://

diolc.org/donate-online/. You can make a one time 

payment or split up payments. Thank you again for 

your gift of treasure.  

DIOCESAN ANNUAL APPEAL 

REGULAR WEEKLY GIVING 

Online giving can be done 

through the Myparish app, 

our website (seasholmen.org) 

or call Sandy in the parish 

office to have a sign-up form 

mailed/emailed to you for automatic withdrawals. If 

you have any questions on setting this up, please do not 

hesitate to contact us. Thank you for your generous 

stewardship to our parish. God bless! 

Reading 1 Acts 1:1-11 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 

Reading 2 Eph 1:17-23 

Alleluia Mt 28:19a, 20b 

Gospel Mt 28:16-20 

TODAY’S READINGS 

What are you being called to do? 

During this time of isolation and anxiety caused by this 

corona virus, something I take away is our reliability on 

our families. This “domestic church” takes on a whole 

new meaning for most of us as we are called to be 

more present to our wives/husbands and children. 

Maybe you are called to be a better listener, or a 

teacher of a subject you never thought possible. Maybe 

you are called to be more patient, loving and also a 

caregiver. 

We all have personal callings and they can come at all 

times of life. These callings also required some changes 

on our part, and not just from ourselves, but the whole 

family. The gifts/fruits we received at Baptism and 

Confirmation are an abundant source of grace during 

these transitions. 

When we are permitted to 

gather for Mass again, we 

will ALL be called to use 

many of those gifts/fruits that 

the Holy Spirit provides, love, 

joy, peace, patience,  

kindness, goodness,  

faithfulness, gentleness,  

self-control…but the greatest 

of these is love. 

Let’s be called to something 

greater than ourselves. Let’s 

be called to the greatest of these gifts, and that is love! 

We’ll see you soon. 

God bless, 

 

Mr. Brueggen 
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PARISH INFORMATION 

PARISH RECTORY & OFFICE 

Phone ............................................................................... 526-4424 

Fax Number .................................................................... 526-3177 

Email: office@seasholmen.org 

STAFF 

Pastor, Father John Parr ............................................... 526-4424 

pastor@seasholmen.org 

Pastor Emeritus, Monsignor Delbert J. Malin............. 526-4908 

djm133@charter.net 

sbridget@seasholmen.org 

Pastoral Minister, Carol Reider .................................... 526-4424 

carol@seasholmen.org 

C.R.E. (3 years-gr. 5),.Mary Luebke ………………526-4424                                          

                                                reled@seasholmen.org 

 ...... 526-4424 

youth@seasholmen.org 

Director of Music, Beth Lakmann…………………..526-4424                                                                                 

                                                 music@seasholmen.org 

Secretary, Sandy Jerue ................................................. 526-4424 

                                                    office@seasholmen.org 

Sister Jean ....................................................................... 526-4908 

sjean@seasholmen.org 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Weekend: Sat. 5:00 pm and Sun. 8:00 & 10:15 am 

Weekday: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 am except Tues. 7:00 am 

Gluten Free Hosts: St. Elizabeth’s has gluten free hosts available. 

Please contact Fr. Parr, and he will make the necessary 

arrangements. 

SACRAMENTS 

Reconciliation: Saturday 4:00 pm or by appointment.  

Baptism: Baptism involves membership in the church. Parents are 

to attend a  session early in the pregnancy.  

Marriage: Our church is trying to create successful marriages. This 

takes some time. Arrangements for a wedding date are to be 

made at least six months before the anticipated date. 

Anointing of the Sick: Communal celebrations in fall and spring. 

Individual celebrations upon request. Please call the office when 

family members are hospitalized. 

PASTORAL VISITATION 

Anyone who desires a personal home visit is invited to call the 

parish office. 

CATECHUMENATE 

Anyone wishing to become a full member of the Church is invited 

to visit the parish office.  

 

CALENDAR 

Parish Council Members 

Alyson Haugen 

Jennifer Fisk 

Brian Clements 

Christine Olson 

Mary Lenz 

Kathy Nicklaus 

Bill Heinz 

Patty Heiderscheit 

Finance Council Members 

Larry Warzynski                         Shawn Handland 

Janice Dvoracek                          Barry Ploessl 

Pat Stephens 

Sunday, May 24      The Ascension of the Lord 

Mass Intention                     †        Blanche Eulo 

    

Monday, May 25   Easter Weekday 

Memorial Day– Parish Office Closed 

Mass Intention                     †        David  B. Weiss 

 

Tuesday, May 26    St. Phillip Neri 

Mass Intention †      Special Intention Fr. Boniface Lautz, OSB 

    60th Anniversary of Ordination 

 

Wednesday, May 27   Easter Weekday 

Mass Intention                     †        Preston Pierce 

 

Thursday, May 28    Easter Weekday 

Mass Intention           †  Preston Pierce 

 

Friday, May 29   Easter Weekday 

Mass Intention          †   Jerome Malin 

      

 

Saturday, May 30     Easter Weekday 

4:00 pm      Sacrament of Penance 

5:00   Mass                       †          Windy and Mary Reider 

 

 

Sunday, May 31   Pentecost Sunday 

8:00     Mass                                People of SEAS 

10:15   Mass                     †   Jack Strathmann 

La Crosse, Channel 19, at 9:30 a.m. Sunday.  

Mass is also available any time of day, throughout the 

week, at diolc.org/live. 

Relevant Radio daily Mass: 

relevantradio.com to listen to a podcast from that day's 

Mass, or to watch the Mass live at noon daily. 

TV/ONLINE MASS 

 

Quiet Prayer Time - Our church building remains open 

Monday - Thursday from 9am – 4 pm, Fridays from 

9am – noon, Saturdays from 8am-4:30pm or end of 

confessions and Sundays from 10am-4pm. Come spend 

a few minutes with the Lord in quiet prayer. We simply 

ask that no more than 9 people are in the Church at 

one time and you maintain “social distancing.”  

 

Confessions –Saturdays at 4pm 

or by appointment. 

The parish office itself may be 

open with limited hours to keep our 

staff healthy. It is best to call first 

if you need access into the office. 

Thank you! 



 MEMORIAL DAY PRAYER 

WE WANT TO WELCOME EVERYONE BACK   
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Prayer for the Fallen 

 

God our creator and sustainer, 

today our country brings to our memory 

those who have defended this nation in times of  

trouble. 

 

They have sacrificed their lives to protect our shores 

from those who would limit our freedoms or  

enslave us to ways that are against your will. Bring 

all those who have died in service to our country 

into your heavenly presence. 

 

We humbly call down your blessing on those still  

serving; grant your heavenly protection to these 

men and women, and open your Sacred Heart to 

give them peace and comfort. 

 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

In his recent letter to Catholics in the diocese (May 14, 2020), Bishop Callahan provides directives and guidelines 

for the safety of all as we resume public celebration of Masses on Sundays beginning May 30th. In particular he 

reminds us “that the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays remains dispensed.  No one is required, under the 

pain of mortal sin, to attend Mass until further notice.”  The Bishop goes on to say: “In fact, at this time I  

encourage those over 65 and particularly those with underlying health conditions to stay home.” Please be 

assured that the Church will carry you these days until you are able to again be with us at the table of the Lord. 

 

These past weeks our bulletin has provided information about Spiritual Communion. In his recent letter our bishop 

reminds us “that at this time no one is obliged to receive Holy Communion, and that Christ is encountered [at Mass] 

in those gathered in his name, in the proclamation of the Word, and especially by joining themselves to the offering 

of Christ to God the Father during the Eucharistic Prayer.” 

 

Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I  

desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least  

spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 

 

Please be advised that we are preparing to reopen for weekend only Masses on May 30/31but at a limited  

capacity so please watch your emails in the next week as to how this will be set up. If you have not been 

receiving correspondence from us through email, please call the office to update our records. 

Parish Office Closed  

Monday, May 25th 

In Observance of Memorial Day 

At the time of this publication, this is what we know: 

 

�� Attendance at Mass will be limited to 25% of  

      occupancy. 

�� Hospitality ministers will greet and seat  

      parishioners. 

�� Social distancing will be maintained at all times.  

�� Anyone who is ill must stay home. 

�� Hand sanitizer should be used before entering          

    church. 

�� Masks are encouraged. 

�� There will be no offertory procession.  Collection 

    baskets will be placed at the entrance of the                       

    building. 

�� Worship aids will be used in place of missalettes. 

�� No one is obliged to receive communion.  You    

    may continue to make a spiritual communion. 

�� Hospitality ministers will usher parishioners out of 

    church after Mass. 

�� Pews, restrooms, and frequently touched surfaces 

    will be cleaned and sanitized between all 

      Masses. 
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Contact Jim Byrne to place an ad today! 
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Bill’s Automotive
LIGHT TRUCK & AUTO REPAIR

1503 Holmen Dr. • Holmen, WI  54636
LUBE - TUNEUPS - EXHAUST - TIRES 

ALIGNMENT - DIAGNOSTICS

BILL BERANEK         608-526-3077

 

ONALASKA • 782-1252
 LA CROSSE LA CRESCENT 
 782-1252 895-2518

115 5th S. Suite 406, La Crosse 
birthright.org/en/landingpage/lp-lacrosse 

608-782-0373 • 1-800-550-4900 

Barry Ploessl, CFP®, AAMS®

Financial Advisor
814 S Main Street, Suite D
Holmen, WI 54636
Bus. 608-526-9364
barry.ploessl@edwardjones.com

Earl L. Bonsack, Inc.
Driving nice since 1963

‘Living the Dream’

Because we understand the healing values of faith and tradition.

Dickinson Family Funeral Homes & crematory

www.dickinsonfuneralhomes.com
La Crosse  •  Onalaska  •  Holmen

WALTER PRODUCTS
313 N. Star Road

Holmen, WI 54636
608-526-4117

La Crosse Area: 
(608) 782-4035

Winona Area: 
(507) 454-3001

Weekend Breakfast Sat and Sun 7am to noon 
Sunday Breakfast Buffet Includes Eggs, Bacon, Sausage, 

Ham, American Fries, French Toast Sticks, Fresh Fruit, 
Danish, and Croissants.

Menu also available.        504 N. HOLMEN DR.

 Brandon Haugen 
 Office: 608.781.7120 
 Cell: 608.385.4831 
 Parish Member
No Pressure, Personal Approach to Potential Buyers/Sellers

608-781-0924
www.sitarasalon.com 

W6822 Hilltop Drive • Onalaska, WI 54650

ONA SHEET METAL
Furnaces, Air Conditioners,

Custom Duct Work
PO Box 95 • Holmen, WI 54636

Steve Albitz • Paul Ernst 

608-783-6781

Andy’s Main Street Auto 
Lt. Truck & Auto Repair

BRAKES, TUNE-UP, EXHAUST, TIRES
604 So. Main • Holmen, WI
608-526-3131

Serving the area’s flooring needs since 1970
Find us on Hwy. 35 between Onalaska and Holmen

783-1088 or www.Floorcraftersonline.com

Roofing • Siding • Remodels • New Construction 
Jim Caulum • (608) 780-0949

Mark Hein DVM

608-526-2200

W7683 Old Hwy 93 
Holmen, WI 54636

24 Hr.  Emergency Service

947 Riders Club Rd | Onalaska, WI
(608) 783-3750

Visit us at: www.carpetstogo.com

 First Choice

Michael Richgels
Broker/Owner
(608) 781-7669 - office
(608) 780-4127 - cell

757 Sand Lake Rd • Onalaska, WI 54650

608-519-4324 ◆ BrightstarCare.com/LaCrosse

608-526-1635

 
Steven Books, fic  

steven.books@kofc.org 
 715-279-2562

Life Insurance • Long-Term Care Insurance 
Retirement Annuities • Disability Income Insurance

Protecting Catholic families since 1882.

Todd A Trautmann, LUTCF, FIC, CLTC® 
Financial Consultant 
Coulee Region Associates 
505 Empire St Ste A, Holmen, WI 54636 
608-399-1285 

Steven P. Doyle
Johns Flaherty & Collins

“Seeing a lawyer doesn’t have to be stressful”

205 5th Ave S 784-5678


